ABSTRACT

BENTON, ANDREW MORGAN. The Press and the Sword: Journalism, Racial Violence,
and Political Control in Postbellum North Carolina. (Under the direction of Dr. Susanna
Lee.)

Political tension characterized North Carolina in the decades aft€nih&Var, and
the partisan press played a critical role for both parties from the 1860s through the turn of the
twentieth century: Republican papers praised the reforms of biracial Republican legislatures
while Democratic editors harped on white feardaf e gr o r ul eo and bl ack
This study analyzes the relationship between press, politics, and violence in postbellum
North Carolina through case stes of the 1870 KirkHolden Warand the secalled
Wilmington Race Riot 01898

My first chapter argues that the Democratic press helped exacerbate théokidn
War by activelymocking black political aspirations, criticizing Republican leaders such as
Holden, andargely ignoring the true nature ancbpe of the Klan in the 1860s. My second
chapter argues thétetoric played a crucial roia the way theviolence inWilmington
transpired and has been remembered, and my conclusion discusses the wagtiess
mani pul ated the publicods hismotmymiertiankoanguemor y o
direct causation between racist rhetoric and racial crimes. Rather, | argue that North
Carolinads partisan pr ess ,exacerzhtecepsexsetngi al |y it
racial tensions and used images and language to suggest modes oftlumighse of white

womanhood, for exampdeby which white supremacistsrdcted and legitimized violence.
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INTRODUCTION

The decades between 1865 and the turn of the twentieth century featured political
turmoil and bitter partisan conflict across the American South, a pattern that held true in
North Cardina, where political rivalry climaxed in propaganda campaigns and outbursts of
racially-motivated violence around the 1870 and 1898 elections. This is a study of the
relationship between racial violence and the partisan press in North Carolina dureng thes
two distinct yet intimatehconnected moments when the Democratic Party wrested control
from its Republican rivals and workedrioe ut er t he newfound freedom
citizens.

Newspapers and partisan editors played a crucial role widlent suppression of
individual rights during and after Reconstruction. Individual editors wielded immense
influence in nineteenthentury North Carolina, and any study of politics and race must
acknowledge their power. One early scholar wrote that, thareany other individual in
postwar Southern society, it was the editor
mai ntain its regional integrity onl yThehr ough
depth of feeling elicited by newspapers waenifested in preConfederate mobs targeting
opponentsd6 offices for destruction after the
case in September 1863, when a group of Georgia soldiers heavily damaged the Raleigh
offices of theState Journahndthe Standar@ a Unionist paper owned and edited by future

governor William Woods HoldefCommentators on the raids acknowledged the danger of

1 Thomas ClarkThe Southern Country Edit¢t948; repr., Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
1991),22.



press rhetoric directing publState Jarcaghndthe, wi t h
Registehave askel or mob | aw anid they have got it. o

The media continued to influence public views on race after 1865. As former
Confederate leaders used their wealth and influence to reclaim the state legislature in the
1870s, white supremacists overturned many of
ABack Codeso that would restrict black polit
Dominated financially and numerically by Democrats, the partisan press spread racial
stereotypes, destroyed public trust in elected Republican officials, and gepkadd a key
role in the major political events of Reconstruction in North Carolina. This study covers two
examples of this phenethoel ndoenn, Waorcou soifn gl 807n0 tahne
AWi | mi ngt on Race Rioto of 1898 ofthPviokesceinc amp ai
both cases: the feud between Democratic editor Josiah Turner and Republican Governor
Holden in 1870 deflected attention from the barbarity of the Ku Klux Klan, and a prolonged
Democratic campaign in 1898 cast black Wilmingtonians aseaggrs while spreading false
reports of black men raping white women.

Although press events in the 1860s and 1890s may appear unrelated, the issues
involved are intimately connected in North Carolina history due to the durability of racial
stereotypes ahthe longevity of Democratic rule imposed after 1870. Racial stereotypes
created and championed during the 1860s endured into the twentieth century, as did white
citizensod willingness to resort to violence

supremay. In a 1900 letter reprinted in the RaleNews & Observerfor example, a North

Quote in AMob ViTlelDailpRregressii SepilB6es.iFg tiledow Y o r koveFagené s 6
both press attacks, see ANews from the South; Partict
September 1863.



Carolina citizen invoked Josiah Turnero6s fie
to argue for stricter applicati omdeemedf Ji m Cr
North Carolina from negro thralldom, 0 wrote

Carolina was effected early in the seventies
movement .o In a |l eap across deorcdmsacialt he aut

ideology as a primary inspiration for the 1898 Wilming€@wup when Wilmingtonian

whites gathered to retake their city by forc

Turner modified to thFe occasion, counted hea
The Kirk-Holden War of 1870 and the Wilmington Raceupof 1898 were two of

the most i mportant manifestations of the pre

Carolinads history. Fed steady streams of r a

cases defied their government and terrorized their neighbors in defense of a-socially

constructed white supremacist ideal. Why, ho

editors such as Turner resonate across the decades? In seeking to answestithis que

clarification on two points is needed: | do not believe that press strategies in the 1860s

directly created the rhetoric of 1898, and neither will | argue that the press directly caused

these tragedies. Rather, | suggest that the partisan pressagembradical political change

0.  W. Bl acknal I, AfiHe Pl eadef fasomdoFhiatRagighKens& s Ahe, &
Observer,1900,NC Collection, Universityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hll . Some historians have argued that
strict chronological divisions of AReconstrdeeed i on, 0

in favor of studying a long Reconstruction in North Carolina and across the South. | agree: the continuing

influence of medialriven racial stereotypes, heroic efforts by black citizens to organize politically, and class

tensions between Democratiites and poor whites are crucial themes which extend across traditional eras of
historical study. For examples of studies which trace
twentieth century, see Steven HaAr\ation Under our Feet: Black Rtical Struggles in the Rural South from

Slavery to the Great Migratio(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003); Gregory Dobeslarations of

Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the South,1988{Chapel Hill: University of

North Carolina Press, 2011); and EricFofiRe const ructi on: Ameri ca®g7 Unfini sh
(New York: Harper and Row, 1988).



in 1870 and 1898 by focusing on similar themes of black empowerment and white fear, and

that the KirkHolden War and the WilmingtoGoupthus deserve to be treated as

thematically connected events. The white men who rodethé Klan and gunned down

Wil mingtondés black citizens were thinking 1in
supremacy, and the severity of their actions should be acknowledged regardless of their
retroactive attempts to justify themselves by recitireglia rhetoric. Racial violence did not

occur solely due to the press, but the press was crucial to the manner in which these tragedies

unfolded?

The multifaceted nature of this study demands ties to multiple veins of
historiographical thought on tmeneteentkcentury United States. The first and most crucial
body of work concerns the nineteertdntury press. Relevant studies of national scope
includePartisan Journalism i n which Jim Kuypers argued t h:
the slow movemedrtoward a more objective, fadtr i ven press, 0 Beyond Jos ht
the Lines: Pictorial Reporting, Everyday Life, and the Crisis of Gilded Age Ameriteh
opposed Kuypers by arguing that political biases actually increased during the volatile
politics during and after Reconstruction. While national news services such as the Associated
Press began to adopt objectivity as a profes
Democratic editors did not embrace objective reporting and continugéelgournalism as

an aggressively partisan tool to be mobilized across class, race, and geographftal lines.

4 Central to this study is the idea that, in a rural state without other modern systems for transferring

i nformation between isolated communities, newspaper
historian Carol Gluck wrote, rhetoricandtheidemgi es it creates fAnot only refl e
realities that sustain them; t hleayp aanldsso Moodnesrtnr uMytt htsh: o <

the Late Meiji PeriodPrinceton: Princeton University Press, 1985),
SFor Bl ondhei mo%cermurydiasiseeMenahemtBlendleine Telegraph and the Flow of
Public Information in America, 1842897 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994). Beyond bias, it is also



Brownds observations thus held true i n North
cartoons and articles played an integral part in tyleation of black men as a political and
sexual threatk.

This studyobés concept of rhetoric influenc
derives from a body of modern media theory which began with the work of Walter Lippman
in the early twentiethcentuy . Li ppmand6s greatest contributi
1922Public Opinion,in which he argued thanedia allowed modern readers to comprehend
an increasinghcomplex world by creating sets of stereotypes and constructed realities which
do not corespondo lived experience. Lippman also suggested that readers actively decide
which media realities to accept .-populappmanods i
Ahypoder mico media model, which posited that
without questioning their validity or adjusting their meanings.

Li ppmands iconstracted stereptgpdsihelps explain the prevalence of
Ainegro ruleo rhetoric and claims of white su

and 1898:ifweacept that the pressods goal was not t

important to understand that the relatiteisgth of Democratic and Republican presses in the South depended

on an editordés ability to secure funding through govVe
most valuable source on this topic which | used during my research is Ridhtaott, For Free Press and

Equal Rights: Republican Newspapers in the Reconstruction Satlitns: University of George Press, 2004).

6 Jim A. KuypersPartisan Journalism: A History of Media Bias in the United St@temham: Rowman &

Littlefield Publishers, 2013), 35. For discussion of political cartoons, see Joshua BBeyond the Lines:

Pictorial Reporting, Everyday Life, and the Crisis of Gilded Age AméBeakeley: University of California

Press, 2002). In addition to the sources referencedeaPwsaeger has published a series of survey texts entitled

AThe History of American Journalismo which discusses
Colonial era to the twentieth cent ispaperisTed@urts ol ume i n
Smythe, The Gilded Age Press, 188900(Westport: Praeger, 2003).

" See Walter LippmarRublic Opinion(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1922). The hypodermic

model was supported by proponents of early twentieth century m@ogadilms and radio news broadcasts.
Lippmanés rebuttal of this way to view theThmedi a was
Peopl e 6contaddhed that aidiences are generally more critical than accepting of media messages. See
PaulLazarsfeld, Bernard Berelson, and Hazel Gaulidét,e P e o p | (HeéwsyorlC GotuinkiadJniversity

Press, 1948).



sociopolitical reality, it follows that editors would choose rhetoric which appealed to their
white readersd prejudices and woul d eddrl ow t h
raci al equality. A second and more difficult
rhetorid how didwhite North Carolinians respond to the messages placed before them by
newspapers in the late nineteenth century? Although few soureetiydanswer this
guestion on an individual level, modern media theory suggests an answer through Jay
Bl uml erdéds and EIli hu Katzds fAuses and gratifi
audience, uses and gratifications theory argues that readet®h similarly to consumers
in a marketplace, selecting and rejecting specific messages which vtielaigentity or
satisfy emotional need$he wses and gratificatiortheoryprovides a powerful model for
understanding why, for example, white citizens chose to accept obviously false claims of
black rape as justification for extremist violence in Wilmingihite readers repeatedly
accepted and propagated rhetoric which deedrthen as defenders and providers of society
as under attacland segments of that readerstupk drastic actiorto make that rhetoric a
reality.®

In addition to drawing from press history and media theory, both chapters of this
study discuss the publaevaluation of black life and examine the motives of racial violence.
How did extremists in 1870 and 1898 justify their actions? What shared cultural beliefs

informed their opinions and worked to divert or dampen their guilt? Leon Litwack discussed

8For a succinct summary of Blumlerds and Katzdés Uses
Katz, eds.The Uses of Mass Conunications: Current Perspectives on Gratifications ReseéBelverly Hills:

Sage Publications, 1974). Stuart Hall updated and advanced the Uses and Gratifications model in 1978 with

Policing the Crisis: Mugging, the State, and Law and Ortfethis treaise on government and just

punishment, Hall advanced a theory of mass media which based on the ideas that readers process media
messages based on their unique I|ife experiences and t
someway.Hallcald t hi s complex practice of media consumpti or
direct media studies into the twerfiyst century. See Stuart HaPRolicing the Crisis: Mugging, the State, and

Law and OrderLondon: Macmillan, 1978).



these gestions in his 1998rouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Criaw,
which headdressed the psychology of lynching by arguing that white mob violence required
a belief that public atrocity was acceptable when in defense of societal idaalseliéf was
present in both 1870 Klan raids and in the cartoons of 1898.

Li t wa c k @evaluedibéackfe ¢s falso foundn Jennie LightweisGo f f 6 s 2011
Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural Nucléightweis Goff asserts that
viewing lynchingsas the work opathological outliers has prevented American society from
confronting its own complicityinmassracien d fit he col | &®A i vity of
Acoll ectivity of violenceodo charactemai zed t he
white supremacists were only able to commit atrocities due to the active and passive support
of mass programs such the legal system, statewide economic structures, and #e press.

After the press and racial violence, a third important theme in tidy & the long

Reconstructi on, or the idea that North Car ol

9 Leon F. Litwack,Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim C¢ivew York: Alfred A. Knopf,

1998), 2863 2 5 . Public violence and devaluation of Dbl ack I
American LynchingRushdy emphasized the role ofte u a | reporting of Il ynchings, i
di scourseodo across the South that described violenc
Built around Amyths, narratives, and i98agtaic,yo of b
Rushdyés Alynching discoursed was a power ful mo bi |
their actions as a defense of sexual poriyn i d e al fimore i mportant-than the <c
Confederates were forced twesar allegiance. Ashraf H. A. Rushdymerican LynchingNew Haven: Yale

University Press, 2012), %b.

10 Jennie LightweisGoff, Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural Nucl@sw York: SUNY Press,

2011), 13.

111t is worth noting that, as LighteisGo f f wr i t es, fit he «cr u-Amaedcans bagnotbdr i t es a
separ ated f r om -Gof,Blood at thaRootl1.lAlthgugt religidn & not a primary focus of this

work, my thinking was al Rebirthofa NdtianeThecMaldng bf Woddrm c k son Lear
America, 1877192Q Lears argues that Protestantism, and especially a Protestant desire for public and personal
regeneration in the wake of military defeat, drove white Southern actions after the Civil War. In thiseyarrati

the white South turned to forceful exhibitionism to reinforce personal and community identities. Lears further

asserts that patterns of increased physical violence in the late 1800s coincided with a hardening of racial

divisions and a reemergence ofitghmasculinity as the bastion of Southern culture. While | do not see

Protestantism as the primary driving force behind either thelKickli den War of t he Wil mi ngt
idea of muscular white manhood is useful in explaining lynchings as anaditerto legitimate political

control. For Lear s ds Rabirthafardationh: The $Making ol ModdtnsAmerical 18&r s
1920(New York: HarperCollins, 2010).

e
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twentieth century should be studied as a single continuum rather than separate eras such as
AReconstructiono and A Red ecgtgdproach iOparticuldrlg | i ev e
necessary for studies of racial violence and stereotype, as separating history into clearly
demarcated periods tempts the observer to conclude that each period marks an automatic step
toward racial equality and a twilight oértain types of ignorance. Lightwegoff
summari zed the dangers of such thinking when
believe that racial justice has moved in a linear progressive fashion since
Emanci pati onéAmer i cans sohamthe pptentidl foreontmeed r n e s s
vulnerability> to its discipline.?od

| seek to add to this varied historiography in two primary ways. Firstly, | want to use
the idea of the long Reconstruction to connect two seemdigparate case studies by
focusing on shared themes. Secondly, | hope to begin the process of applying media
theory, and especiallytuartHa | | 6 s i dea of cul tur al coding,
journalism looked and functioned much differently in the nineteenth century than today,
scholars should not assume that historical readers were argniggtical or critical than

preserdday consumers. Looking past the hypodermic media model, then, future studies

should combine analysis of the written page, the material situation, aedigtiag societal

12 ightweis-Goff, Blood at the Roo8. Several studies influenced my thoughtdr@nlong Reconstruction in

North Carolina. The foremd&Retconfsttrlueedsd omar KAanewd s abrsi dJ
Revolution in which Foner treads a middle road between historiographical camps of revisionism and post

revisionism to argue th&econstruction created real change through Constitutional amendments and black
enfranchi sement even as white resistance defeated mor
study technically ends in 1877, his work is useful in arguing fong Reconstruction because he frames
Reconstruction as fAthe beginning of an extended histc
of labor and land rather than an era with a distinct end in 1877. Eric Porec,onst ructi on: Amer i c.
Unfinished Revolution, 1868877 (New York: Harper and Row, 1988xv. For the long Reconstruction in

North Carolina, see also Michael Perm&he Road to Redemption: Southern Politics: :88%99(Chapel Hill:

University of North Carolina Press, 1985); GregB. DownsDeclarations of Dependence: The Long

Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the South, 1-88D8(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,

2011); and Steven HahA,Nation Under our Feetl2325, 26567.



prejudice t o upoweetoispiraactbrnithe erteteenth celdtlgy press. No
previous study has attempted such an analysis of rhetoric in North Carolina in 1865 and

1898, and while much remains to be done, it is my hope that scholars will begin to seriously

consider the impactofwsal and written culture upon read:

The Kirk-Holden War and the Wilmington Coup occurred in distinct historical
moments and different places. Beneath these differences, however, the campaigns and
tragedies of 1870 and 18%hared several connecting themidsese themes included
aggressive antolack rhetoric, white political anxiety, organized campaigns by the
conservative elite to regain power, and the threat of physical violafibeugh the KKK
largely disappeared fromhe st ate foll owing Democratso
Wilmington and a host of other lynchings prove that racial tensions boiled just beneath the
surface of public lifé¢2 Most importantly for this study, both events saw newspapers calling

for immediate revenge after news appeared of black assault.

r

The following chapters expand on these shared themes by emphasizing the connected

nature of political control, public rhetoric, and private prejudice in ninetesgritury North
Carolina. Chapter ancovers the events surrounding the Kit&lden War, or the

confrontation between Republican Governor William Woods Holden and the Ku Klux Klan

of Alamance and Caswell Counties in 1870. Racial violence was a serious threat in both the

late 1860s and the 28s, but the Reconstructiara press in many cases rejected the Ku

B The statistics of podReconstuction racial violence in North Carolina, as across the wider South, are
staggering. A 2008 study by Vann R. Newkirk identified fifityar confirmed lynchings between 1877 and
1898, with fifty-three more killings occurring between 1898 and 1941. Thisabt8 attacks does not include

et

the myriad incidents which did not attract newpaper s¢

record. Statistics compiled from Vann R. Newkicgnching in North Carolina: A History, 1865941
(Jefferson: McBrland & Company, Inc., 2008), 1490.
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KIlux Klands existence or deflected responsib
This chapter discusses the pressos efforts t
interactions between government officials and eddoasd especially between Holden and
Josiah Turnér during the period. By discussing racial stereotypes in North Carolina
journalism and public thought through 1870, | argue that the press actively misregatesent
the KKK and vilified Holden to turn Republicans against him.

After covering the KirkHolden War, | turn to the event commonly known as the
AWi | mi ngton Race Rioto of 1898. Thmrelindd 890s ma
Democrats faced a legitate political challenge from a biracial coalition of Republicans and
Populists. Democrats responded by using their political and press machines to launch
campaigns of raciallgharged propaganda which aimed to bring all white men, regardless of
class, ontdghe white Democratitold. This strategy bore tragic consequences in Wilmington
on 10 November 1898, when white citizens des
indiscriminately fired into Wi |Imingtonds | ar
elected municipal government to resign and leave the city. My second chapter seeks to
understand the rhetoric and public memory of the only successful coup in the history of the
United States. Specifically, | conclude that the press contributed to thengtion Coup by
pummeling readers with Reconstructiert yl e r het ori c of WAnegro r ul
black sexual predation in the months leading to the 1898 elections.

We must understand that the media, in the nineteenth century as today apeth sh
and reflects public opinions on politics and race. In aweary world of increasing racial
and political complexity, the North Carolinian press during Reconstruction began to accept

and project the lie that racial violence was inevitable. This ricataltivated a culture of
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passivity toward racial violence that reaped tragic dividends in Caswell County, Wilmington,

and at untold atrocity sites into the ntilentieth century. Scholars Pat Watters and Reese

Cleghorn commented in the 1960s on the @ad racial callousness in words as applicable

to the 1890s as their own time, writing that

amoral tendency to view a profound moral crisis in the South in cliché perspective, so that it

cametoseemlike baseball game, complete* with box s
YpatWattersCl i mbi ng Jacobds Ladder: The (Mewrorkidarcoud,f Negr oe s
Brace and World, 1967), 73. A note on terminology: Any historical study of rhetoric must give special weight

tot er minol ogy. Al t hough the events discussed 4 n the foc
Hol den War o and the AW I mington Race Riot, o it is vit
by a partisan press. Editors chosetodedce t hese tragedies as AWaro and fARi
reasons. Turner and his allies dé duingiwtich do ptisbners mi | i t i a¢

died or received serious injudyin violent terms to incriminate Holden and the Relman legislature before

the reading public. The naming of the violence in 1898 is more contested, with government and historical
commemoration groups continuing to employ the phrase
changed by late tweetihc ent ury raci al wunrest acr oss -Hohled ethn iWaerddo St
effectively portrays the personal vitriol between Holden and the Klan, it is also my belief that describing the

vi olence against Wi I mingtoobé bbackresmmbhei 6ygasi aedr
subject of the second chapter.-Hol edmpl scMardDhevhpt essd®oc
avoid AWi Il mington Race Riot, o0 electing ienstead to usEe
A Wi | mi ng © adesighatianphat emphasizes the political goals and government turnover which

distinguished the event.
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CHAPTER ONE:
RIVALRY AND RETRIBUTION IN THE KIRK-HOLDEN WAR

On the cold night of 21 May 1870, a group of white brothers and their black friends
kept an uneasy watch around the Caswell County courthouse in Yanceyville, North Carolina.
They were looking for Republican state senator John Stephens, a champion euzia}
who left for a Democratic political rally at the courthouse the previous evening but had not
returned. Racial violence reigned in the piedmont in those days, and the biracial posse feared
t he worst. Mor ni ng | i g todylayunsatiockédisterdge toomeonr f e a
the ground floor, gagged and stabbed in the neck and heart. Public outrage and confusion
followed, much of it directed at the local Ku Klux Klan. Thiftye interviews by the
sherifid himself a Klansmad predictablybrog ht no suspects to | ight,
conservative press blamed the areads bl ack p
that the negroes ki-lbated ahd Heavilpg Démoaraenendli t th ei Ral e
known that most of the crime®mmitted in this State, have been done by disguised
negri8es. o

The | anguage describing Stephensds murder
Reconstruction South significantly influenced public thought. As articles circulated through
public meetingspaes and newspapers reprinted one ano
editor could extend his political influence far beyond the limits of local circulation. In North
Carolina, the editor of the RepublicRutherford Stan c k nowl edged tbys paper
writing that Athe political opinions and sen

by the press. o Historian RichaaSutherbbott has

B RaleighSentinel2 June 1870, in Jim D. Brisson, @ACivil Goverr
Hol den War TheNorth Gaiolna History Review8, no. 2 (April 2011): 141.



13

newspapers did in fact wield more political power than their Northarntegparts due to a
comparative lack of rhetorisearing public institutions in the former Confeder&ty.

TheS e n t irheteric i6 @so important because it was untrue. Stephens had not been
killed by fAdisgui sed negr emacistswhiahtincludadt her by
some of the most respected men in the county. His death was a racial hate crime, and outcry
against the murder was not limited to the press. Within weeks, North Carolina Governor
William Holden called up a militia from Western NlerCarolina and Eastern Tennessee,
arrested dozens of known Klansmen, and suspended the Wabeés corpusantil the
prisoners could be brought bef@eni | i t ary tri bunal . Hol dends a
suicide, as the Democratic Party turnedblc opinion against the Governor to gain an
el ector al | andslide in 1870 and the nationos

The narrative of Klan violence and Hol den
Hol den War, 0 a mi s n o.epopularityaral pegsistencenshowethes pap er
power of the press to shape public memory. F
deaths or battlédsi ndeed, the only casvualties of the i
victims. Regardless, conservative papdrough the summer and winter of 1870
downpl ayed Klan culpability and repeatedly d
his own people for personal gain. By combining the rhetoric of war with political warnings

about the danger of black Republicaite, Democratic editors effectively tapped the

16 Charles PostelThe Populist VisioifNew York: Oxford University Press, 2007), Rutherford Star27

April 1867, quote reproduced in AbboRor Free Press and Equal Rights,4 . A b b o éntrégarding thg u m
disproportionate influence of the Southern press aligns with the work of Charles Postel, who in Aise2007
Populist Visionargued that Populist organizers of the late 1800s transferred their faith in the organizational
power of the PogDffice into a reliance on"®-class deliveries of weekly newspapers to reach remote rural
communities in the agrarian South.
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emotions of bitter exConfederates to retake the state legislature in 1870, remove Holden

from office in 1871, and cripple’” Reconstruct
The Kirk-Holden War served as thalmination of a raciallycharged process rather

than a random outburst of violent rhetoric.

racist representations of formerly enslaved people in the years after the Civil War.

