
 

ABSTRACT 

 

 

CALDWELL, ROBERT ALLEN. Stopgap Falls. (Under the direction 

of Maria Pramaggiore.) 

 

 Stopgap Falls is a screenplay about Caleb Watts, a 

thirteen year old boy who must overcome his childhood 

fears, learn to accept the death of his brother, and in the 

process uncover a dark secret kept well-hidden from an 

entire town.  It is a coming of age story with an eerie 

Southern Gothic slant, similar at times to films such as 

Stand by Me. 

 After his brother’s death, strange things start 

happening to Caleb.  While trying to go to sleep one night, 

Caleb thinks he sees something moving in his brother’s 

closet.  His brother’s things go missing from his bedroom, 

and Caleb starts seeing a shadowy figure. Caleb believes 

these things are all signs from his brother Sam, and he 

sets out to confront the strange figure.  In the process, 

he finds out what truly lies at the bottom of Stopgap 

Falls, he learns who the mysterious figure is, and he also 

learns what truly happened to his brother. 
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FADE IN:

EXT. TOWN OF STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

Several church steeples rise above the tree line where a
thin blue mist hangs in North Carolina's Blue Ridge. It is
present day, the last two weeks of summer.  Two 13-year-old
fraternal twin brothers, CALEB and SAM WATTS, walk down the
sidewalk and into a hobby shop.  They have small day-packs
on their backs.  Sam is wearing a red tee-shirt with a dragon
on it.

INT. HOBBY HOLE HOBBY SHOP -- DAY

A bell rings over the door, as the door opens.  Sam and Caleb
walk down an aisle of RC boats in dusty boxes.  Caleb peers
over several boxes with labels showing colorful boats.  He
takes one down from the shelf.

SAM
Are you going to get it?

CALEB
I wish.  I only have forty dollars.

He turns the box over in his hands and reads over the
specifications written on the back of the box.

CALEB
I could have bought the Wave Jammer. 
I guess they sold it.

SAM
You wanted to take one with us today
didn't you?

A STORE CLERK walks over to them.

CLERK
Can I help you with anything?

Caleb quickly puts the box he was handling back on the shelf.

CALEB
No, we're fine.

The two boys continue shopping for boats quietly, as the
clerk looks on.

CLERK
Something in particular you want?

SAM
You used to have a red Wave Jammer.
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CLERK
Yeah. Awesome for the price.  Coach
Goodnight came in yesterday and bought
it.

The look of disappointment is evident on Caleb's face.

CLERK
We should be getting another one in
a few weeks.

SAM
Could you take any less for the Viper?

CLERK
Sorry.  Manager won't let me do it.

Caleb and Sam walk around the back corner of the shelf, out
of the clerk's view.  Sam whispers to Caleb.

SAM
Listen, you like the Viper more,
right?

CALEB
Yeah, but it's way too much.  I don't
have enough money.

Sam reaches into his pocket and pulls out his wallet.

CALEB
No, don't.  I don't need it that
bad.

SAM
Listen, it will be fun.  Half of it
can be mine.

Sam hands over some money to Caleb.

CALEB
But I thought you were saving for a
game.

SAM
I want to see how that boat works in
the river.

Caleb walks over to the shelf and picks up a box with a
painting of a red motorboat painted across it, with flames
swirling around the engine.  He walks over to the checkout
counter and puts the boat down.  Behind him Sam smiles.
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EXT. TOWN OF STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

The bell above the door jingles again, as the boys exit the
store.

CALEB
You really didn't have to.

SAM
I know.

CALEB
It's going to be awesome.

Someone yells at them from the across the street.

TOM (O.S.)
Hey!

TOM STRICKLAND, a tall, lanky, 13-year-old boy waits for a
car to pass, then crosses the street to join them.

TOM
We still on for tonight?

Tom sees the RC boat box.

TOM
Whoa.  Can I see it?

Caleb holds the box out for Tom to see, but does not let it
leave his hands.

TOM
How do you think it will work in the
river?  You headed down there?

CALEB
As soon as we stop by our house.

EXT. WATTS' HOUSE -- DAY

An older, ranch-style house is shielded from the road by
several large trees.

INT. CALEB'S AND SAM'S BEDROOM -- DAY

Sam quickly jerks a power plug from the wall.  He grabs the
boat battery from the charger and throws it into his backpack. 
Caleb sifts through camping supplies in the background,
loading a flashlight and a backpacking stove into his pack.
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CALEB
Jared's going to freak when he sees
this boat.  You think Jared and Tom
will have the tent set up when we
get there?

SAM
Do you honestly want them to?  They'll
set it up on top of a bunch of rocks
again.

Sam grabs a chair from Caleb's drawing desk and drags it
across the floor to the closet.  He stands on the chair and
reaches for a wooden box on the top shelf of the closet.

The wooden box in the closet is labeled "Sam's Stuff.  Keep
Out!"  A padlock is placed through a latch on the box top. 
Sam dials in the combination and opens the box. He reaches
in and grabs some fireworks and places them into his bag. 
He pulls out a silver, Zippo lighter, and a pack of role-
playing cards.  Sam then closes the wooden box and puts the
padlock back through the latch and locks it.  He jumps down
from the chair.

EXT. FOREST NEAR STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

Sam and Caleb walk through a field of tall grass to the line
of trees where the forest starts. There is a rusty barbed-
wire fence with a bullet-ridden no-trespassing sign hanging
from it.  Sam and Caleb quickly scurry underneath the fence,
Sam holding the barbed wire away from Caleb.  

A tent sits beside the riverbank.  JESS REEVES, an attractive,
tom-boyish, 13-year-old girl, sits on a rock beside the river. 
She has her long red hair tucked up into a ball cap.  JARED
WILLIAMS, also thirteen, stands beside the rock arguing with
her.

JESS
I still don't believe it.

JARED
But Eric said it really worked.  He
tried it himself.

JESS
Since when should I believe Eric?

JARED
He said everyone always thought it
was just some made up story to keep
kids away from here.

JESS
It's a lie.
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Caleb and Sam walk up to the two arguing friends.

SAM
Y'all sound like an old married
couple.  Why don't you kiss and make
up.

Jess glares at Caleb and Sam.

JESS
He's the last person I'd want to
kiss.

Sam and Caleb laugh.  Jared is stone-faced for a moment before
speaking.

JARED
Whatever.  Believe what you want to. 
I saw it, the one he lost in the
river.  It was all banged up.

Jess still glares in silence.

JARED
He said it was leaning against a
tree.

JESS
So someone found it.  Big deal.

Sam interrupts.

SAM
What are you talking about?

JESS
Jared here thinks he's seen the River
Ghost.

JARED
That's not what I said.

JESS
You can believe whatever you want. 
It's just some dumb story folks tell
their kids to keep them away from
the falls.

Jared quickly changes the subject.

JARED
Speaking of falls, I got a new tube.

CALEB
Really?
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JARED
And a stronger rope.  Should be able
to hold two people this time.

