PERTINENT FACTS AND OPINIONS

The following remmris and figures are quo-

tations, credlt for which is hereby glven:

lr. G. G. Burlingeme, Consulting Agriculturist, in

a report on this Tract says in part:

"In mekilng plans for cultivation 1t would
seem best Lo plan on using a minimug of white
labor, skilled enough 10 handle good machinery.
tractors, potato cliggers and planters, etc., and
a large amount of cheap negro help for the heavy
phiysical work. For tihils reason the land could
probably be developed to the best advantage if
nendled in large tracts the first few Xears.
Later it 1s possible that smaller nholdlngs could
be wor%ed by 1ndivicduels for market garden nur-
poses.

- Mr. Edgar L. Smlth, Presicent of the Farmers' Bur-
eau of New York City submits the followlng figures:

"Disbursements and Liabilitles - Four year perilod

Dreinage Distrie Tax - $10 00 per A
Subsidiary drainege, clearing, road-

ways, bridges, stuck corn, etc 32 T0 "
Bulldings, eQuipment and mules 10 00 "
Organization and administration 4 00 "
Totel Disb. and Liab. - 4 years  $56 70

Peoe 66



Bro't forward $56 T0

Offsets:
Net income from sti€kcorn 4 yrs. 47 00 per A
Excess of Disbursements and Lis-
bilities over offsets $9 70 "
This excess will pracitically be all in-
cluded in the dralnage tax as the first installment
of approximately $1 00 per acre is payable 1n tlie

fourth year.

The above estimates include provisions for
buildings, artesian wells, draft anlmels, etc., widch
will be put up at different times during the period
but ean be so arranged that they will adequately
serve in the extenslive farming operations wihilch will
be inaugurated after tne fourth year. In other
words the returns from stuck corn are suffliclent to
clear, drain, and equlp the lands for extensive ferm-
ing, leaving only the expense of tue main canals to
be cared for fran currenlt operations in the form of

district tex ianstalluents.”

Mr. William Reynolds Butler, Consulting Agriculturist,

writes:
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- "Por the past elght years the writer has been
coonerating with Indiana farmers. on some Very prac-
tical demonstrations relating to all-year-round
pastures for economical pork productlon. In 1914,
a demonstration was planned on the farm of Ir. F. P.
tulliins, of liadison County, Indilana, to ascertain
tice value of soy beans as a forage crop for hogs.

A record was kept of The cosl of produclng an acre
of beans to the time they were hogged off. This
was $9 88. Twelve acres of the entire fleld, of
which this acre was.apart, were tlhrashed, yield-
ing only 10 bushels per acre or about half & crop.
Sixty-eight plgs were weighed before turning into
the beaus. Trne corn was welghed at the end of
fifteen days when they had entirely consumed the
beans. Tne results are shown clearly in the fol-
lowing summary:

772 1lbs pork sold at T cents $54 04
28 bu. corn at 60 cents fed to hogs 16 80
Gross profit on pork per acre of soy beans 37 24

Cost of vroducing beans less harvesting

and threshing 9 88
Net profit ver acre by nogging offsoys BT 36
Cost of producing one acre of beans g9 88
28 bu. corn at 60 cents ‘ 16 80
772 ‘1bs. pork produced at total cost of $26 68
Cost of producing one 1b. pork $00.0348

These flgures were ovtalned in the
drought of 1914

_'wr. Lullins threshed the other twelve acres
and in comparing tiie profits from the net sale at

Page 68



$2 50 per busnel with wiet the nogs pald hlm for
the privilege of harvesting tiue crop found Uhat he
had reallzed a proflt of $i4 58 an acre in favor
of the hogs or at tiie rate of 2 736 per Dbusihel
for tine beans withéut the work and woryry of nar-
vesting them himself. This instance 1s oaly typi-
cal of a number of suchrdemonstrations which the

- writer has conducted, all of which demonstrated’
clearly the nog's abllity 1to pay good returns for
the cnhance of nharvesiing tne crop.

It is but a snort step fram growing soy beans
separately as a supplemeatal crop to corn 10 that
of growlng them in the row or the hill togetner.
Wnere tie right variety of soy beans is growing witn
the right variety of corn bota plants come to ma-
turlty at the same time.