Democratic newspapers pridtenages of threatening black personas and headlines warning

of Ainegro rule, 0 appealing to white voters o

and save North Carolina from black corruption and Republican fraud. Viewed as the

culminationofah st or i c al p raddeessegqaestiornts onehetdrid/and press

representationdVhat did editors argue, who did they target, and who did they ignore? More

broadly, how didDemocratic editors use the press to oppose Reconstruction policies and

contiibute to a failure of civil government in North Carolina so complete that by 1870 the

stateds governor chose to ignore the constit
This chapter studies the strategies and violent consequences of Democratic newspaper

rhetoric duringReconstruction. To understand how representations of black and white

Republicans affected public opinion and appealed to white prejudice in the late 1860s, it is

helpful to review ways that early historians thought about Reconstruction in North Carolina.

The first major historian of North Carolina was J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton, who applied

ADunning School 06 anal ysi-eraracialdhetore mbil®kld muc h

Reconstruction in North Carolindamilton argued that the KKK in North Carolinarged

“The terHolfdkeinr kWar 06 appears to have been
partly because theevenavs s o often before the publicé

brief discussion of theHmlrdeesns 6Warrdo |lea b enl ,c rseead iJnigm tD.e
Holden War of 1870 and the Failure of Reconstruction in Noeah@®@ | i na, 0 ( M. A. thesi s, Un
Carolina at Wilmington, 2010), 383.

wi dely accep
s eye during
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as a violent yet necessary reaction to black crime against whites. As formerly enslaved

people | ed by opp wunconscouslgdt about theldestruetionvof | | ai ns 1
civilization in the South, o6 theuhaof adespoan
Hamiltonb6s negative view of freedmen carried

especially to Governor Holden; Hamilton titled his chapter on thelickl d en War A The
Reign of Terror o and c hapoduoisteho usedevidlenekdd den as
consolidate control. In contrast, Hamilton described the Klan as a basically apolitical group
which defended white property and honor agai
influencing political change. After a brief spahirresponsible rule by blacks and
Republican enemies of the white Sout h, Hami |
come into the hands of the class best fitted to administer government, and the supremacy of
the white race and of AngiBaxoninsti t i ons w&8s secure. o

Chall enges to Hamiltonbés Dunning School i
analyzing Democratic rhetoric as negative racial propaganda and identifying the KKK as a
political organization pursuing white supremacy rather than opposing black vilGeyd
the first major rebuttals against Hamiltonos

Study in Reconstruction PolitiNoghCarolida Pr opaga

BAl't hough Hamiltonbés bi aayreaders, bis istexpretatjon is orucial kenauseit o moder
represents the dominant perspective from which historians and educated white Southerners viewed

Reconstruction for decades. Here, as always, fieeterves as a twavay lens which reveals both writer and

subject. Joseph Grégoire de Roulhac HamilRetonstruction in North Carolingl914; repr., Gloucester,

Mass.: P. Smith, 19644 53 . Hami | t on serves as t he Whelarblinaex ampl e of
historiography. The Dunning School emerged in the early twentieth century after William Dunning published
Reconstruction, Political and Economit1907. Dunning argued that former Confederates sought peaceful

reconciliation with the Union aftel865 and that Radical Republicans took advantage of Southern debt to force

black suffrage upon the South. See William DunniRegonstruction, Political and Econon{idew York:

Harper and Brothers, 1907). Hi stnoirniga nSckiroiocl OF oinnetre rwprroet
on a fundament al flass Wmptei d rdeaf tdhmagrforimead p/a eintsy G e
dupes manipulated by unscrupulous whitesétheir pri mal
Foreve Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstrucfew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005)xxii.
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Historical Reviewn 1962. Olsen challenged the prevailing idea that the Kfase in
response to black and Republican crime, arguing against the image of Klansmen as men
upholding the law and protecting white wonté®| sendés article also ser
firstst udi es t o e mpricialsole n Recanstractiopgitiess Glsers concluded
that the concept of an honorabl e Klan had be
propagandi sts, who sought to encburage, excu
During his impeachment trial, Holden estimated that the KKé&fbay thousand
members in North Carolina by 1870Every modern historian of this widespread
organization, and of Southern racial violence in general, owes a debt to Allen Trelease.
Tr el e asWhiesTerfoi8ervés as one of the most significant newisst studies of the
Ku Klux Klan, taking a statdy-state approach to the topic and devoting ample space to
North Carolinads Klan actions in 1868 and 18
Kl an violence, mirr or iomlgdin@that leoldéndookireasomablep r et a t
action to preserve legal governmét.
Klan violence masked a sustained effort b

retain the political and cultural dominance threatened by increased racial equality after the

19 Reconstruction studies went throughout two major shifts in thetwgdtieth century. Firstly, revisionist

scholars of the 1950s and 1960s launched a broauk attaDunning thought by stressing positive, progressive
Republican accomplishments. Roavisionists of the following decades adopted a more tempered view by

arguing that Reconstruction was a basically conservative period limited by the unwillingmgsteof

Southerners to accept change. Historians such as Eric Foner fall between the revisionistraniposst

camps, arguing that meaningful change occurred but that that change was always tempered by racist resistance.
For Ol senbts aHgu@lenen, seBhOtKw Klux Klan: A Study in
Pr o p a g aThe MorthdCarblina Historical Revie@9, no. 3 (July 1962): 3462.

20tto H. Olsen, AThe Ku Klux Klan: A Study in Reconst
21 Trial of William W. Holden, Governor of North Carolina, Before the Senate of North Carolina, on

Impeachment by the House of Representatives for High Crimes and MisdemesaindréRaleigh: Sentinel

Printing Office, 1871), 36, North Carolina Collection, Wilsotiary, University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill.

22 Allen W. TreleaseWhite Terror: The Ku Klux Klan Conspiracy and Southern Reconstrug@tiew York:

Harper & Row, 1971).
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CivilWar.P a u | D. E Many Extellest Peb@ed Power and Privilege in North
Carolina, 18501900c | ai ms t hat N o-autodratigCanseo/dtivgoldioals s e mi
culture remained unchanged during the second half of the ninet=srtity, withelite white
North Caroliniansiniting against freed blacks and workiatass whites throughout the
period. Although Democraticewspaperhetoric appealed to lowtass voters during
election season in both 1870 and 1898, the core classes of both parégsecklargely static
into the twentieth centurs?

This chapter contends that rival Democratic and Republican presses in 1860s North
Carolina described their opponents in heavily biased terms and that conservative editors such
as Josiah Turner attemptedjustify racial violence in defense of white supremacy.
Conservative papers denied the existence of the Ku Klux Klan for months after its North
Carolina emergence, apdblishedp er sonal attacks against Hol di
impeachment. Dismissig Senator John St e-pldidem\adis deat h a
spawned as detached outbursts of cunmmatonal vi ol
of anewspaper campaigf racistrhetoric. Thiscampaigns worth studying, for while

rhetoric alone did not cause the tragedy of

23 Paul D. Escottivany Excellent People: Power and Privilege in North Carolir631900(Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 198E&scott shares his emphasis on the endurance of Conservative rule
with another not abl e Blwvecoatkand TeraHeeks: SBldieascahdeCivilass in2 0 0 9
Reconstruction North Caraia. Bradley begins his study by emphasizing the disjointed progress of
Reconstruction from 1865 to 1870, showing how changes in leadership and the Reconstruction Act of 1867
turned white North Carolinians against the Republicans. Bradley also arguesitivatidops occupied an
awkward social space between emancipated blacks and resentful whites, and that the racial tension of this
situation occasionally spilled into violence. Bradl e
rise to power aa campaign for public opini@na campaign heavily dependent on the prigtssk Bradley,
Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Cail@a@ngton: University Press

of Kentucky, 2009).
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shaping public views on race and on the terrorists willing to kill a state senator in a broom

closet?*

Editors in ReconstructioNorth Carolina worked in a devastated state. Beyond the
psychological toll wrecked by forcible emancipation and military occupation by Union
troops, North Carolina suffered tremendous casualties during the Civil War. North Carolina
mobilized 125,000 soldi's, and that 40,000 of them dfed.

North Carolina editors responded to the losses of the Civil War by producing a
partisan press with strong representation on both sides of the political speggressive
headlines were nbing newd North Carolina haa tradition of political press activism
during the Civil War, during which the state
strong Union sympathie’§.Unionist feeling continued after the surrender, as five of twenty
seven praJnion papers in theormer Confederacy were published in North Carolina. While
strong Unionism suggested possible support for Repubpdaawbuilding in the state,
Republicans discovered t andedpeciallyits pditecal ol i naod s

pres$ was a difficut place to prospe¥. The state experienced heavy political turnover in

%The phr &dod diei Miaf opiesoftef journalismds i mpact on b
hi story passed down to popular memory, as Conservati\
militia and to exaggerate juvre,nifl@i vielhaGadwer mone rkti rvkadss
around Me: TheKiHo| den War of 1870, 0 126.

“Bradley begins his study of North Carolina during REe
materi al |l osses in North Glascaid & Tardeelg2.r e cat astrophic. ¢
26 This Unionist feeling led to an early example of the North Carolinian editorial activism when W. I. Vestal of

the New Berrbased\orth Carolina Times©v el ped found the fiHeroes of Ameri ca
which encouraged Coafd er at e sol di er s t o d &imeswartime North @abliha t i on t o
Unionist papers include@ld North Stat€Beaufort), andHerald of the Union(Wilm.). See Richard Abbott,

For Free Press and Equal Rights5-20.

27 political volatility during Reconstruction was not unigue to North Carolina, of course, but the changing tides

of political control may provide a model against whic
keep the national narrative inevw: Pr esi dent Johnsond6s moderate 1865 Re
Republicans in Congress and essentially allowed prewar elites to retain their dominating cultural influence

across the South. In 1866, t hese (white) el iatelegslatpresagosstheS@thtoc k Co d
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the late 1860s, and tWéeekly Progress Raleighbased antConfederge paper founded
during the war, exemplified this constant tension by becoming one of four Unionist papers in
the South to turn on the Republican Party after 1865.
Political turnover posed an especially serious challenge to ffesdgl blacks, who
struggled to make abstract abolition a reality throughout Reconstrétiite. press
constituted a forum for blacks to assert their newfound freedom. Statistics regarding black
papers are difficult to locate, but Raleigh featured at least two notable black papers
immediately after the war in thiRaleigh Republicaand theJournd of Freedom The latter
paper ran an interesting masthead over its f

forAlMend Soci al Conditi ons W?ItleblogiRadlyyhlackaediters im h e ms e

restrictexs | aves6 | i berty. Congress attempted to assert co
aggressive agenda of racial equality with the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and passage df fhmddment, both
of which Johnson vigorously opposed. ACongressional R

divided the South into five military districts and appointed Major General Daniel Sickles as the temporary

commander of North and South Carolina. Conatve editors predictably denounced the 1866 and 1867 acts in
North Carolina as el sewhere, setting the stage for tt
Conservative and Democratic opponents. See BraBlagcoats and Tar Heelg;4.

28 The other Unionist papers were the Raleigbekly Progress, Nashville Union, Vicksburg Heralatl

Savannah Daily HeraldRichard AbbottfFor Free Press and Equal Righ3,3. Abbott 6s book r ema
the only thorough studies of the Reconstrusa Repblican press on a national scale. Abbott traced the

publication dates and political affiliation of 430 Republican newspapers printed in the Confederate states

bet ween 1857 and 1877. Abbottdés primary LébBsrence t oc
American Newspaper Directognd the Online Computer Library Center.

®Bobby Frank Jones, f@AAn Opportunity Lost: North Carol
Reconstruction, o (M. A. thesis, University of North Ce
30 Henry Lewis Sugs,Black Press in the South, 185879(Westport: Greenwood Press, 1983), 258.
Unfortunately for the Journal és editors and supporter
depended largely on external Republican support. This suppdectby the late 1860s and collapsed in the

1870s as Republicans in the North and South | ost fait
American economy. While it is tempting to frame racial prejudice as a solely Southern process bf Répc a n s 6
abandonment of black workers, Heather Cox Richardson attributes this shift tbadasisarguments in

Northern political and popular presses. As the political high of Congressional Reconstruction passed in the late

1860s, Richardson argues, egarated press claims of black political corruption and black calls for radical

social change across the South touched a nerve of class apprehension which changed the popular image of

freedmen from industrious workers to miscreants. Northern readers caee farmerly enslaved peoplefreed

slaves as a menace defined by both race and cl ass, a
service of disaffected workers, who hoped to confiscate the wealth of others rather than to work their own way
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North Carolina adopted a hardline view agabiatk Democrats throughout the 1860s. The

Raleigh Republicarg staunchlypartisan black paper, described blacks who voted for the

Democratic Party as fApoisonous rattlesnakes

poison the minds of their Repibt a n s e # This descnitian reflects a political

atmosphere of racial polarization along partisan lines in which blacks who voted Democratic

tickets faced the possibility of public black outrage. In the 1866 election, a Yanceyville black

man namedom voted Democratic before being attacked by a black mob of hundreds. When

a white posse arrived, one of the white men

carrying him around, si#ging and shouting as
Although most white Republicaditors in North Carolina supported abolition and

defended black suffrage, not every writer shared the same degree of moral conviction. Some

Republicans stood against slavery not out of concern for the rights of the formerly enslaved,

but ratherduetostae r y6s negati ve ef fslaveholderragims,amdhi t e p ol

Southern economic growth. One example of this trend was Valentine Dell of the Republican

Fort SmithNewErawvh o remar ked that sl aver3®% was fda cu
Other Republicarditors exhibited blatant white supremacist belief. An example of

this trend is Thomas CookNew York Heraldtorrespondent who came to North Carolina in

1864, settled in Wilmington after Appomattox, and bought and edited the Wilmington

to economic succes s .DeathbéRetohsauctiorC Race, lRbog énd Potitissonrthe-Post

Civil War North, 18651901 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001), 82.

31 Raleigh Republicaguote of 30 November 1867 reprinted in Henry ise®uggsBlack Press in the South,

18561979 258

2John G. Lea, NANStatement on the kil l i niorthoCaroliho hn W. St
During ReconstructiofRaleigh: State Department of Archives and History, 1969), 23.

33 Richard AbbottFor Free Press and Equal Right,0 . Dell 6s quote about bl acksbd
economy reflected a trend of clasased criticisms of freed blacks which proliferated in both the Northern and
Southern Republican press by the latéds8 Heather Cox Richardson traces this shift in the white reading

publ i cés c | aDeath ob Reconstyctiomrguingsthai whites came to view black workers as

freeloaders who devalued the labor of honest citizens and capitalists.
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Herald as a modeate Republican sheet throughout Reconstruction. Cook believed in both
abolition and AngleSaxon superiority, and although he may not have seen these beliefs as
contradictory, his ideology draws unfortunate parallels to the prejudice encountered by
African Americans as large groups of their Republican allies slowly abandoned the cause of
racial equality in favor of political compromise by the late 1860s.

While theJournal of Freedond r eamt t hat soci al condi ti on:
themselves, 0 Republican editors across North
and circulation rolls would not. Republican papers struggled financially during
Reconstruction due to low literacy angptarget black and poor white populations, white
businessmendés refusals to advertise in oppon
papers faced particularly steep challenges with their average circulation of five hundred
lagging far behind whitsheets of both parti€s.

Democratsdé superior wealth enabled them t
press runs and thereby creating larger circulations. Weekly Democratic papers circulated
approximately one hundred more copies than their Repubiias, gaining a significant
advantage in coverage. Republicans founded 478 newspapers in the Confederate states from
1861 to 1877, while Democrats established 970. Democratic papers also lasted longer, with
41 percent of their sheets remaining in puddimn for at least five years compared to only 19

percent of Republican papefs.

34C o0 0 k Gomgy Buggests that political ideology during Reconstruction depended on both class and race, with
Republicans able to support abolition while simultaneously advocating addntmated economy due to class

prejudice against impoverished former slavee SeJ ones, AAn Opportunity Lost: N o
During Presidenti al Reconstruction, o 11.

35 Southern papers typically cost less to found but had significantly higher operating costs than their Northern
counterparts. Factors contributing to this trend included the cost of newsprint and the higher cost of operating
mechanicallyprimitive pressedess than 10 percent of which were stggowered even in 1880. Richard

Abbott, For Free Press and Equal Rights]-43.

3¢ Richard AbbottFor Free Press and Equal Right&).
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As these statistics suggest, Democrats dominated the press during those years.
Al t hough North Carolinabés postbell um Republii
Southc onservatives controlled the majority of
infrastructure necessary to distribute printed information. These material conditions
combined with ideological differences regarding race within the Republican Partykerwea
t he Republican pressodés ability to reach read
gain subscriptions during this time, and most failed. Black papers suffered due to a distinctly
partisan slant in the Democratic press. Twentgathtury idals of objective journalism were
not pervasive in the years directly after the Civil @/aather, most editors viewed
themselves as providers of moral direction and partisan arguments. Seaton Gadésy
the Democratic RaleigBentinelfrom 1866, aticulated the political element to his work
when he outlined the Adignity and responsi bi
good or evid especially at a time like the present, when the Press is looked up to for
wholesome counsel and-operat o % . 0

Unity was a great strength of the conservative press in North Carolina. Democrats
criticized black political aspirations and complained that black politicians depressed their
stateds i ndustry aklimingtonlPostwrotein 18@ that igndranhno cr at i C

bl acks seeking office fia generation ahead of

Northern rivals: while Aall the intellect, t
states, industry suffered in the blaglagued South, wheida |l | t he contrary el
us and we have a$ awful weigh to Iift.o

S’Sentinel 1 January 1866, reprinted i oldEdmaleRebandcehs P. Smit |
Reconstructionés failuré48/76Ral ¢éMghh, NbeshsCabtai veasi i
2005), 7.

38 Wilmington Post11 July 1869.
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Classbased arguments impacted the rhetoric of papers of both parties. Poor whites
constituted a major voting bloc in North Carolina, and Democrats wrote that these white men
hadbeen deceived into supporting a Republican Party which blacks both motivated and

controlled. The WilmingtorPost,for example, cried that poor whites suffered from a

Ament al sl averyémore dangerous to peace and
rac¥r.he only way out of this fAslavery, o in ¢t
the white political order. Democrats appeal e

to a heroic Confederate defeat. The Wilminglonrnalwr ot e ttineatést ofialpatreot

is that his fortunes grow with the growing fortunes, and decline with the declining fortunes of
hi s ¢ é°Such appealsito lost heroism encouraged white readers to resist the new
Republican state by uniting across class liness pattern of racial solidarity was a favorite
Democratic tactic.

The conservative press strengthened appeals to whites across the class spectrum by
separating military and moral defeat and arguing that the Civil War did not constitute moral
justificationf or r aci al equality. AThe sword simply
our Northern brethren in arms, without deciding, or attempting to decide, the question of
right between t helJolrmlfilTihg esr eamntds ,t oh i ven abtieo nteh & s
war ét hus far, and n?%%Thé Demdcratie Chartbt€areliea Timesc e pt i t

we nt further in its criticism of Northern oc

39 Abbott, For Free Press and Equal Righ&s7.
40Wilmington Journal 10 March 866.
41 Wilmington Journal, 15 July 1866.
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South is now under a more grinding despotism than has heretofimiek a place on the face
of thé? earth. o
Republicans countered Democratic appeals to the working class by urging whites to
recognize the discrimination they continued to face from Democratic elites. Republican
Governor Hol den ariostot¢thats ndSodtdecassi on ol
working classes as fimean whi t**&Republigasalso whi t es
noticeably simplified the physical appearance of their messages to wiorkdier than
featuring the typical essaps party platforms and arlemocratic rhetoric, one 1867
Standardor oadsi de |l ed with the headline, fAthose
following ticket:o followed #y forty simple
In a pattern repeated throughout tleans leading to the Kirklolden War and again
in the months before the Wilmington Coup of 1898, Democratic rhetoric drowned out
Republican biracial appeals to workers. One
white Southern anger at black pwi#l action to manifest a fear of armed insurrection and
Ainegro rule. o The specter of Nat Turnerds 18
December 1865, when whites across the former Confederacy expressed panic over the rumor
that blacks were plannirggviolent revolution for the Christmas holiday. In North Carolina,
this whisper of violence particularly affected whites in Wilmington, whose city featured one

of the largest and economicaliyable black populations in the state. Wilmington citizens

42 CharlotteCarolina Timesexcerpt, reprinted in HamiltoiReconstruction in North Carolind,68. Hamilton
reprinted the editorial to criticize the federal gove
ReconstructionTimeseditor Robert Waring was arrested in December 1865 for the editorial and charged with
spreading fiseditious writing within a district under
guilty, and paying a fine of $300.Cled y, t hen, Nort h Carolinads print sph
government were neither unknown nor entirely unwelcome.

43 Abbott, For Free Press and Equal Rightsl 1.

41 N o 4Cardlina standareextra : those voting for free suffrage willvateh e f ol | owi ng ti cket :
StandardBroadside, 1867, North Carolina Collection, UniversityNorth Carolinaat Chapel Hill.
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submt t ed July reports to Governor Holden that
before asking for one hundred Spencer rifles and revolvers for a nervous police uce.
uprising materialized during the Christmas season, and the plot was reveaeadwob.
Democratic papers across the state regul a
blacks had not risen in military revolt in 1865, the argument ran, Radical Republican policies
had enabled the stateds blnmenkandouwepvihowmt i on t o
political experience or moral competency. The result, white readers were told, would be
sexual predation, racial revolution, and gen
appeared in a September 1&&htinehrticle entittel A What Radi cali sm has
Republican courts came under fire as fAnotori
wrote that fAnegroeséthis day rule North Caro
vote that enables these desperate anlleslioutcasts to humiliate, degrade, and injure the
white peopl é of all classes. 0
I n addition to portraying fears of ar med
publications during Reconstruction attempted to shift blame for racial tension from white
supremacists to the formerly enslaved. Democrats described the South as a place of racial
cooperation unknown in Northern states due to the longevity of Southern interracial
commerce and white paternali@nany problems, therefore, fell to African Americarsl

their Northern allies. I n a broadside addres

%pDan T. Carter, @ATh
Southern History2, vd. 3 (August 1976): 344

e Anatomy of Fear :TheDtumal@hr i st mas L
4

Wil mi ngtonbés white c
fi
y

8. Holden responded cautiously to the requests by

itizens, affirming black freedom

i f they [ bltacakis]der ebsyi stth et hceo nlsaevgsu
Mc Pherson, ed. , ThelNerthCatotina f r om N

conservatives that
in Elizabeth Gregor
Historical Review27 (July 1951): 36®1.
4 Sentinelfi What Radicalism has Done, mi 26, Séplaemhgr Th868, Ta
1314,
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a frustrated Charlotte native chided bl ack S
enemies, it is your bad behavior that has made them so...the fattysulto not know how

to appreciate your freetom, and have grossly

Studying the political developments of the late 1860s, and especially the types of
attacks launched by newspapers, provides crucial context for explaining the mindsets an
effectiveness of partisan editors during and after the-Kolden War. 1868 was a
particularly notable year, featuring two cru
politics of race. Firstly, William Holden won-eection as governor for theeRublican
Party, which he officially helped found in North Carolina in 1867 from a combination of
Unionists, formdy enslaved peopleand western yeomen dedicated to opposing elite
Conservatism. Already embroiled in a personal feud with Josiah Turres Bfaieigh
SentinelHol dendés return to power gave the Democr
Holden the platform to push for more aggressive racial retérm.