SAM
Have you tried it yet?

JARED
With Jess?  She won't do it.

JESS
I'm not an idiot like the rest of
you.

JARED
Why don't you go on home then if
you're so much better than us?  Nobody
asked you to come and ruin our camp-
out.

Caleb speaks to Jess.

CALEB
Are you staying the night?

Jess looks around at the boys.

JESS
I guess.  If there's no objections.

She glances at Jared and smiles.

CALEB
Won't your dad get mad?

Jess shrugs her shoulders.

JESS
It doesn't matter. He's always mad
about something.

JARED
He's just upset that he spent his
money on Care Bears and little pink
ponies and still got a boy.  I've
seen guys with bigger boobs.

Jess glances self-consciously down at her chest.  She folds
her arms over her chest and wrinkles her nose in disgust.

JESS
Shut up.

Jess kicks at Jared just barely missing him. Her hair comes
undone from her cap, and she pulls her cap off to fix her
hair.  Her hair streams down her back.
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Jess and Caleb's eyes meet for a second.  He quickly looks
away.

JARED
Why do you even bother having long
hair?

Jess shoots Jared a look that could curdle fresh milk.

JESS
At least I didn't try dyeing mine
green.

JARED
It was supposed to be blue.

Sam walks over to the tent and climbs part-way through the
open door.

SAM
All right, who forgot to close the
tent flaps?

Jared and Tom look at each other.  Caleb looks at Jared.

JARED
Why?

SAM
Something's been in the food.

JARED
Are you serious?

They all step over to the tent and look inside.  There are
candy wrappers strewn across the tent floor.

JARED
But how could an animal unwrap Now-
Or-Laters?  Jess can barely manage. 
Hey, the hot dogs aren't in the cooler
either.

CALEB
Really?

JESS
No animal could open that.  I locked
it.

CALEB
You sure you put them in there?

JESS
I could have sworn I did.
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JARED
It doesn't matter.  I brought my rod
and reel.

SAM
What?  You planning on catching fish
for everyone?

Caleb and Jess laugh.

JARED
Why?  You don't think I can?

SAM
I know you can't.

JARED
What makes you think that?  My dad
caught a 12-pound catfish with that
rod.

SAM
Just the fact that you don't have
your rod.

JARED
What do you mean?

Jared quickly rummages through the tent, looking for his rod
and reel.

JARED
Freaking bears.

JESS
Bears can't carry off a fishing pole,
stupid.

SAM
Did you guys see anything before we
got back?

JESS
No.

JARED
What do you think did it?

SAM
Just somebody screwing around.

Sam zips the tent back up.

JESS
(tauntingly)

Hey Jared, maybe it was Hadley.
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JARED
Shut up.

CALEB
Hadley?

JESS
The boy who died out here, the one
Jared thinks haunts the falls.

JARED
I was only telling you what Eric
said.

CALEB
What did he say?

JARED
Nevermind, it's stupid.

JESS
You didn't think it was so stupid
five minutes ago.

SAM
Isn't that when they put the fence
up, after that kid went over the
falls?

CALEB
Lot of good that fence did.

Suddenly, there is a strange HOOTING sound.  The three friends
jump.

Tom laughs as he walks down the hill into the campsite. 
He's holding an owl call, the kind used to hunt wild turkeys.

TOM
You should have seen the look on
your faces.

JESS
You just wait till tonight.  I'm
going to strangle you in your sleep.

EXT. BY THE RIVERBANK -- DAY

The sun has set a bit more in the sky.  The red viper
motorboat whizzes past Caleb, Sam, and Tom.  Caleb holds the
RC controls as the boat races through the water.  Jess sits
behind them in a camping chair.

TOM
How fast you think you can get it to
go?  Whoa, watch out!
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The boat just barely misses a rock in the river.  Caleb pulls
the boat up to shore and takes it out of the water.

CALEB
Hey Jared, you want to try it?

Jared finishes tying a rope around the trunk of a tree and
looks up.  Attached to the other end of the rope, resting on
the shore, is a large, black inner-tube with two yellow
lightning bolts painted across it.

JARED
Nah.  Check this out.

Jared tosses the tube into the river.  The current quickly
carries it away.  It approaches the falls, and then the rope
goes taut.  The tube stops about 10 feet from the waterfall.

JARED
Who wants to go first?

TOM
I think you should be the guinea
pig, since it's your rope.

JARED
All right, whatever.

Jared's eyes widen as he tugs on the rope, bringing the tube
back to shore.  Jess stands up from her chair, finally showing
interest.

JESS
You sure it's gonna hold?

JARED
Yeah.  Don't be stupid.  It's old
rappelling rope.

JESS
Yeah, but how old?

JARED
It will work.  My dad got it from
someone in the marines.

Jared slowly climbs into the inner-tube while Sam and Caleb
hold onto the tube to keep it from floating away.

JARED
Let the rope out slow.

Caleb and Sam release the tube into the river.  Tom slowly
releases the rope as the inner-tube approaches the falls. 
Finally the rope goes taut.  Jared floats in the current,
just several feet from the drop off.  He lets out a loud
yelp of excitement.
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JARED
Pull me back!

The boys and Jess all tug on the rope, bringing Jared back
to shore.

JARED
It's awesome.  Man, it's freaky when
you're that close to the falls.

Jared climbs out of the tube.

JARED
My legs are still shaking. So who's
next?  Caleb, you wanna go?

Caleb is silent.

JARED
We should see if we can get it closer
to the falls, and see who can stay
on the longest.

Jared rushes back to where the rope is tied onto the tree. 
He unties the knot.

JARED
Just five more feet would be awesome. 
It would be right next to the falls.

Jared looks around for another large tree to tie the rope
around.  The only spot to tie the rope to is a large limb
protruding from the tree he used earlier.  He ties the rope
to the limb.

JARED
Throw the tube in!

Tom tosses the tube in the water.  It floats away and stops
just four feet from the falls.

JARED
That's going to be crazy!

CALEB
What about the rope stretching?

JARED
You're just scared.

JESS
It doesn't stretch does it?

JARED
We'll let you in slow.  See how long
you can stay out there.
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CALEB
How long?

JARED
Two minutes.

CALEB
And what then?

JARED
You get a kiss from Jess.

Jared turns to Jess and winks.  She frowns.

CALEB
No really.

JARED
Just do it.

Jared puts the tube in the river and motions to Caleb to
step inside the tube.

SAM
Maybe I should go first.

CALEB
No, it's fine.  I'll go.

JARED
He really wants that kiss, Jess.

Jared lets go of the tube and it starts to float away.

CALEB
Hold on, Tom!

Tom holds the rope as the tube starts to move into the rapids. 
The rope moves faster and faster through his hands until the
rope friction burns his skin.  He lets go.

The tube is propelled toward the falls by the current.  Tom
blows on his hands as Sam quickly grabs onto the rope to try
and slow down the tube.

The rope suddenly goes taut.

