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Totals
iniy 3 sounties carried the Clothiny project furiher than the come
rletion of the foundutionm puttern, _svidsen did work in e¢ldldren‘s
clothes; Guilford =and Northampton in dress apprsciation snd f&maﬁﬁliﬂg;
and tashington Jdid only the kilnono gleve project, .ﬁaatl&n@ haz not com=

rlzted ite rgé ect,
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Clothder gmesme o lend iteelf vory well to the uee of locel
lenders. The report of trhie vork {rom Vavidecon County s typieal
for the countles in which Clothiny hes bLesr carried on.
“There wore 280 wemen whe gnrolled but 2 jood meny heve fullen

by the wayside. ‘ur work wee curried on by the looxl lesder pethod
and in thiz county 4% hns rrover wort succsssful,  There vere seven
elube and esch zeolecstad two lezders. These lenders comwe into Lexing=
tony the County “sat, for {our wﬁ@%iﬁg% which were conducted by our
clothing epocleidety 'les Haler istabresk, and In roetl ceses these
lenders wemt back to their own clubr end gave lepsor ne outlined, Uur
first meetling #ee beld in the lotel warck dining room and the subjsoct
studied was "Fimono “leove Irese.” This lesmor was Jivided into three
sarte thal the leadsrs mizht uss 41 for thrse vestings. 4t €he firet
moetin: the leaders assslsted by the home spent gave a devorntrstion

in draftine 2 Blrono sleeve patiern, snd sfter the demonstration the
women ware pub to work in prours of two sws did thelr ven drsfting,

it thie next meeling cach woman brought her dresgs which she had cut

from her drafted pattern und after n Jevonsivatlion was given in fitting
s dress the women Tltted each other., fier thoes ﬁyaﬁa&@ ware allered,

heme beeted, and balt limes losated olub members vers shown how to come
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vlete their drafted patterns, The third lesson wes collers, the
women were taupht how to cut » coller to fit any sh&ge‘ef the neck~
to roll, “‘any of the women expressed themselves as belng delighted
with thie information. ~ollare had always been s vroblem to them and
now they wouls have nothiig te worry about along that line.

“"Gur next lesson was on children's clothes. The clothing specinle
iet held the school at the Court Houme mnd displayed some very attractive
Cresses 5uitﬁ$l@ for ahildren from eiphteen ronths old to ten years,
These models were copied and displayed at all the club meetings. ite
tractive bonnets and anrons to wateh the dregses nnd u strony ayppesl
to the women,

“Ye are indebted to a rumber of cormercial firme for some &xaellaﬂﬁ
bulletineg snd leaflets on children's clothes which were dirtributed at
these weetinzg. The outstending festures of leesons on children's
clothing were the sisplicity of design and consiruction smd the suitabi-
lity of meterimls, Tarents are prone to begin dressing children in
silks «hen they sre guite yaﬁﬁg and all the children’s clothes which
we showed wers wmade of cotiony simply trimrned, and sasy to launder.

The women secred & great deal ﬁer@ interested in children's clothes
than they were in their own., The hardest job I hed wes to get ull my
thinge together and get hove when the weeting wes supposed to be over,
so eager wers the womsn to cut patterns by the wmodels,

“Cur next set of lessons wne on the “oundation Pattern, iss
Letabrook ﬁrr&ﬁg&& for two leemone, one for each meeting. The first
ilegspon included messurements of the women and insiructions as to the
amount ol materisl to buy, the kind of patterns to use, and the equip=
ment necessary for mexing a foundation pattern, The sscond lessorn of

this group was the mctuasl fitting of the patterns. The women had cut
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and basted » baek sn. front nnd one sleeve, these were mede to fit
those who owned the onttern, and 2ll the merkinge were nede to sid
the cutting and making of the dress., T7These lescone have extended
over a reriod of time since sowme o the women could not corme to the
Firet derongtration and others were not eflficient whern it carme to
fitting. It wee usunlly necessery Tor the lesders and for me to
check on thie ftype of work, 4ll the women want & foundation pattern
but getting them storted off right ig the bigpest problenm, » periect
forty-~four will insist on using the vattern of & perfect thirtyesix
and then can't understand why it is such a job to rake the prtiern
fit,

