Counties undertaking the study of House Furnishing on @
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"e 0of counties reporting work in louse ‘urnishinge ____ 43

toe of Clube _ 321 Wembership _ 6152

tos of women completing _ 2760 _ lo, of girls completing 264

Yo. of homes adopting improved practices 3342
t0. of rooms improved _2723 ..
Hos of club meetinge held __632

Yo. of lendership schoole held tioy of lenders assisting agents:
onen | . Girle ____ _—

House Furnishings wes the major project in ten counties in 1927,
The work congisted of a series of lecturs demonstrations at elub meete
ings an< much followsup work with individual cludb members in their own
homes, In the majoritvy of cases leacders' schools were held in the
‘caunties and lemders carried out in thelr own homes ss community
damonstrations the practices teught,

The following are some comments made by agents: "The greatest
zood from our study of iouse “urnishing hes not come from the number
of rooms, floors, or walls which have been improved; but from the
rounlization of the possibility of having comfortable homes with a
wisor use of thinge at hand,”

"HWomen are go much interested thevy wish to continue the House
Furnighing rrojeet anocther year.,”

"This is one project that intereste women ego greatly they will
not give it up. hile we have had no ilouse Furnishing demonstrations
this vear, herdly & day poasses without several calle for personal
ngsietance.”

in interesting report of the leadershlp sctivity comes {rom

ittt County. "The rost active project leader I had wes birs. &. Q.



-l
todges of Fenston Tlub, “he has just bullt & house end at every ciub
maeting shs hoe demonstrated some new practice st this home, “he
finished some of her floors with cormerciel wax end some with a
homemnde vproduct, that her club netes rnipht see that wax mude st
home was much chearer and just ms good, “he even carried out the
lendership idea in her refreshwents, using sandwichee, cookies, or
beverazes suitable for m school lunch for a ohild, Hotr of these
things she learned at the “tate Thort Course for leaders.”

Several counties conducted reoom improvement campaigns following
club study the previous vear. £ few exampler of pgood work are given
below. |

"The work Vre., Grant did wes worthy of a prize. “he had a
~lastered room with cracke large enough to contain three fingers,
These ghe filled herself. / negro school tescher care &t nicht and
neinted the walle., Urs, Urant weinted the {loors and woodwork, Chke
made a emall bookemse to put on ths wall and under this she nlaced a
conacle table =made by @@Xittiag ¢ round table in half. {he uphole
stered one chair and refiniehed 8ll her furniture; made n lomp shede
for her reading lampi selected snd mede new draperies; and took

rictures frow old magezines, framec snd hung them correctly., These

pictures were especially well chosen, in fmet, her choice rnd selection
of all the details showed she had gome idea of what constituted besuty
in furrdshings.”

"lHrp, ve e ondpes of the Holly Grove club, who won first prize,
wae not given o first score as ﬁh%'hﬁﬁ ne livins reoow to score,
The daughter of eighteen had to entertain her {riends in a bedroow,
The roow which was to have beern the living rwéw had ne fleor excapt

rlanks laid across the slespers which rattled when they were sterped
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on. The w 11z were lathed bu£ not olapte edsy the celling was the floor of a

room upstairs; and ; anks «ere nalled over ‘he indows. The ?unﬁiﬁura consisted
of an abused nlano, tuc broken-down ciairs, and an unfinished tavles The materlal
for the ficory, celling, and the .indows had bemn ﬁtara&‘u@ﬁt&iré for a coucle of

- years but the hugband had never 'found time' to do the car.eniry. It took falth,
pers rverance, many mashed fincers, aac a few falls from te stepladder for HUrs.
Sniped, but when Hrs. fm&th, Llstrict Agent, womt or the final scoring the {loor
+ms laid anﬁ finished, the celiling and ~oodwork was CGone, zna the room satnted,
The family had to exchauge work with a nelghbor to get ths .lastering cone but

it was Iinisned, and in t ace o the once p anxed-ur sindows thee were glass

panes nicely curtaired. The planc had Eaan refinished, a3 had tnhe chairs, and
the dilapidated walnut table took on new ﬁigaity in its pleasant setting. The

pictures and low:.rs added even more hominess and cheer, and it is needless to

say that the w

spbers of the famlly were plessedj the husband seeming ly the nhap iest
of them ailg”

"0ne club msmber asz made & most attractive breabfast room ocut of her pantry,. .
She paimted her table and chairs ivory and trimmed them with green ban s. Since
shs héd no piace except the breakfast room in which to place her { our barrel she
painted it ivory with a gre:n top and 1t makes a nice serving table."