IN THE RIVER

Caleb is thrown over the side of the tube.  He splashes in
the water.

JESS (O.S.)
No!

Caleb holds onto the side of the tube. Both feet are pulled
out from under him by the current.
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ON THE SHORE

There is a large cracking sound.  The limb the rope was tied
to snaps in two and the rope slides off.  The end of the
rope slides across the ground.

Sam pulls back as hard as he can on the rope, but without
the limb to hold the rope, he is quickly pulled toward the
edge of the riverbank.

Before the others can help, Sam is waist deep in the rapids. 
His foot catches onto a rock, and he uses the rock as leverage
to pull the rope against the current.

NEAR THE FALLS

Caleb gasps for air.  White foam swirls around him.  He looks
and sees where the river drops off into the gorge below. 
Certain death.

NEARER THE SHORE

Sam struggles for balance in the water, as he pulls on the
rope.  He grits his teeth, and his eyes narrow in on Caleb. 
On the shore, Jared and Tom reach the broken limb out to Sam
but he doesn't take it.

The tube comes a little closer.

Sam grunts as he tugs on the rope.  The veins in his face
stand out.  The tube inches closer.

IN THE RIVER

Caleb's hold relaxes as he sees his brother pulling him
closer.  He watches as his brother pulls on the rope, again
and again.

One last tug.  Sam sighs with exhaustion.  He grabs at his
brother Caleb's arm and holds him steady in the rapids for a
moment.

SAM
Take the limb.

Caleb grabs onto the limb and Jared, Tom, and Jess pull him
to shore.  He flops in the sand, breathing heavily.  Caleb
turns to see Sam, as Tom and Jared reach the tree limb toward
him again.

Sam releases the tube into the rapids.  The tube floats toward
the falls.  Sam breaths heavily as he reaches for the limb. 
He can hardly move his arm for exhaustion.

He reaches too early.  His fingers close around the end of
the limb, as he moves his foot away from the rock that
supported him in the river's current.
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His legs are suddenly pulled out from under him.  His fingers
slip from the limb.  He flails his arms in the water,
splashing.  The current carries him away.  Jess screams.

IN THE RIVER

Sam watches as the inner-tube drops over the falls.  His
head goes under.  He comes up gasping for air.

ON THE SHORE

The remaining friends chase after Sam in vain. Sam disappears
over the falls.  Caleb, Jared, Tom, and Jess stop at the
edge of the falls and look down.

Hundreds of feet down, the water pounds several large
boulders.  A white mist rises up from the river below.  There
is no sign of Sam in the water.  In the gorge, the inner
tube floats down the river.

JESS
What do we do?

TOM
We've got to go down.

JESS
How?  It's too steep.

The friends are all in a state of panic, as Caleb nears the
edge, where the ground drops off.  He starts climbing down
the rocks.

TOM
Someone needs to go get help.

JESS
Caleb.  You'll fall.

Jared remains silent.  Caleb shouts.

CALEB
Sam!

His voice echoes through the canyon.

CALEB
Sam!

EXT. FOREST NEAR STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

Jared runs through the trees as fast as he can.  Everything
around him is a blur.
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EXT. WATERFALL -- DAY

Caleb, Jess and Tom slowly make their way down into the gorge. 
The waterfall roars beside them.  Caleb's shoe slips on a
wet rock and he stumbles downward.  Tom grabs him and helps
him get his footing.  Tears run down Jess' face, mixing with
dirt.

JESS
Why isn't he down there?

CALEB
We'll find him.

TOM
We've got to hurry.  He could be
under the water.

JESS
I don't see him anywhere.

EXT. DOWNTOWN STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

Jared runs into the road, waving his arms wildly.  Several
cars screech to a stop.  Several DRIVERS get out of their
cars, looking infuriated.  Jared shouts.  Most of his words
blur together.

JARED
The falls.  Hurry.  He went over the
falls!

One DRIVER looks worried.  Someone quickly runs to a pay-
phone.

EXT. WATERFALL -- DAY

Caleb and Tom stand at the river's edge.  They shout over
the sound of the falls.  

TOM
Go check over there!

Tom points toward a collection of boulders near the falls. 
Jess runs in the direction Tom points.

Caleb's eyes dart across the foaming water.  He sees something
red floating near the base of the falls.  

Caleb jumps in the river and tries to swim out near the base
of the falls.  The current catches him and carries him down
the river.  He fights against the current.
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Jess glances over at Caleb in the river.  She sees him
struggling.

JESS
Tom!  He's going to drown.

The current pushes Caleb into a large rock.  His head pounds
up against it.  He goes under.

Tom jumps into the foaming water and swims out toward Caleb. 
He grabs Caleb by his shirt and pulls him back to shore. 
Caleb coughs, sputtering out water.

CALEB
I think I saw him.  Over there!

Caleb points near the base of the falls.  Tom looks and sees
something red bobbing in the water.  It breaks free of the
current and floats toward where they are standing.

Tom jumps back in the water and swims toward the red object. 
He grabs it and struggles against the current, bringing it
back to shore.  It is a long, ripped piece of red fabric. 
Tom holds it up where Caleb can see it.  There is a picture
of a dragon on it, the same picture that was on Sam's tee-
shirt.

Caleb shakes his head. 

Jess approaches them, stumbling across the slick rocks on
the river's shore.  In her hand she holds a tennis shoe.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- DAY

The same tennis shoe rests on Sam's otherwise empty bed. 
Caleb sits distraught on his own bed and stares blankly at
the closet where Sam's closed wooden box rests on the shelf.

MONTAGE - THE SEARCH FOR SAM'S BODY

-- The barbed wire fence near the forest is lined with police
tape.  Several cop cars sit parked in the field near the
forest.

-- Caleb stands up from his bed and walks to the window.  He
stares out the window blankly.

-- Volunteers walk along the edge of the river.  Several
hold on tightly to dog leashes, as dogs sniff at the ground.

-- Caleb walks from the window to his drawing desk and sits
down.  He picks up a pencil and starts to draw.  He quickly
stops and sets the pencil down.  
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The pencil rolls off the desk and into the floor.  Caleb
does not move to pick it up.

-- A mother walks with her two young sons down main street,
past a newspaper vending machine.  On the cover is a photo
of Sam.  The headline reads, "Local Authorities Fear The
Worst."

-- Caleb walks from the drawing desk, back to his bed and
sits down.  He looks down at the nightstand beside his bed
at a photo of himself and Sam standing together smiling.

EXT. WATTS' HOUSE -- NIGHT

Flashes of heat lightning streak across the sky.  A police
car sits in the driveway with its engine running and its
headlights on.

INT. WATTS' HOUSE -- NIGHT

Caleb's parents, SUZANNE and FRANK WATTS, stand in the front
hallway with a POLICE OFFICER.  His radio occasionally sounds
on his belt as he speaks.  Suzanne dabs at her eyes.  She is
in her bathrobe.  Frank stands with his back against the
wall, stiff like a statue and nods solemnly as the police
officer speaks.

