
time is past vvilea the  f e r t i l e  l a i~ds  

of t n e  West iiay be izad f o r  Cne asicing. In ayi ad- 

dress  before t l l e  Cut-Over La.i:lci Coi~ference of %he 

South a t  i;ew 3rlealis in Apr i l ,  1917, tile ;ion. C l a y  

Tallr i&il ,  Corsmissioner , General Land Office U. S. 

Dept. of the  I n t e r i o r ,  said i n  par t :  

"Gut i n  Arizona o r  1:ew Z5exico where 
it takes 40 acres  t o  k e e ~  a cow, nen a r e  very 
f r ee ly  paying $1 25 t o  $b 00 per acre f o r  the 
land,  md tney a r e  glad t o  get  it. 

We so ld  last year 44 000 acres  o f  land 
i n  an Indian Reservation i n  California a,% 
Public Auction. Anybody could buy a l l  he 
waited. It was picked-over lana. The In- 
dians had been 8,llotted. tlie best of  i t ,  and 
t h e  horiiesteader s i ~ d  taken what tney v~axlt ed, 
anC? thiswas t r ~ e  t a i l  end. It \&?as ap ra ised 8 a t  $56 000 00 and was so ld  for  $119 00 00. 

Last sl..ximer we opened. t he  Colvil le  Iildim 
Reservation i n  1;9as!iiiiglon, of  about 400 000 
acres.  T h a t  was also rei;aining laad  --  a f t e r  
t h e  Irlciiails bad been a l l o t t e d  the  best lands. 
It was very rough and mch  of it very dry. 
:;e i:elci r eg i s t r a t ion  out tilere f o r  t h a t  lanG, 
Lild we had 90 000 epplicat ions t o  r eg i s t e r  f o r  
3 000 fariLis. In Gz;kota a year  ma a half ago 
we iiatd 11 000 acres  on tde  Standing Hock In- 
dian Reservation ti-izt vcds appraisecl ad; from 
$ 2  50 t o  $6 00 per acre ,  subject t o  the  fiome- 
s tead Lavi. A aan C O U ~ G -  get  on ly  s o  i i c h  o f  
it ; he l ad  t o  h0ri:esteaC.i it m d  pay Lile pr ice  
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t o o .  Vie i l ~ d  30 000 applicat ions f o r  lmd 
m d  they tool< every acre of  it. 

The -overnrent ims now exyended proba,bly 8 $120 000 000 0 i n  building reclaimtion projects  
f o r  arid lands. - - - A l l  throughout the  Lestern 
s t a t e s  you  ill f im jxople w i l l i a c l y  zad ~ l a d i y  
oaying z.lyw:lere f r o m  $30 00 t o  2108 00 an acre 
~ u s t  f o r  tile water aloae, ~ , o  sziy nothing o f  the  
cos t  of reclaiaiing tile lzfid, aaG leveling it 8nd 
vet t ing  it ready fr~r crops k&~icilZ mzy run up t o  
$50 00 an acre more. 

I 8x1 saying tnese t h i x s  t o  you just  t o  
point o u t a  l i t t l e  of  what i s  going on is d i f f e r -  
ent  parts of  the country, just t o  show the de- 
mand f o r  farm lmd. uMer conditions such tha t  a 
pgor m n  cm work out rt hoiile. " 

To solve the problem of f o o d  ~0nsu;~;ptioi2 

under coi?ditions vihere the  p o p u l ~ t i o n  o f  the  country 

doubled. within t h e  lifetiirLe of an ordiaary iran c.nd 

where t h e  available surplus lands bad been used up, 

it was necessary t o  decrezse t n e  export&tiou o f  our 

food  s t u f f s .  

At tile preseL-it Lime vfi~en the  Kar has created 

t h e  urgent c a l l  upon t h i s  c a r t r y  t o  becmie the food 

supply soilrce of our a l l i e s ,  our export8tions, of  
4- * course, lx%ve increased, but only ui~CLer me :nost stre;;- 

uous e f f o r t s  z,nG se l f  -denial upon our part. Under 

a syski?! of a g r i c u l t ~ ~ r e  c o m ~ i e n s ~ ~ a t e  with our poss i -  