"(ur lest lesson was on variations of the foundetion rattern. e
ghowed the women how to make an epaulette sleeve; to audd fullﬂﬁaﬂ st
the srmeeeye nnd hew to make & c<ropped shoulder, using their founda=
tion patternz,. “o nlso reviewed the lseson on collars and finishes
vhich was given in connection with the kimone sleeve dress,.

it mll of these neeotinge sowe club member would roaed an article
which wae related to the subjeel of clothing, and one importent point
that the leaderes snd I tried fto stress wag how to tuke sway that home=
rade look. The womer ssem t0 %e rore interested than ever before in
looking their best, |

*Qur leunders' schools were most interesting and I helleve the
women en’oyed the social feature ms rmuch as the in&trmﬁtinm&l end of
ite Tach woman would bring some article of food and we would put it
21l together and serve our luncheon in this way., #11 of them said
they were delighted to pet s neal they hed not planned ond prepared,

"The project lemder method is the only one by which we could put
en o clothing program in this county. The wowen have besn quite fuithe

ful obout coming and taking the work back to their clubs =nd have
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goemed to Ieel the resconsibility of thelr offlice wore than &ﬂyihiwg
they have ever undertshken, ise istsabrook hed made ther feel it was
thedr duty to put the Clothing rreoject over in their communities,”

The agent rom Northam-ton County wrkes these comments reparding
her leaders' schwls. “ ighty=seven leuders ntiended four schools,
These leanders proved helpful by sesisting at repular reetinge and
holdin,; oclub meetinge in the sgent’s nbsence, They aleo aided in
advertizin, each meeting and ssw that the members carried preper
material for work, Leaders® Schiools were held im different compunie
tice each time and this helped to increase interest and keep up
enthuslean,”

The outstanding comments regarding the pattern lessons wers of
the joy resulting from a pottern which is sn exmet fit; then comes
the emphasls on tine snd expense saved by heving such g petterng
third but eguelly impertant is the expressgion of the velue of there
demonstrations to the women in selecting ready=rasde things, "I wee
struck with the number of women in this grour who did not sew but
bought wmost ol their things. They seemed 4o feel that they had ne
interest in the clothing lessons until they saw snd heard the demon=
stration, 1 believe they went sway with slwost ss much as the women
who o sew,”

Begt results vere obtained in the countlies where the pattern work
wag foliowed with some type of dress soprecimtion, Une women saiu, "It
hes node ze remlly see the dregses in the fashion books, Before I Just
looked thrauga and did not see the thinge '~ should heve at all,”

Stanly County agent saves of the lesdership; schools in Ulothing:
“In nddition to sowe dirset results in clothing it sold the leader
idems to the clube and hes helped me to ﬁélﬂgt lesdears Tor our next

project.”
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The eounties having had leaders in 1925 and 1926 report an appre=
cimble amount of help stlll beim; extende 'd by these leaders to the
other women of the community, One county having devoted lagt year
to clothing has the following report from leaders, 160 women being
repregented:
"Dresses rndOsseseesee2074
Undergarmentt.esesses2114
Hats mad@ssesserseess 567
Six additional counties reperted e program of three or lour
- monthe devoted %o cl@ﬁhiag; Instru@tian~waa chiefly in apprecistion
and construetion, Towe of the countise are teaching arprecistion
through an annvel talk on seasonal fashiong. Twe counties, Geston
and Northamnton, had 100% of the women taking the clething project

completing the work.

One county reports garments nmde by the club mew'

$1,137.50,

The firet prize in the Peter Van contest was won by & club woman
in jurham County. About nine counties held Cotton Contests and many
club wa@an participated in the contest conducted &i the Ctate liseting
of Federated ‘omen's Clubse.

The Glﬁthing Fally daye or Fashlon “hows of some kind are becoming
a general finale to the year's program im Clothing. One interesting
f@atura put @n.gﬁ the County ?air in sddition to the f&ahian show and
contest on an@thar day is reported as follows: |

"% the suggestion of the Home Agent the home makers assisted
by Eldermont Club gave an enjoyable and sntertaining lress Teview
at the liebane Falr as a climax to thedr clothing project for the ywar*
Costumes rapraﬁaﬁﬁgii#@ of esach decade from gquaint Narthse “ashington |