Secondly, 1868 featured two important political conventions. The Conservative and
Republica Parties both held their meetings on 6 February. The Republican meeting was
i mportant due to Holdends nomination for the
Tour g®eds nomination for the state supreme c

nonslaveholding class, and, by arousing class prejudice, to excite them against the

“ACircular to the Freedmen of Western North Carolina
Freedmends Bureau, 18 6 BniverdityofNorth CaralinaatChapelddilCol | ect i on,
48 Olsen, ed.Reconstruction and Redemption in the South, 4 . Hol denbés nomination for

without press opposition. One of the most outspoken opponents of Holden and his Republican allies was H. H.
Helper, who published a campaign newslettgitied The Holden Recordihich featured reprinted quotes from

Hol d8tandasd nt ended to question Holdenbés competence and
Hamilton,Reconstruction in North Carolin&83.
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Co n s e r VaRepublicars recognized the importance of gaining poor white support in
1868, and they attempted to do so largely through class rhetoriRepublicampressprinted
and distributedd o pi es of Go v-€onfederacy $peacies té arouge-anti
conservative sentimenf.

While strategies adopted after the Republican Convention showed that Holden and
his allies recognized the power of the political préiss Conservative Convention also held
serious consequences for racial violence and thealklen War. This meeting marked the
beginning of what one scholar has termed ia
ruling el it e. anciAgfthe Reconstractiom Adtslofyl867, ¢ha Gonvention
i ssued a statement which | aid bare the party
absorbing issue, 0 stated the Conservatives,
supr e mac y énarhieto bs placedgolitically, and as a consequence socially, upon a
footing of e qu aimhistfear ofpolitichl and Hoeial egeatity nwotivated the
Convention to call for racial solidarity to
between white mep?

Many former Confederates had yet to take the Oath of Allegiance necessary to
qualify for public service, meaning that the Constitutional Convention of 1868 was a biracial
meeting of 13 Democrats and 107 Republicans, 15 of whom wererbtatk The

Republicarled Convention produced a new state constitution which extended suffrage to all

49 Hamilton, Reconstruction in Noht Carolina,282.

50 Hamilton, Reconstruction in North Carolin281-282.

51 Olsen, ed.Reconstruction and Redemption in the Sol&, Hamilton Reconstruction in North Carolina,
278279. For a detailed account of the Conservative Convention, see HamRgwonstruction in North

Carolina, 279.

52 Hamilton, Reconstruction in North Carolin279.

53Ricard L. Hume and Jerry B. Gougslacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions
of Radical ReconstructiofBaton Rouge: Louisiana Stateiersity Press, 2008298-302.
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men regardless of race or wealt h, extended t
public institutions including free schools and a state prsystent?

Rhetoric of the Republican and Democratic presses during the 1868 Convention
established partisan patterns which continued through 1870. On the Republican side, the
Standard ooked wupon the biracial | egilest,mdstur e and
dignified and most patriotic bSemdtinees t hat eve
meanwhil e, reeled in disgust, spitting headl
Called), o ACorn Field Dance aitaismitithi opi an Mi
G| o PP eémocrats directed particular venom against the constitution drafted by the
Convention, calling the document the Abl ack
its provisions for black suffrage and the direct election d§@s>°

Partisan Democratic press coverage helped give the Republican state legislature from
1868 to 1870 a reputation for financial corruption and moral degeneracy among both
contemporary observers and historians in the early twentieth century. Thevatuse
Democrats wutilized their wealth and dominanc
highlight every mistake of the government. In the words of one historian, the Conservative
press spun fda web of di st oouhtdeddRepuldicansarsll ander
ultimately made them scapegoats for all the ills of the state, including those left by the

war. o

541868 Constitution, in Hugh Talmage Lefler, edarth Carolina History Told by ContemporariéShapel

Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1965), 330.

55 SeeStandard21 February 18683entinel18-19 March 1868both in Hamilton Reconstruction in North

Carolina, 247.

%For discussions on the reception and deconstruction
Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawa2s3-76.

57 Olsen, ed.Reconstruction and Redemptionthe South170.
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Democratic editor Josiah Turner of the RaleSgintinee x e mp |l i f i ed hi s pa
mere days before the 1868 Convention, writingmer s o n a | l etter that Al
to think that no one will open the campaign against Holden, Secret Societies and the
negrdEwsrmer 6s strong words were but hig microc
by no means the only conservativetedactive during the KilkHo | den War , Turner

Sentinebr ovi ded a fStandardahdexpressed|cateeDerdogratic positions on

the Republican | egislatureds ineffectiveness
eventually turned manpe mocr at s away, but historians hav
tear down his opponents in print: APerhaps n
North Carolina, 0 wrote scholar Robert Digges
fordest ucti on with | ess tapacity for constructi

Turner is also notable because of his repeated personal attacks on Holden and the
bitter personal feud which developed between the two men. Their rivalry ultimately helped
der ai | Hol dendds hearashnkey si whpichi iggured pr c
impeachment trial. Although some Democratic papers tired @éidined s aggr essi ve
rhetoric and intrusive personal attacks, Turner is worthy of study as a critical member of the
Democratic press dung Reconstruction.

Turner took command of the Ralei§entinefrom William Pell on 1 December 1868
after buying the paper with his fatheroés fin

~

expected much from the outspoken, brazen editor. Pell descbediTer as fAa gal l a

58 Josiah Turner to William Alexander Graham, 2 January 1868, reprinfétkifPapers of William Alexander
Graham(Raleigh: State Department of Archives and History), vol.7, 439. Searchable copy of vol. 7 available
via North Carolina Digal Collections ahttp://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ref/collection/p249901coll22/id/456853

59 Robert Digges Wimberly ConnaXorth Carolina: Rebuilding an Ancient Commonwealth, 13925

(Chicago: American Historical Society, 1929), quote reproduced in OlseiResmhnstruction and Redemption

in the South170.



http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ref/collection/p249901coll22/id/456853

30

who wields a trenchant bladeo in his final a
disappointed®Tur ner set his papero6s activist tone i
his first issue:

The RaleighS e n t wifl lelaZealous and fearless advocate of the

Constitution of the United Stateseéeit wil.l

that set themselves up in opposition of the Federal Constitution and hold up to

the public indignation, corruption and imbecility in high p&te

These words did not go unnoticed by either party. The Wilmingpomnal
wel comed its newest ally by writing that Aif
have cause to drfEaden iTuriner®ko RBnddmée 1 @&@.n f o ¢
acknowledged his intensity, crooning Ahush,
alone; the Devil knows who bel &Wghsthiststmt hi m an
across the rhetorical bow, tB¢andardopened one of the great newspafeuds in North
Carolina history.

Turner immediately began attacking every branch of the Republican state
government. A series of December 1868 articl
the Republicans as illegitimate, disgracefultotheestas t r adi ti on, and doo
Hol dends government was fAone to be | ived und
peacef ul means, 0 wit h-ltihvee rgeodv enti nsocrr ehainntsoe |afn da

Arejected and floutkd, peooprlre amfd olvédér Nagtah nCa

state | egislators were nothing more than fAth

60 Sentinel 30 November 1868, in Scott Reynolds Neldoon Confederacies: Southern Railways, Klan
Violence, and Reconstructig@hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 109.

61 Sentinel,1l December 1868.

52 Wilmington Journal,27 November 1868.

63 Standard2 December 1868, reprinted in ClairekAt ns Pi tt man, #fJosiah Turner, J
186818760 (M. A. thesi s, University of North Carolina a
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corruption was rampant: a small number of di
the legislature inthep o ¢ K% t . 0
Turner based many of his attacks around t
and corrupt Republican legislators controlled the state senate and embezzled public funds.
After George Swepson and Milton Littlefield were exposed as headoogd fraud scheme
with the North Carolina railroad, Turner blamed Holden for the crime and charged the
governor with complicity without evidence.
Holden had had enough. Fearing political damage to his party and himself if he did
not defend hishonoreh r et or t ed t h &entinedednmeto card little forrlogic, o f t h ¢
|l ess for the truth, and nothing at all for c
newspaper and its edito®s merit loathing and
In addition to attacking Holden drthe Republican legislature, Turner targeted the
stateds judicial system by writing against F
l'ine from public to private insult, Turner q
t he r e mar kverydermtous bftthe Judgedary generous! Is Tourgée a married
ma n%%The freedom with which Turner made such personal insults reflects the personal

nature of Reconstruction politics. As the masters of the newspaper sphere, Turner and his

allies printedanything they thought could emotionally appeal to the white m&shesdia

64 Sentinell 3, and 10 December 186 8 NCduong Retdnstrgctio5.ougho quo
55 Standad, 13 January 1869. For national coverage of the Swepsort t | ef i el d epi sode, see
Mi | t on S. ThHe NewtYbrke Time291Juy,1879.

66 Sentinel 20 April 18609.

We should note that Turner 6s p eniorsamchdeelv thaite ofanork habi t s
moderate Democratic editors. One example of such division occurred when a disagreement developed between
Turner and William J. Yates, editor of the conservative Chardtaocrat Yates represented a widespread

opinion withint he Democratic party that Turnerds aggressive ¢
Conservative cause, to which Turner claimed that Yates, since he critiqgugeitimel was i n fact Hol c
ally. Turner also refuselli Y¥anhesédadrehueswi tenappseapat
critiquing Democrats as well as Holden, writing in Fe
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coverage kept the issues of partisan politic
readers throughout 1869 and 1870, laying the ground for public denunciation of the
governodb s acti ons -Hbldenwa®y t he Kirk

Democratic editors did not write unopposed. In light of their domination of North
Carolina politics for decades following Reconstruction, hindsight tempts one to dismiss any
opposition to white supremacist voicestaooms attempting to sweep back the rhetorical
sea. It is important to note, however, that North Carolina Republican papers provided a vital
counterweight to Democratic ideology throughout the late 1860s. Although Democrats
possessed more resources, Rdipans used the press to their advantage whenever possible

Republican editors spent much of their time defending the actidbsrgressional

Reconstructionwhich conservatives constantly attacked as corrupt. Republican papers
stressed that, beyond theetoric, thdegislature could boast several notable
accomplishments in addition to its more public failures. Chief among these accomplishments
were the ratification of the ¥4and 1% amendments, the reinstitution of the state militia, and

the estabhment of the state penitenti&ry.

oppressors of the people, we can then turn on e
to erode Turnerbés stige within North -Bddemo! i n
epi sode. See Pittman, Josi ah -1T8u7r6n,eor ,4 9J.r . , and
68 One example of attempted violence covered by the papers eddénrspring 1869, when a group of
Republican extremists including Holdends son Joseph f
assassinate him in the spring of 1869 before losing their nerve and surrendering to police. Emboldened by his
atac k er s6 failure, Turner bl amed Holden for the attemp
the crime, and the governor, concerned with rising Klan violence across the Piedmont, largely ignored the

accusation. Th&tandardpainted the editora a cowar d: after Joseph Hol dends |
the paper joked that Athere are now, so we under stanc
bludgeons, bowies and other O6rumnitegnpgsan® dammemn 6o |
seem inconsequential today, but his vigorous response illustrates a lesson with deep and abiding repercussions:
physical force did not defeat rhetoric wholly believed. Semdard27 March 1869. For a full retelling of the

mul tiple assassination attempts against Turner, see C
Sentinel . 0

69 Zuber,North Carolina during Reconstructio@1-22.
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Republican editors also pointed out that reform legislation coincided with earnest
appeals from Republican leaders for racial rights. Holden argued for racial equality in a
direct appeal t o tNeeYokTimasepingedipli8ds?Albion whi ch t h
Tour g®e echoed Hol den6és rhetoric in 1867, wr
slavery is deado and arguing for equal gover

sl avehol der sd e ftfeo rstusp rteanapceyr, p eftowatge®ewitciont r a

Civil War death toll against the nationds as
freedom’?
Tourg®eds writings expressed several of th

Republican leadership dugrReconstruction. These ideals included disdain for moderate

politics from nationalevel leaders, dedication to black suffrage, and belief in the need for

strong, conscienedriven leadership in the face of criticism. Tourgée expressed these

sentiments i January 1868 letter commissioned byNia¢ional AntiSlavery Standarth

response to nationwide Democratic victories in 186 This widelyprinted piece, Tourgée
considered the Democratsd6 successes in North
of the timidity of national Republican leaders and of their willingness to politicize moral (and
especially racial) issues. Hestter urged fearful Republicans to avoid a reactionary turn to a
Democratic Party Awhich is never disturbed D
sought nAgovernment designed especially for t
radically Republian Geensbortynion Registera post which he held from 1866 to 1867,

Tour g®e wrote that Republicansdéd willingness

“ANORTH CAROLI NA: Proclamation by Wi | heiPaople dNorttHo | d e n ,
Car o INew Yotk dimesl,2 June 1865.

" Mark Elliott and John David Smith, edklndaunted Radical: The Selected Writings and Speeches of Albion

W. TourgédBaton Rouge, Louisiana State University Press, 20B27.
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political shortsightedness. Rather than compromise, Tourgée advocated rededication to

racial equaty to hold back a conservative counieconstruction throughout the South. The

Amoderately inclined, constitutionally ti mid
present success beyond all other gods, 0 wrot
Ainsi st that their Congressional | eaders have

Carolina included, needed decisive executive action against racism rather than moderate,
waffling politcs’’Ho| den shared Tour g®e 6 s thelproblemsef f or d
the Kirk-Holden war would show the practical limits of idealism in a state dominated by

conservative wealth.

Hol dends and Tourg®eds political ambitions
opponents and from ideological divisions withimhe Republ i can Party. No
Republican editors did not agree on the exte

black population, leading to public arguments over issues such as voting rights and school
integration. The RepublicaRutheford Startook a strong stance against integration, writing
t hat f s uwilmot e tglecated’t vy

This division reflected national trends in the Republiearty, which Paul Abbott has
divided into Aradical 0 an deeditoresugportedstted camps.
national Republican platform while focusing on gaining white busiokess and elite allies.
In North Carolina and elsewhere, these writers opposed sanctions against former
Confederates in attempts to reconcile the Republicay #eaoid-line white voters.
Conversely, radical editors built their readership by appealing freed blacks, white Unionists,

working-class readers, and yeomen farmers. These stasy editors advocated racial

"2 Elliot and Smih, eds.Undaunted Radical: The Selected Writings and Speeches of Albion W. T@&gde
73 Abbott, For Free Press and Equal Rightk20.
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equality and hoped for a Southern RepublicamnyRahich could survive without pandering
to conservative whites for suppdtt.

Divisions in the Republican Party caused
presidential election in 1888an event which some Republican editors interpreted as an end
to Recamstruction and a beginning of sustained Republican rule. This miscalculation led
papers across the South to turn inward, focu
base rather than attracting larger numbers of worklags whites. Internal diajoes
eventually led to political division, with moderate Republican editors in several states folding
into the Democratic Party when the radical legislators in power refused to compfomise.

North Carolinads Republ i c a dicajsane sestristsef | ect
While Holden toed the line between radical and moderate editorship in the years after
Appomattox, Tourgée rested firmly in the radical camp. Tourgée advocated black suffrage
and equal representation before the law, and he provid@tlawvinto the challenge facing
North Carolinabs Republicans in a culture of
Standard A st ate senator from Graham had public
rul ed and under mi mgiaguity verdics i theclagceny yatee Staterwvi s s i n

Dennis HainesTourgée had been the presiding judge, and he wrote the paper to defend his

“A majority of North Carolina6s Republican editors we
partly due to the difficulty of securing federal printing patronage. In 1867 and 1868, House of Representatives

clerk Edward McPherson awardediégal contracts to two papers in each state. Competition for this guaranteed

funding was fierce, with some editors switching sides and other disqualified due to ideology. Tourgée provides

a casdn-point: although he was welinown and respected by NorthdRepublicans for his wartime loyalty,

Mc Pher son did not awar d a Umon Rdgistedcute ttoo T dhuer g Qedégse 6Gr eoepr

Hol den. Tourg®e had regularly published articles que:¢
Democratigpast and his willingness to compromise with former Confederates after 1865, and McPherson
judged that Holden was too i mportant to therFred at eds f

Press and Equal Right$24-25, 130.

> The most dematic episode of such division occurred in Georgia in 1869 and 1870, when Governor Rufus

Bull ockbs proposal to return the state to military r.
press. Democrats used this division to retakesthe in 1870, and Bullock fled to New York. Abbétar Free

Press and Equal Right$33-41.



honor in the case. After describing

trial: insteadof g senti ng evidence to prove Hai
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the sen

called one witness, asked one unrelated question, and then left the decision ktea pro

jury. Both juries returned guilty verdicts, and Tourgée threw them both out. In his pdblishe

account, Tour g®e acknowledged that

nesobs

his deci

arguing that, given the KIanods -48irOdaffisigisr e a d

Sshould act on personal convi ctdadbdoner at her t
ot herwise, 0 Tourg®e wrote, Al should have
heaped upon me, but | s hoUAthdughTowgee whermpi s e d

stranger to using political rhetoric hims®lhe founded th&nion Registeto serve as an

explicitly Republican media voiéehis willingness to suffer public backlash reflected the

highest ideals of the stateds divid
its black members, came under attack by the Ku Klux Kian.

Details regarding the Ku KIlux KI

widespread Klan activity began during the 1868 presidential campaign, suggesting a political

purposevhi ch shoul d not be overl|l ookedKlanAvgs on e

h

a

o

=S

ed Republ

ands gene

mainly a political organization which covered its actions with excuses in the same way they

covered their bodi es ®althagh intilidaay Klamsndnemay hlave i r

viewed night raids and lynching as means to experience commadesynbat the perceived

threat of black sexuality, the group as a whole existed to intimidate black voters and to

6 A. W. Tourgée tdStandard 28 January 1870, in Elliot and Smith, ed$ndaunted Radical: The Selected

Writings and Speeches of Albion W. Tourgée46.

77 JimWise,Murder in the Courthouse: Reconstruction and Redemption in the North Carolina Piedmont

(Charleston: The History Press, 2010), 83.
8 Zuber,North Carolina during Reconstructio,7. The North Caroli na
ceremony occued the day before the 1868 Presidential Elecfioial of W. W. Holden1581.
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power . The K|l anos
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Following a relatively lax period in the fall of 1868 which historian Alan Trelease
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mor e

vi ol

ent

Ho | d e eldes moderdtel Kiamlgadeesgogpolitedhe wo r k

el ement s, ®Th8dpiSodds arg an wi

numerous and wellocumented. Masked gunmen shot Caswell Holt of Alamance County for

suspected thievery, and he was deiddir trial when he filed suit against his attackers. An

undisguised white mob seized and murdered four black men awaiting trial in a Lenoir County

jail. Moore County Klansmen shot a black mother and her five children before burning their

home around thm. Perhaps the most brazen group defiance of law occurred on the night of

26 February 1870, when a mob of masked, teviEHding Klansmen belonging to the-so

call e

d AwWhite

Brotherhoodo

rode

nt o

t

he

Outlawd a town comrmssioner and the most prominent black man in Alamance County.
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% TreleaseWhite Terror

conservatives held an unassailable advantage. Klan violence was thus concentrated in the North Carolina
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Piedmont, where a mix of Republican and Democratic sympathies left elections and power in doubt. For a list

ofKKKatroci ti es from 1868 t hr -d8r@ bee Hada/bite Gesror, 886207, ands i n mi
Jesse Parker Bogue, Jr., AViolence and Oppression in
dissertation, University of Maryland, 1973), 226.

8%0rangegCounty gives the best example of Holdendés cooper

raising a militia, Holden appointed Dr. Pride Jones as his representative and authorized Jones to offer amnesty
to local Klansmen for all past crimes if they agtdo stop the violence. This offer led to a decrease in the

KI ands
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indicted eighteen men for the lynching, but none faced charges due to a lack of witnesses.
Conservative papers completed the farce by s

March?®!

Republicans did not silently accept the threat of vigilante violence. In addition to local
sheriffs and individuals such as Senator John Stephens arming themselves against raids,
Republicans used a primarblack secret organization knowntah e A Uni on League -
protect lives and property, to organize black voters in a solid bloc for the Republican Party
during Reconstruction, and, in the words of the GreendRegisterfit o Ku k| ux t he
K. K .8\nhite the Union League appeared in North Caiiin 1866 and thus poated
Klan activities, Leaguers stepped up their efforts after Klansmen began lynching in 1868,
directing their anger mostly toward Democratic property, with arson being by far the most
common accusation against th&m.
The existencef a Republican secret society allowed conservative newspaper editors to
take their attention off Klan atrocities and ultimately resulted in the Union League being
bl amed for white supremacist violence. Altho

numerous incidents of arson and terrorism during 1869, for example, he focused most

81Carol e Watterson Troxler, A6To | o oxhsoflatioral, lodalp sel y at
and Per s on arhe Ndrth €araina Histarical RevieW?, no. 4 (October 2000): 403. The tendency to

belittle Outlawds character was continued in the con:c
discussionoft e mur der , Outl aw was characterized as fia bl at a
provocation and fAput fire to mills, barns, and house:
that -adiiséemic negr o0 namedd Wihlel iraam dP unrgy epaarr tdyi socno vtehree n
and that Puryear #fAdisappeared that night and was four

conservative bent of early twentiethe nt ur y schol ar s, Hami | tliymbatho wnpl ayed
murders by writing that f#Aall attempts to discover the
believed that the Ku KIlux KI an hadRecoostructiomigNottho do wi tt

Carolina,471.

82 Registemuote reproduced in Treleas&hite Terror,208.

83 For a discussion of Union League actions against Democratic property, see HaRdttonstruction in
North Caroling 33942.
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heavily on the actions of Leaguers and blamed Holdergtdredard and the Republican
dominated legislature for creating an atmosphere which allowed and sometimedatedessi

t he KI a Aedl sioleadé’t Turmee atnimed that examples of increased arson in summer

1869 should fibe traced to the Leaguer’s and

Although papers of both parties singled out the Ku Klux Klan aflthee on Leagueds

primary opposition, it is important to note the decentralized nature of organizations which

terrified North Carolina in the fateful years of 1869 and 1870. The KKK organized in 1865 in

t

Pulaski, Tennessee, but it was not a national mon8ithe phen Hahn emphasi ze

composite nature by writing that @Adthe KI an

embracing a variety of secret vigilante and paramilitary outfits showing the marks of their
|l ocal ¥wMarth Gamlomian déns fit this mold and did not take their orders from a
central national administration. Rather, three separate Klan groups called the Constitutional
Union Guard, the White Brotherhood, and the Invisible Empire appeared in North Carolina
in 1868, recruiting disillusioned whites and managing raids on the local level. This
decentralized nature allowed members to claim deniability in court while diffusing leadership
to local elites such as Caswell Sheriff Jesse Griffith or John Lea, opéeimgy for racial
vigilantism to settle local scorés.

The North Carolina Klan succeeded and spread due to rampant-texeitiegal

corruption. The Klan dodged justice by faking alibis, stacking juries with sympathetic locals,

W

“Pittman, AJosiah Turner, Jr., and the Raleigh Sentir

8T ur ner &gof theaUnigndeague drew from his racism and from his personal feud with the gdvernor
Holden served as president of the Union League Grand Council in North Carolina from 1866 to 1867, providing
critical leadership and tying together local groups durifye L e a g u e Sestindl 27 Juip 4869. Dha .
Union League is also discussed in Pittman, AfAJosi ah
86 Hahn,A Nation Under our Fee£67.

8Brisson, ACivil Government -MokdenWer umb| L-80gHanRo LA E Me :

Nation Under Our Feef67.