i~iOV%iZfi2 OF POP'JMTIOIq FROiTi COL'hTRY TO CITY 

Percentage Population i n  Cit ies  

1890 36.1% 

1900 40.5% 

1910 46.3% 

Percentage Populs,tion i n  Cities of  Various Dis t r ic ts  

1890 - - 1900 1910 - 
New Eagl~iad S ta t e s  75.8 79,9 83.3 

L, id;Gl  e A t  La.ul;ic S t a t e s  57.7 65,2 71.0 

East North Ceil tral  37.8 45.2 52.7 

West North Cen t ra l  25.8 28.5 33,3 

SouVn A t l a t i c  19.5 21.4 25.4 

East South Cen t ra l  12.7 15.0 18.7 

West Soutn Cen t ra l  15 .1  16.2 22.3 

Increase  i n  P o p ~ l a t i o i ?  o f  United S t a t e s  

year  Jdmb ex per c ei'it 

1880 50 189 209 - 
1910 93 000 402 85.372 

1916 102 017 312 9.775 



b i l i t i e s  end coxparable with tllat of  rxny of  the 

older b"uropean countries,  it should not require  a 

serious e f f o r t  t o  supply the  s?'i.lole of Europe r i t h  

food.  

I" ' , ; l th  these conditions of food snortage ZEC 

no ;-nore readi ly  av~J.18~ble Governrneilt 1211ds, it be- 

coiaes necessa-r,; t o  rizeet tliie tx:Lerge;lcy in t w o  ways : 

1. By t eae l i ag  add practicing ,%ore e f f i c i e n t  
f ar~iLf 123, a sjr steiii o f  permA;lei1% a g r i c ~ l t ~ r e  . 

2. By r e c l a i m i ~  what a t  preseilt is unusable 
18-rzci . 

Tile fir s t  niewLoci c m  never ,met 212 euer- 

ge:lcy of t?\e presc:~"Lor it i s  a i ; s t te r  of  educa- 

t i o n  a i d  develop~i.e;?t, a yrocess necessari ly slou;. 

Recl~~:@.t ion of waste laiies nrdst come chief ly  i n  tile 

fiest &id. South v.-Lere such areas l i e  i n  grea tes t  ex- 

. The JVest i s  fast bec anizl; cieveloped as Lie 

stat €5-ents o f  the  Eon. Clay Talli;z4n ii16-icat e . :!,ore - 
over, developrgent i n  t h e  \,Vest i s  l ~ ~ r g e l y  pioneer 

~vork i n  a l l  ns$ects. Not only ml;'il tiie I2,iclas be 



developed but t?,lso l ivins co:nGf t i o i x  226 :~&r!cets. 
.L The IViest i~ s t i l l  a new c >tlntr;-, ZOU.~.,;? is t he  

oldest  2a r t  of ow coi1-Linea-L. The South l i e s  a 

day's r i d e  fro~fi '~,:.e first  c i t y  of tile U.  S. often 

indeed witnin a short a-utoaobile r i c e  sf c i v i l i z a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  :ilost i i ' e t~ re  s t a t e .  

Iil m y  r eclz , r !~~t  ion pro ject  , Ca $?;a1 ri,ust 

be plowed in. This f a c t  usually rai~oves the  oppor- 

tun i ty  f r orii tiie ordiim:.,ry far:i;er . Lacking i n  'uo t h 

Ca.;-~ital Credit ,  i t  i s  iLLipossible for the  ordi-n- 

ary fa~iriier t o  unCertzke Cne r e c l a ~ i ~ t  ioll of m y  arfia~~nt 

o f ls.i?c3. i~ioreover, i n  ~i10st cases s ich unciertzic- 

i:gs ~ a ~ l n o t  be accozplisned 011 isola,ted f ~ r m s  of 

160 o r  200 acres but .Lust include vast  acreages. 

Drainage iiz %he waste svmiips ca-lnot be a matter of 

a fer! acres  bur must co~l-prise square miles. 

Under condi-i;ions re la ted  t a  ELCL gro jects  

overhead expexse must be met f o r  a ce r t a in  per- 

i o d  i n  ~Olich no re turns  can be expected. i\:ot only 

capi'ifal but tA?e i n x r e s t  on such c e p i t a l  must be 

plovied under f ~ r  tiie f i r s t  years  of tiie project .  
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For these reasons, it Is readi ly  seen t11e.A such un- 

derta.kin;s ce-ii only r e s u i t  from the  intervel--,tio;n of 

..ien o f  large liX38Jis and ti le invest.,;eIi% of b i g  inb€?r- 

e s t s  in time, money, mci directiori  . If it costs  

1 2  bushels o f  corn ~m acre r a i s e  a;a acre  of corn 

i f  we a l lox  1 0  cz;?'is per  b-dcliel f o r  tile cost  of 

;iarves%ing it and rn;;tr;;etin& i-L, a cc:i&rge of 6:; in -  

t e r e s t  o a  tile money investecl, aaci receive 58 cents  

a bus i~e l  f o r  t h e  corn (a t en  yeer average pr ice  i n  

I l l i n o i s ) ,  l8xiC pr06~ci i lg  20 bvlsliels 2er axre w i l l  

be wor th  $33 33 per acre.  L E E  procucing 40 busiiels 

per acre ,  however, w i l l  not be worth $66 66 per acre 

bilC $166 66. Thus besides :neeti= the emergeilcy ir 

f o o d  p r o d ~ ~ c t i o n ,  tile investment i s  g i l t  edged. 