OFFICER
I'm real sorry.

SUZANNE
So that's it?  That's all you can
do?

The officer shifts nervously on his feet.  He doesn't look
Suzanne in the eyes.

OFFICER
We'll keep looking.  We're doing our
best.

FRANK
What about the divers?

OFFICER
They searched for several hundred
feet, but there was no sign of a
body.

Suzanne winces.

SUZANNE
But he's got to be out there.  What
if he's still alive?
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The officer frowns awkwardly and lets out a long sigh.  

OFFICER
We'll try again in the morning, when
there's light.  It's too dangerous
down there at night.

SUZANNE
But you are giving up tonight?

OFFICER
We'll keep on it as best as we can. 
But you should brace yourselves for
the ...

The officer looks at Suzanne.  Her eyes are full of anger. 
The officer shifts his gaze to Frank.  The officer uses his
eyes to entreat for Frank's help.

OFFICER
Well, there's the chance we may never
find him.

FRANK
We know officer.  Thanks for your
help.

Suzanne glares at Frank as the officer turns to leave.  Frank
opens the door for him.

Frank closes the door and looks out the small window in the
door to watch the officer walk away.

Suzanne steps up to him and starts yelling.

SUZANNE
You're as bad as all of them.

FRANK
Suzanne.

SUZANNE
You're giving up on our son.  What
if he's just lost?  What if he's
hurt?

FRANK
You know I haven't given up.  It's
just that --

SUZANNE
Just that what?  You think he's dead, 
like all the papers are saying.

FRANK
Just stop it.
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SUZANNE
You're supposed to be his father. 
You're supposed to stand by him.

FRANK
It's not like this is any easier for
me.  I loved him too.

Suzanne raises her voice.

SUZANNE
Loved?  Loved?

FRANK
You know what I meant.

SUZANNE
I can't believe it.  Of all people.

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb sits on his bed, with his back against the headboard. 
He holds a Superman comic book in his hands.  His eyes peer
over the top of the comic book to the closed door that leads
into the hallway, where his parents can be heard fighting.

FRANK  (O.S.)
It doesn't make it any easier going
around deluding ourselves.

SUZANNE (O.S.)
I don't think it's delusional to
wish my son is alive.

FRANK   (O.S.)
YOUR son?  What am I then?

SUZANNE  (O.S.)
I don't know.  You tell me.  You're
certainly not acting like his father.

Caleb puts the comic down on a nightstand beside his bed and
glances at the photo of him and Sam together.  Caleb's eyes
roam from the portrait up to Sam's bed, where there is still
a faint imprint left from Sam's sleeping body.

FRANK (O.S.)
Well if you hadn't let them go in
the woods.

SUZANNE  (O.S.)
You going to keep bringing that up?

FRANK  (O.S.)
Well why shouldn't I?  You let it
happen.



20

SUZANNE  (O.S.)
I didn't know they were going to be
so stupid.

Caleb starts humming a song to himself, still looking at
Sam's side of the room.  His eyes rove across G.I Joe figures
that lay strewn about, like the aftermath from a great battle. 
Lightning illuminates the figures, like distant bombs.  The
STORM grows louder outside.  The words from Frank and
Suzanne's arguing turn into a blur, as a tear runs down
Caleb's cheek.  

A door SLAMS shut in the distance.

Caleb climbs off the bed and peers out his window.  Through
the rain he can see the distorted image of Frank climbing
into his car and slamming the door.  The car headlights turn
on.

Sam hears his mother CRYING faintly through his bedroom wall.

Another door SLAMS elsewhere in the house.  Caleb turns toward
the sound and then turns his head back to the window.

The headlights back up into the main road and drive off into
the dark night.  Caleb keeps looking out the window at the
falling rain.

Caleb turns away from the window and climbs back onto his
bed.  He pulls the chain cord that dangles from the lamp on
his nightstand, but nothing happens.

Only bluish moonlight and lighting flashes illuminate the
room.  The rain running down the window makes snake-trail
shadows slither down the wall-paper and across Caleb's face.

THUNDER BOOMS.  Caleb jumps.

He looks across the room at the light switch on the opposite
side of the room and slowly removes the covers from his body. 
He swings both feet out of the bed and pauses for a moment
to get his courage before putting them to the ground.

He takes a deep breath and jumps from the bed suddenly,
running as fast as he can to the light switch.

Click!  Click!  Click!

He toggles it in both directions several times, but nothing
happens.

He runs back to his bed and pulls his blankets up to his
neck.  He peers over to his brother's empty bed.  There is a
portrait of his brother smiling at him, illuminated by a
sudden flash of lightning.

CLINK!
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Caleb hears a faint sound, like metal on metal.

His eyes drift above the portrait and refocus on the closet
behind the portrait. The door is open, and the closet is
dark inside.

Caleb eyes the closet door for a moment.  He slowly starts
removing the blanket from his legs and sits up in bed.

CLANG!  CLANG!

Caleb jumps.  The sound comes from inside the closet.  He
lies back down in bed and pulls the covers up to his neck
again, not taking his eyes off the closet.

Lightning illuminates the room, as Caleb's eyes make out the
figure of someone standing in the back of his closet.  His
eyes widen.  His breathing quickens.

THUNDER BOOMS!

Caleb gasps, pulling the Superman blanket up to his head, so
that only his eyes peer out over the top.

Another flash of lighting illuminates the room.

The figure moves.

CLANK!  CLANK!

The wire clothes hangers bang together like some eerie wind
chimes.  Caleb squints his eyes, trying to see in the dark.

THE SHADOW wraps itself around the edges of the closet door
frame.  Slowly it moves along the wall.

As lightning flashes the shadow disappears.  Caleb scans the
room with his eyes, but sees no one who could cast the shadow. 
His breathing slows slightly.

As the room gets dark again, Caleb sees the shadow in the
moonlight.  It's the shadow of a man walking toward him,
with arms outstretched.

Reaching further and further toward him.

Lightning flashes, then darkness again.  The shadow's arms
reach further toward Caleb.  Caleb dives under his blankets.

All is dark.

Caleb can hear only the RAT TAT TAT of rain hitting the window
pane above him.

Lighting flashes and illuminates the figure of Superman on
the sheets above Caleb.
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Then the light fades.

Superman is darkened by a shadow looming over Caleb.  From
underneath the sheets, Caleb makes out two arms reaching for
him, grasping for the sheets that are protecting him.

Caleb screams.

The sheets are torn from him.  Hands grab him around the
shoulders.

SUZANNE
Shhh!  It's just me.

With the next flash of lighting, Caleb sees his mother's
tired face.  Her face is stained from tears and her hair is
disheveled.  It falls in front of her eyes, as she stoops
down beside Caleb's bed.

Caleb is out of breath.

CALEB
You scared me.

SUZANNE
Sorry.  I thought you were asleep
already.  Here.

Suzanne places a flashlight on the nightstand.

SUZANNE
The power's out.  I don't know how
long it will be out for, but I thought
you might need this.

