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0 1 1  July 28, 1926, nt f h c  LYor.fh Car-  
oiii~rr S ta te  Collrgc of A:::-irzcltlr~~-c 
cuid E l ~ ~ i l l r r r i l ~ ( j ,  the tlrTifi $?OO,OOU 
Ar~iirrtrl l i u s h n r ~ d r y  Rltildir~q. ~ i n ~ l i r d  
"Pollr Htrll" ill Izoitoi* of C 'o lo~~c l  L. I.. 
Polk,  toas ditlicotcd. T h i s  skrtrlt of 
his l i f e  nlld of l ~ i s  serz,ic-cs irl sccuririy 
ill? csftrDlsi'ii~~cr~t of tlir collrgc zcltis 
:,i;'rit trs trlr ot-ldrcss O I I  thtzt ozrnsiol~.  
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I C I T Y  people write our histories. And because city 
people write history, it is natural that they etn- 
phasize the parts played by city people-natural 

I because those are the parts of which they see most, hear 
most, and read most. The  farmers of North Carolina 

as a grou;, have not perhaps made 
as important contributions to the 
state's history as they should, have 
not been so active as they should 
have l~eeti ;  but even the contribu- 
tioils they have made have too often 
been neglected by the historians. 

One of the most striking illus- 
! 
I trations of this fact coines to mind 
I in coinlection with our meet- 
I 

*OE iilg here today to dedicate, thir- 1 ty-four years after his death, a lnagnificellt building 
izamed in honor of Colonel Leo~lidas Lafayette Polk. 
It is unfortuilately true that the average townsman of 
North Carolina, if asked to name the influences that 
brought about the establishment of the North Carolina 
State College of Agriculture and Engineering, formerly 
the A. and M. College, would inention only the Wa-  
tauga Club. The Watauga Club was a sinall organi- 
zation of patriotic young Raleigh men who banded 
themselves together forty years ago, and did indeed set 
an historic and fruitful example by showing what a 
small i ~ u m l ~ e r  of determined persons can do in the way 
(jf  arousiilg public opinion in behalf of an important 
cause. 

Furthermore, I should be the last Inail to wish to 
minimize the labors of the Watauga Clul) of the 80's. ' There are few men the memory of whose friendship I 
prize more highly than that of Walter H. Page, W. J. 
Peele, and others who helped to make the brief and 
l~rilliant record of the Watauga Club of the 80's; and 
I had the privilege some years ago of helping organize 
another group of leading Raleigh Inen who meet regu- 
larly as the successor of the original Watauga Club to 
discuss and promote matters affecting North Caroliila 
progress. 
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