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, INTRODUCTION'·,

,', ,

F
,

,- " .- . '. "l' •. ,

Ja:mesand Frank D. :'BarloW,- .Jt.
, . , ....~ . "
", !

. ' .
'.' "

t.

H. Brooks

,...'. ,

The purpose of this bulletin is (l)t,opre$ent basic information on the
.,;". i'· "",., ,

• . ,,',.;,.. ".s., ," ' - : . ,. ... ,.- .:...";. • .

cost of operating farm tractors, machinery, workst ock-epd equipment, and (2)
, "

"
,

. . - , ' . ,

to present and compare production reqin.remerrt.s "for' mechanized and non-machan-
, '. .. ' . ,

ized methods' of produ~tion.:' This in~ormat:i.on shquld.be helpful to farmers
-. ' .'..,-

,

who contemplate mechanizing 'their farms as well as to those whose farms are
, ," '

'. . ,,'

now largely mechanized.
"

.' v •

. . ( ,

..

• •
This report appliE3s "part.ipulariy-to the Nort.harn Goastal Plains of North

"

. .'., .

Carolina, the agriculture :61'whichischarac,terized by', the production of pea-
,

-
nuts, cotton and t.obacc o, , Farmers in' this area are aware of the possibilities

;''''.. '.,
- , '" ...... . .. - .

of further mechanizing farming operations. It is of extreme importance to

cost rof mechanical' and animal power for severalscrutinize the comnarative

.
" ' .

", .
:

'.
reasons. First, man Labor

•
, ,

is utilized,muchmore efficiently when mechanical..

power,is used, second, the
" ,

reiaxation; of controls on ~arm machinery manufac-
, - "

ture is making it possible
r

for" farmer-a to substd'tube imechanfca.L power for mule
-" ., -

1 ' , •

•
, ., .

.

power~t an accelerating rate,iand third, price and cost relationships are
- .. ,', . ,

". -,,' " .,,
likely to be such in the Lmmedf.at.e p.bst-war adjustment period to force farmers

"

to adopt the most efficient methods of production •..
, '

This area was chosen f'ortst.udy because of, (1) the adaptability of farm-
.. ,

ing systems to mechanized methods " and' (2) .the large number of highly mechan-. ,
, '

,

ized farms now in the area! The'study is based on a survey of 61 farms which
" • . I

",

y H. Brooks James, Agrictiltural Ec onond st , Diviai on of Farm Management and
Costs, Bureau of Agricultural Economics ; Frank D. Rlrlow, Jr., Associate
Agricultural Economist, Department of Agricultural EconOmiCs, North Carolina
Agricultural Expe rf.merrt Station.'
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had mechanized practically all of' their farming operations by the fall of

1945. These farms were distributed as follows: 29 in Halifax County, 25

in Edgecombe, 6 ih Bertie, and 5 i.n Martin, figure 1-.... In- addition, .this sur-

vey of 61 highly mechanized farms was supplemented with information obtained

in 1941 from 128 non-mechanized farms in Halifax County •
..

A stratified random sample 'was the nrocedure followed in the selection

of the farms. The 61 highly mechanized farms were selected on the basis of

the degree to which farm oocratd.ons were mechanized. Farms on which tractor
" ..

• ", .• _m.',
- .- . ~ .. .. .•.- . 4. _ ._

power and equipment were not used in planting" andcultivating were e+iminated
.. .' . ,

•
from this group. .'The 128 farms surveyed in Halifax County in 1941 w¢re select-

. .,

cost of mechanical and

ed at random from a stratified sample as to size and type •.....<,:".::,'-

these two surveys

The:data.:from
•

animal power.
."' ..~,., .'

, ., .
,

The type of power used in produc:lngthe various crops is definitely re-
- i ~

lated to the ef'f'Lc Ierrt use of other nroductive resources. In thePiast two.. .

. . ' .." ...
sections of this report nhysical~p:r.9duction requirements and monetiary costs

:; ," .".. .' .::;

are analyzed for

. ,",

r

COST OF OPERATINGTRACTORS 1 '
, .

