
O f  f undai~ental iziipor tanc e tUfiOrig the f ac - 
zors i , s f l ~ e i l c i ~  farming i s  the  one o f  s o i l .  mob- 

a b l y  no one factor  is s o  iinporta~it or so  l i t t l e  

uiiclerstood. It i s  t r u l y  a wise *iiibn vclo aiialjrzes 

wi th  accuracy b e  conditions t3 be met i n  t h i s  re -  

snect  a2d vJilo does no-& go bl indly i;~-bo a farr~i~.?~i; 

enteryr ise  dbe2enddiix s o  largely  as i L  ~ o e s  uyon 

tne s o i l .  The s o i l  ox t h i s  t r a c t  ~18s bee11 given 

close exadiiin?,tion ?xd careful  study and tiie fac ta  

and opinions deduc ed ther  efr0.n a re  :;ivei?-. 

Tile s o i l  as f 3?~!2r,ci i s  l?o";l o f  cne same 

c ~ ~ q o s i t i o n  o r  t s c  S&*ie w i g i n  as t~:e peaty S O ~ L S  

g erieral ly found ii? t h e  Xortii. Such cieposiJbs d f  

Geep Peat originadted largely from tiie g~owtn  a d  

parx ia l  decay o f  s-i>hagiiu% raoss cna grasses. The 

Peat f ~ u n d  i n  t h i s  t r a c t  i s  probably derived f r o 3  

rushes, leaves, a i d  twigs. It i s  not i n  the  s t a t e  

of a r res ted decl;rnpcjsition s o  oftelr f a n d  iii t he  

o r .  Decori?positioa occur E fo r  a longer period 

and at  a f a s t e r  r a t e  i n  t h i s  region than i n  - the 
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N o r t h .  Eviuence of this i s plain i n  tile r o t t i n g  of 

pine s twcps  which a f t e r  a year have begun L o  crwlble 

and disinJbegrai;e. This i s  i n  pw'b due t o  a. more 

f ibrous ~ I C  open Sexbxre of tiie wood but it i s  a l so  

ver-c evidezlt ' c h ; t a l l  deconi-gosition i s  coA;igc-.ratlve- 

i n  this section. Tilis being t r u e ,  t he  

brovfii Peat  wilieh decon:poses very s l o w l y  does not 

f o r m .  

The f a c t  occurs 

ly i s  one o f  especial  importaxe.  ',;ere the  Pea% o f  

$;:is soil r e s i  stex% -Li3 Gees.) 8 ~ i G  deco:n~osition, i j l ~ ~ l t  

fooci would no% be zsde available aid pmr' crops 

~ ~ o u l d  r e s u l t .  In  f z c t ,  v;'i~,tever Liie glazL food 

c~11tal t  of tiie s o i l ,  if t;;e orgciiic ri~tltler i s  i n  

tiie a r res ted  s t a t e  of decomjosition so  o f ten f 3und 

i n  pea,t;r s o i l s ,  s i~~l l  yields  would be obtzined un- 

l e s s  f e r t i l i z e r  o r  stinclltxiits of decoid;)osition were 

~ ~ d a e d .  It i s  urdoubtedly t r u e  L i n ~ + t  t'ne application 

o f  the wood a s l ~ e s  :.yesv.ltiiz$ frmi td~e b11,rnii~ of t h e  

timber llastens decorrigosition of the organiG m t t e r  

and it is  also tr-de tlmt soome excess organic l"i1~c"cer 

i s  bwned a t  the time of ' f i r ing .  





In the v i r s i n  s t a t e  and f o r  a year o r  two 

a f t e r  '&he f i rs t  b1~rnin.5;~ the  s o i l  i s  of  e x t r e ~ ~ e l y  

o v e n  texture.  S u c h a c o n d - i t i o n i s  aaadvan-hage 

f m draiimge. After ciralmge ilzs been i n s t i t x t e d ,  

t h e  s o i l  s e t t l e s  qu l -Le  ra?ic'!ly gainirg thereby a 

considerabli; xiiauilt of s o l i d i t y  and. c ;ifi~act:~ess. 

k t  the e:a o f  four o r  f ive  years,  the  s o i l  i ~ s  

reachcd a conxisteizcy t i i ~ ~ t  i e  h i ~ h l y  su i tab le  for  

e r o : ? p i ~ .  EQrnisiling a firm seed-bed, it i s  s t i l l  

not t 30  co;,i,oact fo r  eas; lturkii?,~. I n  f a c t  tke 

s o i l  ~ f t e r  m-qy yezrs of  cultivatio:i i s  very easi ly 

worked and. t i l k g e  operations w i l l  never preseilt 

aay serious Cif f i cu l ty  . 

111 ~m:n'ii7;1; a. chemical z ~ a l y s i s  af s o i l ,  

tilt object i n  view i s  -59 d.iszover tile t o t a l  BJ~IOU.>.'~~ 

of plant food - I>fitrogen, Phospiiornus, PoLassiu~,  

C s l C i ~ ~ i ; ,  i,:ELgnesi-ilrll, ZTo3 flI2dl Sulphur - con ta i~ed .  

A s  there  is very  l i t t l e  danger %ii;j,?i soils r:%y be 

deficient i n  i r o l l  211G sulphur, cieterniiia- 

t io i z s  a r e  not considereu iiecessary. Upon 'ine 
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