In the fall of 1915, in checkling up on a de-
monstration of soy beans and corn on the farm of
Mr. E. . Wilson, in Henry County, Indiana, the
followin:; data was summarized:
SUMMARY OF HOGGING OFF TWELVE ACRES OF CCRN AND SOY BEANS 1915

Cost of producling 12 acres of corn and soy beans

Breaking 7 days @ $3 00 $21 00
Seed bed preperation 4 days @ $3 00 1z 00
Planting corn end beans 1 day @ §3 00 3 00
Cultivating six tiues, 12 days @ &3 00 36 00
Soy bean seed cost 50¢ per acre 6 00
Seed corn 4 00
Rent on land @ $6 00 per acre 72 00

Total cost "éiéi’éé'
Cost per acre 12 83
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8989 1bs. pork produced at total of $154 00

gost of 100 lbs. pork 171
Pork @ T¢Z per 1lb. gross returns per acre 52 43
Expense of acre production 12 83
Net returns per acre im pork %é_éa
et returns per acre @ 70 bu. corn @ 45¢ in fifld 18 67

Hogs pald for privilege of husking corn ,
and harvesting beans - per acre $20 93

141 shotes welghed into field Oct 30 1915 avg 119 1bs.
141 shotes on November 20 1915, avg 182.75 los.

Where tiiis practice is belng so uniformly adopi-
ed and is being found so profitabie in the corn beltl
with all kinds of handicaps working against 1t, how
much better should it work out in the section of East-
ern North Carolina above described. "

In Farmers' Bulletin 411 of the U. 8. Goveramendt,
Professor Dan T. Gray, says:

"It has previously been shown thaet the
southern farmer cannot afford to use corn alone
as a fattening ration for swine. Fortunately
for iliie Southn, it is not necessary to depend upon
corn alone, as almost all tne crops whicn can

~be grown in any part of the country can be grown
in the South, and there are meny crops suitable
for hog feed whicn can be grown in no otner sec-
tion of the country. Thls sectlion is wonder-
fully Dblessed in its great variety of grain and
concentrates, and in addition green and pasture
crops can be made Lo spread over 12 montns of
the year. In fact, with the use of pasture
crops the South 1s in a position to make pork
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cheaper than any other sectlon.

"Corn 1s excellent for finlishing up an animal
wnen ne is taken off of green crops, but corn witn
cotton-seed meal 1s still better, bvecause, first,
gains are mede more economically winen two feeds
are used together; and second, the meat and the
lard of tue animal are nardened more rapidly than
when corn is used alone.

"It is possible for the southern farmer to
nave grazing crops practically the year ithrougn,
and meny of tne best farmers have them. - The
southern farmer has, in fact a decided advantage
over the northern farmer in inis respect. W
have seen that a variety of feeds almost always
groduced more satisfactory results tnan one feed.

astures and green crops can be used to furanlsh
variety better than any other feeds.

"No farmer can,afford under presenv condi-
tlons to sell nis corn directly upon the market
as corn, even for a $1 00 per ousiel. He should
market 1t through hogs.

"One of tae advantages of stock farming 1s
that it lends 1tself to handling large areas of

land without a corresponding increase in tne amount
of labor used.

"By means of pasture crops pork can be mede
cheaper in tne South than it is possible to make
it in the corn belt.'

In Bulletin 157 of tihhe Illinois Agricultural Ex-
periment Station are found the followlng state-
ments:

"On the Universiity of Illinols Soil Experi-

ment Field near Tampico (Whiteslde County), on
peaty swamp soll, the addition of potassium pro-
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duced ylelds of 41 to 55 vushels of corn as an .
average of the years 1902, 1903, and 1904, while
with no potassium applied, no ear corn was pro-
duced.

"On the University of Illinois soll experi-
ment field near liomence (Kanikakee County), on
peaty sweamp soil, potassium produced an average
of 44.6 bushels of corn for ¢ years, while with-
out potassium the average yleld was only 3.6
pvushels.

"There is no more profit in starving plants
than there 1s in starving anlmels. YWanlle heavy ap-
plication of potassium st souetimes be made at
first, with proper management only light appli-
cations will be required after a few years.’

CONCLUSTONS

The Norfolk Southern Farms project is a
well concelved practical plan for tne reclamation of
a large area of swamp land. Without the interven-
tioa of men of large affalrs, without tne assistance
of capiial and organizatlion these fertlle acres

~must forever lie barrean.

The advantages which the project presents

to tne farmers wno will setlle the tract are:
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