;: .
,,~. :;.' "

There were 125 tractors oD~rated on the 61 mechanized fai-ms. A record
•. 1 • " .... M';~ ..

. .... ,:"':.. ::.:'.~ '.:' .::..,':--':,> ':.<":~.'/>~ . :.' i .

for each of these tractors proVided tha·da't.a'."jordQ.!iornining,th4 cost of
. 2/

, : .. '.':... . ~ . .',.., . ..
'j.' ..... ,_.,'

operating farm tractors in the area.
V, • •• .'

••

...".'-. . .
•

The 125 tractors were divided into three size groups-~S~a.l+j medium and
'§./ '<; ,

large on the basis of the draw;"~r horsepower rating. . Tra~t;(#s' that were
"'hi ,·-.-_:-.·.;:~.,:;.·..··.:,i I

: " ...•..: .; '. .':::':. r-. :.~":•.•.• • I· ", ' •• ,; ~

gj The number of tra,ctoI.'s:by s;iie, ~~~ and model is listed!'Jri.:lA~endix
ta hIe 1, pa 0'8 29' ...; - , ,.~<. .. •••• ::::::' :;'.:~; ,.... ..... •• " :>.; ,

::-- . ~.. , .... .." ~ ..._. ',' '-."

21See "Summary of Results of ,the Nebraska Tractor Tests,i;"'unt;f-ersity of
Nebraska, Dent. of Agr~ Englneeri11g, Jan, 1, 1942~. The horsepower ratings
used were those determined in Test F giving 100 per cent maximum load.

: .
'. .

.' , .

- --. .
• •

,
.. . .

, ". r -

"," .

. . . .
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...

.m 'bJ' 1 .' .. 1 a .. e _• The average cost of operating SILCt11,medium and Largo tractors pel' 1G-hour day
in the Northern Coastal Plains, 1945 11

Cost of operation:
Gasoline 1"-1 .16 12.35 1.97 17.00 2.72 22.70 5.65 16.90 2.70\...10. •

Oil Qt. .17 1.16 .20 1.33 .23 . 1.65 .28 1.54 .25
Grease Lbo .13 .26 .04 .38 .05 .45 .06 .57 .05

.

Oil filter. No•. ~70 . I" .08 .15 .10 .10 .07 .14 .10. .. '" .
Service labor Hr,. '.30 .53 .16 .57 .17 .75 .22 .59 .18
Repairs .80 .74 .77 .76
Deprecfat.Lon. Y 1.17 1'.07 1.36 1.12
Ent.e resf '§j " • .27 .28, .34 .29

-~ .. _---. '

Total cost per t
CJl

IG-hour day :Y 4.69 5.36 6.73 5.43 I

~ . -. ,

Jveragehorse.power rating §/
,,

Days worked per year (lO-hour')

Average annual cost of operation
per tractor

Number-of tractors

12.79

77

$361.13

22

20.94

92

$493.12

87

32.75

99

$662.22

16

•
21.02

90

:$488.70

125

17Average for 125 tractors on 61 mechanized farms. .' . - - .
gf Average purchase price of small tractors, $841; medium tractors, $1,015; large tractors, $1,355, and of all

tractors, $1,028. Average estimated years of useful l~fe 101' small tractors was 9.4 years, medium.tractors, 10.3
years,large tractors, 10.1 years, and of all tractors, 10.0 years.

'§! Interest charge 5 per cent on one-half of the average purchase price .•
!/. Does not include ,3. charge for taxes, shelter, or other items not enumerated.
§! Average of the rated horson~ver in Test F of the N8braska Tests.
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rated 16 horaenowe'r or Leas were classified as small, those rating over 16

horsepower and less than 29,were classified as medium, and those rating 29

, "
. ' '

horsepower or over were classified as large. The average horsepower rating

for the small group was 12.79, for the medium group 20.94, and for the large

group 52.75.
• •

. ' '