There is an unusually awkward moment of silence between them.

CALEB
Mom?

SUZANNE
Yeah?

CALEB
Where did Dad go?

Suzanne is silent.  She looks away from Caleb to the floor.

SUZANNE
He just stepped out for a bit.

Suzanne starts to leave the room but Caleb calls after her.

CALEB
Mom?
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SUZANNE
Yeah?

CALEB
Can I sleep in your room tonight?

Suzanne takes a while before answering, just hovering in the
doorway.

SUZANNE
I don't know when your dad will come
in.

Caleb looks at her with pleading eyes.

SUZANNE
You know I don't mind.  I just don't
know what kind of mood he'll be in.

CALEB
Okay.

Suzanne leaves the doorway.  The light from her flashlight
fades around the corner, then reappears again as she pokes
her head back in the doorway.

SUZANNE
Sorry.

Caleb answers with a soft voice.

CALEB
I know.

The light from Suzanne's flashlight disappears from the
doorway as she walks away.  Caleb lies back down on his bed
and looks over to the open closet.  He reaches over to the
nightstand, fumbling for the flashlight his mother left him. 
He grabs it and shines it into the closet.

NOTHING--

Except clothes hanging from wire hangers on both sides of
the closet.

He shines the flashlight further up toward the top of the
closet, where it shines on the top shelf.

Sam's wooden box is open.

EXT. TROUT POND -- DAY

A large pond is surrounded by a dirt trail and wooden benches.
Caleb and Jess sit beside each other on a wooden bench near
the pond.  Tom skips stones across the water.
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JESS
So they said they're not going to
look anymore?

CALEB
They think animals probably got to
him.

JESS
I hate the newspapers.  They've
started talking about the other time.

Caleb sits silent for a moment and waits for Jess to continue.

JESS
And how they never found that kid
even though they searched for
months...

CALEB
I just wish they'd keep looking.  I
mean, just in case.

Tom turns from skipping stones to face Jess.

TOM
He knew how to find his way home in
the woods.

JESS
But maybe he's hurt somewhere.

Jess stares at Tom, as he goes back to skipping stones.

CALEB
I don't know.  I guess there isn't
much chance he's alive.  Like Tom
said, he could find his way back if
he was.

Jess looks up at Caleb.

JESS
It just doesn't seem like he could
be gone.

CALEB
No, it doesn't.

Caleb sits silently watching ripples in the water.  Jared
emerges from the woods carrying a shoe-box with a skull and
crossbones drawn on the side in black ink.

JARED
Wait till you guys see this.
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JESS
Ooh, I'm scared already.

JARED
No, just wait.  It's cool.

JESS
This isn't another of your science
fair experiments is it?

JARED
I don't think the school would allow
this.  Just stay where you are.

Jared motions Jess to stay sitting down.

JARED
You guys might want to go over to
where she is too.

CALEB
Why?

JARED
You'll see.

Jared removes the lid from the shoe box revealing what looks
like three home-made miniature sticks of dynamite.

JESS
What the hell is that?

JARED
Eric's older brother showed me how
to make them.

JESS
I think you've been spending too
much time at Eric's lately.

Jared takes a silver lighter out of his pants pocket and
flips the lid open.

JARED
You might want to cover your ears.

He lights the fuse.  Sparks shoot from the end of the homemade
bomb.  Jared runs to the pond's edge and waits, his eyes
widening.  Jess plugs her ears.

BOOM!  The small stick explodes, letting off a large cloud
of white smoke.  Caleb jumps. Jared giggles madly.  

JESS
It stinks.

Caleb holds his shirt up to his mouth.
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JARED
Awesome huh?

JESS
(sarcastically)

I'm ... uh ... speechless.

JARED
I'm thinking about putting one in
the Stevenson's front yard tonight.

TOM
Isn't that illegal?

JARED
Probably.

Caleb speaks through his shirt.

CALEB
How did you make them?

JARED
A good magician never reveals his
secrets.

TOM
That wasn't magic.  That was ...

JESS
Stupid.

Jared nods as if satisfied.

JARED
I'm going to make up a bunch for
this weekend.

CALEB
Why?

TOM
For attracting the cops.

JARED
Protection.

JESS
In Stopgap Falls?  Ha!

TOM
Protection from what?  A zombie?

Jess, Caleb, and Tom laugh.
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JARED
You guys were there too.  I can't
help it you didn't see it.

Tom points his finger at his temple and moves it in a spiral,
making the international sign for insanity.

CALEB
Can I have your comics when they
lock you up?

JARED
I guess you haven't heard about that
convict then, the one who escaped
from Johnson City?

TOM
What convict?

JARED
Said he killed thirteen people ...

Jared's voice drops.

JARED
In two weeks.

TOM
Bull.

JARED
Yeah him.  Billy Bull.  Once a model
citizen, now a madman on the loose. 
Of course, it's just a pseudonym.

CALEB
A what?

TOM
I don't believe you.

JESS
You made that name up.

JARED
No, really.

JESS
You're full of it.

JARED
I can't help it if you guys don't
believe me.  You'll be glad when I
come and rescue you someday.
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JESS
As if.  More like we'll be rescuing
you from prison.

Caleb looks a bit startled and glances down at his watch. 
The time is 3:50.

CALEB
I've got to go.

TOM
Why?

CALEB
I promised my mom I'd be somewhere
at four.

EXT. DOWNTOWN STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

Caleb walks down main street. The buildings on either side
of the road look as if they are from an old postcard.  Caleb
walks past a few shops on his way to --

EXT. LARGE CHURCH -- DAY

A stone church rises majestically above all the other
buildings along main street.  Atop its steeple is a large
cross.

Caleb steps up to the door as if a bit confused.  He tries
the door.  It doesn't budge. 

He then notices a smaller side door just beside the main
door.  He pushes on the door and goes inside the church.

INT. CHURCH -- DAY

Caleb walks up a spiral staircase.  Light streams in on both
sides from windows inset into the white walls.  When he gets
to the top of the stairs, he walks down a long hallway.

INT. PASTOR SORRESBY'S OFFICE -- DAY

PASTOR SORRESBY, an older man with graying hair, sits behind
a large desk.  A large wooden cross sits on the wall behind
his desk.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Candy?

Pastor Sorresby lifts the lid from a large candy jar on top
of his desk and motions for Caleb to take some.
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PASTOR SORRESBY
Someone has to help me eat all this. 
I don't know why my secretary thinks
I need all of it.

He motions to his stomach.

PASTOR SORRESBY
As you can see, I clearly don't.

Caleb smiles uncomfortably.  The pastor smiles back.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I'm glad you came, Caleb.  For a
minute I wasn't sure you were going
to make it.  I used to hate talking
with ministers.

Pastor Sorresby leans forward in his chair.  Caleb doesn't
look at the pastor and he doesn't speak.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Of course, I was usually in trouble.