T
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and intimidating officialsand witnesses. Klansmen traded targets with groups in neighboring
counties but also sometimes operated brazenly in their own towns, confident that black
victims would not testify and that juries of their white neighbors would not convict.
Corruption ran dep enough for some raiders to murder and assault blacks withoutdmasks
as Trelease noted, Afor Klansmen the main sa
ability to thwart |l egal® processes if they we
Neither was the bench pure framrrupted views of race: following his release from
prison duringthe KikHo | den war, Kl ansman and Stephens?o:c
near by home of U.S. judge James E. Boyd. Boy
before the KirkHolden episorda nd pr omi sed not to expose Lea
court® Additionally, Lincoln County judge David Schenck wrote in his diary in 1869 that
A The -Saxanlaml the African can never be equals in Government. One or the other
mu s t %fThis|tHen, @was the depth of prejudice against which Holden and judges such as
Tourgée struggled.
The press aided corruption by lambasting any attempt by the state government to adjust
the legal process to ensure fair trials. In this racigtigrged environmentonservative
papers cast efforts to ensure justice as tyr
sided with blacks against the Klan, even moderate Democratic papers did not miss the chance
to complain of a Republican plot. One such complagaturred in June 1869 after the North

Carolina Supreme Court ruled that a group of 109 lawyers, Josiah Turner among them, acted

88 TreleaseWhite Terror,201.

®John G. Lea, fAStatement on t MWNerthkardlilaDwigg of John W. St
Reconstruction

9 David Schenck Diary, 18 December 1869, David Schenck Papers, Southern Historical Colledtiersity

of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
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in contempt of court when they petitioned against judicial interference in political affairs.
The interference the lawyersapg ed was not hing more than a |
reject jurors for a case involving the Union League. Several Leaguers had been accused of
arson on flimsy evidence, and the judge astutely decided that the jurors originally selected
were preKlan andwould return a conviction regardless of proof. When the Supreme Court
ruled against the lawyers, the Charld¥emocral a ment ed, #@Ai s not such &
tyranny of %®he worst sort?o

The Democratic pressodos obstagaecdtheaKoKluxof | ust
Klan. Officially, most papers condemned vigilantism. Bentinelwrote in June 1869, for
exampl e, that fAgood men should endeavor to s
and Ku Klux Klan as dangerous to the peace and good ortlenaé s & Bractcally, . 0
however, conservative editors rhetorically a
expressed initial interest in the Klands pur
it altoget her gybfraeial violehce betaimaapparent is a6 e

One of the most egregious examples of the North Carolina press deflecting attention from
Klan actions surrounded the murder of Sheriff O. R. Colgrave of Jones County, a Northerner
who settled with his lmther in North Carolina after the Civil War and who challenged the
Democratic Party in his county due to his Republican affiliation with a sizable local black
population. Nine or ten members of the Lenoir County Constitutional Union Guard
ambushed Colgraven a secluded road on 28 May 1869, killing the sheriff and his black

companion. Rather than acknowledging the guilt of the KKK, the Democratic press attacked

%1 CharlotteDemocrat5 June 1869; in Pittman, fAJosi-dh Turner, Jr
92 Sentinel 27 June 1869.
®See Brisson, fACivil Gover nmenHo lwdaesn OVaurmbol fi nlg8 7alr,oou nid2
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Col graveds personal character, justifying ¢th

record lefore moving from New York. Holden responded in 8tandardoy denouncing

both racial wvigilantism and Republican threa
|l aw and the | aw alone hds the power to punis
Josiah Turner joinedinhe conversation, ignoring eviden
continuing to deny reality for months. 0aWe d

of the Ku Keninelid ndead twlkeedo not know that tF
organization; we havdways doubted the existence of a general organization of that kind for
political offTorherdépurpesesi ¢ mirrored that
the day after th&€entinelque st i oned t he KI a Néwsblamedihet ence, t
KKK®$ s e o0 n Stahdarddlanmming that the governor wrote of the secret
organi zation Awith a view of masking some da
an i nnoc éiThis cpnbiogtidn ef camfusion regarding the Klan and editorial
attackson t he | egitimacy of the stateds gover nme
seem that civil authority could no longer protect its citizens from themselves. These tactics
only gained in strength during the KiHkolden War, with conservative editdraming
Hol dends militia campaign as a Republican sc
than a response to Klan violerite.

By denying or ignoring the Ku Klux Klan, North Carolinian editors joined a regrettable

trend in the national media. Thalgic, pressdr i ven debate over the KI.

94 Standardquote reproduced in Treleas®hite Terror,192. For further coverage of the passive alliance
between the Klan and the Southern Democratisq see Carl R. Ostha®grtisans of the Southern Press:
Editorial Spokesmen of the Nineteenth Cenfuexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1994), 1B8p.

9 Sentinel 14 October 1869.

% WeldonNews in Standard 15 Oct 18609.

97 Holden repeatedlysed militia to react to KKK atrocities from 1868 to 1869, but his support of the Shoffner
Bill suggests an escalation in his efforts to curb the violence. See Mdiltiam Woods Holder?78-87.
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in the context of undeniable examples of Klan violence after 1867, resulted in a paradox. As

Hi storian EIl aine Parsons has noted, while ft
1868 untihe el ection of 1872, even the efforts o
York Tribunewhi ch ran more than 1,400 articles on
position that t he%Rebaadiess dfieditorial attempts toideny at al |
knowledge of the KKK, however, the press was instrumental in spreading knowledge and

fear of the group. Historian Allen Trelease
the Ku Klux Klan was played, not by General Forrest and his cohorts, bl [Botthern

Democratic né&wspaper press. o

Simmering racial tensions in the press and politics of North Carolina burst to light on the
night of 26 February 1870, when a mob of masked, tasielding Klansmen belonging to
thesec al | ed AWhiber Bdotihetr hotodle t own of Graham
Outlawd a town commissioner and the most prominent black man in Alamance County.
Armed with axes, the mob tore down Outl awbds
squar e bef or e smearderaadits afterrgath sedved ak @ graphic reminder of

the i mpotence of the stateds justice system

%El aine Frantz Parsons, @cHnstactiorSrka pR U kkxli isan TBededcnaDierns ea,l 0 i
of Southern History7, no. 1 (February 2011): 55. While Parsons presents useful data on national press
i n

coverage of the KIl an her articl e, | toothabot think t
Afdeni al of the existence of a real and violent KIlan v
Democratic paper and Democratic politicianséduring tfF
Skepticism, 0 58s Badded dronrTODemocratic voSentsi nel Gvoi
specific appeals to Klansmen to cease violence, however, | find it more useful to argue that the Democratic

press viewed the Klan as a political and rhetorical tool to mdbigapinion. By printing anonymous reports

of Klan violence while denying the groupb6s organized
of confusion and attempt to instill f ear sexstendeoc al bl e

and writing that its terrorism should cease allowed the papers to appear as defenders of the public good.
Whether or not this rhetoric was sincere is irreledanhat matters is that the Democratic press was a Janus
faced institution on the Klaissue and that the Klan consistently appeared in the papers.

% TreleaseWhite Terror,62.
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indicted eighteen men for the lynching, but none faced charges due to a lack of witnesses.
Conservate papers completed the farce by sl ander
March 100

And then, against a combustible backdrop of costumed night raiders and editors calling
for violent retaliation, Klansmen murdered State Senator John Stephens and duamped hi

body in a storage closet.

The Iimits of newspaper s o nptepodiollommgthe s hown
Stephens murddrna mel y, an eyewitness account and a
motives. Tour g®e r eport edstablledcorgse and heowder nat ur

themes of Carolinian violence to a national audience in a letter publishedNewh¥ork
Times publicly wondering if the local courts would (or could) bring the assassins to justice.
Since no Klansmen came forward, howeviee, viewpoint of the murderers themselves was
predictably abserif?

The perpetratorsodé story did not appear in

John G. Le& made to the North Carolina Historical Commission in July 1919 on condition

ofsecrecp was released to the public after Leads
as a political affair resulting from Consery
WCcarole Watterson Troxler, f6To | ook more closely at
and Per s on arhe Ndrth €araina Histarical Reew77, no. 4 (October 2000): 403. The tendency to

belittle Outlawds character was continued in the con:c
di scussion of the murder, Outl aw was chawoacterized a-:c
provocation and fAput fire to mills, barns, and house:
that -adifiséemic negrod named William Puryear discovered
and that Pur ytenart Mmdigshap menadr ewhs found some weeks | ate
conservative bent of early twentiethe nt ur y schol ar s, Hami |l ton downplayed

murders by writing that #Aal It hetstee mpaos mua dceir ssc omeare tuhme
believed that the Ku KIlux KI an hadRecoostructiomigNottho do wi tt
Carolina,471.

VigLife in North Carolina: Thé&ATdubledSeend Shdll HiSAsassihsor J o hn
Be Amn e NewiYaldTin@®6 February 1873, ilndaunted Radical: The Selected Writings and

Speeches of Albion W. Tourgd@-51.
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when fia bummer named Al bion W. Tourygn®e came
League, and they were drilling every night a
by approaching eCaswell sheriff Frank Wiley at a Democratic convention and asking the
Klansman to run on a moderate ticket, thinking that placing a med@eahocrat in local
office would mollify the Klan and protect black citizens. This was a profoundly unwise
mov e . Lea considered Stephens a race traitor
Stevens burned the hotel in Yanceyville and arowiofbk st ores. 0 Thi s bas:
in line with Democratic press accusations of Union League arson, suggesting that the Klan
read and understood the media argument regarding their at®fons.

Even while admitting to the murder, Lea sought to preserKldreas a legitimate,
though vigilante, organization. #AStevens was
sentenced to death. He had a fair trial [1in
the clearest connectidntbet weessb@sabbBetonies
Stephens had earned his punishment through prior crimes and by continuing to resist the
Democratic status quo. In the sentedicectly afterd e scr i bi ng St ephens bei
the breast antdeal asséentéelethatkfidbt was curre
mur dered his mothero and fAkept his houseéin
windows barred. 0 Stephensés paranoia is perh
wi t h y o u rlackgpopulationyeSuts irba loss of credit and the threat of physical

violence in the courthoud€®

23ohn G. Lea, fAStatement on t WNerthKardlilaDwigg of John W. S
Reconstruction.

John G. Lea, fAStatement on t WNerthKardlilaDwigg of John W. S
Reconstructon f or a summary of Stephensdés political career
defiance of the Klan, see Trelea¥éhite Terror,212-13.
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Hol den viewed the Klands murder of Stephen
possibility of escalation and convinced that local law enforcemend caulprotect the white
Republican and black populations, the governor declared states of insurrection in Alamance
County on 17 March 1870 and in Caswellon 6 Jdf&.he speci fi c wording
statements was notable. He declared both counties imentan not due to crimes by the
Kl an, but rather due to the inaction of | oca
authorities of the County of Alamance are not able to protect the citizens of said County in
the enjoyment of life and propgrt 6 Hol den wrote. Al have wait e
Alamance would assemble in public meeting and express their condemnation of such conduct
by a portion of the citizens of the county,

group meetingsral political expression was the domain of the press, and Democratic editors

had effectively silenced any systematic outc
Afevery citizen, of whatever party or color,
opinion, and must be safe in his own house, 0

control of the situation through force. Holden began preparing to raise a militia to restore
order and to arrest local Klansm¥a.

Holden was able to take suchastic steps due the Shoffner Bill, passed by the North
Carolina legislature on 21 January 1870. Introduced by T. M. Shoffner of Alamance, the Bill
gave the governor power to declare counties in states of insurrection and to use the state
militia to suppres unrest. Notably, however, Democrats succeeded in striking out the

Governor 6s abi | habeas corpus a dnangeagaithst which Holdem fvould

Ypittman, AJosiah Turner, Jr., and the Raleigh Senti
A A Proclamation by the Governor of North Carolina,o
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/broadsides_bdsnc031696/, accessed 24 Aug 2015.
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soon rebet® As in every other stage of the story, the Democratic press aggressively
politicized the bill, reading Schoffnerds | e
personal freedom. Turner described it as fAon

assimed that a political conspiracy headed by Holden lay behind the legisittisilowing

Stephensdés murder, Turner warned Caswel |l and
raise a militia: AThis policy i sactsathadr aw of f
party since it came into poweréeéostensibly fo

influence he elections. 0

Holden moved quickly after declaring Alamance and Caswell insurrectionary. At a
meeting in Raleigh on 8 June, the goverecided to raise a militia from the Unidmendly
mountains of North Carolina and eastern Tenn
however, was to try his prisoners by military tribunal. This decision explicitly overstepped
the Shoffner Act and wabus kept from the press until after the actual arrests. Holden
awarded command of the militia to George W. Kirk, a former Union officer with a reputation

for harsh tactics and a record of fighting Confederate soldiers in the Appalachians. Kirk

106 pemocratic hatred of the Shoffner Act was made clear in when the Orange County KKK voted to assassinate
Shoffner and send his corpse to Holden as a warning against using executive power against the Klan. During

Hol dends i mpeac hme nughttorthithat Klansnean Jaches Baya hadwaldsDr. BohroMoore

that Athey [ Orange County KI an] are going to suspend
not home on the night of the attemptwudbasssassissat nati on,
the AlamanceOrange county line and convinced them to go home, allowing Shoffner to later flee to Indiana.
Hamilton,Reconstruction in North Carolin&,70; ZuberNorth Carolina During Reconstructio28-29;

Pitt man, fiJro.s,i aahn dT urhreerRalJei gh Sentinel, 0 48; Brisson
Me: The KirkHo | den War of 1870, 0 131.

107 sentinel 6 January 1870.

108 3sentinel14 June 187 e mocr ats decried not Hol dends wuosce of forec
was directed (solely against Democrats) and the militia point of origin (Tennessee). Turner, in fact, boasted the

advances of the modern state in the North Carolina | e
We create constablesal s heri ffs for the purpose of coercing. o S
delivered in the Senate, January 1861, 0 13, Southern

Chapel Hill.
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predictablydr ew t he i re of the conservative press,
guerilla bandi® from Tennessee. 0

Over six hundred men volunteered for the militia, which received its marching orders in
Alamance County on 15 July. Those orders were rieaidyy simple: Holden had compiled a
list of approximately 100 suspected Klansmen through Republican sources in Alamance and
Caswell Counties, and Kirkos troops were to
overflowed with prisoners, includingbbot counti esd6 sheri ffs, poor
congressman John Kerf

The Kirk-Holden war devolved into a public relations disaster for Holden immediately
after the first arrests. Kirkos negative rep
aa undisciplined and barbaric. I n the words
citizen arrested by a regiment of cutthroats, who could neither read nor write, from western
North Carolina ahMdnsastperisi hghiyezsesneoe.l 6 st emdi r
arrest was Holdendés old rival, the incompara

Turner used the gendered rhetoric of chivalry and masculinity to provoke Holden into
action, suggesting in a publ8entinelarticle that failure to arrest Turner would make the
governor an unworthy man: AGov. Hol den: You
whitel i vered mi screant, do it now. You dared m

villain, come and arrest a man, and order your secret clubs not to molest awanen

109 Harris, William Woods Holder291. Conservatie s © opi ni ons of Kirk and of the

dampened by the wording of a handbill distributed by
putting down disloyal mi dni ght assassirmed o wrote the
countrymen, inhumanely butchered for pinionbs sake, ¢
Government was Crumbling Around Me, 0 145.

10 TreleaseWhite Terror,216-21; Harris William Woods Holder2909 5; Bri sson, #AGi vil GovVve

Crumbling around Me, 0 146.
MMJjohn G. Lea, @AStatement o nZubdemhNorthkCarblihaiDarmg of John W. S
Reconstruction
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chil #Aén hwugh Hol den al ways denied ordering

bore fruit on 5 August, when twelve of Kirk?©ad

station. Understanding the rhetorical significance of his imprisonmemter politicized the

event by complaining of his treatment whil e

impeachment proceedings, Turner stated that he was repeatedly drenched with water while

sleeping, that his soap was stolen, that his windows slaut, and that he was held in the

same room in which John Stephens had been assassiiadaer witnesses helped

Turner6s cause by reinforcing his story, 1inc

exsheriff Wiley sl egritofwmojmolll ovéd’d halal cmiaglyt 1
With Turner and dozens of suspected Klansmen in custody, Holden faced the question of

how to proceed. The political difficulty of

lawyers secured writs dfabeas corpufom North Carolina Supreme Court Justice

Richmond Pearson and presented the writs to the governor. Within days of his seeming

triumph, Holden was legally obligated to release the men whom he held responsible for the

Aistate of i nsur r e daterfamed as afaral endice waydndhpolitids,at h e

Hol den denied the writs. The prisoners remai

unconstitutional action crossed the stafe.

112sentinel 3 Aug 1870.

Wpittman, AJosiah Turner ,-59.r .T uramear & shley eRemapletii gphr Swind @ s
rhetoricés active role during political crises: althc
his trial, it is certain the Democratic pressds repee
and influencedhe ultimate framing of the impeachment charges. In cases of rhetoric, volume and circulation

often matters more than fact.

M4John G. Lea, fAStatement on t WNerthKardlilaDwigg of John W. S
Reconstruction

115 A representative #cle in the typically preRepublican New YorKimesd e scr i bed Hol den as i
the | aw, and as the arbitrary, unrestrained military
New York Times,2 August 1870, in HarrigVilliam Wood Holden,292.Even at this tensiofilled moment,

however, the social influence of certain members of the press could override politics: a Raleigh editor named

John Spellman came to Holden and convinced him to release John Lea on leave after thes fakhalseas

t
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Holden justified his unconstitutional action by referencing the spingt the letter, of
the Shoffner Act. Since he had been granted the power to declare counties in insurrection,
Holden reasoned, he had the obligation to hold and try prisoners in a manner sure to bring
about the end of said insurrections. Holden ckeditinis belief in a letter to Pearson after
refusing the judgeds first writs, writing ¢th
civil and judicial authorities are unakd¢thistimet o deal witH®the insurg

This was liberal interpretatioof the law and a mistimed judgment of the

sociopolitical climate: Holden planned to try his prisoners by -staganized military courts,
but a higher authority ultimately under mi ned
for a writ of bodily d&tachment against Kirk, after which the Democratic prisoners appealed
directly to U.S. District Court Judge George
granted writs of to all prisoners who asked, including Turh&rDismayed, Holden wrote to
UlyssesGr ant and asked the President to overridi
general Amos Akerman on the matter, Grant sided against Holden based on a strict
interpretation of the | aw and Hol dends unfor
alternative but to release every prisoner from military control to civil courts for trial in mid
Augusd an act which crippled his political legitimacy and practically guaranteed his

impeachment?®

corpus were ignored. John G. Lea, iSt adlarte @Gaeolna o n t he Kk
During Reconstruction

118 Holden to Pearson, 26 July 1870, in HamiltReconstruction in North Carolin®14.

117 Brooks issued the writs of habeas corpus of 6 August 1870 based on the Habeas Corpus Act of 1867, which
allowed any state prisoner to appeal to federal authorities for relief if the prisoner felt that he/she had been

wrongly imprisoned. Since Holden didtthave physical evidence directly linking his prisoners in Alamance

and Caswel |l counties to the KKK, Brooks felt that he
William Woods Holder295.
AW | I i am Wo o Becumdndingdhe Aerican Southaccessed 8 November 2015,

http://docsouth.unc.edu/browse/bios/pn0000761 bio.htmFor addi ti onal di sc
rejecting Holeker@ud ivequedterfvemt-Hohdene®WaBr o6

u
S
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The trials which ensued cfiovri IHog odveenronsmepnrti 6sso
convict Klansmen in Reconstruction North Carolina. One group of prisoners faced Judge
Brooks in Salisbury, but an inept prosecution offered no evidence and allowed all the
accused to go free. The trials of the remainingopiess ended in similar disappointment:
although Judge Pearson indicted femty ne pri soner s based on the
the trial from Raleigh to local courts in Alamance and Caswell Counties. Protected in their
hometowns by false testimony asyginpathetic juries, all fortpine suspects escaped
conviction!'®In a final stroke of bitter irony, the Democratic press throughout the trials
accused Holden of violating th@urteenthrAmendment rights of his Klansmen prisoners by
denying due procegg’

While Holden reeled from his abandonment by the federal government, his former
prisoners rode a flood of media celebration as the Democratic Party began the work of

transforming public opinion into political control. The press took its typical place at the

symbolic front of the Democratic wave. On th
example, th&entinepbu bl i shed an article politicizing T
God, it is trueéThe integrity ofmhhethass pur pose
fearl essly | abored to redeem NC from misrule
name of Holdenéwill be ¥Eumersetitpwotkeilfying or n and
WEor information on the tr iWllamWaofsHbldet2e5896ansl pri soner s
TreleaseWhite Terror,221-222.

120For an individual perspective from one ofthe@ st ed men, see John G. Lea, @St

John W. St e vNorhsCardlinaiDaoringZRetoestructiomRichard AbbottFor Free Press and Equal

Rights,147.

2lgentinell 0 August 1870. 1t is diffdtcrudytalt oby v@rrasntadtse dHou
Prior to appointing Kirk as militia commander, Holden received a handwritten assurance from Grant that federal

troops would be sent to reinforce the North Carolina militia if the Klan forcibly resisted. Further, Holden met

wit h the President in person in Washington on 30 June
support. Grantodéds refusal to override Brooksé6s acti ons
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Hol den throughout | ate 1870, chapolteatt eri zi ng
desperadoo and claiming that the militia can

supercede the ci vi |l'PpPradietablyoTurnepdidoat méntontbeo | | us i o

racial violence which motivated Hol dends act
Republican newspapers att e ntoldealdngiagewithount er
political rhetoric of their own. At the heig

Hol dends unconcstanddrdat gaopdl|l t Aat sptbkredi powet he
to protect black citizens against racial vio
military power 0 woul d!*Regardlasd of thedogiebehindsuoh r est o
claims, Republican rhetoric proved ineffective due talgmn circulations and the

accumulated racial prejudice to which Democratic papers such @etitmelappealed.

Newspaper rhetoric was only the beginning of the Democratic victory tour. Crowds of
conservative Raleigh citizens celebrated Turner as aneguwar hero, with one local
remembering that fAThey had a great demonstr a
cannon were fired, tar barrels burned and speeches by a great many prominent men were
ma d B*Turner followed this raucous reception wathour around central North Carolina,
attending banquets featuring brass bands, barbecue, aiitbéden speeches in towns
throughout the Piedmont. Turner played the hero at every stop: former Governor William

Al exander Graham r emeumbtes edetth.at wWidmoae guents,t

Holderd having placed his faith for yeans the Union, the governor lost irreplaceable faith in the federal
government 6s dedi cat i @ilianmVdoods Hodderp8889l i ¢ good. Harris,
22gentineguotes in Br-Hesdoen WaheoKit&70, 0 43.

28gtandard2 0 July 1870vili nGBwédrssmennt AvCds Crumbling Around
23John G. Lea, fAStatement on t MNerthKardlidaDuwigg of John W. S
Reconstruction.
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Hill sborough there was a gener al turnout , wi
etc. and he was dra¥%n in a carriage into tow
Hol dends embarrassment aholdenWar panadeddhsir t r i u mp
partiesd respective fortunes in the 1870 st a
familiar to any student of po§ivil War Southern politics. Th8entinelpublished appeals to
white workers, shouti ng ~fAhesea atemptstolweoblackhi | e a
voters with claims that they had been mistreated and underappreciated by Republican
leadership. Th&tandardr e pl i ed t hrough appeals to both r
chargesin1861 86 8 t hat A Sout h e rfiad aadrrdlegated tbeir wdrking h a d
class fellows as fimean white,poor white tra
What differentiated the 1870 campaign was
unusually violent backdrop against which North Carolinians castlih#ots. With the
election occurring during the first week of August, the Democrats played heavily on negative
public opinion of Kirkds militia throughout
opinions of Republicans declined as page aftesjdd page descri bed Hol der
arrests by barbaric mountaineers. These attacks were strengthened by shameless calls from
Turner and his peers for the Klan to stop th
their | awl es Sennaium sMaroc hr e afiGd ek iden canodt ju

Democratic press thus positioned itself as both a virtuous voice against racial violence and a

125William Alexander Graham to William Alexander Graham, Jr., William Alexander Graham PSpetbgn

Historical CollectionUniversityof North CarolinaatChapel Hit see al so Pittman, AJosi a
Ral eigh Sentinel , 0 62.

126 SeeSentinel 21, 24 June 1870; ar@tandard 30 October 1867. 1870 election discussed in Richard Abbott,

For Free Speech and EqualRights1 0. The two papersd rivalry was espec
1870 because Holden appointed his son Joseph, the very man who had attempted to assassinate Holden mere
months before, as editor of t&éandardduringthec a mpai gn. Gener al hatred ensued.
Jr., and the Raleigh Sentinel, o 52.

127 Sentinel 16 March 1870.
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victim of corrupt government oversight, backing their opponents into a corner. The reward
was great: theelecio, hel d t he day before Turneros arr
Democratic victorg the Party gained a twihirds majority in the state senate and elected
five new congressmen. North Carolina was back in conservative hands. In the view of many,
order had ben restoreé?®

The newly victorious Democrats practically tripped over themselves to introduce
impeachment charges against Holden in the North Carolina House of Representatives on 9
December 1870. This was not a surprise: papers on both sides anticipated l¢ n 6 s
impeachment throughout the fall, rightly regarding his actions during theHGltten War
as a political death knell. Ti&tandardevenexpressed impatience withe Democratic state
|l egi sl ature: Al nnocent o remgnembersofthe Uegstaturea s h av
fail to make good the charges made by them during the campaign, they are worse men than
the GoVdrhreorn.rd al which resulted stands as a
influence political change.