, . The cost 'of operating different size tractors per lO-hour day Ls sumn.ar>

ized in table 1. The relative Lmnor-t.ance of cost items for onerating differ-

ent size tractors is given in figure 2. It is often misleading to comnare

•
the cost of operating different size tractors unless it is recognized that

larger tractors develop mor~ qor.sepower 'and will accomplish more work in a
•

•

,
given 'time than will small tractors. The purpose here is to present the aver-

age costs of operation for small, medium a,nd large tractors.. This will provide
. ' .

sufficient infonnatibn for the use 'of farmers who wish to compare the cost of

, , operating different size tractors as well as to compare tractor and animal
,
,

power.
•

The tractor costs in table I are average costs and there is consicler-.. .- . -
. '

able range in cost.s above and "beLow those in the table. The CO[~t of operating

tractors per day or per hour depends uoon the proportion of the full horse-

power capacity utilized.
•

Also, the cost of tractoroneration varies with the

type of work that is beinp.: done, table 2.

Table 2. The variat.ion in cost per hour for heavy and light work for
small, medium and large tractors, N9rthern Coastal 'Plains, 1945. y

,

Size
Group

•

. Small
•
Medium
large
Average .'

22 .
87
16

125

. ,

\ '

•.'

• •
hour for.-
Aver.3.gc

loao
---~---

Cents
46.9
53.6
67.3
54.5

small grain and s oy-
discing. .,
planting, combining
work.

17S~ary for 125 tractors. See Appendix tables 2,3,4 and 5, pages 30 & 31.
for further details. .'. .. .

.'y. Heavy load includes brcakf ng and
,Y Light load includes cultivating,

beans, mowing harrowing 'and belt
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,"
For instance, much more fuel. is requt red per day ' or per hour for heavy work

'.. . . w,
" .

such as breaking anddisci.ng than for harrowing,. planting, cultivating, etc.
, ,

The variations in cost per hour intabie 2 are Emtirely due to dlfferences in
: .'

fuel consumption as it was impossible to determine from the data the variation

in costs for depreciation and repa1rsfor'heaVy'and light work. There was no

sati.sfactory way to allocate these costs under practical. condUions where. , .

tractors were used for both kinds of work.
, '. ;

The cost ner daydeoend!?, not only upon the size of the tractor or the., .,
. -- .

type of work,
< " "

but orith~ .~~ber:-of days the t.ractor is used. The effect of

. '

,

• . ,
the number of days of use on the cost of onerating 87rnedium size tractors

per 10-hour day is presented in ta,ble 5. Of this group, 21 tractors were used

,

Table 5. 'fheeffect of annua~days of use on the cost ner lO-hour. . - ~

day and per hour i.of _..oncratd on for medium size tractors,
Northern Coastal Plai!1s" 1~4,5 11

'. . " .

.' ..

!/Averagefor S7medium size -tractors.
•

•
Annual days

of use "

Under 80
80 - 100
Over 100' ,
Average

•

51
24
52
87

Average days ~verage cost of operation
of' use, LEeE!'Q-hour:- daY] Per hour

-----' Dollars Dollars
62 ", 6 .15 •61
91 5.55 .54

121 5.00 .50
92 5.56 .54

, ' -

, '

. ,

t ,
....

less,than 800 hours a year. The average cost- .of operation was 61 cents an
....

, ,

hour , ' ,'I'wenty-four tractors were used from 800 to 1,000 hours. The average
, : .

c osb -ner' hour was 94 cents. The 52 tractors used over 1,000 hours a year

, .

Out of .nocket costs per hour-for fuel, mot.cr Oil, et c , , rsmain approxi-
• . ... : t

'.: '

.' ,

were operat~d at a cost of 50 cents.
" . ,

. .:; . .

' ... . ....

,

...
,,

"

Inately constant regardless of the:~~tent~·of' use. .The costs for depreciation
." ..

" ...
" .

'. and repairs depend to a large extent"QPon the numbe-r of days the tractor is
~. .

used per year and account primarily .f'or the relationships of per hour costs
" . . .

.,', "of operation to the annual use. •
, .. .', . .,

, ,

.....