Pastor Sorresby chuckles to himself.  He lets out a deep
sigh before speaking again.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Your brother was a good boy.

Caleb finally looks at the pastor.  Their eyes meet.  The
pastor smiles warmly.

PASTOR SORRESBY
It's hard when someone you love leaves
you unexpectedly.  Believe me, I
know.

Caleb looks away from the pastor slightly.

PASTOR SORRESBY
You may even want to blame yourself
at times.  Am I right?

Caleb's face is like stone, as if he doesn't want any emotion
to show through.

Pastor Sorresby remains silent for a moment, as if waiting
for Caleb to speak.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Did you know that a few years back
something similar happened?

Caleb nods slowly.
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PASTOR SORRESBY
There was a boy, about your age named
Adam, playing near the train tracks.

The pastor shakes his head slowly.

PASTOR SORRESBY
He should have been more careful. 
No kid should be playing on the tracks
like that.  You can imagine what
happened.  

The pastor reaches up to his desk and nervously straightens
a few pens.  Caleb watches his every move.

PASTOR SORRESBY
His mom shut down after they found
him.  She stopped leaving her house. 
She stopped talking to people.

Caleb leans forward in his chair, clearly interested.

PASTOR SORRESBY
She had an older son too.  He was
kind of different from most kids. 
It was hardest on him, losing a
brother, and seeing his mom like
that.

Caleb slowly nods his head.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Somehow, Hadley got it into his head
that maybe he could bring his brother
back.

CALEB
Hadley?

PASTOR SORRESBY
That was his name.  Maybe you've
heard of him.  Well, I don't know
what he was thinking.  I guess no
one ever will.  He was mentally
handicapped.  He was a real lonely
kind of kid, kind of kept to himself
after his brother died.  He didn't
have good friends like you do.

Caleb nods.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I wish I would have known, so I could
have reached out to him somehow.  We
all wish we would have done things
differently.
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CALEB
Why?  What happened?

PASTOR SORRESBY
One day Hadley disappeared too.

Caleb's eyes focus on the Pastor.

CALEB
They never found him either?

PASTOR SORRESBY
Never did.  His mother didn't last
too long after that.

CALEB
What happened to her?

PASTOR SORRESBY
She just couldn't bear the pain of
losing two sons.

Pastor Sorresby glances away from Caleb.

CALEB
She killed herself?

The pastor is silent for a moment, before he quickly glances
at his watch.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Your parents will be here soon. Do
you know why I would choose to tell
you such a strange and sad story?

CALEB
I'm not sure.

PASTOR SORRESBY
It's hard.  I know it's hard, but
you have to say goodbye.  It's
something Hadley's mother never could
do.  And she suffered for it, and
Hadley suffered too.  This whole
town has suffered.

Pastor Sorresby stares forcefully into Caleb's eyes as he
speaks.

PASTOR SORRESBY
And I don't want you to suffer any
more than you have to.  When you
hurt deep down inside, and everything
seems to be going wrong, I want you
to remember Hadley.  I don't want
you to make a choice you'll regret,
like the one he made.
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Caleb stares deep into the pastor's eyes.  His eyes drift to
the window behind the pastor, where the sun streams in.

INT. WATTS' LIVING ROOM -- DAY

Suzanne is sitting on a large sofa, while Frank stands several
feet in front of her.  It is the type of living room that is
in need of remodeling, a room that isn't used much.

SUZANNE
I don't care what people think.  I
tell you, it could have been him.

FRANK
How?  How could it be him?  You think
Sam is just going to go wandering
around town for no apparent reason.

SUZANNE
Well, what if he forgot who he is?

Caleb walks in through the front door.  His parents stop
talking immediately, and look at him as if petrified that he
overheard them.

SUZANNE
How did your visit with the pastor
go?

CALEB
Good.

SUZANNE
That's good.

CALEB
Yeah.

They all stand staring at each other awkwardly.  Frank
grimaces. Caleb waits a moment before leaving the room.

SUZANNE (O.S.)
There's some dinner in the fridge
you can warm up.

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- DAY

Caleb sits at an art desk by the window drawing on a piece
of unlined paper.  On the paper is a drawing of Caleb and
Sam together.   Through the wall, Caleb can hear Suzanne and
Frank arguing.
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FRANK  (O.S.)
You know every time you do something
like this, it just makes it harder
on him too.

Suzanne's answer is muffled, hardly audible.

SUZANNE (O.S.)
I couldn't help it.

FRANK (O.S.)
It hurts ever time you go and say
he's alive.  It's like I have to
start reliving it all over again.

SUZANNE  (O.S.)
You think it hasn't been hard on me?

Caleb puts his pencil down and just listens.  A tear rolls
down his cheek as his father talks.

FRANK  (O.S.)
He can't be alive Suzanne.  They've
looked everywhere.  

Suzanne raises her voice.

SUZANNE (O.S.)
You've given up on him.  It's like
you want us all to just forget about
him.

FRANK  (O.S.)
No, I just want the hurting to stop.

SUZANNE (O.S.)
And hiding all of Sam's old pictures
is how you want to do it?

FRANK (O.S.)
What are you talking about?

SUZANNE (O.S.)
Don't think I didn't notice.

Caleb looks over to his nightstand to where the picture of
Sam once was.  The nightstand is bare.

Caleb walks over to his nightstand and grabs the telephone.
The sounds of his parents' fighting grows louder.  He turns
on his television and turns up the volume, trying to drown
out the sound of his parents fighting.
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INT. WATTS' LIVING ROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb steps into the living room.  Suzanne is passed out on
the sofa.  A bottle of sleeping pills sits on the table next
to the sofa.  Caleb grabs the bottle and walks out of the
living room.

INT. WATTS' BATHROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb opens the medicine cabinet and sets the pill bottle on
the shelf.  He swings the medicine cabinet door closed and
walks to the bathroom window.  He looks outside and notices
there are no cars in the drive way.

EXT. CALEB'S HOUSE -- NIGHT

It is a very dark night except for a full moon.  Caleb's
house is silhouetted against the night sky.  Caleb's bedroom
window is the only source of light coming from the house.

Through the window, a large red dome tent is visible.  It is
lit from within, looking like a large Chinese lantern.  The
silhouettes of Caleb and Tom can be seen moving on the outside
of the tent, like a magic lantern show.

INT. DOME TENT -- NIGHT

The two boys sit on top of their sleeping bags talking.  A
battery operated lantern hangs from the gear loft of the
tent.  Snack wrappers are strewn across the tent floor.

CALEB
All we need is a CD of crickets to
play on the stereo.

TOM
Yeah, and I could let loose a jar of
lightning bugs in your room.

CALEB
My mom would kill us.  She hates
bugs.

Both boys sit silent for a moment.  They look rather tired,
like small children fighting off sleep.  Tom breaks the
silence.

TOM
Nothing beats camping indoors.

CALEB
Except camping outdoors.
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TOM
My parents said I can't go to the
falls anymore.

CALEB
Yeah.  I promised the pastor I
wouldn't go either.