The senate introducetdght impeachment articles directed against Holden. The most
damning charges dealt with Holden suspentiiaigeas corpuand using troops against
citizens without probable cause. Article 111
arrest and makingosiah Turner the first person referenced by name in the document. Article
VII continued the focus onthe Turrero | den f eud by cl ai ming that

|l oat hsome dungeon®osiah Turner, junior.?od

2pittman, AJosiah Turner ,62Jr ., and the Raleigh Senti
129 Standard 6 December 1870.

B0 Turner was the first, but not thelgnprisoner to be mentioned by name in the impeachment charges. Article

IV specifically named John Kerr as one of four unlawfully detained Caswell citizens; Article V addressed the

denied writ of habeas corpus for Adolphus Moore; finally, Article VIlaceud Hol den of empower i
men to hang William Patton and Lucien Murray for interrogation. Holden denied condoning torture under any
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In addition to naming Turner explicitly the impeachment charges, the prosecution used
documents relating to Turnero6s arrest as son
Hol dendés honor . On the trialds seventh day,
handwritten petition frm Turner to Judge Brooks from the previous August in which Turner
claimed to be a citizen of Orange County and
violation of the constitution and | aw of the
Ho | d'2The posecution then presented the writ issued by Judge Brooks against Kirk on
6 August 1870, making sure to emphasize that President Grant opposed Holden on the issue
of Turnerod6s arrest. Hol den and Kirk were mad
introduced the printed reply of Kirk to Judge Brooks, in which Kirk wrote that he held
Turner fion the charge of conspiring with diwv
government of the %3Theide of@a DemNaatictetitor@arking! i na. 0
against the stateds best interest would have
Democratic audience. Taking the wording of these charges into account, it seems clear that
media conflict generally and Turner specifically figured prominently inipydgrception of
the Kirk-Holden war.

Holden presented his defense in court on 23 January 1871. After emphasizing the
breakdown in civil order that motivated him to form the militia, Holden turned to the
question of Turner. In response to impeachmentlagic | I | , Hol den ar gued t

desire to advance his political prospects and a hope to increase his patronage as a citizen and

circumstances. HamiltoiReconstruction in North Carolin®45-46; Trial of William W. Holden, Governor of
North Carolna, 2542, 2553.

131 Trjal of William W. Holden205-206.

1321pid., 207.
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editor, o Turner Adid resort to vaPHeewas ways
a case of press and politicsrgeddt he r emai nder of Hol denés def
physical representation of the two mends r he
asked i f he had publically advocated forcibl
never did adviséorcible resistance. | did myself repeatedly in conversation say that they
ought to be shot and hung up like dogs in the woods, but | never in any public speech said
anythi ng §*Latetimhés tektimong, Tusner continued the personal attacks by
describing relations between himself and Hol
and a bad man. o0 Holden rose, said that Al do
courtroom, never to return during the tridl.

While the partisancourtedc i ded Hol dendés fate, the statebo
frustrated silence. The prosecution completely ignored the reality of Klan atrocities, focusing
on technical legal arguments and skipping over the practical motivations which drove Holden
to oversep his constitutional authority. As it became increasingly, tragically clear that
Hol den would be convicted, North Carolinads
measured popular assembly, fasting, and prayeo plead their case. Black ministers across
thestate designated 13 January 1871 as a day of prayer and fasting for Governor Holden. All
bl ack North Carolinians were asked to | eave
the Governor triumphantly thr oupulishetdni s or dea

NAddress to the Colored Citizens of North Ca

claimed that Hol dendés only mistake was that

133Trjal of William W. Holden 44.
134 pid., 912.
135 |pid., 907.
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Assassins. o0 Such an appeal t o racialhefommther power
albeitgradua was i nevitable in North Carolina. fAJu
ministers. Alf we call upg®®n God he will hear

Justice would indeed eventually awake for blacks in North Carolina, but 1871 whs not t
time. The legislature found Holden guilty of six of eight charges on 22 March, convicting the
disgraced leader with a loud huzzah. Tod R. Caldvefho had assumed the role of
Lieutenant Governor after the 1868 state constitution created thedofficeded Holden,
who was barred from holding public office 1in
from the state for which he had done so much, Holden worked as the political editor of the
WashingtorDaily Chroniclebefore returning to Raleigh as posister in 1872 and
remaining active in community life until his death in 1892,

Regardless of the complex politics and mu

conviction, the nationds memory of the first

BaAddress to the Colored Citizens UnivershyoffNorth Car ol i na.
Carolinaat Chapel Hilb Blorth Carolina Collection and is reprinted in Hamilt&gconstruction in North

Carolina,5 4 4 . Hamilton characterized the black | eadersd ac
appealing to blacksé séaretichemtr esd wivh depuwiklei of stHpp dreh.
occurred when he was publically baptized at Raleigh First Baptist in December 1870 despite never before

participating with the Baptist denomination. The Northern press accused Holden of manipulatiogpinibn

with his baptism: according to tidation,i No r ecor d of any similar preparati
believe, to be found in the books, and t Nation@f fect of
December 1870, reprinted ihamilton, Reconstruction in North Carolin®45.

B’'Hol den biographical information fr @&mNoWielmbieam 1W®&2d D
Documenting the American Soutthttp://docsouth.unc.edu/browse/bios/pn0000761 bio,ldodessed 23

January 2016. Holden remained active in journalism through his later years, delivering a speech entitled
AfAddress on the History of Jour nal i AssociationinN®3i.t h Car ol i
This speech is available online and serves as an excellent survey of pol#ataleyeditors in the state during
Reconstruction. Holden does not mention Turnertetinelor his own impeachment; however, he does

speak in positig terms of William J. Yates, editor of the Charldtemocratand outspoken critic of Holden

during the late 1860s. This willingness to publically affirm Democratic editors suggests a professional

comradery between North Carolina journalists. | was unabi@gcate a study on the state Press Association, but

further work on this topic could help reveal the depth to which professional and personal beliefs mixed in the

late 19cent ur y. See William Holden, ndAddlriesa0do o(hRd lhei dih s
News and Observer, 1881), published onlinketds://archive.org/details/addressonhistoryOOholdridtessed

23 January 2016.
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by a press which helped depose Hol den, i gnor
blacks, and recast the KitHolden War as a personal feud fed by pride and based in a
newspaper rivalry. Thus, as has too often been the case in examples of Ameratan ra
violence, history was rewritten and its causes reframed in white by those who controlled the
means to print.

Former North Carolina Klansmen testified before Congress as part of a national
investigation into the terrorist group in early 1870s. Trestitnony established the extent of
Kl'an activity in North Carolina and brought

attention. Alamance County Klansman J. W. Long stated, for example, that membership in

his countyds KI an gsevemhunidredofrom 1860rtoel@70 &idifn d r e d  t
Even with such testimony, Congressos final
ultimately failed to recognize the motives

technical a ¢ ¢ u s adatesbmistakehwasf hisfagsining tteerighd te enligst a

force and arm it, to take money from the treasury without any authority of law, to pay a force

to go and arrest some of his old pol i®tical

Personalvedet t as obscured wider patterns of prej

false assumption that the causes of the sta
Although isolated lynchings continued in North Carolina throughout the late

nineteenth centyr largescale raids by extremist groups such as the KKK largely ceased in

the state by the early 1870s. Lack of systematic night rides by the Klan did not mean that

¥Brisson, ACivil Gogeammemd Mea,s0 CIrdimnbl i

139 Congressional Joint Select Committee on the Condition of Affairs in the Late InsurrectionaryrFSiptes,

of the Joint select committee to inquire into the condition of affairs in the late insurrectionary states, so far as
regards he execution of the laws, and safety of the lives and property of the citizens of the United States and
Testimony takef\Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1872), 484.
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white supremacy or racial hatred had died away, however. Rather, violence abatedyrelativel
early in North Carolina simply because Democrats regained power earlier there than in other
states. With their political goals secured, the North Carolina Klan simply had no reason to
exist140
As the Klan faded from public view, De moc
and consolidated their control of the state. Historian Mark Bradley has noted an increase in
cordiality between state political leaders and Federal officials in North Cardlérated
mid-1870s, and he explains this change in terms of a betrayal by the national government:
The Redeemer Democrats had established fh
As a result, they felt secure enough to r
conciliatorygestures. Thereafter, bluecoats participated in public ceremonies
with Confederate veterans and found that white society had at last opened
doors to them. After a dozendthears of tak
juggling act that combined protecting tkaand conciliating former
Confederate® the army abandoned the freedpeople for the sake of sectional
reconciliation!4!
Federal abandonment and Democratic control led to a predictable decrease in
Republican printing as patronage funding for pRepublicarpapers ceased, papers which
catered to stiimpoverished black and white Republicans shriveled on the vine in North
Carolinabdbs cities. While the 163 Republican
represented 29 percent of the regional total, only &3uBlican papers, a paltry 10 percent of
the total, remained in the former Confederacy by 1880. As Democrats consolidated their
power, Democratic rhetoric crowded out legitimate rivals in the public spttere.

It is encouraging to note that some editors r@adlers in North Carolina retained a

farsi ghted hope in racial progress even after

140 Bradley,Bluecoats and Tar Heel§;7 and entirety of chapter 9.
141 |bid., 6.
142 Abbott, For Free Press and Equal Rights82.
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Asheville Pioneee di t or Pinckney Rollins described in

men in the South whoseustbling block in the road to political and social advancement was

their poverty and whose stigmaéconsi sted in
br o##Too few of Rollinsés peers shared his op
faced a state wise media and legislation degraded blacks from birth. Press, politics, and

race continued to revolve in a deadly cycke cycle which reached especially ghastly

heights during the North Carolina Democrats

stake. This attempt came in 1898 in the form of a coordinated white supremacist press
campaign and the subsequent AW | mington Rac

role in causing its tragedies, that this study now turns.

143 Asheville Pioneequote in AbbottFor Free Press and Equal Rights33-84.
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CHAPTER TWO:

ATO NEOGER BE NEGROI ZEDO:
RHETORIC AND RAGE IN THE WILMINGTON COUP, 1898

ATake up the White Mandés burden,
Be ye of white mands breed
This burden lift and shoulder;
It may be thing of need
As Ot was when taken bol dly,
Along with belchinggun,
To change the situation
In grand old Wilmington.

Take up the White Manbdés burden,
To neder be negroized,
Though official Washington
Was seemingly surprised
That taking up the burden,
By taking up the gun,
Is in accord with logic,
In grand oldwilmington.

ot

ATake up the White Mandés burden,
Be it but song to tell
AFat her, tal/l and strong, i s whi
And motherés white, as well .0
Chorus add, and sign it loud,
White, worthy, nobly son;
AWhen they took the burden up,
They shot in Wi I mington. o

AWiilmgt onds Bur d
from theWilmington
Messenger
12 March 1899
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Despite North Carolinads threatening raci
to conservative white rule shortly after Hol
NorthSt at e had a chance. Determined to change
regain local political power denied them by the Democratic leaders who redeemed the state
after Hol dends i mpeac h-baekadPppulists joirtedhwiticvebit ol i1 na o s
and bl ack Republicans under a banner of AFus
Republican Daniel L. Russell governor in 1896. Stung by these defeats, Democratic papers
across the state lost no opportunity to pillory the political legitimadyp&nsonal quality of
black Republican officials and their white allies. Reverting to language reminiscent of an
1868 article calling North Carolinads consti
one disgusted politician wrote that a gatheringofttta Republ i cans i n Ral ei
dark c¢cloud rising over the room. o0 Although L
public service, black legislators attracted the most pointed irdétilts.

Biracial support allowed Fusion government to seethe initial waves of press
criticism. The large and relatively affluent black population in Wilmington made New

Hanover County a particularly important Fusion stronghold. Wilmington Fusionists drew

popular support from a legacy of black public involvein&hich included abnormaHy

144 PratherWe Have TakenaCitg435; fAKonvenshuno quote Thefreddduced in
Freedom: Abraham Galloway aidh e S| a v e (€liapeCHillvUniversiya@frNorth Carolina Press,

2015)200; final guote in AA Disgusted Republican, 06 1898
Wilson Library,University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill Although an indepth discussion of Fusionism lies

beyond the purview of this study, it is important to
for mal mer ging of the Republican and Popul i sthe ( Peopl e
gold standard, but they fundamentally agreed on enoughlstatidssues, including notably a repeal of the

County Government Act of 1877 and an increase in public education funding, that Party leaders agreed to

support joint tickets. Ironically, theeparate nature of Populists and Republicans eventually maestdtus

members of both Parties, and especially Populist farmers, targets for Democraliasededentity

propaganda in 189&eeRonnie Faulknel F u s i o n NBrth ICardlina tistory®roject, published 2016,

accessed 15 February 20b@p://www.northcarolinahistory.org/commentary/58/entry.
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lenient atebellum slave contracts and a postwar black community noted for its political
militancy. The North Carolina Equal Rights League, a militant advocacy group for equal
black rights, had moved its offices from Raleigh{dmington in January 1866, and one
conservative paper wrote in 1875 that AThere
companies in this city, as there are white c
Although this claim may haveslen exaggerated, the sociopolitical repercussions for both
races were clear: Wi I mingtonds bl acks knew a
to sacrifice a great deal to preserve them. When Fusionism triumphed for a brief span two
decades lateti seemed that the cityods blacks would
their own decadel®ng struggle for representatiofy.

And then, at nine o0o06clock on the morning
streets of Wilmington. A mob of two ¢dlusand armed white men marched on the office of the
Daily Recorda local black newspaper whose editor had written an editorial questioning the
sexual innocence of southern white womanhood. The men smastecttred s pr i nt i ng
press, posed for a photogha@nd looked on as the building burned. By the afternoon,
tensions exploded into gunfights which left an unknown number of black men lying dead in
the streets. Political turnover accompanied
Republican munipal government to resign and appointed a new mayor, chief of police, and
board of aldermen as chaos reigned by the Cape Fear River. As the Democrats consolidated

their rule and the local press lauded the revolution it had helped create, black citizans hid

145 Quote fromWilmington Journal19 December 1875, in David Cecelskhe Fire of Freedon215. This

moment of representation did not last, however, and it was pulled down by the power of the Democratic press.
Armed with anecdotes of irresponsible black councilmen and other officials from across the state, Democratic
papers pointed to black exxeas justification for white rule. For example, John C. Dancy, black customs
collector at Wil mingtonds port, received special cri
|l egalizing interracial marrLagesnsCfbti dlbsmhofCabahtn
Democratic broadside, North Carolina Collection, Wilson Librahyiversity of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

t
c
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the surrounding swamps or joined the over 2,100 refugees who fled thgycdihe night of
10 November the guns were silent in W | mingt
had ended; the tragedy named by its perpetrators as the WilmingtoRiRaeas
completet#®

But what, exactly, had happened? Democratic sympathizers described the coup as a
spontaneous response to bothReeord s sexual accusations and il
massacreods victims knew betMteferetheedRoaiat, but r el at i o
tensions turned to violence only after the white press took up the issuRetbileditorial
was incorporated into an ongoing campaign in
specific political goal; scholars now agreath t he vi ol ence fiwas not a
but was directed by white businessmen and De
Il n the more pointed words of a Wil mington De
was decided thatthiscityasdounty shoul'f be redeemed. 0o

How did Democratic leaders orchestrate such a plot? The answer, obvious in 1898 if
obscure today, is the press. The coup was th
Democratic Party and Democratic press, the sebdéich were sown on a quiet afternoon
in March 1898 when three men held a meeting at the Chatawka Hotel in New Bern, North

Carolina. The men were Furnifold Simmons, chairman of the North Carolina Democratic

M“6Kansas CityStarl 4 November 1898, reproduced in Geoff Suiter

188 Coup in Wi lmington, North Carolina, o (n.p.: Geoff

Revel ations, 0 i nTheMaaowlofelmditidh: A NdHoa EriticaltEditiored. Werner Sollors

(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2012722 73; 1898 Wil mington Riot Commi
of Wilmington Race Riot Report, May 31, 2006yw.history.ncdcr.gov/1838vrrc/report/report.htm; A useful

narrative of the riot itself may be found in chapters four and five of H. Leon Préfkdrave Taken a City:

Wilmington Racial Massacre and Coup of 1§@8anbury: Associated University Presses, 1984).

YAWi Il mington Race Riot Draft REw@MarrdwofOfablitomed. SdRasy el at i o
272; George Rounadafremy RéMesnomalndRecol |l ection of the EI

Papers, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 3.
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Party; Charles Aycock, future governor of No@hrolina; and Josephus Daniels, editor of
the heavilypartisanRaleigh News and Observéreading North Carolina Democrats, the
three men discussedategy for the months befotlee election of 8 Novembeéran election
in which they hoped to break the afice between Republicans and westesed Populists
that had captured control of state politics in 1894, had ruled under the name of Fusionism,
and had elected Daniel Russell to the governorship in ¥896.
The strategy that Simmons, Aycock, and Dandgveloped revolved around
publishing racial rhetoric daily in the North Carolina p&esspress which Daniels and his
fellow Democratic editors used from March to November as a political tool of visceral
efficiency. This is the story of the arguments thesen made and the tragedy they helped
creatd t he rel ationships between the press, the
Wilmington Coup. Drawing from modern scholarship on Wilmington and primary sources
including partisan editorials, political broadsidasd eyewitness accounts of the violence,
this chapterasks two questions critical to our understanding of 1898. Namely, what rhetorical
strategies did the Democratic press employ during the 1898 campaign, and how did this
coverage impact the violence iniiington itself?
Whil e the Democratsd press campaign was h
were not subtle. A single 1898 broadside sho
PROPOSE TO COLONI ZE AND CONTROL NORTH CAROLI

DRI VES AWAY | NVESTORS, 0 and ATHE MENWCE TO W

Gl enda E. Gil more, fAMurder, MeDamacrag Beteayed: ThHehe FIl i ght
Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 and Its Legasy, David S. Cecelski and Timothy B. Tyson (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1998)4 ; St ephen Kantrowitz, AThe Two Fa

Democracy Betrayead. Cecelski andlyson,105.
“fANegro Supremacy Against White Supremacy in North C.
Carolina Collection, Wilson LibraryJniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
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This pointed language made the themes of 1898 clear: as in 1870, the months before
Wilmington were marked by white political anxiety, a concerted effort by the conservative
elite to regain powegnd a threat of physical violence undergirded by aggressive, often
sexualized antblack rhetoricJournalism in 1898 North Carolina was not intended for
passive consumptiénreaders were called to feel, to identify, and to act in drastic ways.
TheDemocratic press aggravated4apasting racial tensions while suggesting
avenueshrough which white Wilmingtonians directed and justified violence. The press did
not solely cause the Wil mington coup, but it
tapping the deep southern roots of honor, sex, and race, Daniels and his peers gave
Wil mingtonds whites the rhetorical tools nee
newspaperso role in the violence in Wi I mingt
arguments and the practical consequences of racist jourritalisaghout 1898This study
reveals similarities to partisan editors during the Kilddden War: by ignoring the complex
causes at the heart of racial violence in favor of sensationalist dyetditors in both cases
created narratives of black aggression, Republican fraud, and Democratic saviors. These
narratives have proven remarkably durabl e, w
Holden only in 2011 and no weatbntextualized meorial to the victims of 1898 standing in
Wil mingtonds downtown streets even today. Th
connected stories, then, for anyone interest
of history, stereotype, drpublic opinion.
The historiography related to the Wilmington Coup is diverse, but this chapter draws
specifically from works discussing Democratic rhetoric, Republican responses and failures,

and ways in which rhetoric influenced public opinionandacon t owar d Wi | mi ngt
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popul ation. This | ink between | anguage and r
textual representations of black vulgarity throughout 1898 aggravateeeaigtiag culture
of racism and supplied language thadvwakd white Wilmingtonians to justify their actions
on 10 November.

Democratic papers dominated North Carolina in the 1890s much as Josiah Turner and
his fellow editors had controlled public discourse during the-Kiokden War. The partisan
tactics Democttgc editors adopted played to pegiting racism and helped create a shared
language of racism and aRiepublican feeling during the 1898 campaign. Democratic
rhetoric also influenced early studies of the Wilmington Coup: Historian James Sprunt
adopted@ e mocratic perspective and reproduced tF
his 1916Chronicles of the Cape Feaarguing that the white mob showed remarkable
restraint in not lynching Manly and that the Coup was necessary to restore order from
Repulican chaosSpr unt 6 s account remained | argely uncha
The Negro and Fusion Politics in North Carolina, 18201 Edmonds argued that conservative
actions to deny black political powgetincluding Democratic press campasgand racist cartooés
were manifestations of Democratic anxiety at the prospect of racial eddlity.

Conservative anxiety and partisan rhetoric combined to produce widespread prejudice
against blacks and manipulation of poor whites during the 1898 campéigmelationship

between rhetoric and action was discussed in a 1998 volume edited by David S. Cecelski and

150 See James Sprurhronicles of the Cape Fear River, 166916(Raleigh: Edwards & Broughton Printing

Co., 1916); and Helen G. Edmond$ie Negro and Fusion Politics in North Carolina, 188901 (Chapel Hill:

University of North Carolina Press, 1951). H. Leon Prather further explored the theme of conservative anxiety

in 1984 withWe Have Taken a City: Wilmington Racial Massacre and Coup of 1898 r at her 6 s st udy i
for two reasons. FirsthiWe Have TakenaCigyt r essed t he coupds interrelated ¢
citing rising Wilmington unemployment iaddition to Democratic propaganda as key motivations for the white

mob. Secondly, Prather claimed that the riot was a watershed, arguing that racial violence throughout the
Progressive Era foll owed Wil mingt on bestiveanstaengphlamd of vi ol
in daylight, and against concent Wakaveoraksenacig6th | acks i n
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Timothy B. Tyson and entitleBemocracy Betrayed: The Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 and
ltsLegacy I n AThe Two Faces o bwitDexamineddhe mwai, 0 St erg
racial appeals and economic threats levied against common white voters by Democratic
journalists in 1898. As conservative leaders sensed their place in society threatened,
Kantrowitz argued, Democrats viewed poor whites as ada@gain political power.
Mi chael Honey examined the function of raci a
and the Delusions of White Sup-mascbnizationd ar gui
and hypersexualization of black men in printed meglayed a role in both the leagb to
and memory of 10 November. Memory and rhetor
Wil mington, 0 in which Laura F. Edwards argue
agency by focusing solely on Democratic motigatin explanations of Wilmingtotr?

In this glut of studies concerning Democratic rhetoric, it is easy to forget that
Republican editors in the 1890s were never completely silenced. Editors such as Alexander
Manly served as outnumbered yet outspoken oppsrad the Democratic press, appealing to
readers of both races to recognize the ridic
editorial merely served as the most visible example of a larger historical trend within the
black Republican press. Inilvington as across the South, however, Republican arguments
failed to prevent conservative elements from retaining political control and imposing
physical violence. Richard Abbot examined the failings ofBetnocratic rhetoric across
the South irFor Free Press and Equal Rightsncluding that Republican editors both white
and black typically folded after Reconstruction due to ideological tension within the

Republican party, the fact that many formerly endigweople were illiterate, and the

151 All essays referenced may be found in David S. Cecelski and Timothy B. Tysoi@usgracy Betrayed:
The Wilmington Bce Riot of 1898 and Its Lega@@hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998).
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difficulty of securing financial support from white businessmen. Black editors faced

especially difficult financial challenges, and Henry Lewis Suggs focused on their struggles in

The Black Press in the South, 188%79 This chapter compl ements
work by suggesting that Republican editors in Wilmingtas in the Piedmont during the
Kirk-Holden Wad struggled to disseminate their views due to opposition by the Democratic

presst®?