"



-8-
".....', ." ..

" "

The kind of fuel used affects the cost of operating tractors. Of the 125
. , .

•
'. ,":',.'- . " .

."tractors in this study, gasoline was used Tor 100 and ker-osene .or tractor fuel

was used for only 25. Since gasoline was the" most common fuel used , the cost
.~ . .

of operating all tractors is based un on. the "use of gas o.Hne ,.

Of the 125 tractors imal:yz~d, 109 were mounted on rubber and only 16

were on steel, table 4.
'. ",

Table 4.
and the

The number of tractors mount ed on rubber and steel
estimated life of tractor tires by size of tractor

Northern Coastal :Plains, 1945. Y
of tires

Fr-ont."
Estimated life
Back

Tractor mounted on
Rubber ' _r"~S:-':"t-ee~l:--"--+--=-~=""-"-''--'''~'"--'-''-~~-,.,--

~=~"-----_....;...---
Size of
tractor

Small
Medium
large

18
77
14

4
10

2

7.5
6.8
7.3

5.1
4.4
4.9

4.6•7.016109All tractors·
1 - --,- 0. .__. _

""11Average for 125 tractors.
" "

Th!3.:.average of farmers' estimates of the exnected life of rubber tires
•

was 7 years for the ~arge tires on the rear and 4.6 years for the front tires •

•

COSTOF OPERATINGTRACTORWACHINRRY

This section deals only with the cost of ooe rat.Lng tractor equipment ..
•

The cost of operating mule or horse-drawn equipment is treated in the section
. .

on the cost of works t ock , The cost of operating tractor equipment is summar-

tractor equipment, excluding combines and peanutized in three parts; (1)
V

pickers, (2) combines,
•

and (5) peanut pickers. ." .
",;' "

T~e cost of operating trac-yor equipment: Relatively large inves;tments

in machinery and equioment were found on the mechanized farms, tables 5<;l;nd 6.

g Principal items of tractor equinment are shown in Appendix tables 6,7,8 and
9, Page 32 to nage 35.
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Table 5. Average rracbd.ne ry inventory and related' data for farms
r: with one, two or three tractors and for all f'arms ,

Northern Coastal:Plains, 1943. 11

38

113

145

Dollars
1,515

60

228 h

171

2,410
Dollars

,

38

92

138

Dollars- .
1,510

97

21

79

Dollars
826

353

123
•

. .. ",

' ..",

..

'. ." - ' '

- . . . ..-' ..' .~,-

476' .

191 :,',

352

119

. . " ".. .

, ,

. ,

•
61"

224,

Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
2,52"8 . ,:4';(67",7 ,62t> -4,,915

•

. .

Includ i ng tr~ct ors', combines] Excluding tract ors, comb;i.nes,
, peanut pickers for farms with· peanut pickers for farms with

One Two Three Average One Two Three Average
t rac- t rac- for all t rac- trac- trac- for all

.
tors

II farms 2/, . tractor 'tors .. farms 2 tor . -t ors tors. . .'. . , .

Irtvestment per farm
Annual depreciation

per farm. V.•'". ,..
Annual repairs per

farm y " .
Annual interest charge

per farm §/ c.

y Average for 17 farms ~ith one tractor, 29 farms with two tractors; 12 farms with
three tractors, and 3 farins'With more than throe tractors per farm.

y Includes data for 3 farms with 4 or'rtic;re t'ractors.
~lAverage purchase price.d.el!r€lc~ated, by the "average of farmers' estimates of useful

life. . .' .'.. ",. " "h'..:.'

y. Average of farmers ,t~stiniates fo:t,194~,,: .. :: '.'
§I Interest charge 5 per cent of one~half purcnaseprice.,. "- .... : :'.~

' ..