In several cases Houge Furnishing work was carried on by the agent in mill
districts, sometimes throu 1 the Better %ameg movenent snd sometises through
¢lub &nnau;

- Wirs, Mary B‘ Sanford, the gféﬁiéﬁaﬁ of the East Laurinburg Club, attended
men reporting on the

one of the County Counecll meetings and heard the county wor

work that they had &ﬂﬁef@@ their homes. She bscane

& e
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Interested aad as.ed for some assicstance in iuwvoving he s I suggested that
Mrs. Sanford let me hel  her do over her sose =8 a Demonsiration Houge that we
alght invite all the other women in the miil viliage to obeerve the ork done.

"Mr., A, 8, Fairley; superintendent oI tie alll, agrecd to paint the interior
of the hoase, and the other changes she sgreed to make herself,

"The walls in her liome were blue with red wsookwork, the  carth was ~ainted
grﬁéﬁ, and the cellings were a uge er bwﬁe that the walls, aﬁ my sug:astion all
th& walio and woodwork were palnted ivmryg, This made the room: sesm lighter and
larger. ;

Mirs, Sanford reduced the size or the {razme of her pletures and nmng them

on & level /ith the eyes, which made & big lmprovesent.

A new zult of wicker furniture wasg @urak&sgﬁ‘gér the ‘iving room, curtains
#cre made of unbieac. ed volls, vala.ces made of cretonne, snd a new rug was bought
for the floor. | |

Mirs, Sanford is so {ortu.ate as to have s siee ing porch which is large

enough for teo beds. The wails and beds were repainted and curtains of unbleach

voile placed at the windows. The high golden oak bed was cut down and painted a
deep ivory. All the trimmings were removed from the dresser and washstand and
they wsre pal-ted the same color.
“Th&vim@ravaw@nta gsede in the -hole house, with the expection of the rug and new
furniture, cost Mrs, Sanford only #18.75.%

"Pour demonstration houses in Scotland County wero opened during Better Homes

doek. The Mayd

phouse sas one lent and painted by the mill people andvthé home

demonstration comen took the urnishings in hand. It is a typieal threeeroom mill
and everything was secured ‘rom the Local daa ers or borrowed from -ocal women.

and there were & number o homessde Iurmicshings, also.
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The house wuas made attrictive, convenlent, and couwiortablie at a cost of 5200400,
which would be easily within the resch ol any of these .es.le. A Lerge number of

the people in the vil_lage visisted the hoise and the miil suthorities say tiey are

now all clasoriung for paint.®

The room lmoroveseit proieet £or girls has proven popular in counties

onstration

havigg home economics teachers in the se:ools, who &ﬁﬁiﬁt the Home Den
Agent. 1. one cou ity eighteen e~m§ietaéla roon imorovesent project duriﬂg'th@
sumzner months. The Coilowing stories tell of the aractical nature of cliub
instrueti n. In Currit.ck Countys

®Sarah #i.liaas and her sister did over her room and then got the family
interested in refurnishing the shole house. Jhon the judges went to score her

room we fourd the #amily industriously tearing off the paper irom the walls of the

preparatory to repaperiiz, as [oillow-up to tha‘guiagir,prﬁjaatn

three years and Mary kept house or her

"dary Doxey's wother has ‘e n dead
fat er and brothiers. This 1v Ler senior year in high sehool znd she became

inte ested in club work and ecided to take up the girlis! bedroom projeet as the

atharéeiub_girla were dolng. Afterws ds she told me she could not enter the
contest this year as she had decided nhe could pet along with her room as it was
for another year, but the fasily did need a pleasant rlace in shich to sit and
she would "tackle' the liviasg room 1 I would help her,

‘#She lived in a little weather beaten house &t the end of the lane, It had

nevar been painted outside or in and nothing had ever been done to the floors.



In her work she coupletely changed thne .Looi: of the :lace by palnting sil

caper sud palating the celliny & cresamy shite., 8he used a piain natting on the
floor and hung retty ~urtcfns at the windo:s, waiting fer these until her father
could sell his crops and furnish the monsy ilor the nsurciase., Doth father and

daugnter were proud ol the job when tﬁay had completed 1t."

The agent says, "When I went buck the next time I did not lmow the place.

Instead of the tumbied down poreh tiwers as a neal porch with a railing and the

whole house iiad been ?-"Q&ﬁd white, |

"Mary not only did the work in renownting the hbuse but she had made all
of her own clothing and had a complete autfit for &aﬁm&l;*

The agent irom Pasquotank County sayss "The first prize in room improvesment
was won by one of our senlor yirls. &he finighed the we ls, floor, and woodwork,
painted & sult of furniture, mde a screen 1o go around the .ash stand, 2.de &

window seat, made new cu-tains, rugs, chalr covers, =nd a bed spread all for tue

surprising sum of $6.90s She saved expense by doing the .ork 'erselfs Her rugs
vere made of 0.d rags, the curtains and bed &:read out of fe'd sackes, and the Wine
dow seat from old lumber.® |

D:vidson County reports t.o rooms igproved in a ciub commnity wdle the

other club members msade a note book study of girlst! bed rooms.