Democrats used their dominatindn of North
transportation systems to strengthen their appeals to common whites throughout the 1890s.
The Democratic Party assumed the cost of mailing Democratic weeklies, including most
notably the RaleighNews and Observetp at least twentjive thousand indepwlent North
Carolina voters during the summer of 1898. Simmons judged the mailing campaign a success
and subsequently paid p@emocrat presses to print and distribute approximately fifty
thousand broadsides, or supplemental sheets of two to four pagessaugla specific
political i1issue. These Democratic broadsides

language and regularly contained confessions of repentd®egxblicans. Democrats

152 Charles Simmons also furthered discussion of the black press in hi§h@%8rican American Press

Al t hough Si mmonsds anal ysdoameinst ende i a SheeSfticgaghsméldsao ad nor ¢
Pressi s usef ul due to Simmonsdés focus on violence and h
B. Wells of the Memphigree Speech and Headlighfter white city officials defended lynching as a

neessary deterrence against woblkel black rapists in 1892, Wells published an editorial blaming white women

for instigating alleged rapes. Incensed by Well sbds ar
theFr e e S pffeces inlardepisde similar to the burning of the Wilmingt@aily Recordafter Alexander
Manl yds editori al i n RAreegSpeeth ard 8ieadligincident foend is €hartemA. o f t he

Simmons,The African American Press: With Special Reference to Four NeerqpdB271965(Jefferson,
North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 1998);2®@ Other studies referenced include Richard H.
Abbott, For Free Press and Equal Rights: Republican Newspapers in the Reconstructiorf/gbetts:
University of Georgia Pres2004); and Henry Lewis Suggs, etihe Black Press in the South, 188%79
(Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1983).
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distributed more than two million pieces of campaign literatugdl, testifying to
Si mmonsés ability as organizer and t%e | o0ogis
Most often, this literature traveled by faihine of every ten southerners lived in
counties with railroads by 1890, and the Demoaralsvated friendships with rail
companies to facilitate distribution. Wil min
example, conspired with the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad to lower rates for literature
distribution and to hire detectives to spylacks for propaganda matertat.
Control of North Carolinads infrastructur
and publicize mass meetings which extended the reach of political rhetoric. Newspapers
helped the cause by printing logistical details eftieetings and circulating previous
speeches by Democratic leaders expected to attend. In one particularly notable instance, the
Democrats invited Benjamin Tillmé@nSouth Carolina senator and white supremacist who
blamed election violence in hishomesiatae 1900 on Republicans who
necks unde 8 tobpeak atkallids & Edyettéville and Rock SprittgRapers
celebrated the rallies in the following days, allowing Democrats and undecided voters across
the state to engage withtRear t y6s 1 deol ogy. Another mass me
October 1898 achieved particular notoriety after being described locally Bottisboro

Argusand statewide by thealeigh News & Observethe Raleigh Morning Posthe New

153 For discussion of paper and broadside distribution, see chapter 3 of 1898 Wilmington Riot Commission,

Wilmington Race Riot Repo#yailable at http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/1888rc/report/Chapter3A.pdf; Mary

Evelyn Underwood, AThe Struggle for White Supremacy i
Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1943), 7.

154 Railroad statisticsin R. ScottuHf f ard Jr ., Al nfected Rails: Thgel |l ow Fev
Journal of Southern History9, no. 1 (February 2013:0; Rountree, fAMemorandum of m
Recol |l ection of the Election of 1898, 0 4

155 Fayetteville Observen 3, 20 October 1898Speech of Senator Benjamin R. Tillman, March 23, 1900," in
Richard Purday, edQocument Sets for the South in U. S. His{dsxington, MA.: D.C. Heath and Company,
1991), 147.
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Bern Journaland thewinston JournalThe Goldsboro rally serves as an excellent example
of the |l ogistics of Nort h o®anaarize attendasice,1 8 90s L
railroads such as the Southern and the Atlantic Coast Lines ran special routes from
Greensboro and decased rates by fifty perceiif.

Throughout the months leading to the election of 8 November and the violence of 10
November 1898, Democratic papers utilized their logistical advantage to attack the Fusionist

incumbents with reprinted political speeche®adsides, cartoons, and open letters from

di sgruntl ed Republicans. By emphasizing fneg
Fusionistsd mi smanagement of state funds, an
black men, Democratic editorsdasdcs e d bl acks 6 nomi nal gains in

a constant threat to every white male voter
papers that summer, 06 a Democratic | eader | at
ser vi{ictee.ccanpai gnds success was obvious in Demo
effect on the common white mind was made evident two days later when two thousand men
watched thdRecordoffice burn in the name of a single printed page.

To North Car olvanguard smanipe whom weeset€©donéederates,
few images held more rhetorical force than that of white southerners subjugated to black
political rule. Editors understood this, usi
on state government asdike and under concentrated attack. According to the 1898
narrative, white Fusionists had been duped by a black conspiracy: using the combined

Republican and Populist vote to remove Democrats from power, the black populace would

16 H, Leon Prather, SrResurgent Politics and Educational ProgressivisrthnNew SouttRutherford:
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 197959.
B'Rountree, fAMemorandum of my Personal Recollection o
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somehow wrest political posv from their white allies and rule North Carolina along race
| i nes. Political reality did not reflect the
so rhetoric was used to amplify what little power blacks possessed to threating levels. After
comphining on 24 October of five black magistrates and two black postmasters in Columbus
County, a prominent Durham County Democrat exaggerated the racial politics involved,
arguing that these appointments indicated an
Populist fusion administrationo wished to fis
In a drastic reversal of Sambo and Zip Coon stereotypes, Democrats in 1898 cast
bl ack politicians as powerful, wunified oppon
Repb |l i cans and Fusionists playidagThertthehnes
the negroes pl ay NewesandObservavduedthes poinowitrea.ld T h e

October cartoon in which white politicians stood in the palm of a gigantic blackdizove

the slogan, fl Make THYfigurellance Or | Crush Th

3., S. Carr to Van Sparrow, 24 October 1898, AThe 1| s:
Collection, Wilson Library, Wiversityof North Carolina, Chapel Hill

i1 Make Them Dance or | Crush Th eWimniogton RacelR®HO 8 Wi | mi n
Report http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/189&rrc/report/Chapter3A.pdf.
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Figure 1: #Al Make Th eMewdRaObsemwerl® Octdber@898YESU Librarsn, 0
Civil War Era NC,accessed 29 April 2015, http://history.ncsu.edu/projects/cwnalistmw/553.

How an inexperienced minority population could legitimately gain control was
irrelevand mor e I mportant was white fear that HAThe
factions continued to squabBf€. The theme of black oppression continuethvei cartoon of
13Augustvhi ch featured a black shoe crushing a |
The cartoonbdés political message, |l egible to

How ®t(figmrg2). Wi | | This Last?0

1

the titl e:

Figure 2: fAA Serious Qu e sNewx&Obseed 3vAugusti8P8, UNClLibrariedhi s L as
The 1898 Election in North Carolinaccessed 29 April 2015,
http://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/exhibits/show/1898/item/2178.

If the Fusionists won ilNovember, Democratic papers moaned, black Republicans

woul d overthrow the fAslight vestigeo of whit
sovereign negro state. o0 Continuing the polit
¥ANegro SApaematyWhite Supremacy in North Carolina,o

Carolina Collection, Wilson Libraryniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

BH A Seri owWHo@u eotnigo Wi | | NeWshandsObseraet3tAlgaist 1898, in 1898
Wilmington Riot Commissionyilmington Race Riot Repoftttp://www.history.ncdcr.gov/1898
wrrc/report/Chapter3A.pdf.
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Republicanism would attrabtack immigrants from across the South. One broadside

legitimated this claim with an anonymous quote from South Carolina and Virginia blacks to

the editor: Alf North Carolina goes Republic

there. Theneghas more rights tHRere than anywhere e
Democratic papers often explicitly addressed warnings of black colonization to white

readers in western North Caroliha region far removed from black political presence yet

home to t he c origtpopulatioh. Denogatsaightty ddentifibdomMestern

Populists, many of whom were selterate farmers, as the key to the 1898 election and

couched political headlines and economic articles in language directly relevant to life on

North Carolinafarms.Gn Republ i candés corruption was cal ¢

rather than in dollars and cents, transforming Fusionist ineptitude into a legible cost for

Populist reader¥3 Democrats also projected into the future for their western readers, asking

Popuists to consider a future in which blacks held as much power in the mountains as they

reportedly wielded in the east. If Populists continued to support the black Party, Democrats

argued, black policemen would soon roam mountain streets, and mountaerdeachld

soon fAisee a col or e d?®Denweratioeditors stréngtnened thedri r s ¢ h o

appeals by quoting western community leaders whenever pd@ssilifeverend Stringfield

of Kingds Mountain stated t hathttocdnteéothpat ri ot i

rescue of their brethren in the East at the

A

the western yeoman as North Carolinads cul tu

%2 Negro Supremacy Against White Supremacy in North C.
Carolina Collectio, Wilson Library,Universityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

3aDr. Thomson Says, o0 1898 Democratic br teiversithole, Nor t |
North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

¥iNegro Supremacy AgainstoMWhnaeoSupo9@& mBemocmnmaNioctihr €:
Carolina Collection, Wilson LibraryJniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
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making Democratic expectations of Populist readers&lednite men, regardless of place,
were to identify with their race, to vote, and to vote Democt&tic.

Capitalizing on Populist discontent, Democratic leadership supported their political
attacks by publishing reports of Fusionist mismanagement of state faritie typical
economic attack, editors chose statistics which contrasted irresponsible Fusion management
and greed with a halcyon era of Democratic rule in the early 1890s. In an open letter of late
October, for example, increases in state budget e®gamnere compared for spans from 1891
to 1893 and from 1895 to 1897, revealing an increase of $2,499,444 under the Democrats
compared to $2,713,383 under the FusiorifSts.

While arguments regarding the state operating budget as a whole were common, the
Denocratic press devoted some of its most pointed economic rhetoric to attacks against the
Board of Agriculture and western penitentiary systems, indicating that Populists were once
again the primary target audience. Fusionist management of funds was dessrdpieninal,
as the Democrats claimed the Board of Agriculture spent an average of $6,172 more annually
than had the previous leadership while raising expenditures on the state penitentiary system
by $9,644 in 1897 aloné’

In addition to criticizing Fusnist accounting, Democratic economic rhetoric

presented North Carolina as an isolated, primitive state due-8p8&black political

185 |bid. The tone of Populist papers throughout 1897 and 1898 suggests that Democratic appeals found

sympathetic readers among thegstern target audience. TReogressive Farmerthe most important Populist

paper in the state throughout the 1890s, reflected profound disgust with the perceived apathy of Fusionist

| awmakers on 23 February 1lauStéefs,gd wr iwtoirtkg or filget htolme . @i e
Caucasiarwvas even more pointed on 27 February 1897, stati
damnabl e disgrace to the state. o

%3, S. Carr to Van Sparrow, 24 October In898, AThe 1| s:
Collection, Wilson LibraryUniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hil| 14.

¥ADr. Thomson Says, 0 1898 Democratic br teiversityole, Nor t |
North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
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invol vement. Josephus Daniels moaned that Fu
wordo for corrhmpaadani,dandomamloaihemed t hat dall
hol ding up North Carolina as a horrible exan
prevented from |l ocating in our midst. o Danie
allegedly written lp disgusted northern visitors, including one capitalist who regretted the
fate of Wil mington, fAa fine country, with th
through the baleful influences of a race that few white men and no white women can
trug %%

If political and economic rhetoric appealed to the minds and livelihoods of Democrats
and Populists in 1898, Ddthavaf sexuasl sndgedydasta d r het
more visceral, more fundamental, more sinister net. Following theiptanreeting of
Simmons, Aycock, and Daniels at the Chatawka hotel, stories of rapes of white women by
black men began appearing in Democratic newspapers across the state. As with claims of
Ainegro domination, 0 cl ai ms ff fabndatddedstp Baseald s e x
on the annual reports of the North Carolina Attor@aneral, historian Glenda Gilmore has
concluded that no appreciable increase in reported sexual assaults occurred from 1897 to
19001¢°

Accuracy hardly mattered, though. Buildagh t hei r ear |l i er <c¢cl ai ms
and economic emasculation, Democratic papers used sexual imagery to argue that Fusionist

victory would remove t he \Wlhheabdtytom@mrolandf i nal r

168 Speech by Josephus Daniels of traidhal Democratic Executive Committee, Lemon Springs, Moore

County, 1 October 1898, North Carolina Collection, Wilson Librahyiversity of North Carolinaat Chapel

Hill; J. S. Carr to Van Sparrow, 24 Oct otih@arolind 898, MAThe
Collection, Wilson LibraryUniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill 10.

189 Glenda E. GilmoreGender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in North Carolina,
18961920(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, $)98289.
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protect his f a&emWhitywes andhdaughtecsavere viulpoedable to rape
while their men worked, and black labor would force white workers out of the workplace.
The papers lambasted a Fusionist inheritance tax which they claimed would leave widows
and orphans destitute,fob ng t he f at her 6s ability to provi
Finally, Democrats cl ai med that Republicans
corpses to medical students for dissection without family appt&Bi presenting the
Fusionistgovernmentasa regimewhich disrespected the sanctity of human life, Democratic
papers sought to motivate white men throughddaar of subjugation and violation at the
hands of an inferior race.

Democratsd sexual ar gume npoimtedwisualehetaric c 0o mp a n
of the 1898 campaign. To enforce the threat of black sexuality to white families, cartoons
depicted white women harassed or seduced in public by caricaturizeddbtaokexample
from | ate October, entitbdbesshdwWhg dmeuWho measr

woman accosted by monkégced black men at a post office (figure 3).

1 Five Lessons for North Carolina Voters, o 1898, De mi
Library, Universityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
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WHY THE WHITES
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McKintey has Filled the Pustoffices With Negro Postmiasters and in Some In-
gtarices Ladies do not Find it Agreeable to 'Call for Theitr Mail.

Figure 3: A Why T hNews\&aObseerer28 Aatober 1888; UNE dibrayiethe 1898
Election in North Carolinaaccessed 29 April 2018itp://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/items/show/2240.

Democratic representation of black sexuality in 1898 was always less about specific
events than an ambiguous, omnipresent sense of dread, and this ambiguity is seen in the
regular portrayal of the black sexulteat in norhuman image$’! One cartoon described
North Carolina womanhoodés fappeals to the ©b
man whose arm, clutching a ballot

, extends a

on the horizon (figure 4).

171 Ashraf Rushdy has argued that this ambiguous definition of black sexuality was a central feature of the
Alynching for rape discourseod which permeated the Solt
individual perpetrators lost a measure of ohieal power after the offender was killed. See chapter four, and

especially pages 995, of RushdyAmerican Lynching
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NORTH CAROLINA'S WOMANHOOD APPEALS TO THE BALLOT FO* PROTECTION

Figure 4: ANorth Carolinads WomanHNews&Obseppreal s To
image reproduced at http://www.prisource.com/Projects/SHEN/20101001Submissionlllustrations/, accessed 30
March 2016.

In a more explicitly sexual example, tNews and Observean a picture of a
vampire with a stylized black face and grote
the black vampireés claws to both sides of t
and western North Carolina, wagroup of fashionalgtdressed white¥’?

Newspapers inserted gendered language into theirapmnstories as well, forcing
the imperative to protect white womanhood upon any readers who were paying attention.

White men were not mer e obsestateWhhte but t he n

indignation was not a passing temper, but a
2The referenced cartoon appears in fAiNegro Supremacy .
Democratic broadside, North Carddi Collection, Wilson Libraryniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

Unfortunately, the image has not yet been Ndwsgi ti zed;

and Observer27 September 1898, reproduced in chapter 3 of 1898 WilmimjmrCommissionWilmington
Race Riot Repagrtaavailable at http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/18@8rc/report/Chapter3A.pdf.
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and which was #flihsuahsa sexutlized tlitmage, thersimple act of voting

was equated with defending the race, and the fair sexiseasas the passive logo of the

Democratic ballot. Again, theews and Observerrovides a useful example: on the morning

of election day, a simple cartoon ran which featured a white woman and a ballot box, the

lady staring directly at the reader and agkin iHave you voted he Whi't

(figure 5).

———r S
—_—— === =

Good Morning! Have you voted the, Whité®Man’s Ticket ?.

Figure 5: iGood Morning! Ha v éNews and Obsente®eNbvemnderel89%/hi t e Ma
UNC Libraries,The 1898 Election in North Carolinaccessed 29 April 2015,
http://exhibits.libunc.edu/items/show/2248.

3 Wilmington Messenget, November 1898; Gilmore, AThe Flight of t
A Good Morning! Have you v dewsdndOlserved\Novemeer 1BB8n 6s Ti ck e
reproduced in chapter 3 of 1898 Wilmington Riot Commissigittnington Race Riot Reposdyailable at
http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/189@rrc/report/Chapter3A.pdf
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Some women supplemented their passive roles as rhetorical objects with political
action of their own. White women appeared at Democratic rallies, either addressing the
crowd or standing by the speaker to provide an example plility at stake in the white
manodos fight. Wi ves participated in the campa
postmaster wrote to his local paper that he had changed parties after his wife asked if he
woul d vote flagainsts.leWhotit eaghienptr eseneagi g
white women as symbols or objects rather than actors, white Wilmingtonian women
physically imposed on black women in public spaces, with at least one street fight being
reported in the weeks leading to the elactiin the moments before the violence on 10
November, white women combined their rhetorical and physical roles by waving the mob on
from Wil mingt®nodés balconies.

Neither were female Democrats the only women who participated in the 1898
campaign. Rathehtan accepting the pressodés attacks wup
Wilmington formed their own Republican organization to encourage black men to vote.
Details of the movement are frustratingly few, but it is clear that the women involved
recognizedboth hei r ability to shape the election a
behavior: the group published a statement irDthidy Recordsupporting its embattled
editor, organized voter registration drives, and threatened to punish any black men who

sccumbed to Democratic pressu¥e fAin a way th

™“Postmaster quote from fiNegro Supremacy Against Whit
broadside, North Carolina Collection, Wilson Libradniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill Fight

between a group of white women and one black amneported ifRaleigh News and Observé September

1898; Gilmore, AThe-8BI; i gMatvi ;mfg twhhenelnn detswcy ,idb e&8l2 i n Mr .
of the Organizational Meeting of the Association of Members of the Wilmington Light Infartoynana,

Wrightsville Beach, 14 December 1905, North Carolina Collection, Wilson Libchriyersity of North

Carolinaat Chapel Hill

176 Quote inDaily Recordstatement reprinted iRaleigh News and Observ@2 October 18985i | mor e, @A The
Flightofthelt ubus, 0 83.
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Very |ittle was pl easant ofatrendbaStshonmnbygt on 6 s
the firestorm of press controversy which surrounded Alexander Manly, the former painter
and futurerefgee who served as t he eDaltRecordasmad owner
black businessman and a journalist, Manly occupied a conspicuously public position at the
intersection of Wi I mingtonbés racial, economi
conspicuously public price.

On 18 August 1898, Manly published an editorial in which he directly replied to an
incendiary speech delivered by Rebecca Felton at an Agricultural Society meeting in
Georgia. Feltonbds speech waosc ifssouphermreligiangm of w
justice, and manhood were not sufficient to
thousand timéManfyneespendgdoin strong ter ms
generalizations by writing that many allegedespvere in fact consensual unions and that
bl ack men were often Asufficiently attractiyv
in love with them. o In a final racial jab, N
women, warning thatifwht es fis d&w htehd aseedt wi 8 come in

Sensationalistic press campaigns rely on provocative headlines, and the tone and
timing of Manlyds editorial provided such a
Carolina from August to Noveler 1898. In an atmosphere of sexualharged cartoons and
public rallies, Manl yds accusation of mor al
assault on the race as a whole, providing bo

press campaign arille trigger for the violence of 10 November. Democrats across the state

177 Felton speech reproduced in Larae UmfléeBay of Blood: The 1898 Wilmington Race RRaleigh:
North Carolina Office of Archives and History, 2009), 20.

Manl yos editor i al DailyRecord,li8 Auglst 1898, peprbdudémsChesritt,Then
Marrow of Tradition,ed. Sollors, 25257.
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denounced Manly as predatory, and even moderate blacks distanced themselves from the

editor. The Democrati@/ilmington Journat e pr i nt ed porti ons of Manl

its first appearance, with 300,000 copies of the editorial printed for special statewide

di stribution. Papers across the nation ackno

ended: the\tlanta Constitutiorwr ot e t hat fAit was dIriomae awitt h h

Atremendously effectived results, and anothe

a justification, but 2% Pghagsdhe clgaresoDemacmtici on, t o

response to Manl yods e dNetvso&Observerore3gNpverabere d i n t h

1898, when Democratic state chairman Furnifold Simmons published an editorial detailing

his partyds opinions on the editorialds moti

aggressiveness which his sudden elevationtopoerhaengender ed i n the ne

wrote, fna | eader and representative of that

virtue of our pure white womanhood. o6 Si mmons

solidified white supremacy as the parambigsue in the campaign, arousing white anger

which fAswept |ike ¥ tornado over the State. 0
It would be a mistake to assume that Republicans did not attempt to answer

Democratic attacks throughout 1898. Similarly to the Republican prdss mdnths before

the Kirk-Holden War, Republican and Populist editors in 1898 repeatedly drew attention to

the bias of Democratso6é6 political, economi c,

racial hypocrisy and urging readers to vote with theirdsiand morals rather than by race.

9 For a biographical sketch of Manly and discussion of the popular reaction to his editorial, see\Reather,

Have TakenaCityp88 0; For an anal ysi s of tRkéaedi tCor iGhladc ypolAiT
Wil mington Riot of November 1UnjversitydfN8rth CaralinagpCGhépkli s hed r e
Hill; Multiple Abilities Program, New Hanover County Public Library; Final quot®irnlook,19 November

1898; For citations of MaAtldntg Gopstitationll Novemberi 1898;MNewt i o n a | p ¢
York Evening Journal, 10 November 1898; &@altimore Sun12 November 1898.

180 Raleigh News & ObserveB November 1898.
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The fallacy of fAnegro dominationo drew the n
officeholder statistics used by Democrats often recycled to show the small degree of actual
political p ower eibreotieden &sghodl tcommitkes in all Ndrth @arolina
the majority of whose members are negroes, O
have negro rufe! Great Caesar! o

Republicans also highlighted Deaocratso r
testimonies of public interracial cooperation. One Republican pamphlet claimed that Douglas
Williams, a black public notary in Warren County, had been recommended for appointment
by a white Democratic state legislator in 1887. After Williams begadtutiss as notary, he
apparently dAprivately examined, separate and
white daughter of North Carolinab6s Lieutenan
object to his wifebs prleadiagthe Republecaniauth@rtta on by
mock 1898 attacks on bl aclkxd tpuwnlgl.i d Themp estt @n
and swallow a camel, o0 the pamphtPet read. #aO!

The example of Douglas Williams provides in bfigdim the core arguments of the
Republican press in 1898. Firstly, Republican and Populist papers claimed that Democratic
politicians shifted their viewpoints on acceptable racial roles due to the political situation
rather than to genuine personal bele condl y, as evidenced by Wi
notary, Republicans showed that some blacks in public office enjoyed Democratic support
prior to the 1898 campaign. Finally, Republicans emphasized that racial tensions, and any

threat of sustained black powevere less intense away from the North Carolina coast.

181 The Progressie Farmer,8 November 1898.

®awhite Man, Read! Douglas Williams, Negro, Takes th
Lady, o0 1898 Republican pamphl et , UlWersityohNoth&araihaatna Col | €
Chapel Hill
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Regardless of the | ogic behind such appea
power limited the impact dhe Republican and PopulistessageThe North Carolinian
Republican press had bedecline since the withdrawal of Federal printing contracts at the
end of Congressional Reconstruction, and whi
opposition papers caused major financial difficulties for editors across the state. As the
incumbent gvernment, the Fusionists also faced the difficult task of protecting the
democratic process while avoiding accusations of voter intimidation from their more vocal

opponents. While the presence of state militia at polling places raised cries of voter

intmi dati on and fraud, one Populist paper scovV
there are no troopséand bloodshed occurs, th
fusionists are to blame for the I8¥ss of 1ife

What are we to think, then, of the papers

1898? What can the campaign teach of wus of t
racial conflict? On a surface level, Democratic rhetoric was effective due to tickgis

situation which enabled Democratic printers to reach far more readers than their opponents.

