INTRODUCTION

One day's ride from the busy, crowded,
city of ilew York lies tine Ulismel iwaup, a vast and
forlorn wasie. An almost tropical Jjungle of Cy-
press, Juniper, lLiaple, Poplar, and Gum with a well
nigh lmpassable undergrowtii, covers a portion of
Virginiae snc dorth Carollns some talrty miles long
by ten to twenty miles wide. tHere in the dread
morasses of the Swamp, tne fugitive negroes found
refuzge during the Civil vwar. In the safe fastness-
es of thils uatamed forest, slaves sometimes lived
for wany years - even brougnt up families, 1t is
sald - within a few miles of some Simon Legree whnoin
they nad fled, swallowed up beyond any danger of

capuure.

The great Dismal Swamp lanortalized vy
Thoumas Loore in nis "Lake of the Dismel Swanp" fas-
cinates by its desolation. Tie nabitat of wila
beasts, snaxes, and water reptliles, its large area

includes only a cdozen or so fanilies. Gearge Vashr



ington in the closing years of tie nineteentia century
saw possibilities of its reclamation and to that end
had constructed under nis owin supervision the Vash-
ington Ditch, & canal designed to drain a portion

of tane Sweainn. The area, nowever, was 100 large

for the ingineer of thet period and the canal was

used mostly for haullng logs.

The great Dismal Bwamp though 1t 1s, to-
cay it is &1 object of reclamation. How serlous
st tiie food situation of our coualry nave bDecoue?
As Pillgrims, farmers settled upon lands of virgin ’
fertility. The only requisite for bounteous crops
was the scratching of tne soil. NO clearing, no
draining, no irrigating, no fertilizing. Thnen in
our agricultural nistory came the movenent westwafd,
the abandonmnent of lands whose breasts nad been
milked dry.' Then came the day wien the application
of capital to the development ofland was essential:
fertilizers became necessary and a beginning was
made toward real investment in land. Finally it

nas coie Lo vne point where large Capiltal nust un-
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dertake reclamgtion elther through drainage, clear-
ing, irrigating, or & combinstion of thnese. At
thls sﬁ&ge of our country's agriqultural development,
“thne Dismel Swamp is 1o be wrested from Jature's

waste and by the hand of Ian transferred into a

garden.
AGRICULTURE, THE BASIS OF ALL INDUSIRIES

A study of the peoples of the eartﬁ in
thelr successive appearance in history reveals the
truth common to all that the fundamental factor
in the constancy of the nation has been agriculture.
A review of Egyptian history might bve summed up
basically in a few words “Culture sticks in the

valley of the Nile lilke a muumgy in its coffin."

fhere fertility of the soll 1is, there

is fournd a stable civilization.

Wnile the mass of the population of any
country have enough to eat and free access 1o the
rudimentary pleasures of exlsteince, the seeds of
revolution ripen slowly if at all. Stavility aad

coanstancy of nations have always been and always