TOM
Are you still going to go?

CALEB
I want to.  We haven't been back
there yet, you know?

TOM
Yeah.

CALEB
Plus, my parents probably won't even
notice I'm gone.  They're too busy
yelling at each other.

Tom stares at Caleb.  He looks concerned.

CALEB
Mom thinks she saw Sam.

TOM
Again?  

CALEB
At the Farmers' Market.

TOM
Where you with her?

CALEB
No.

TOM
Maybe it was someone who looked liked
him.

At the end of an awkward silence, Caleb unzips his sleeping
bag and slowly climbs in.

TOM
You going to bed?

CALEB
Yeah.

Tom reaches up and turns the lantern off.  There is still a
bit of light coming from outside the tent.
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TOM
We forgot to turn off the tv.

Tom gets up and starts to unzip the tent door.

TAP.  TAP.  TAP.  The sound comes from the window-pane.

TOM
Shhhh.  Did you hear that?

Tom freezes in fear.  Caleb sits up in his sleeping bag.

TAP.  TAP.  TAP.  It's louder this time.

TOM
Sounds like someone's at the window.

CALEB
You think they're trying to break
in?

Tom points up to the gear loft.

TOM
(whispering)

Did you put your knife in there?

Caleb shakes his head no. Tom unzips the tent slowly.

TOM
Should I just stick my head out and
see if I see anything?

CALEB
I don't know.

Just then, both of them hear a voice through the window.

VOICE (O.S.)
Caleb.

Tom turns around and looks at Caleb.

TOM
Who was that?

CALEB
Just peek out and look.

VOICE  (O.S.)
Caleb.

CALEB
It sounds like Jess.
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INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb steps out of the tent slowly and looks at the window.

Jess stands outside the window with her hands pressed against
the glass, trying to peer in through the darkness.

Caleb opens the window.  They all whisper.

CALEB
What are you doing?

Caleb looks closely at Jess and sees tear trails on her face.

CALEB
What's wrong?

JESS
Can I come in?

Caleb helps Jess in through the window.  Tom pokes his head
out of the tent.

JESS
Tom?  What are you doing here.

TOM
Camping.  Can't you see?

Tom smiles at Jess.

CALEB
We got desperate. 

TOM
What are you doing, sneaking into
boys' windows at night?

JESS
Sorry. I just thought you might be
up.  I saw the light.  Can I hang
out here a while?

CALEB
Your dad know you're gone?

JESS
Yeah.

There is a pause.

CALEB
Is he looking for you?

Jess nods slowly.
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JESS
He's drunk.

CALEB
You can stay here.

JESS
What will your parents think?

CALEB
My dad's gone, and mom's out cold.

Caleb notices a large, red hand print on Jess' arm. Caleb
walks over to the bedroom door and locks it.

CALEB
You can have my bed.  Tom and I are
sleeping in the tent.

Jess looks worried.

JESS
I don't want to get you in trouble.

CALEB
Stay.

Jess climbs into bed and pulls the blankets over her, as Tom
turns off the television.  Only the light of the moon streams
through the window.

Tom and Caleb walk over to the tent and start to climb inside.

CALEB
So how often do you look in my bedroom
window at night?

Just then, there is the distinct sound of a twig snapping
outside the window.

CALEB
Shhhh.

Jess pulls the blankets over her head.

Tom and Caleb sit in silence, the light of the moon streaming
down on their faces.

CREAK!

Caleb, Tom, and Jess whisper.

CALEB
What should we do?

TOM
Here, get in the tent.
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JESS
He's crazy when he's drunk.

SMACK! The sound of someone hitting the pane of glass.

Jess pulls the covers down a bit and looks toward the window.

There is a shadow reflected against the glass.  Two hands
work at the window, trying to get it open.

CALEB
I don't think I locked it.

CREAK!  CREAK!  The window starts to open.  Jess pulls the
blankets over her head, trying to hide.

CALEB
What should we do?

There is a loud popping noise outside the window, like someone
knocking two pieces of wood together.

CRUNCH.  CRUNCH.  CRUNCH.  The sound of receding footprints
can be heard, as the dark figure disappears from the window.

Jess sits up in bed.

CALEB
That was close.

TOM
Hurry up and lock the window.

Caleb stands up and walks over to the window, motioning for
Jess to stay put.

CALEB
Oh my gosh.  He got it open.

Tom goes to the window, followed by Jess. The three of them
look out the open window.

CALEB
Shouldn't we stay away from the
window?  Can't he see us in here?

TOM
It's too dark.

They peer out the window.  Something moves near the tree. 
Tom squints his eyes together, straining to get a better
view.

TOM
What is that?  

He peers harder.
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TOM
Get the flashlight.

CALEB
But what if he's still out there?

Caleb runs back to the tent, digging through his bag and
emerges with a large red flashlight, the kind you buy in a
dollar store.  He turns on the switch and gives it a shake
before any light comes from it.  He shines it out the window.

Tom, Jess, and Caleb stare in fear out the window.

With the rope haphazardly wrapped around a limb, dangling
from the tree is a popped inner tube.

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- LATER

With the camp lantern once again turned on in the tent, the
outside of the dome tent glows a bright red, illuminating
the whole bedroom.

INT. DOME TENT -- NIGHT

Jess now sits in the tent with Caleb and Tom.

CALEB
Shouldn't we go get it?

TOM
You don't know who's out there.

Jess looks troubled.

JESS
Guys, there's something I never told
you.

The boys look confused.

JESS
Remember when Jared was trying to
tell me about the woods being haunted
by that boy who died?

TOM
Yeah.

CALEB
Hadley.

JESS
And none of us believed him?
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TOM
What, are you starting to believe
him now?

JESS
He said that anything you sent over
the falls would come back to you.

CALEB
What do you mean?

JESS
He said Eric lost a gun in the river
and it went over the falls, and the
next time he was in the woods it was
leaning against a tree.

TOM
Yeah, but that could have been
anybody.

JESS
I didn't believe it either, but Jared
said it happens a lot.  That Eric
and some of his friends tested it
out.  That they don't even like going
near the river anymore.

TOM
What do you think we should do?

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

The dome tent is still lit from within.  Caleb's room is
dark except for the light coming through the window.

The tent zipper moves.  Tom and Caleb climb out of the tent
slowly.  Jess steps out after them, holding the flashlight.

JESS
Shouldn't we all go?  In case they're
still out there?

CALEB
I want to see it.

TOM
Can't it wait until morning?

CALEB
I'm going.

Caleb steps up to the open window. A sudden blast of wind
blows his hair and makes him step back slightly.
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JESS
Let's just wait.

CALEB
Here, hold the light for a second

Jess stands behind Caleb and holds the light out the window,
as Caleb climbs out the window frame.

CALEB
Turn it off. It will draw attention. 
I'll take it.

Jess flips off the flashlight and hands it to Caleb.  She
and Tom watch open-mouthed.

