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SUNMARY

The average coet ofhenereting small treetore wae 47eents'anwhour,

medium size tractors o4 cents, 1arge trectorsé7'eenﬁe, endtﬁe.aVerege
for all tractors was 54 cenﬁsr ' o ) - -
The average cost.of operation per hour #arieeceieh'ﬁhe eiZe‘of'loed.

With an average 1oad the cost per hour for all tractors was 54 cents,
W1th a 1ight loed 48 cents, and wzth a heavy'load 60 cents. l

The average cost of oneration'varleS'w1th the amount of use. Médinm.éiee

tractors used licss chan 800 hours a year resulted in an operatlng eost of

¢,6; cents an hcao, froem 300 to 1 OOO hours, 54 cents, and over 1, OOO hours,

'-..'t\._

S0 cents,
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Tractors, combines znd peanut pickers accounted for 69 per cent of the

- total investment i mrchinev:.

The average machinery iavesiment wes #10.73 per acre in crops, excluding

cover crops.

t
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The average cost of operating tractor equipment, excluding tracfors, com-
bines and peanut pickers, was $1.83 per 10-hour day, 18 cents an hour or

65 cents an acre.

The average annual cost of operating 49 six-feet'combinee3Was'$178 08..
The average six-foot comblne hervested 144 acres of graln, sqybeans, and
leSpedeza at a cost of $1 24 an acre.

IThe average annual cost of operatlng 56 peanut plckerS'was $115 60. LTHe

‘\

average machine plcked 124 acres of peanuts at a cost of 95 cents an acre.

The ayerage annual groes cost_of\keeplng'workstock, excluding the cost of

¢ S

shelter and taxes, was $197.87_per.head;'theaverege'annuelnneﬁ cost was

$185.87 per head. |
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10. The average mule on non-mechanized farms worked an average of 800 hours
. per year at‘a net cost df 23 cents an hour, excluding cost of shelter and
taxes, but with credit for manure. o

11. High feed prices accounted for the relatively high cost of animal power

in 1943, Feed accounted for 73 per cent of the grosS§ost of keéping
- workstock. ‘

12, Workstock equipment costs ave}aéedz.z cents per hour 6f ﬁée.

15. On the basis of the average work performed, one mediuﬁ;siée £;actor
replacés approximately six mﬁies. -

14, DMechanized methods of farming requ{red fewer hoﬁrs of.ﬁan‘labgr tq pro-
duce the principal fieldcrops'in-1943. The 1argest félétivelredﬁction
in labor requirements was obtained for soybeans, sméii érains, corn,
peanuts and-cotton in ‘the order enumerated. o '

15. Crops were produced at'lbwér'cost*Where tracfor~powéf'was used. The
relative reduction in ner acre operating costs'ih~1943'wasllargest

. for.soybeans, followed by, small grains, corn, peanuts, and cotton.
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