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IRA OBED SCPAUB

Few people in this land of plenty fail to recognize the old

familiar proverb "that a good name is rather to be chosen than gr e et

riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. n

Yet, there are those who have devoted their lives toward helping

others, sacrif'icing chances to make riches, but gaining a feeling of

satisfaction from helping his f'e Ll.owme n ,

Typic&l of this smaLl, number is Ira Obed Schaub, director of the

North Carolina Agricultur~ Extension Service.

nDean Schaub," as he is affectionately known throughout the State,

is probably considered the most popular agricultural leader North Carolina

has ever known, because, "to know' him is to love him. n He is the ideal

of many of' the State's y cu ng leaders in the field of agriculture.

As director of the F~tension Service, a post which he has held

since 1924, Dean Schaub continues to lead this working force of more

than 500 people to meet the needs of the State's people.

Recently, when it was evident that a reduction in flue~cured

tobacco acreage was imperative, Dean Schaub was among the first to see

the effects which this would have upon the economic welfare of the

thousands of N~rth Carolina farm families who depended upon tobacco as

their source of livelihood. Even before the actual percentage reduction

was announced by government officials, Dean Schaub had organized a

machine of Extension workers to work out recommendations on a more

diversified system of farming for each county which was to be presented

to farmers in the 40 odd counties growing flue-cured tobacco. Other

&gricultural leaders were told of his plan and each endorsed it as the

most successful attempt to meet the needs of the farmer.
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1When the 272 per cent reduction was announced, Dean Schaub set

his machine in motion. Armed with the facts and figures, this group was

divided into t1AOteams. Bach team was ass igned a certain number of

counties where they visited and met with county leaders and presented

them with recommendations which the farmers of that county should follow

to make up for the lost income from tobacco.

This acreage reduction was not a shock to Dean Schaub, bec~use he

had foreseen the necessity of it, and had told others it was "bound to

come. n Like everyone, Dean Schaub hated to see such a large amount of

the farmer's income removed at once, but it. did present a good opportunity

for him to stress the point he has always advised~-more diversified farm~

ing. And this is what he and bis te8IDs of workers preacbed as they

visited those flue-cured tobacco counties.

That is just one example of merry in which the "De an" has dram up

a program to Je ad North Carolina.' s farmers t hr-ough periods of neoes sary

adjustments.

Director Sctaub grew up like most other farm boys. He was born

on a farm in Stokes County, North Carolina, on September 28, 1830, the

son of' an old l\Ioravinn family long settled in that region. After attend-

ing the r-ur-a L schools, be entered N. C. state Colle ge and Graduated in

1900 as a meuilier of the ei~hth class. While a student at State College,

he majored in agr\culture and chemistry. Following his sraduation he

was awarded a s cho Lur-s.hl p to Johns F.'opkins rniversity where he took

r- dv sn c c. 1~Tor1 "'''orci Q...L oJ"V .n..l a doctorts degree in chemistr·y.

Unable to finish his work at the time, be accepted a position as
•

assistant chemist at the Illinois }i:xperiment Station where be worked

from 1903 to 1905 with Dr. C. G. Hopkins, noted soil scientist. He next
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joined the faculty of Iowa State College as assistant professor of

soils, remaining there until 1909. . n Towa T 'r.,~"1 .L '11ct, "'c!.l. Schaub met and

married I,liss k:aude I:ennedy, a farm Girl.

1\1'. Sc haub r-e t ur-rie d to Yort.b C8.1'olina in 1909 to oe,...;in tte first

!l TT "'1' b- _., U::.:.. ..'.. , V

,
wor-x •1n the ''''1' n anc L"I1.. c, e. suo oor-tL """"1::-.t-V

-A J... end
~vuca~lon~oar .• second year as club agent, he started

'" l' 'ill" 1'- r'" L L i::l '-irIs and secured tbe
~

services of Dr. Jane co
.~ . }flCIUmmon,

t he n PDc'nc-edv 1J V.Lcc....c a lecturer for the old Farmers' Institute.

C ...,IJ e,4 r- r,' r- LnCI.. ~ loA C-.b t:t. in 1913, and 1,.1'. Schaub went with the Prisco REJlroad as

ar;riculturel agent J remaining with the road until it vvas taken over as

a war measure in 1918. He WBS then appo Ln t ed rep,iona1 director for the

Ii'e d er c t i on .::x t en s i on Service at ';'!8shin t.,:ton in charge of the Southern

states.

On July 1, 1924, at the insistence of Dr. n 10f '-:1' 1··'0 I' "" t he 1"'\.j"". " ~..l.;,.. (::) ....... , 1.1 .......

t he de an of ...,[."1'1' cu l t ur-e0-0 ..L. v _ at 0+-rte CoLl.erze-.;iva v -~G' h'lr. Sc haub returned to North

'"""1' "1.'1nsVe. U .L c. 8S director of the stste CoLLe ge .Sxtension Service, becoming

dean of tte school of agriculture in 1926. On !Jecember 1, 1937, he was

made t ' d' ,ae 1ng 1rec"[;or of the Experiment station due to the resignation

of ~~. R. Y. ~inters and served in this capacity until October, 1940.

Fot only is he regarded a creE,t leader in his own native s t s.t e ,

but he is constantly being called into consulation on many agricultural

problems t hr cughout the South.

Mr. Schaub has f'o'Ll.owe d the development of af:ricul tural extens ion

s inc e its b e cf.nn Lno and is known t br-o ur-houb Arnerica for his construc ti ve
L' '--' ' ....J .

efforts with the organization. He also aided .:;reatly in the development

of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration program in the State.

Fis advice is soti~ht frequently in Washington to aid in planning

national agricultural policies, b e c aus e he knows both the scIentific
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and pract ieal side s of farming. His leadership in many phases o f' the

Federal program to save the soil, control production and put land to

better use, and his cooperation with all agenciesdesi~ned to enrich

rural life, has enabled North Carolina to enjoy practically all of the

adv an t arre s of the :"overnment activities.
~ ~J

He has done, and is still doing, as much as any man, and more

thm most men, to rehabilitate the agriculture of the South.

Mr. Schaub is a member of numerous honorary scholastic and pro­

fessional fraternities and clubs. Among them are Kappa Sigma, Alpha

Zeta, Acacia, Phi Kappa Phi, Epsilom Sigma Phi, Lamma Gamma Delta, Pine

Burr and others. In may, 1937, he was awarded the Honorary Degree of

Doctor of Science by Clemson College, South Carolina.

---FFJeter---