• •

. ,
.. , , '

• '. .' :

Tractors, comtinesand peanut picker~ a,cCQunted' for appr-oxf.mabe Iy two-thi1-ds of
. . . '.-

the total investment, per farm, SeC ApP~l1dix tables 6,7,[3 and 9, pages 32 to 35,.
, - • > - - " :" .• ,-.. •

, ,

: Thetotalinvestmentin:t-.rac:tor and trac,tor equipment per acre in crops was. ..' . .

largest onTarms wi;th, two or three t ractors ~ The investment in tract or machin-
" . '. . '..' " .' .'

e'ry,excluding t.ract.ors, .c ombtnes , .andjieanut pickers .was $826 on farms with
. :" ~ .

• •

one tractor, '$1, :;510,on farms, with,tw() t ract.ors and $2,410 on farms with three
, . . ,

, '

•

per acre
three
1945 1/

.. .. . . -. .." .', '

~.. -
·'·Tabi~6.:'Av~rage.acres· in'crops~machin,~ry trtvestment

in _~rops, ,and related data, f.or farms VIith one, two or
. tractors arid 'for all farms . Northern Coastal Plains. . .- • •C ' . •.. ..' ... •

• ., .
Farms with• .;' ..

.' . • , . ,

"Item , , One Two- Three . Average• ,
2/

" . ,.. ' tractor 't ractors tractors .:all farms. • ' .

Acres • y ,
251 409 ! . 564 458ln crops ' .

~.. .. '

. ,- '

Acres d.n row crops. ,
Acres in sZ11all grain and Lespedeza
Numberof 1 1ffor kSt 6Ck ', - . ' .
Acres i"n crops 'per ~orl<:' animal
Number of ·farm families •. , ..'.

.' ..
Acres in crops per farm family
Investment per acre in crops 4
1 See foot notes for table 5.
[( Includes data for 3 farms with 4
y Excluding COVGrcrops.
Y Includes investment for tractors,

232 357 593 564.

19 72 171 94
, ,., , ", . :8.3 ... 11 ..0 ... ,19,.q 15, .

30.2'
'" . ' '37.2' ....' .

36.9 55.2
5.5 8.6

',,; --

10.9 10" , ' ...

.'.,
>-51.147.4 ' '. 51.7 45.8' .

10.07 $11.66 15.52 10.73

or more tractors.

combines, and peanut pickers.
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.... ,,; ,,'
,,';. ,., '

", ..'
The average cost of operating tractor equipment on the mechand.zed

~ ..' '. " .
""' .

fanns, excluding tractors, c ombf.nescand. peanut' pickers, was $1."85 per lO-hour
- .' .'

,
,

day, 18 cents an hour or 65 cents an a<::re, tabl~ T. Depreciation amounted to

,.,' . ,

approximately 50 per cent of the:total~~o~.tJ~nd renaf.rs 38 per cent ,. - - ,,' - . '"
.

. -- ,,' . . .' I ! .

. .' .. -'

.., -. , .

' ..
.-'

Cost', per acre.
in ..crops 4
Dollars ,

•.25 . ,:.'
... . . .•3'2 :.• ~! .: ' ,\

, ~" ,,, .... ' _ .. ,,' ,~. -"
' .

_. ,,",

Cost ne'r :3
10-hour dav

Dollars
.70
.90
•23

. ".'

.
. .- ,

.!,' .

.18
' __ n.

, , .., ,,'

296

•

....Annual 2
cost

Dollars
liB
:)..45

58

, .", :

.. .,,­..

• I

Item, .

. .,.

Table 7 •. The average machinery cost 'neryear,per hour, per lO-hour
day of use; and .per,acre inthe.Norlher.~ Gq8:st.al ~Plains, ' 1943.y-' '" ..

. ' ,,' .' . _.. -" .
, .- _ .. ... ~" I -

.
Repairs §/ ...
Depreciation §/
Interest 'JJ

Total

...
,

." .- - .' .

..