On the | evel of rhetoric itself, however, tw
Firstly, Democratic propaganda succeeded due to use ofsg@ddoche its ability to

subsume individual identity within an entire race. An attack on a single white woman

constituted an attack on whiteness as a whole; embezzlemem Isgiwator condemned an

entire @rty as criminals; the displacement of one whiteker by a black man signified

impending black rule. Additionally, papers typically described sexual atrocities in vague

language and as having occurred at locations distant enough from their readers to avoid panic

183 TheProgressive Farmei8 November 1898.
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yet near enough to create worry. Papegailarly reported rapes or black militants as being in
the next town or county, but rarely in the same town or on the opposite side of the state. This
geographical control over propagaddthis rhetorical proximitg helps explain why the

Manly editorial, as specific example set in Wilmington itself, yielded a drastic response.

The location of the violence on 10 November was not coincidental. Although
Democratic propaganda throughout the 1890s described North Carolina as overrun by black
vampires ad Fusionist frauds, Wilmington was perhaps the only city in North Carolina
where this racial fantasy correlated to a demographic reality. In 1890, the final census taken
before the ricinduced exodus recorded 20,055 inhabitants, 11,324 of whom were black.

Black businesses were common on Wilmington streets, and the degree of black involvement

in city government | ed one historian to writ
occupied such a central plac®% in a cityobs po
The public roles of Wi I mingtonian bl acks

businessmen and laborers across race lines. Democrats recognized this fact, preying in 1898

on rivalries which stretched from sldves ear |l vy
were renowned for their relative professional freedom throughout the antebellum era, often
ignoring state |l aw to form contracts and und
knowledge. White merchants from forty businesses responded by formiag they 6 s f i r st
Chamber of Commerce in 185% Tempers spilled over in 1857, when a white mob

destroyed a building being constructed by bl

184 Census data from US Federal Census for 1890 reproduced in Pvd¢helave Taken a Citg]1; quote in
ibid., 2223.

18 Alan D. WatsonWilmington: Port of North CarolingColumbia: University of South Carolina Pre$892),
70.
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similar course would be pursued, in all cases against all buildinge@t®chegro
contractors®or carpenters. o

Regardl ess of Wil mi nafflteatiblack popukatioy the 18908l r e | a
were years of sustained racial tension. Newspaper readers across North Carolina realized in

1898 that racial and political pass®in the city were especially higithe Democrats

printed a |letter from Wi | mingtonds Republica
a greater feeling of unrestéthan | have ever
thataraceconflidt s i mmi nent . 0 An anonymous |l etter fr
the morning of the election that Al consi der

di fferent from the [Democratic gang who are
If the increasing militaay of Wi | mi ngton6s racial situa

black leaders after the Manly firestorm, the morning of 1 October 1898 removed all doubt.

On that morning, according to an enthusiastic report iMti@ington Morning Starhlack

community leades were invited to the riverbank for a private demonstration of the

Wi | mi ngt on Li g h tpurdhasédalttmachivesgtiivhile the tlatky

audienceod6s opinions of the gun are unknown,

the demonstradi n 6 s & mereidaygearlier, in a broadside published on 27 September, a

handwritten letter from Wilmingtonian blacks to a Greensboro hardware company was

reproduced beneath the headline, AW | mington

printing stories balleged black armament in Wilmington, the Democratic press helped

186 Wilmington Journal31 July, 7 August 1857, quote reproduced in Alan D. Watdtimington, North

Carolina, to 186(QJefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2003) 138.

¥ACan any Reasonabl e Man Longer DG¢ardirnaCdlectio® WilsonDe mocr a:
Library, Universityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hilt The Progressive Farme8, November 1898.

18 Wilmington Morning Star] October 1898.
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legitimize the presence of firearms and the potential use of force by whites in questions of
racel®

In addition to serving as a tool of intimidation for local Democrats, the press
weakemed Governor Russell 6s credibility in the
stories emphasizing his abandonment of local whites and his inability to protect local blacks.
In an instance of cruel foreshadowing, @learlotte Daily Observewroteon 5 November
that Russell 6s recent trip to the coast was
what he went for he WewshndOEsensmartoonof®® out al i v
September entitled AThe Soenturedea mniature black Go v er n
man climbing Russell 6s s houlTaeclinaoofthihi sper i
campaign came on the eve of the election, when Wilmington papers printed a circular which
Russell had written tcksthe dimakées nol aodl =.ct Ur
[ Democrats] or to their Co-detetmynedtnaturekobthe, 6 Rus s
el ection by warning his followers to fAinot de
and busi'ftessmen. o

The fimer dhusnthesasmkeno referenced were twerl
by George Rountree who financed the 1898 press campaign in New Hanover County. In
addition to paying for papers, these Democratic leaders negotiated with local Republicans for
a transfer of powemnireturn for civil order on election day. Newspaper tales of interracial

tensio® white women attacked by blacks, black citizens arming, white passions barely

®ANegro Supremacy Against White SupremacNorthi n North C.
Carolina Collection, Wilson Libraryniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

WAThe Source of the Governoro6s I nspirationo reproduc
Wilmington Race Riot Reporvailable ahttp://www.history.ncdcr.gov/1898@irrc/report/Chapter3A.pdf.

191 Charlotte Daily Observed November 1898; J. Allen Kirk, HAA Stater
Riot in Wi I mington, North Carolina of,uhpuobtishedessaly, t 0 EV €
New Hanover County Public Library, 3.
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restrained enhanced the bargaining power of the Democratic professionals, as Republican
leaders cane to fear the possibility of pestection violence. In the face of these fears,
Republicans conceded local defeat in a doomed attempt to preserve peace: Russell agreed to
allow Democratic candidates to run unopposed in New Hanover clawatyraces. Ths,
whil e Republicans did not participate direct
rhetoric and willingness to negotiate emboldened New Hanover white supremacists and
created a situation in which Democratic dominance was assured at the dawottthe city,
l evel . Wil mingtonds Fusion government was to
voters were ordered by their friends throughout 1898 to watch the tidé¥rise.

Although Wilmington was a racialgharged city withoutthp r e s s 6s 1 nput ,
newspapers continued to forecast black aggression and white retaliation in the weeks before
the waves broke on 10 November. At the center of this campaign, valued by both races as
tools for social net wor kchasginashal ofcamialt r ol , wer
solidarity, the Wilmingtorbased Interdeominational Ministerial Unioweclared its support
for Manly before the election and encouraged all black congregants to subscribBadythe
Recordto help the paper recover from lost advertising. The thoroughlie Wilmington
Messengec r i t i ci zed this move, warning | MU minis
nonr esi dence e enforced. o

Papers of both parties continued their appealstotheg y 6 s f ai t hf ul t hr o
week. Sensing an opportunity to spur voters on with religious fervor in addition to
socioeconomic and sexual rhetoric, YWémington Daily Messengedvised white pastors to

preach on Isaiah 17:14 and Jeremiah 25:35 eistinday before the election, and a majority

2Kirk, AA Statement of Facts Concerning the Bloody Ri
1931pid., 2.
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of ministers complied. These verses speak of robbery by night and innocents trapped without
hope of escafe powerful emotional appeals to white congregatidears of racial

uprising®*While some ministers preled, other whites traveled between black churches

and interviewed black ministers about the content of their sermons. Although no violence

was reported on that Sabbath morning, the events of 10 November suggest both that
Christians took up the sword anchith at | east a few white rioter
of black churches with black militancy to heart: rioters pointed cannons at black church doors
during the violence, and one bl ack pastor re

gunstoki Negr o Chr i s indhe sressamdin tiseipulpit,é sesmed that

Wil mingtonds soul was on the ballot.
Except, on the municipal l evel , nothing w
to black voters on 7 November made clear, meith Wi | mi ngt onds Republic

aldermen were eligible for election. This fact led to a relatively smooth election on 8

November. Although voter intimidation and fraud seems likely from available votedtotals

with thirty white and 313 black regit er ed voters 1 n the fifth pr
ward, the results listed an incredible 456 Democratic and 151 Republicad totes was

no widespread violence during the election itself. Democratic congressional and state

senatorial candidatesomm of fi ce, bl ack voters | argely fol

return immediately home, and approximately five hundred Democrats held diteictory

194King James translations of the referenced verses read as follows:
- Isaiah 17:14 A A n d oldbaeelweningtide trouble; and before the morning he is not. This is the
portion of them that spoil us, and the | ot of t
- Jeremiah2535AAnd the shepherds shall have no way to
escape. 0
¥Kir kSt ditAement of Facts Concerning the -2BlI0oody Riot ir
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parade through the city streé?§ And yet, although the Democratic Party had succeeded in
its gatewide campaign, the violence which erupted two days later shows that the electoral
victory was hollow to Wil mingtonds agitators
now required, and it was required of all respectable white men.

If Democrats siod victorious after elections in the first week of November, why did
the relative peace of election day devolve into chaos? What so inflamed the white community
that citizens of a city with a acial governmenini ght dr aft a #fAWhite Dec
Indepemdenced and gun down it $%Qneemgaio,itheangwerns i n
involves the press. After months of reading editorials on the imminent threat of black control
and viewing provocative visuals of black men as sexualized vampire, Wilmingtohites
were unwilling to accept that Wil mingtonds F
were beyond the reach of the ballot. Manlyos
in a swell built orpre-existingtensions and aggravated by rspapers. Democratic editorials
and cartoons did not create white racism, bu
especially its sexual accusations, had been
accept anything less than a drastic, immtediand permanent change. The white leaders of
10 November knew that their homes and businesses were secure, and they did not care. The
violence was about not safety, but domingncen t he words of one hi st

their hd°®hor back. o

196 \/ote totals found in 1898 Wilmington Riot Commissidiimington Race Riot Repot10; J. Allen Kirk,

AA Statement of Facts ConcelNorhgp €CheoBlioadyp RioKainth o\
Faces of OOGGmi nati on, 0

¥"The AWhite Declaration of | ndepemallelneedk 0i Garsmiat tdeoec uarf
TwentyFi wead group of Wil mingtonbés | eading wlhdaticdkowmen. Wad
meeting on the night of 9 November. The Declaration gave African American leaders 12 hours to expel Manly
from the city. Manly had in fact already fled, but ttF
Waddell for unknown reasons. fFmore information, see note 229.

¥Gil more, AThe Flight of the Incubus, o 84.
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If Wilmin gtonian whites considered themselves dishonored in November 1898, this
self-identification reveals a crucial goal of the Democratic press campaign. Rather than
acknowledging the social and racial complexity of gestonstruction North Carolina,
papers rotinely reduced every argument, whether political, economic, or racial, to a raorally
charged binary. Republican fraud, Democratic good management; black rapist, white saint;

Fusion ineptitude, Democratic experience; black anger, white padielasephus Daals

and his fellow editors understood that political revival depended on distancing white voters

from their black peers regardless of shared class or faith, and they classified any violence

which moved society closer to the white side of the divide asTustpapers wanted

Wil mingtonds white men to identify with race
identityd as thewilmington Messengavarned white man and Fusionist politician B. F.

Keith on 7 September, At hertee imemomd&hy dudtl een og.r
According to white eyewitnesses, the Wilmington riot came as a shock. United States
Army officer Hugh McRae, whose name now ador

public parks, was lodging at a hotel near the river and latenethto be completely

surprised by men shouting of street violence on the morning 10 November. McRae recovered
guickly from his surprise, however, grabbing
gun and about seventy five pounds of riot cartridgestao pistols and a bowie knife or

t wo. 0 Tot i ng -padkedsarmary thd reluctant lgadep McRae led a group of

men first to form a fAskirmish |ineo and | ate

who was ordered to flee for hisliflee f or e being shot down by ndat

99Wilmington Messenge?, Sept ember 1898; Kantowitz, fAThe Two Face
this argument, of course, is that white racial unity broke down in favdas$based labor disputes after the
Democrats assumed control of the city.
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descr i’PWhiolns .tohe violence of McRaed6s story i
context of the Wil mington r idahdthe 8¢toastof di st i ng
dozens of other white @m whose testimonies have survigiegre the specific ways in which
they correspond to racial responses justified and encouraged by the Democratic press during
the preceding months.

White Wil mingtoniansd6 responsesningof t he pr
9 November. On that morning, in the same issue which declared Democratic victory at the
polls, theWilmington Messengeran an advertisement wunder the
WHI TE MEN, 06 announcing that a towh meeting W
attendance is desired, o the paper excl ai med,
Supremacy wil® be transacted. 0

The basic events of the white town meeting of 9 November arekn@in: a
maj ori ty of #clase ant mrofessisal wiiteethdppeared in the crowd; the
crowd cl ai med Democratsd statewide victory a
Wilmington; a committee of twentffve led by Alfred M. Waddell was appointed to
represent white interestse ahdCohosedrGupi z 8
list of ultimatums requiring Manly to leave the city in twelve hours and Mayor Wright to

resign?°? The Evening Dispatclhater published an account of the meeting which praised the

200 Minutes of the Organizational Meeting of the Association of Members of the Wilmington Light Infantry at

Lumina, Wrightsville Beach, 14 December 1905, North Carolina CollectidispWLibrary, University of

North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

201 Wilmington Messenge®, November 1898.

2Kirk, AA Statement of Facts Concerning;thHedeBll oddy tR
Loose, 0 in chapter 5 mission\M8iiggtoMRatemRiotrRgporyailableatot Com

www. history.ncdcr.gov/1898vrrc/report/report.htm.
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whitesd restraint b Whavebeen lymhedigany dihertsoutdam | v wo u
city.203

Nonetheless, this illusory patience was at its end. The committee of tfienty
drafted a fiWhite Declaration of I ndependence
opinion. The Declaration contained sevgeparate proclamations, and each of these sections
reflected the political, economic, or sexual arguments disseminated in Democratic papers.
Politically, the city was fAruled by negroes?o
Republican policies ofraploying blacks, which had caused business to stagnate and
Aprogress to be out of the question, o6 shoul d
protect their families from blacks such as t
ended with dinal threat against the Republican préee committee demanded that the
Daily Recordcease publishing and ordered that its printing press be shipped from the city.
This demand revealed Democratic opinion on the importance of print coverage and resulted
in removal of opposing political voiceBehe presso6s call for raci al
literal muting of the public blac&rganand the promise of violence if that voice continued.
When a messenger misplaced t heov@be,6s respons
reportedly leaving the paper in a mailbox instead of delivering the message in person, the
Decl arationdés promise of force was realized
destruction of th&ecord,and the outbreak of violence along Forth &tanett Streets and

throughout the black neighborhood of BrookRf.

203Evening Dispatchl 1 November 1898; Kirk, AA Statement of Fact
Wi |l mi ngton, Ndrth Carolina, o 3

204Copy of OWhiamr ®dfecllmdapendenceo available in chapter
Wilmington Race Riot Repodt http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/1898rrc/report/Chapter4.pdf.
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As in the case -patkedHiotgum, thielcaRati\ve 0fd0 November
contains traces of personal interacéioconversations between white patrols and black
citizens, victims hiding in cemeteries and swamps, cannons pointed at cBuvdtiel
reveal the Democratic pressos impact upon in
the riot. Such encounters are few in the historical record, but they are numenagis #no
suggest that whitesdé individual identi ties h
papersod6 rhetoric. Uni ted States Army Col onel
white mob as it gathered to march on raly Record but, takingh e pr essod6s posi ti
racial violence was necessary to cleanse Wil
Aunscrupul ous white men, o0 Taylor instead did
time and my duty would have 6geinl toi di sbtango
dow#> o

The mob did go down, however, venting their frustration orRébeordand drawing
a confused and angered group of Dblack worker

When this group asked Georgeh&buhbaveewefiwbate

face of the Wil mington Light I nfantryoés mach
Rountree realized in a jolt that no cri me bu
wrote, because fitheygpdnrndd doaseonicoathi omg. of Tihlea

militancy reaped direct results hours later when a group of Naval Reserves searched
Wil mingtonds black churches for gunmen after

guns the failure of Wilmingtonian black® arm themselves had in fact been well

25Col onel Wal ker Taylords testi mony, ssiiatiomdf Mesnbeosf t he O
of the Wilmington Light Infantry at Lumina, Wrightsville Beach, 14 December 1905, North Carolina
Collection, Wilson LibraryUniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
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reported but the troops did find a stockpile of
Republican campaign literature which filled the abandoned péws.

Mere blocks from the empty churches and convinced bygatirape accusations that
Wil mingtonds streets were fAnot safe for a | a
sentries who strygearched blacks suspected of carrying weapons in the days after the riot. In
a clear valuation of race over gendeedh sentries searched black women in broad daylight.

Although Maunder later justified his actions as a service to white womanhood, his account

reflects the mor al ambiguities created by pa
woman suspected ofhign a r azor i n her stockings offere
Maunder | et her pass, refusing to se@drch her

In each of these individual examples, the political, economic, and sexual rhetoric of
Democratic papsrbecame tangible through the motivation and warped worldview it

provided Wilmingtonian whites. While the individual black victims of 10 November were

innocent, the raceds guilt, established by t
the riot on.
The pressodéds rhetoric thus instigated vi ol

Wil mingtonds bl ack popul atad fearful aof whitetvéngeanoee e k s  a
black citizens fled into surrounding swamps or crowded onto railcars leaving the city
Although specific statistics regarding black flight are unavailable, the 1900 census showed

that whites enjoyed a majority population for the first time in decades. Republican mayor

263, Van B. Mettsods test i montngoftkE Assodiagos of MémbarsoetheOr gani z
Wil mi ngton Light I nfantry at Lumina, Wrightsville Bec¢
Personal Recollection of the Election of 1898, 0 14.
27Kirk, fAA Statement of Fawi § mCogtenni Ngrthe CBrFroobddwyaR
Flight of 8.he I ncubus, 0
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Silas Wright, the Populist chief of police, the city treasurer, theatityney, and all black

aldermen and policemen were forced to resign, their offices filled by members of the

Democratic elite. Armed guards marched political prisoners both black and white to the rail

station on 11 November, and white crowds cheeredamsstcarried the alleged villains

Abeyond the |l imits of the state. o0 Members of

managed to remain were forced from their posts as Democrats consolidated control. The

Wilmington Messengeeported on 4 Januafy899 that six black members of the New

Hanover Board of Education resigned or were forced from office. Rather than considering

the effect of such turnover on the cityods c¢h

indication of progress and areturrrta c i a | nor malcy, procl ai ming

hel ped if 5,000,000 negr®es in 1899 remove t
As black Wilmingtonians fled their homes for the swamps or the depot, some found

time to record their plight in writing. The most jarrib;ick experiences of the riot are not

recorded in newspapercolundhns ndeed, journalistic accounts

are nearly notexistent. The lack of black newspaper voices combined with Democratic

attacks on Republican politicians largelye mi nat ed t he publicbs chan

victimsdéd suffering after 10 November. I nste

letters addressed to President William McKinley which are now preserved in the National

Archives. The content of thesetes is a mixture of disbelief, disorientation, desperation, and

a common belief in the power of the press to shape public opinion on race. A black citizen

wrote to the White House on 13 November, beg

on thebMédgagddd® The author was hiding in terr

208 prather We Have Taken a Cit§42-144, 148 Wilmington Messenged#, January 1899.
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greatest complaint was an utter | ack of pres
side of the trouble here, there is no paper to tell the truth about the Negro hereisooiin th

any other Southern state.o A letter of 15 No
stating that Adover four hundred women, and c

the woodsé for God Sake hel p fatmgimWimiogiont hat o

North Carolina.o In addition to their desper
terror. The Il etter of 12 November closed wit
l'ive. But every word df5 tNoive mbert mure;tde ttheatw
my name but | am afraid¢® | am afraid to own

White Republicans shared the fears of their black allies when they contributed their
stories to the press: thedependenteported on 24 November that i@ntacts in North
Carolina asked that their names be omitted,
their homes, if, indeed, their |Indeperglenivoul d n
article, a namel es s ruehlaletmght costmémyrcomifortabble e t hat
residence in my native State were | known as the writer. Alas, the day when | should be
ashamed of the St?#te that gave me birth!o

In the days following the riot, as black Wilmingtonians cowered in Cape Fear
swampsandVaddel | 6s regi me consolidated its bl ooc
erupted in the local and national press. Articles by Republicans, Democrats, northerners,

southerners, ministers, politicians, and eyewitnesses appeared in sheets from Wiltoingto

209 etters found in Appendix J of 1898 Wilmington Riot Commissitilmington Race Riot Report, May 31,
2006at www.history.ncdcr.gov/189@rrc/report/AppdxJ.pdf.

210The Independeng4 Nov. 1898, 1514, reprinted in Chesnilitie Marrow of Traditioned. Sollors288,
290-291.
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Atlanta to New England, and everywhere the question was the same: what exactly had
happened along the Cape Fear, and why?

Local Democratic accounts of the violence were predictably unrepentant. The
Wilmington Messengef 11 November described thestieiction of theDaily Recordas a
measured response against an editorial for w
courts, adeqgu atMessengeshe ciadencd éscaated only aften & black
crowd fimade i nsul thiintge rneemma raknsd atbhoeuitr tghuen swo a
negroes drew a pistol and fired deliberately
white mob was almost instantly categorized as defensive by the locatrEsis defensive
rhetoric continued imn account of the riot by Mayor Waddell that appeared in late
November. After describing his many efforts to save the buildings aroufetoedfirom
destruction and of guarding political ©prison
reall whadiedmidwtyt hing to do witho the mayor s r
themselves were implicitly responsible for any continued political chaos. Finally, Waddell
claimed that | ocal blacks, many of whdm stil

as the white people tha? order has evolved o

211 Quotations fromWilmington Messenget,1 November 1898. North Carolina Collectidaniversity of North

Carolinaat Chapel Hill TheMessengestepped up its defense of local whites on 18 November, when the paper
published athree ol umn article entitled fANort himarylNorfhaarper s Sl an
paper discussed was tashington Stasvhi ch had c¢l ai med that the whites he

1
C
fidel i berately created a conditi on dadedssengeattackedthd i on whi
Stabs wor ds assy niipmai tshpyléadceendsl e @i ¢ énsure, 0 arguing that dAt.l
conditions altogether unlike those of the north. It knows Sambo and Josh and Bill as no yankee ever knew him.
I't is determinedéto prot ect dibrutal rapistsiaadto nzaimtdin horest | dr en f r
government . o Here we see sexual an dWilmimgon Messangdtd st r het
November 1898, North Carolina Collectiddniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill
22Col | i er @&NoWmleek1B898,;3, reprinted in Chesnufthe Marrow of Traditiongd. Sollors, 293
297. Even using only Wil mingtonbés Democratic papers &
in fact deeply distressed by the violence: inMessengdy Biitial article on Coup, the writer acknowledged
that several white men fRdcordbcutranregde d atnhde itrh afti rfiet haer necshd |

school nearby were thrown into a stat eethdrhetpiiceat al ar
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Local efforts to justify the Democratso6 a
for months. In a selective lapse of memory,\tfigmington Messengexulted on 1 January
1899 that depvavedugovernment o had fallen fAw
Athe reign of roughs and t eSagmtspowen 8st0o wi t h t h
p e r p é¥Theagbads of these accounts seem to be flmldeby justifying the coup as
legal,local Democrats sought to discourage federal intervention on behalf of the displaced
Fusionists; by emphasizing the mobds paterna
laborers to return to their jobs; finally, by describing the order which pesivaal
Wilmington, the Democrats attempted to establish their legitimacy as a rational regime in the
eyes of the white communiyan especially important task as white class divisions
reappeared in the course of daily poaimpaign life. Victorious with theallot and the gun,
the Democrats now faced the considerable challenge of ruling a stratified race their papers
had previously defined as equal.

The 1898 press campaign sought to impress an inflamed racial stereotype upon the
stateds whitemmcnadas sbaedfohésDbore fruit 1in
enemiesThe Progressive FarmeNor t h Car ol i nads most influent
outspoken critic of Democratic tactics throughout 1898, experienced a remarkable change of
heartfollowiny t he el ecti on and the violence in Wil
unnamed contributor wrote, fare beginning to
wholly to negroes they have made a serious mistake. The country negro is in nearly every

int ance quiet and inoffensive, bu® when he gc¢

which would have resulted had the races in question been revéfidmihgton Messenget, 1 November 1898.
North Carolina CollectionJniversityof North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

213Wilmington Messenget, January 1899.

