wOVELENT OF POPULATION FROL COUNIRY 10 CITY

The time is past when the fertile lands
of the wWest mey be had for the asking. In an ad-
dress before tiae Cul-Qver Land Counference of tihe
South at New Orleans in April, 1917, tne Hon, .Clay
Tallman, Commissioner, General Land Office U. 8.
Dept."of the Interior, said in part:

"Out in Arizona or lew liexlco where
it takes 40 acres 10 keep a cow, men are very
freely paying $1 25 to €5 00 per acre for the
land, and they are glad to get it.

We so0ld last year 44 000 acres of land
in an Indian Reservation in Californla at
Public Auction. Anybody could buy all he
wanted. It was picked-over land. The In-
dilans had been allotted tine best of it, and
the homesteaders had teken what they wanted,
and this was the tall end. It was appralsed
at $56 000 00 and was sold for $119 000 00.

Last summer we opened the Colville Indilan
Reservation in Washington, of about 400 000
acres. That was also remalning lend -- after
the Indlans had been allotted the best lands.
It was very rough and much of it very dry.

e held reglstration out tnere for that land,
end we had 90 000 applications to register for
3 000 farwms. In Dexote & year and a half ago
we had 11 000 acres on tne Standing Rock In-
dian Reservation thelt was appralsed at from
$2 50 to &8 00 per acre, subject to tihe Home-
stead Law. A man could get only so much of
it; he had to homestead it and pay the price
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too. We nad 30 000 applications for that land
and they took every acre of it.

----The %overnment has now expended probably
$120 000 000 00 in buillding reclamatlon projects
for arid lands.  ---All throughout the Vestern
states you will find people willlngly and gladly
vaying anywhere from £30 00 to 3108 00 an acre
just for The water alone, (0 say nothing of the
cost of reclalming tne land, anc leveling 1t and
cetting it ready for crops wihich may run up to
$50 00 an acre more.

I am saying these things to you just 1o
point out a little of what is golng on in differ-
ent parts of the country, just To show the de-
mand for farm land under conditions such that a
poor men can work out a home."

To solve the problem of food consumption
under conditions where tne populstion of the country
doubled within the lifetime of an ordinsry man and
where the avallable surplus lands had been used up,
"1t was necessary 10 decrease lhe exportation of our

food stuffs.

At The present time when the War has created
the urgent call upon tihls ccunxry 10 become the food
supply source of our allies, our exportations, of
course, havevincreased, but only under the most stren-
uous efforts end self-denial upon our part. Under

a system of agriculture commensurate with our possi-
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MOVEMENT OF POPULATICN FRQi COUNTRY TO -CITY

Percentage Population in Cities

1890 36.1%
1900 40.5%
1910 46.3%

Percentage-?opulation in Cities of Various Districts

1890 1800 = 1910
New England States 75.8 79.9 83.3
lddle Atlantic Statles 57.7 65.2 71.0
East North Central 37.8 . 45.2 52.17
West North Central 25.8 28.5 33,3
South Atlentic 19.5 21.4 25.4
East South Central 12.7 15.0 18.7
West Southh Central 15.1 16.2 22.3

Increase in Population of Unlted States

ear Humber Ferceut
1880 50 189 209 -
1910 93 000 402 85. 3%

1916 102 017 312 9. 7%



bilities and comparable with that of many of the
older ¥uropean countiries, it should not require a
serious effort to supply the whole of Europe with

food.

RECLAMATION OF UNUSED LAND NECESSARY

With these conditions of food shortage and
no more readily avellable Government lands, it be-
comes necegsary Lo meet tne erergency lu two ways:

: 1. By teaculng end practicing more efficlent
farming, a systen of permanent agriculture.