1o the present day's chic lasgsie with her sanely, sensidble hyglenic
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sarments were exhibited, Lembers of the two clubs neted as roiels,
while a-propriste susic was rendered., 7The wmodel gracelfulivy strolled
across the improvised stage, made the stmpe how of her period, and
copunlly dissovpearsd behind the tastelully decorated booth. etueen
the nusical coleetions one member gave historicel and degeriptive
readings of esch costume, clearly showing the complete emmncipation
of woman's garrments. The program closed with the ensemble of the
entire troupe with mppropriate chorus. ‘“verybody voted it a howling
success, It wap valuable to everyone concerned frow the tiny train
henrer of the bride of 1840 %o the vardious versons who lent the cuse
tumgs, for it sromntec eivie pride, s healthy ceoverative community

sririt, and served both ns en educational stimulant and & socisl tonic,”

Clothing work for girls consisis largely in inetructior is sewing,
In the older clubs the work has orogressed to the point where it isg
really ¢lothing instruction including sasleetion, study of the suitable
clothing f{or ccoseion, snd meking parmente te fill the needs of indie=
vi‘uals ag revesled by a wardrobe siudy,

Foreyth, Columbue, and Jtanly Counties sre finding it possidble
to get day school tosmchers to hold meetinge with the girls between
tie conthly meetinges with the mgent. 7Thisz nearly doubles the amount

that might be sccomplished but it veve to g0 slowly and be thorough

specially at the beginning, Several of the agents have locel women
who are club leaders and who attend the meetings nultiplying the supere
vision of the agent in thie wav, It hes proven very aﬁtigfﬁetmryt

The pirls in Columbue County have asved money to buy twe sewing
veachinas for club work,

The following revort from Davidson ﬁ@ﬁﬂt? ig tyvpieals

*a1l cirle® clubs in the county have studisd clothing {except
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balf the membsrs of the Denton Club and those girls have studisd
room improvement),

"In taking up clothing with the girle I have tried to follow the
outline sent out by the State office as nearly as possible, The smeller
girls are all able to make aprons and are delighted to have something
they can wear soon after they join the clothing elubd,

"Care and repair of elothing ie the second projeet taken up, In
the bepinning it is necessary to overthrow the ides that patching and
darning are pure drudgery and to inetill in them the idea that it 1s
one of the finest of fine arts. Some of the girls have become quite
proficient in the art of darning and teke & pride in their work,
¥atehing the pattern in patehing hes been onme of the hardest jobs
the little girle have in the care and repair of clothing.

“The simple kimono sleeve night goen gives the girls an idea

about drafting patterns and helps them to develoy initimtive in the
nanipulation of pattern and materinls, I% gives them more iddepen=
dence in the construetion of simple one piece dresses and the girls
have enjoyed making them. It has also given me ar opportunity to
teach them the proper decorstion for underweer and to diseourage
cheap looking finishes,

"In making the fourth project I have glven the girles a little
wider range of cholece than the bulletin suggests., I have allowed
the larger girls the privilege of making teddies or stepina, All
the 1ittle girls hsve made either the combination suit or bloomers
and waist,

“fome of the dresses the girls have made are a credit to any
grown person, No girl is sllowed to use aﬁyﬁh&ng axcept & wash
materinl and the simplest lines are chosen, Ve triesd to comsider

the suitability of trhe design and mmterisl to the wemrer and especinlly
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the importance of the personmality of the wearer.

*To stimulate interest in club work I have sllowed girls to
embroider dresser sete and scarfs and t0 make handmade handkerchiefs
and simple little Christmms gifts.

"ir, Sheffield, the Agricultursl Agent, and I have conducted
our e¢lub meetings jointly and when we divide our groups for project
work we try to mmke good use of the time alloted us, At the firset
of the year I found that I had so many beginners it was going to
be lmpossible for me to do justice to all of them so T asked the
club members of previous years to adopt a *little sister' and help
her with her projeet. Thie hees proven beneficisl to these elubd
lenders as well as to me, It has helped them review what they had
learned before and has been s means of getiing iths newer girls
along more rapidly than they could otherwise, In sll of the elubs
local leaders were selected to assist the boys and girle with their
work and in seven clube the leaders for the giris have functioned
but in the other clube they heve tsken no interest whatsocever,

"The girls have made 116 dresses, 385 aprons and caps, 294
pairs of bloomers and teddles, 204 slips, and 141 nightgowns, Other
articles as handkerehiefs, dresses, scarfs, vanity sete, otc,, were

aleso made,™