Such re turns ,  of  course, depeiiCentirely 

upon tile success o f  the  unuertakins vaicn most  often 

rneans sis-ipiy tile a b i l i t y  t o  carry the  project tF~rou&l 

the y e w s  of r,o return.  I n  ~ ~ n n y  cases the f a i l u r e  

of f a r x i r s  s e t t l i a g  upoiz ilew lands ~las been sole ly  

Cue t o  Lhe l a c ~  o f  t h e i r  ovm cap i t a l  of backirig fran 

anyone e l s e .  Often, too, failu-res a re  e ~ e  t o  m i s -  
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representat ion.  Land v~i'c;i~ou"i,ossibili@ies can 

never ?sy, whatever t i e  investnent 5i"adde. 

I n  %:re past  'bile policy of the land ~nan 

%oo often ihas beeil t o  secure i :a~ ied i~~te  fortune by 

ei ~ t a c r  A '  a misre:;rese-~te~i,ion Lo '&he buyer o r  by s e t -  

t l ing t h e  farAxx upon Imci requiring a working capi- 

t a l  whicii t j e  f3,rnier d id  not ;%ve and wnici? trie land. 

~1x311 had no idea of f'urnisi,iiig. Havi.2~; sold a i:iz4n 

a piece of lai~?,ii "tne real esta%e asent o r  1a.d. coal- 

pmy f e l t  t : ~ - c  it no lonyger hzd a ~ l y  in t e res t  i n  tile 

proposition zfld the  far;Lie~v was l e f t  t o  struggle along 

t o  success o r  f a i l u r e ;  e i ther  r e s u l t  h m t e r i a l  t o  

t h e  s e l l e r .  

Suc3 shortsighted policy hes been general 

anon5 8-11 fomnx. of business but jus t  as there  is a 

ilew era  i n  gefleral basixless policy so  there  is bound 

t o  be a new e r a  in ti:e bcsiness of 1236 se l l ing .  

Ant t i ~ t  there  i s  a be~ir-niJ~:;  i n  t h i s  new era  of 

busiiless policy c m  no l o w e r  be doubted. Lir. Henry 

Ford i s  not aloae notea fr~r Gie Ford Au-Lomobile, but 

also f o r  his policy of  ~ u a r a n t e e i i ~  s a t i s f m l i o n  st 
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a minirnurn y o f i t  0x1 each car .  Such policy builds 

f o r  perii~anerit, success. ";:ever before i n  our coun- 

t r y ' s  h is tory was eaci: man's pr ivate  business so  

r~~uch everybody's business as i7;, is  now. V o o p e r a -  

t i v e  business i s  the  lnsiness of' t h e  fx-lure. 

TFie IliAbernation;zl Xarvester Corilpmly Ce- 

votes an t;;?-Lire f l o o r  of i t s  builuifi-. on i,,icnigm 

Avenue, Cnice&o, -Lo a1 Agricultural Extension B u r -  

eau. F r o m .  here lan te rn  s l i d e s  aiad lec tures  are 

sent  f r e e   up$^ r e q ~ e s t  a l l  over t a e  world t o  pro- 

~ o t e  be t t e r  farmins. &vice a d  help i n  a l l  &mat- 

t e r s  o f  f&r:~iins aye furriished f r e e  t o  m y  anir a l l .  

Ca;qZigns f o r  t h e  era-dication o f  c a t t l e - t i c k ,  cad* 

gaigns f o r  d ivers i f ied  farming, ca,pc>igns f o r  a l l  

,mnner of  irn3roved agr i cu l tu ra i  co:x3tions c re  con- 

ducted a t  the  expense of  this company. Such a 

departilient i s  a;n eilormoils expease but it i s  m i n -  

tztineci sole ly  on t;ie tneory  tLat zuccess f o r  the  far--.- 

e r  :;leans c-dc cess f o r  bile I r i t  e r n a ~ i o n a l  Harvester 

Corqxmy evealually . 
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