• •
used

_,.;dYdA:Je~~ge' for '61 f~nn~.j Excludes :tra'ctorB, peanut nickers and C0171bine9,.
y. Averac;e' annua L cost for. 61 .farms , ,', . , .. Y:'

Y Average annua l., cost, divided by theaveraP:8 number of days t ract or-s were
. : 'excluding days' used for picking peanuts and combining.. . . .."
if. Excluding cover crops, includingsma11grains and lespedeza.'
y. Average of farmers' est tmat.es ; " . .... .
§I Purchase price depreclated by the average. estimated life of mac~~ne~~
ZI Interest charge. 5 percent of one -half of' bhe ave rage purchase price •

,.. • .. d"'

.-
The cost of operatd.ng tract,or machinery vades from farm' to 'fa~ as'well

". .' . .
, .-' .. ' ...-. - "

as in inverse proportd cnt o the, ext.errs of use •. ' The' machineri:costper farm
. '. .

., .
,".'.>:'-' . ~ .' .., -. , ' . '': .'" -.. ..' .

increases with the sj.~9·. offaI'J!l"bl.~tas a rule, the~per' acre' costs decline,
.' . ','

." - .

", ~,,' ,

The cost per a.cre depends more on the number ()f'daysthe' e~uip~~nt
"

table 8.
. ~, . ". , .... ' . ,

, . '. " . ,

Table 8. The cost of .operatingtractor -machi.ne'ry Per fann, rier acre in crops
and per acre in ~}ow Crops by size of farm, Northern Coas~al Pla:i..ns ,.~~.4:3·Y

, ' , _.
Number Average acres • 1v1achinery Cost per •J.n ac;re-1.n

Acres • y of 1\.11 .Raw' cost per All
.

..RowJ.n cr-one
", .

farms crops .cr-ops farm
. .' .

crops' ,; '. crops, .. , ., .. ._--. , .. . .-: - , ... -.. ....-. .,"' .

..,
. f·"'

.-
, ..•. '.• ," "r .'

- -' '.,
.; - '-

.65 .".81 " •
,'~ " -',., ~ •...:.. ' . ... ..' .'., .

", '-.. ,, ,
564

. .. r·

.. ,. '155 . 179 1.05 1.17
_..... '. --.

. "320 . 267 .68 .83
. --.....

'674 ..... 477., . -,.54"" :.·:·.:n:,~·"·

296458

. , .....- . .

61

, . ~ , ,. .. . .....-
.¥' • ,.: '. .

Less.th~n.~50 acres· '20',' . l?CJ
250 - 499 acres " 24 " '-594'. "~' .

Over 499 acres ... , 1:7, .88.6 •

Average'all fams
, . , .

y Average for 61rnebhanized ~~nns. Tr&ctor machinerx eX~1.urf~?tfa6to~s, "'~'Qn.t- .
. bines and peanut "pickers. , .. . , . ,. :' ""' .. '..•.'- .,-... : .."

y Excludes acres .in cover crops., Lncludes small grad.ns and l~,spedeza.". r- ':f,

•
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"
.' ...

" ., .. "
, , , ." ~'" , '.

_ -1;- •

. , .
, .

. ,;

,

, , "

. , ,' .
. ' ; ':. ,.;.::', .':......;.z:..-'~
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is used than on size of farm, however.

. ., , .
- ' -,,' ...- ." i ' .. 'f . '.

" , . ..
The reason that,theper"8cre costs are

lower on farms' with more than 499 acres 1_n crops is the fact that >the: machf.nery
. '. . -

is usually more fully utilized. The cosbs are h1ghE:r·on.farm:s:vJith'lcss.than

. ' . - ' ,'.- ( '\ \

250 acres in crops because the machinery' is not used to it's·' ma:til1lUli1C<3.pa.city:~ .

Where there is sufficient custom work available for tho smaLl farmer, ;i..t is
.'

. . .
possible to utilize the machinery more' fully, t.hus vreducd ng the per hour cost

of operation.
, .

•

The cost of operating combf.nes e--- The average annu~l cost of operating 49

six-foot combines was $178.06. The average s:i.X~footcombineharvested 144 acres

of grain, soybeans and lesnedeza at a cost; of $1.24 per ac're , table' 9.
. . .