2. By reclaiming what at present is unusable

land.
| Tie first method cen never meel an emer-

gency”of the preseat for it is a natter of educa-
tion and development, & 7rocess necessarlily slow.
Reclazation of waste lands must come chlefly in thie
Wwest and South wiere such areas lie 1n greatest ex-
tent. The West 1s fast vecaning developed as tne
statements of the Hon. Clay Tallmen indicate. liore-
over, develonment in the West 1is largely piloneer

work 1n all aspects. Not only must tiie lands Dbe
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developed bub also living conditions and markets.
he Vest is still & new country, tie Soutn is the
oldest nart of our continent. The South lies a
day's ride from the first city of tne U. 8. often
indeed witiiin & short automobile ride of cilviliza-

tion in the most mature state.

In any reclamation project, Capital nust
be plowed in. This fact usually remnoves the oppor-
tunity from the ordinary farmer. Lacking in bvotn
Capital and Credlt, it is impossible for the ordin-
ary farmer 1o uncerteke the reclamastion of any amount
of lend. lioreover, in most cases such undertak-
ings cannot be accomplisned on isolated farms of
160 or 200 acres.but must include vast acreages.
Drainege in tie waste swamps ca:not be & matter of

a few acres vut nust comprise square miles.

Under conditlons related to such projects
en overhead expense must be met for a certain per-
iod in which no returns can be expected. Not only
capital bubt tne interest on such capital must be

plowed under for the first years of tihe project.
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For these reasons, 1t 1ls readily seen thatl such un-
dertakings can only result from the intervention of
men of large means snd the investzent of big inter-
ests in time, money, and direction . If it costs
12 bushels of corn per acre 1o ralse an acre of corn
if we allow 10 cents per bushel for the cost of
narvesving it and marketing it, a cnarge of 6% in-
terest on the money invested, and recelve 50 cents

a bushel for the corn (a ten year average price in
Illinois), 1land producing 20 bushels per acre will
be worth 833 33 per acre. LanGé producing 40 bushels
Der acre, nowever, will not be worth 66 66 per acre
“but $166 66. Thus besides meeting the emergency in

“food production, the investmént is gllt edged.

such returns, of coufse, denend entirely
upon the success of the undertaking which most often
meens simply the ability to carry the project through
the years ofvno return. In sany cases the failure
of farmers setlling upon new lands nas been solely
due to the lack of their own capital or backing fram

anyone else. Often, too, fallures are cdue 10 mis-
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representation. Land without possibilities can

never pay, whatever the investment made.

In the past the policy of the land man
tbo often has been to secure immedlate fortune by
either a misrenreseastation to the buyer or by set-
tling the farmer upon land requiring a working capl-
tal which the fermer ¢id not have and which the land
man nad no idea of furnisning. Having so0ld a men
a pilece of lanc the real estate azent or land com-
pany felt tiet it no longer had any interest in the
proposition and the farmer was left to struggle along
to success or failure; either result immaterisl to

the seller.

Such shortsighted pollicy has been general
among all forms of buslness but Jjust as there is a
new era in general business nolicy so there is bound
10 be a new era in the business of land selling.
And that there 1s a beginning in this new era of
business policy can no longer be doubted. Mr. Henry
Ford is not alone noted for the Ford Automobile, but

also for nils policy of guaranteeing satisfactlion at
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a minimum profit on each car. such policy bullds
for permanent success. "ever before in our coun-
try's history was eacih man's privaﬂe business so
much everybody's business as it is now. " Coopera-

tive business is the business of the future.

The International Harvester Company de-
votes an eantire floor of its buillding on Lilchigan
Avenue, Cnlcego, 1o an Agricultural Extension Bur-
eau. From. here lantern slides and lectures are
sent free upon request all over tne world to pro-
mote better farming. Advice and help in all mat-
ters of faerming are furnisned free to any and all.
Campaigns for the eradication of cattle-tick, cam-
palgns for dlversified farmlng, ceaxpaigns for all
manner of i1mproved agricultural conditions are con-
gucted at the expense of this company. Such a
department 1s an enormous expense but it is main-
tained solely on tiie theory taatl success for the fara-
er means success for the International Harvester

Company evenitually.
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