214The Progressive Farar, 15 November 1898.
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Nati onal newspapers jJoined |l ocal Wil mingt
memory of the Wilmington Coup. Although individuals of both races criticized the
D e mo c wvsa of giadence in November 1898, the national narrative largely cast black men
as aggressors and the white mob as a stabilizing $67&e cover of the 26 November
Col I i er dosexamele tedtured an illustration by Hugh W. Ditzler in which gdar
chaotic black mob fire guns at unseen opponents while a black man lies dead in the street.
The sketch features no white men and has an indistinct, primal sense of energy, presenting
black men as unorganized and dangerous instigatordddittird Courant of 11 November
provides a textual example of the national turn toward blaming the black community.
Beneath a capitalized headl i neCouramtmdoung AEI GF
the foll owing chain of events: iNdModsOpeastr oys
Fire Upon White$ Troops Called OutNew Muni ci pal Government in
succinct summary allowed Connecticut readers, like their peers across the nation, to consider
the Coup as a direct, legitimate result of black aggressionAflduata Constitutiorfurther
justified the violence as a gendered defense of white honor, writing that the riot had been a
necessary response against the fdAcriminal el e
ladies and children were constantlyannogeddd i nsul t ed when on the s

the complex causes of the massacre, depictions such@thel ¢oeer, theS€ourant

215 5ome individuals who spoke out against the violence took political action to attempt to prevent future race
massacres. Such was the case in Cleveland, where black men Frank Lee and William Bundy teamed with black
pastorstoformth fABr ot her hood of African Descent, o0 the goal ¢

that at Wil mington. o | was wunable to find references
Washington Postut it appears that the founders irded their organization to become a national group. See
AAfrican Descent Brotherhood. National Organi zation t

Washington PosB1 December 1898. Scan of page available at
http://sb.dhpress.org/wilmingtonracefieattachment_id=2077.
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headlines, and théongi t u t rhetomc@reated public stereotypes of black violence in
Wilmington which survived deeinto the twentieth centurif®

Conversely to the Democratic response, the national Republican press emphasized the
ridiculous nature of fAnegr o do Adayrindnidatom 6 r he't
of black voters, and criticized white Wilmgnt oni ans 6 di sregard for fr
Whereas Democrats described Wilmington as a primarily racial event with political
consequences, Republicans called the riot a political act with racial overtones. One paper
flatly called ahewali obhetmweermat ol parntci eséyet
that they wer e NewYokiimesy daltawu te.do Wahldalel | 6 s c | «
writing that white Fusionists were called AV
papers looked pasthe ri ot i1 tself for signs of violenc
Stateéactual negr o domi mMNew VYiork TribuneRatherniipeosit si bl e,
was best viewed as an ominous sign egidast he So

a voter

216 The Hartford Courantis also an example of early national accounts describing the violence &S theot

first sentence of the paperdés article of 11 November
woundedtedayas t he r esul t Hdrtford @arantheadlines and drticl€, see Mardaret M.
Hodgson, AiFor the Record: Revisiting and Revising Pasc
(M.A. Thesis, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, 2010), 70. ForGre| | i e r éoseriege k| vy

from 26 November 1898, sdutp://sb.dhpress.org/wilmingtonraceriot/?attachment_id=20&t the riot acted

as a political and cultural taboo for decades is proved by the existendeef A 1898 Wi | mi ngt on Ra
Co mmi s s i -membér researdh§roup commissioned by the North Carolina General Assembly in 2000 to

fdevel op a historical record of the event and to asse

locallyandacr oss the region and state. o0 The Comm|SS|on hel

communityés view of the violence in addition to eadi
nl

2006. The Commi s s i on 6ige afhtip:/ivwww histprypncder.govAL83&re/.dhilahta b | e
Constitutionquote reprinted iWilmington Messenget2 November 1898.

217Independent24 November 1898\ew York Times,5 November 1898Yew York Tribune25 November
1898;IndependenandTribunearticles reprinted in Charles W. Chesniitie Marrow of Tradition291.

Regardless of a sheetds political all egiance, nati onge
radicalized press. This recognition led to questions over freedorhe pféss in sensitive areas such as race

relations. In a debate which mirrored modern discussions of appropriate media practice, the Charlottesville
Weekly Chronicle expressed a prevalent view: fithe pre
ma k e t rCbhadditds\dlle Weekly Chronigld7 November 1898, reproduced in Geoff Suiartside

Newspaper Coverage of the 1898 Coup in Wilmington, North Car@iipa Geoff Suiter, 1999).


http://sb.dhpress.org/wilmingtonraceriot/?attachment_id=2075
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Mi rroring the mediabds interest in 10 NovVée
the nation wrote letters to editors and political leaders in the hope of printing their opinions
of the massacre. These letters reveal a deep betiechie pr essodés abil ity to
opinion on questions of race. I n a testament
Jones wrote President William McKinley from Denver, Colorado on 12 November,
expressing the outrage aff ttematr ea@idti W@s olil dale (
|l i ke dogs and deprived of the right of ballo
military intervention, Jones asked McKinley
through t he pr d¥Wisston Nditle Catolina etlmédrihss cafl forgrinted
support, asking the President Ato issue a Pr
hearts of #White citizens. 0

Representing the opposite view, a letter inWeeshington Posaf 22 November,
written by Ernest Green of New Bern, North Carolina, criticized the northern press for what
he considered an unfairtyr i t i cal version of the violence
of the circumstances, 0 wrote GrhepeopleofNort her n
Wilmington with their favorite weap@nt he pen. 0 Lett er&whblyad men s u
not witnessed the violence himself eveal the effectiveness of t
shift blame for 10 November to the Republicans and refleetbelyginnings of an insular
cultural shift which defined North Carolina during the subsequent decades of Democratic

rule. The racial politics of North Carolinians, Green and others like him claimed, could only

218 | etters available in Appendix J of 1898 Wilmington RiatrmissionFinal Report,at
www. history.ncdcr.gov/1898irrc/report/AppdxJ.pdf.



104

be understood and accurately represented bydhelocal presses which fanned the
rhetorical flameg?!®
Whatever the theoretical impact of newspaper coverage upon public opinion, the riot
l ed to a drastic drop in prestige and | abor
population. Industries prewusly dominated by black workers experienced dramatic
turnover, with ninety percent of all restauranteurs and eighty percent of all barbers driven
from the city. The connections between race and labor iR}8®8 were more complex and
more classonscios than simple race loyalty, however: after the violence died down and
Waddell took control, local white business owners segregated against both the remaining
bl ack workers and foreign whites. At a 9 Jan
Union pased a resolution requiring white businesses to give available jobs to white
Wilmington residents who had supported the 1898 campaignvi€éesengeapplauded the
measure in a nextay editorial, remarking that participants in the riot should be rewarded
above those unskilled white workers creating a labor excess by migrating to Wilmington in
|l arge numbers after the riot. Having secured
subjugation, the Democrats were free to exploit for commercial gain tite oldss
differences decried as deadly mere months earlier. In a perversely ironic testament to the
pressés role in creating the turnover, the V
its meetings on 29 January 1899. The wood, no doubt cleasetb&k and dust, was from a

tabl e i n Al ©ailwnRedoedofficeMBsto beypétsa, indeét.

21%Washington Posg2 November 1898; Chesnufthe Marrow of Traditioned. Werner Sollor83.
20For a discussion of the ebdvédTaked@&ynbigls@GWilmingtonc ost, s e
Messengerl0 January 1899.
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If, as American historian Philip Davidson has argued, effective propaganda reflects
Athe thinking and prejudi c eaciathoughtsefNgte opl e, 0
Carolinians in the late 1890s were decidedly voldft@emocrats published hundreds of
thousands of newspapers and broadsides emphasizing the dangers of black rule, black
sexuality, anRepublicarfiscal irresponsibility, and tls® arguments struck a resounding
chord at the polls in November 1898. By urging white men to act manfully anghtidd
white supremacin their communities, the press advocated violence in communities where
electoral politics could not quickly enough pthlacks of power. Wilmington was one of the
most visible of these communities in 1898, and thus the setting of the most violent
manifestation of press rhetoric.

The tendency is to demonize the Democrats who published newspapers across North
Carolina andired machine guns in Wilmington in 1898, but this is a skmtited, pointless
view. It is more useful to view Josephus Daniels, Alfred Waddell, Furnifold Simmons, and
their fellow Democratic leaders as what they vdecemplex men capable of reason when
secure and of atrocity when threatened. Most importantly, they understood, even as they
chose to discredit, the humanity of their black victims. Walter Johnson has written in his
work on MississippVal | ey cotton pl anters stl matertyidost or i
violence as dehumanidzaadus[ocader@dld £t st h’Eemo bl ant
Johnsonés point is doubly true in the case o
Democratic cartoons were humans, so also were the journalists who wrohe argilantes

who read the papers before firing their guns. The challenge, then, is less to demonize

221 philip DavidsonPropaganda and the American Revolution, 12683 (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1941)03.

222\Walter JohnsorRiver of Dark Dreams: Slavery and Empire in the Qottdngdom(Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2013), 207.
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atrocities than to understand and contextualize their causes. In 1898 Wilmington, as in many
cases today, the misused press was a catalyst. Violenceg sfmana concerted anfilack
campaign of political, economic, and sexual rhetoric,\&fchington, its churches filled

with papers and its politics run from the shadows, paid a terrible price.

CONCLUSION

The latter decades of the nineteenth ggntvere a precarious time for African
Americans across the South. Restancipation North Carolina, rather than marking the
beginning of more equitable age, featured a web of violence and racial suppression in which
the Kirk-Holden War and the Wilmingtomassacre were merely two of the most visible
strands. The press played a key role in sust
continuing struggle was brought to light in the U.S. House of Representatives on 5 February
1900, when North Carolian George Henry Whige black representative from Bladen
County and the only African American Congressman at the time of his retirement & 1901
rose and denounced a Ralelgbws and Observexr t i cl e. The article, e
Me mber 0 and thewhitepsopsematist afterglow of the Wilmington massacre,
guestioned the manliness of the stateds vot e
should have the only nigger congressmano and
popular mandate nohé personal morality to remain on Capitol Hill. White denounced the

slander in clear termdshe did not retract his belief that both white and black rapists should
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be fihung by the neck until dead, 0 bulbe neit he
Afdone by the courts, not by an infuriated mo
inc#te. o

Whit eds r e News &nd Obgenvdnticle hvleich inspired them echoed the
1898 campaigndés press attacks aWimngent Manl vy
The true significance of Whiteds statement,
il lustrate a |l arger trend in the South. AThi
we have gone to contend withan absolute pervers and slanderous misrepresentation of
the #®Yuth. o

Combined with the case studies discussed
that racist rhetoric endured in the North Carolina press from Reconstruction into the
twentieth century. It is an unfortate reality that Reconstruction and Gilelsgke editors of
all parties latched onto examples of racial violence and mined those images for political gain
for years. Holdenb6s 1871 i mpeachment serves
1872 electio, a Republican broadside highlighted t
evidence of the incumbentds fraud. The Repub
pressob6s reporti ngod a$6la0baffairithatpuneranhdmiemeer t r i al
repoted at just over $13,500 to the reading public. Such manipulation of the facts for

political gain, ReDemderationcaayn so fc Itaeilnd@idn, g wahse ftar

223 stephen Middleton, edBlack Congressmen During Reconstruction: A Documentary SourcéWaasiport:

Greenwood Press, 2002), 393, 410.

224 Middleton, ed.Black Congressmen During Reconstrunti¢11.

2fRead and Circulate, o Republican Part ynikersivafdsi de, 1
North Carolinaat Chapel Hill http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/readcirculate/readcirculate.html.
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This public misrepresentation of the facts was the danger and the power the press
wieldedin North Carolina from Reconstruction into the twentieth century. With
emancipation technically assured, editors and readers alike used rhetoric and popular
pressure to reassert a system of white social control and to pressure allies of blacks and
supporers of true socioeconomic equality into political oblivion. White died in 1918, but his
prediction in Congress bore fruit wel/l past
United Stateséhas enfranchi sed afgeoddand be r ed

chattels, 0 White argued, RaldghNewsandQbgernveras t he

can have the control ®?f affairs in North Car
Whitebds fears were realized in the decade
directed NorthCaol i nads politics and conservative ec

influence. This thesis has examined two earlier examples of that influence, tracing the North
Carolina presso6s role in perpetuating stereo
Kirk-Holden War and the Wilmington Coup. As | argued earlier, editors in the postwar South
could significantly impact public opinion. As articles circulated through public readings and
newspapers reprinted one an endmiuendesfariseyoondr i e s ,
a single townds borders.

Josiah Turner epitomized this model of personal impact during theHSildken War
of 18701871. By personally attacking Governor Holden and publishing articles questioning
the existence or culpability oféhKu Klux Klan, Turner helped turn public opinion against
Hol dends attempts to arrest Klansmen and r es

release of Turner and other prisoners from F

226 Middleton, ed.Black Congressmen During Reconstructiéh].
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which Democrats sweppt power i n 1870. Hol dends i mpeachr
culmination of this presbacked campaign.

Al t hough no individual editors of Turner
Democratic press in the months before 10 November 1898, the campaign is notiéble fo
targeted vision and sheer scale. Motivated by the specific goal of reclaiming the state
legislature from Fusionists, Democrats published hundreds of thousands of newspapers and
broadsides emphasizing the dangers of black rule, black sexuality aakdibtal
irresponsibility. These arguments struck a resounding chord at the polls in November 1898.
Al exander Manlyos editorial provided the mos
protect white womei always a passive symbol in Southern Deratic ideology
motivating the white mob which destroyed thaily Recordoffice and violently reclaimed

the cityds government.

In both cases, then, rhetoric inspired action, and action led to tragedy. Historian Robert
Wiebe once described the gendeglinginpostReconstructi on America b
pall of thwarted opportunity, of frustrated
Carolinadés Republicans in 1870 and 1898 coul
disappointed visiorfor the legacies of the Kirklolden War and the Wilmington Massacre
are of stunted justice, racial rhetoric, and unrealized dréZghile black citizens
di scovered the | imits of | egislationds power
struggled taeassert themselves as a political force and abandoned legality to inflict terror.

The tragedy of these events is compounded by the fagh#mt voices from both

227 Robert H. WiebeThe Search for Order, 1871020(New York: Hill and Wang, 1967Y,.
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Wilmington and the KirkHolden War, including the majority of black citizens and the
Repubican minority, are lost. The primary source of governapgntiuced history regarding
the summer of 1870 resulted from Congressional hearings on Klan activity which sought to
understand fAwho is responsible fort the anar-c
r e g i >dTurher himself testified before Congress, and his efforts bore fruit when
Congress concluded that the fiasco had been primarily a political power play by Holden and
his Republican circle. #Aln the exXangtheati on n
|l ast Congress into the affairs of North Caro
Governor Holderattempted to carry the electiobyg declaring martial law in several
counties and placing them under the control of a military force @ded by Kirk and
Bergen, two i nffAandthesdhe casetwasltlosedad testarent to the power
of rhetoric to influence national memory of the past.

I n addition to Holdendés political | egacy,
hotycant est ed. Public opinion of Holdends i mpe:
citizenship appears mixed. Thiew York Timeseported in 1885 that many North

Carolinians were petitioning the legislature to remove any stigma from the former governor

inhisod age, and that there were fimany Democr at
papers refused, arguing that Holdends case s
ithe | aws must be uphel déand t2ARditicalréality | i ber t

changed as the Kirkolden war faded from memory, however, and the North Carolina

legislature pardoned Holden in 2011. One state senator described the gesture as the act of

28Congress, fAReport on the Condition of Affairs in th
229 |bid., 483. Emphasis added.

2 Ex&OV HOLDENOGS DI SABILITIES: SOME NORTH CAROLI NI ANS
Cl Tl Z E N NeéwlYérk Toames,0 January 1885.
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righti mygaroflad IWwirOong, 0 but even t brealizedithad onodés s
such a move would do little to change public memory of Reconstruetiwiolence3!

Public memory of the Wilmington Coup is also muddled, due both to the lack of a
contextualized public memorial and a paucity of sources from the viewpdint t he r i ot 6 s
anonymous victims. Although local pastor J. Allen Kirk published a memoir claiming to
speak for both races in 1898, minority views on the riot survived primarily in oral traditions
and fictitious account&? The first notable black author tarite on the Wilmington riot was
David Bryant Fulton, a journalist and Pullman operator in Wilmington during the 1880s
whose pseuddocumentary noveatlanover, Or Persecution of the Lowdgscribed
Wil mingtonds bl acks as v issHamnowerwasdalloweédypythen oppr
most notable piece of historicalThdMagawi on on
of Tradition a thinly-veiled fictionalization of the riot based on interviews with black victims
and published in 1901 as a directlidrage to the sensational accounts circulating nationally.
Chesnutt gives Wilmingtonds unskilled bl ack
a fictional composite of two black Wilmingtonians who died in the massacre. Although these
sources areat historical studies, they provide essential counterpoints t®pnoocratic

contemporary accountg?

BN, C. state senate par doRestersgdAprd20hlpr who stood up t
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/04/1 2aerthcarolinapardoridUSTRE73B80V20110412, accessed 12

October 2015.

®For Kirkos account, which was crucial to this proje
in Wilmington, N.C. Of Interest,NorthC&olimaCgllecdn,t i zen of t
University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/kirk/kirk.html.

Laura F. Edwards, ACaptives of Wi lmington: The Riot
1 8 9 8 Damodrany Betrayed: BhWilmington Race Riot of 1898 and Its Legasy. David S. Cecelski and

Timothy B. Tyson (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998), 116. Fictional works referenced

include Jack Thorné{janover, or, The Persecution of the Lowly: Story ofwhinington MassacréM.C.L.

Hill, 18--?), http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/thorne/thorne.html; and Charles W. Ch&@sreuttlarrow of Tradition:

A Norton Critical Edition edited by Werner Sollors (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2012).
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What closing lessons can we draw from the men who rushed to condemn and the
press which profited by editorializing violence in North Carolina in 187 18987 Firstly,
stories such as the Kiolden War and the Wilmington Coup have much to teach because
mainstream journalism in the United States, regardless of mddgralaims to
Aobjectivity, o continues t o afiadtypeoastingaWhiei as t o
the press is no | onger explicitly partisan,
remains on watershed moments and apex tragedies rather than the long processes of
community organizing, generational prejudice, and systienmaqualities which perpetuate
poverty. As Charles Payne wrote in his study of Civil Rights organizing in the Mississippi
Delta, the mediads Ainability to convey a se&e
movement was c ouPBGreporteriPaul Goodevene anstefdrthed,
describing national coverage of the Civil Ri
Acri mped perspective and often substituted t
| o o®RIn BO50s Mississippi, this press blimess obscured the efforts of local organizers
and activist women; in 1860s North Carolina, personal feuds and enflamed rhetoric blinded
the population to the rise of racial extremism. The danger with-@eséred journalism lies
in its tendency to denyepspectivd when readers see only racial crises, calls for immediate,
reactionary reform typically outweigh the lotgrm and multfaceted responses necessary to

effect real chang#&®

234Charles M. Paynd, V@ Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom
Struggle(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995), 393.

2%PaulGoodThe Trouble 1 6ve Seen: WWashirgtonl lowarchUmiversisyt , Bl ac k
Press, 195), 59.

236 Examples of the media trends described in this paragraph have become all too common in the United States

over the last years. For representative articles on the Baltimore riots in response to the death of the Freddie

Gray, see the Huffington Past http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/04/28/baltimenedia
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Secondly, the events discussed in this study show the dangers otignggpiolitical

and racial stereotypes for genuine public dialogue. Although ftyraeslaved people

showed a willingness to participate in polit
constituted a stabl e sect iersacrossthe state@roved ttoy 6 s e
willing to accept pdoweltbtacks gs ceprésentative of theadce | az vy,
as a whole. The North Carolina pressodos tende

trends: as Wiebe wrote in his descriptiaf the Gilded Age, the mainstream press in Gilded
Age America did not foster honest dial ogue.
confronted each other behind sets of stereotypes, frozen images that were specifically
intended to exclude dissus i ’Moodoa di stressing degree, Wiebe
today.

The interconnected histories of race and the press present interesting avenues for
future study of North Carolina, the South, and the United States as a whole. Scholars of
North Carolind@ ace the challenge of | ooking past t hc¢
the AGi Il ded Aged to reconsider the statebds p
Reconstruction throughout the South. Currents of political control and social chiithe
began before 1865 did not stop in 1877, and the subsequent years deserve studies which can
bring to light the racial climate and public rhetoric of Democratic rule. One possible way to

frame a long press history of Reconstruction could be by stuttlygnyorth Carolina Press

coverage_n_7164064.html and Slate at
http://lwww.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/culturebox/2015/04/baltimore_freddie_gray_riots_why_cnn_is
_incapable_of understanding_why_violence.html?wpscall_dt_tw_ru

287Wiebe,The Search for Ordef6.
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Associatio® a group comprised of white newspaper editors which was founded in 1873 and
which featured annual keynote addresses on the state of journalism in North C&tolina.

We also need more studies of the black press in thiéh Smarticularly during the
years of Democratic dominance after the Redeemers gained power in the 1870s. Although
scholars such as Henry Suggs and Paul Abbott have worked admirably to compile lists of
Republican and black papers across the postwar Southdsi es of bl ack edito
circulation, and general effectiveness are few. Sources present a problem, as most black
papers of the era used layuality newsprint which quickly decomposed. As more sources
are discovered, however, we should seek ttetstand the cultural position of newspapers in
the Southodéds black communities and the rol e p
powers.

| c¢close this study with an anecdote of th
December 1905, a group calling itself the Association of Members of the Wilmington Light
Infantry held a meeting in Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina. All recordedddtswere
white men, and each of them had participated or approvingly observed the Coup seven years
prior. Colonel Walker Taylor called the meeting to order and immediately ordered minutes to
be recorded and distributed to local newspapers. Although d catllocate evidence that
the WilmingtonPostor any ot her paper printed these mi
these men continued to believe in the pressa

events in public consciousness: the Associatiomdidseek to print their stories to gain

2% North Carolina Press Association Records for 1873 to 1887 are available in hardcopy and on microfilm in
the North Carolina Collection at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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per sonal honor, but rather because they vVview
erased frod our minds. 0

The meeting which followed Tayl ordos openi
passions and anxies which motivated violent racial extremism in 1870 and 1898. One
citizen testified to shooting at bl acks and

man named Boyl an spoke of forming a picket |

ttosome extento; a young man named Orrell was
prideful memory, boasting that Al have never
out so perfectly. o A total of t edpatioménmhegave i
Coup, and each story reflected the white, ma

and personal rebirth and reassertion of power in response to black freedom which marked the
Kirk-Holden War and Wilmington Coup. The LightInfany 6 s meet i ng al so r e
Democratic Southods desire to maintain soci al
such as-mahhgebeshing that ever did happen, o
prior knowledge of tdmerepbriedkdiogrinadcentblagkd. leaiths a n d
also made an appearance at the meeting, as Reverend Bishop Strange closed the council with

a benediction dedicated to the health of the city. It is as if the white men present lived

separate identities in theaplitical, religious, social, and racial selves, and that only by

regaining dominance in all four of these spheres could they consider their worlds &peace.

239 Association oMembers of the Wilmington Light Infantry, minutes of 14 December 1905 meeting, NC
Collection,University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill

240 My analysis of the Light Infantry meeting, and of the broader similarities between conservative actions in the

1860s and 1890s, is heavily influenced by the work of Jackson LeRebirth of a NationLears frames the

years between the Civil War and VilbWar | as a national quest for regeneration/rebirth during which many
Southern white men clung to a forceful, fAmuscul ar o Ve
political control. These white men sought legitimacy through acts of @elboth legal (sports, imperialism)

and extremist (lynching). | see both the KKK raids and the Wilmington Coup as overflows of this forceful urge

to reassert control . For a rCivil War eracad aiperiod af nebirth, gleedrse ar s 6 s i
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| was unable to locate minutes of future meetings of the Association of Members of
the Wilmingta Light Infantry. It is entirely possible that the group never met again after
1905 and that their personal stories faded f
rhetoric used to describe black citizens who remained after the Coup, however, it is safe to
assume that blacks faced much residual racial hatred from their white neighbors. For the
language of 1898, and the language of 1870, did not easily disappear. When a North Carolina
editor could greet a group of black soldiers returning from the SpaAmngrican War in
January 1899 by openly writing that fAa visit
lasting impact of rhetoré and the hatred it can inspirés clear?*! It falls to each
generation to combat the spread of such hate and to resoleedhatl s t o fAineder be

will neither characterize their future nor disappear from their remembrance of the past.
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