Depree; at; on was the largest item ofeost 'and account-ed for 59 percent

of the annual cost of combines. Annual .repaa rs accounted for appr Oximate ly '30

per cent of the total cost, and interest on one-half of the average purchase··

price amounted to 11 per cent. .'.

': . ,

Table 9.
operating

The average
combines in

. ,-

annual cost and the cost Der acre
the .Northern ,Coastal PlaiI?-s,.1943

. , . .: :',' .

of
1 1
.J

. ,

." '.

• 'r"

t '-.. ..'.' . ,

.,... ...~.

. .. ',. , . '.

..
" .

.
Annual. cost " _..
of combine

~p178.06.. '---

$53.00
lO CO 1'7.... .J.- v;

19.9$ .. '

..

" ..

" .-

•

Item

.. . ...'

Repairs and upkeepy
Depreciation 2/ .
Interest y .:.

Total §/

-------,,-,----------_ ..---'---_ ..----------:--.--:,----:-._------

Acres harvested per combine
Cost per acre

144
... .. . $1.24 . . " '

" "

V Average 'for 49 sdx-rf'ootrcomtd.ness .. . .' . .' : .. , " 'LO'

Y Ave.rage of farmers' estima.:tes. of the .annuCi.l'rep'airand upkeep uosbs, '.:;
.'§/ Average of the~st~ma"tec:i purchase price 'wa~ $799', 'and the e'3t-imated' useftJ.).

. life was 7.6 years." . '. " .'. . ... ." '., ,'. ·-'.f· '_'.

Y.Interest charged,at,5 per .cent, on one-half of t.hejrve'rage ·'pu:r.chase 'price.
y Does not include '8. charg~for:.·taXes.anci.sheitdr'~·' .....,... '" .. "', .... " " .- '. ; .' .. ' ..~:, ',.,,' .'. :'.', '.- ":' '.,. ~ ., , ' .,

.- " ,,-':', ' , .'

. ".,. . " '.' ..
.,' . '~ ."

'. ,. .;,.

,.','...
, .. "', .'

,"".~";.:: ',,;-,: .....
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These are average costs for six-foot comtines with t.he power take off.
,. ,

-..'. ..
tt is recognized that cost Del' acre on different· farms would vary from the

.

. average costs presented here depending on (1) the's,ize and. ty.oe of combine,
.- . ..- . -. ~ . -' .'- .'

(2) the cost new, (5) the annual acreage comcd.nedjjand (4)"!:-he care given the

machine.
-, ,-

,. .,

.. -.' -

. " ... - -

'. ." ".

Tp.e cost of operating pe~ut pickers: The ave raze , annual cost. of oper­

ating 56 peanut pickers was $115.60. ~he average mac~ine was used to pick 124
•

acres and the average annual cost ner acre was 93·o.en'tf'" }.a ble J.O~
" ..

Expenditures for repairs was the principal-litem of cost ~ acc ountd ng for..

49 per cent of the total. Depreciation amount ed.rt o 3eper cent of the total
..

annual cost and interest on the investment was 13 0er cent. r~ore was con-

siderab1e variation in costs per acre 'above.tand below' the avcrage , depending

mainly upon the acreage picked per machine, .annua l repairs and the years of

useful life.

Table 10. The average annual cost and the
cost per acre of ooe rat t.ng peanut .rxi cker's"

. in the Northern Coastal Plains, 1945.' 1/" ....;,
•

Item

Repairs and upkeep y
Depreciation '§/
Interest ¥

Total §/

'" .. Acres .nicked per machine
Cost per acre
...

•

.. .- UAver.agefor 56-peanut pickers. '.. , .; ,- .._, -, ,.:- '
y. Average of farmers' est:i mat es of the annua L. repair and upkeep 'cost,s •

. [/Average of,tbe estimated purchase price was $60~,ai1d th~E!st?-mated useful
life was 15. 6 years.' . '.'

Y Interest charged' at 5 ner cent on one-ha Lf .of' the av:er~gepu:rdhase, price.
§/ Does .not include a charge for taxes and shelter. '.' -•.'.::,
§J Includes custom picking.


