dertake reclamgtion elther through drainage, clear-
ing, irrigating, or & combinstion of thnese. At
thls sﬁ&ge of our country's agriqultural development,
“thne Dismel Swamp is 1o be wrested from Jature's

waste and by the hand of Ian transferred into a

garden.
AGRICULTURE, THE BASIS OF ALL INDUSIRIES

A study of the peoples of the eartﬁ in
thelr successive appearance in history reveals the
truth common to all that the fundamental factor
in the constancy of the nation has been agriculture.
A review of Egyptian history might bve summed up
basically in a few words “Culture sticks in the

valley of the Nile lilke a muumgy in its coffin."

fhere fertility of the soll 1is, there

is fournd a stable civilization.

Wnile the mass of the population of any
country have enough to eat and free access 1o the
rudimentary pleasures of exlsteince, the seeds of
revolution ripen slowly if at all. Stavility aad

coanstancy of nations have always been and always



will be centered in agricultural proswverity.

Originally men were hunters,
Herding came next,
Then agriculture,

Finally horticulture.

This has nhe‘crdef of progress - 0of necessity. No
more rapldly than his sustenance became depleted

or difficult ¢f attainment in oue activity, was
primitive man stimuleted to develop tie next. Then,
the wresting of & living from the soil was merely a'
crude art, not a sclence, and 1t embodies too 1ittle
of science yelt today. Art works with the hands;
science with the mind. Art robs nature's storehouse

of its fertility; scilence restores 1it.

¥hen agriculture was in its early stages

industry was unknown .

Alonz with the development of agriculture
was a develonment in meaufacture -- work by the nands.
Baskets and pottery were fasiioned from reeds and clay,

Tibre was spun into thread, thread woven into fabrics,
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and clothing made from skins. In general the wo-
man manufactured fromthe raw naterial furnished by
her hunter nusband or her own agricultural opera-
Yions, the finished products of her home. Candles
were not bought but made, snoes were not bought but

made.

In time there came Uine shoemeker who re-
lieved the woman of ithat operation and earned his
living by specializing in the meking and repeiring
of shoes. Later caine more extensive industries
specializing more and more until menufacturing was
transplanted entirely from the home to the large
factories. Left to the howme, the maaufactured
articles were wrouzht in herdsnip and tall; taken to
tne factory, the same article is made with precision,
ease and econony. Today manufacturing nas been de-
veloped 1o & stale where a maciiine requiring some
Tour tnousand parts wmay Dbe economically, efficient-
1y, and accurately mede in a facﬁcry of ueny depart-

ments, eac: with 1ts recognized head.



FHow vastly cifferent tiie development of

Farminz has developed from the deys of
the crooked stick for & plow Lut not toa point
above wnhere tiae farier is other than the owier,

general manager, auditor, milker and field nand.

Farming today is still 1n the home-indus-

try stage.

Afleld, where sclence claims 1its birth-
right; thiere 1t nas been aeglected. ¥y have we
studied tine chemistry of metals and neglected tne
chemistry of solls? Why have we laborlously count-
ed the molecules in a cubve of gray iron and neglect-
ed to find outl the,elements of fertility in our'gar-
cen? Why have we measured witn precision the ex-
pansion and contraction of steels and overlooked
the chemical reaction which takes place in the heav-
ing of tiie Dbosom of Liother EBartih with the changing

of seasons?

Does tne menufacturer guess tiat the com-
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pound is uede up of elements 1o tnelir proper pro-
portion; et lue breaking-sirenginl of an I-bean
is adequate, or tiaat tiae draw-bar effort of a loco-
motive will pull tne load? By analysis and by
test, he knows.  But in égriculture_we Z0 on,
generation after generation, guessing at results
nolt reallzing the direction in which we are headed
until the prostituted soil refuses to yileld to fur-

ther mistreataent.

Just as the soll is the fundaxenteal fec-
tor of all agriculture, so0 agriculture is the funda-
mental factor of all prosperity. Yet it is

slighted....

Witn the wonderful development of meinu-
Tfacture into incdustry there is, nevertiieless, & de-
finite dependence upon agriculiural conditions,
Nitn good crops money 1s free, - every concelvablie
kKind of mmnufactured article 1ls influenced. Be
1t victrolas or Cleod crushers, sewlns mechines or
boots end shoes, thelr sale 1s increased by good

crovs and decreased by pooOr ones. In a bountiful

Fage T



vear, interest on mortgages is pald, fewer foreclo-

sures are neld.

The reilroads are eaormously affected one
way or the other. Reallzing tneir large denendence

upon the crops of the couniry, a number of railrcacs

o

in the United 3tates heve rned the wisdom to esta

lish an sgricultural depaertment, - & denartiuent for

acvice and heln 1o the farmer in growing the maxl-
mum Crons. But agriculture hes yet to find itself

in tinls country.

Instead ofbeingz, as it szould be, tihe
ﬁigﬂest type of industry with tne best of skililed
labor (Chemists) agriculture is still a home indus-
try, utiliZing such labor as has not the knowledge
and iraining to coumand employment in the factories.
It is axiomatic thatl anyone can be a farm-hend, and
the land-owner himself often knowsno betber than
to crop his land as long as it will gilve aima bare

living, then t¢ desert it in quest of virgin fields.

The farmer of today should be an agricul-



turist. He snould be led to foresee ithie dire cele-
mity sure to befall a nstion wihich permits tils
nractlice to continue. e snould ve taught to un-
derstend theat, under our existing soclal order,
thiere zre others than the verson wio tills the
soll, wno must depend upon 1us yleld for tiielr sui-
sistence, and thaet 1n the broader sense tie [oly
Lend is not confined 1o tunsetl embraced by the l.edl-
terracean and the Dead Sea, but that in tihe light

of posterity all lands are Loly.

IMPCRTANCE OF AGRICULIURE

olnce no necesslty neretofore has earisen,
tiere never nas been a serious'appreciation in the
United States of tne importeance of esgriculture. A
land of enormous extent and lne most fertile of solls,
no adequate policy in regerd to its farming nses ever
been naintained. settling first 1in 1The East, the
Cclonlsts prﬁceeded o reduce the fertiilty of the
s0ll by large and bounteous crops - & practice laud-

able enough in itself provided future crops are con-
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