EXT. WATTS' HOUSE -- NIGHT

A slight fog has risen.  Caleb dashes for the tree through
the fog.  A streetlight shines nearby, casting rays of light
down through the fog.  

Caleb leans his back against the tree, like a soldier hiding
in a war-zone.  He looks around.

The wind blows the tree limbs around the house. The bushes
move near Caleb.  He freezes. Fog swirls nearby.

A stray dog BARKS.  Caleb jumps.

He slowly circles around the tree, keeping his back against
the trunk.

The branch holding the rope is right in front of him.  He
reaches out to unravel the rope.

Something glimmers in the light at his feet. He stoops down
to pick it up. It looks like a Zippo lighter.

Caleb tugs at the inner tube, but it won't budge.  A twig
snaps nearby.  Caleb ducks behind the tree.  He breathes
heavily.

Jess and Tom watch with terror from the open window.

Caleb inches his way back around the tree trunk, getting
closer to the inner tube.  He tugs at the knot holding the
tube to the rope.

Another twig breaks nearby.  Caleb pulls his body next to
the tree and waits in silence.  His breathing slows.  He
turns on the flashlight and shines it directly on the inner
tube.  He moves the flashlight quickly over the tube.  The
light illuminates a yellow lightning bolt painted on the
inner-tube.
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Caleb quickly untangles the rope from the tree and grabs the
inner-tube.

Just then, an arm reaches from the side of the tree and grabs
Caleb.  He screams.

Jess gasps.  Tom jumps out of the open window and heads for
Caleb.

Caleb kicks and swings his arms madly as a man drags him
backwards toward the woods. 

Caleb kicks the man's foot and the man stumbles forward,
letting go of Caleb.  Tom throws a large rock at the man and
it hits him in the head.  He grunts.

Dogs BARK wildly in the distance.

MAN
Where is she?

It is Jess' dad, RAY REEVES.  He raises his voice.

RAY
I know she's here, that no good bitch!

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Jess sees her dad fighting with Caleb and Tom and ducks her
head down behind the windowsill.

EXT. WATTS' HOUSE -- NIGHT

Caleb grabs the inner-tube from where he dropped it and runs
for the open window.  Tom follows closely behind him.  They
scramble to get in the window just as a neighbor's front
porch light switches on and the front door opens.

NEIGHBOR  (O.S.)
Ray, is that you?  You want me to
call the cops?

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb and Tom drop to the floor from the windowsill.  

CALEB
That was a close one.

The three friends catch their breath and look down in the
floor at the popped inner tube Caleb dragged in from the
tree.
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CALEB
It's the same one.

Jess looks frightened. Caleb runs his hand over the popped
tube.

JESS
Who do you think did it?

TOM
And how did they find it?

CALEB
You think it could be him?

TOM
Guys, look.

On the floor, near the window, something glimmers on the
floor.  Tom grabs it and holds it in the light.  It's a silver
Zippo lighter with the initials "JM" scratched in the back.

TOM
Recognize this?

JESS
It's Jared's lighter.

CALEB
So?

TOM
It's a bit suspicious, don't you
think?  The ghost stories and all.

Caleb is silent as the two of them talk.  He seems to be
lost in thought.

JESS
But Jared wouldn't do that.  He's
our friend.

TOM
I don't know.

The three friends walk over to the open window, and Caleb
quickly pulls the window frame down.

A muddy hand print drips down the glass.

EXT. ABANDONED PARKING LOT -- DAY

Tom and Caleb walk down a street on the outskirts of town. 
Tom motions for Caleb to stop walking.  Tom points toward an
abandoned parking lot on the opposite side of the road.
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A tall fence surrounds three sides of the parking lot, where
there are more pot-holes than cars. Peeling concert posters
and several signs for a county fair line the walls.  Jared
is spray-painting over the posters.

TOM
Stay here a minute.

CALEB
Why?

TOM
I need to talk to Jared about
something.

Caleb watches as Tom quickly runs across the road.  Jared
looks up from spray-painting graffiti on the walls.  He smiles
at Tom.  Tom keeps his voice low.

TOM
What were you thinking, screwing
with Caleb like that?

Tom glares at Jared.

JARED
What are you talking about?

Tom holds the lighter out.

TOM
You left this.

JARED
Where did you find that?  I thought
I gave it to Sam.

TOM
In my yard last night.

Jared looks confused.  He glances across the street and sees
Caleb standing there watching them.

TOM
Next to the tube. Don't act like you
don't know what I'm talking about.

Jared looks more confused.

JARED
You found the tube? 

TOM
I hope you're happy. Caleb thinks
Sam did it.
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JARED
Did what?  Why doesn't he come over
here?

Jared points to Caleb.

TOM
Because he doesn't want to see you.

JARED
Why?

TOM
Just stay away from us.  We don't
need you getting your kicks off of
us, trying to scare us.

JARED
I still don't know what you're talking
about.

TOM
Just stay away from him.

Tom throws the lighter across the parking lot where it skids
to a stop.

TOM
There's your lighter back.

Tom quickly runs back across the road and joins Caleb.

CALEB
What was all that about?

TOM
Don't worry about it.  It's nothing.

EXT. THE SNACK BOX RESTAURANT -- DAY

The restaurant rests just off the road.  "The Snack Box" is
written on an old sign atop a rusted pole.  The parking lot
is full of cars.  

INT. THE SNACK BOX RESTAURANT -- DAY

The restaurant is crowded with people waiting for their lunch
to be served.  The waitresses each have on white uniforms
and little paper caps.  It looks like an old diner from the
1950s.  An old jukebox sits beside the entrance door.

Caleb, Tom, and Jess sit at a table in a corner.

JESS
So, where did you put the tube?
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CALEB
I hid it in my closet.

JESS
Don't you think we should tell
someone?

CALEB
They'll just think we're crazy.

JESS
But the cops might be able to figure
out who did it.

TOM
I told you who did it.

JESS
I still don't think it was Jared.

TOM
Look at who we're talking about. 
And what about the lighter?

Jess sits silently for a moment.

CALEB
What if the stories are true, about
the woods being haunted? 

Jess and Tom stare at Caleb, but remain silent, as if they
don't know what to say.

CALEB
What if it's some kind of message
from Sam?

JESS
Yeah, but why would Sam do something
like that?  Why the inner tube?

Jess looks up startled to see a WAITRESS has come to the
table.

WAITRESS
Do y'all know what you want to drink?

The friends maintain their composure, acting like there is
nothing out of the ordinary about their previous conversation.

JESS
Uh ... I'll have a cherry.

TOM
Sweet tea.
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CALEB
I'll have cherry too.

WAITRESS
Alright.  I'll be right back to get
your orders.

JESS
Thanks.

Once the waitress is gone, Caleb leans into the table and
talks quietly.

CALEB
There is one way for us to find out.

TOM
What?

CALEB
We go back to the falls tonight.

JESS
But what if someone finds out we
went back there?

CALEB
No one will know, not even Jared. 
If the stories are true, whatever we
send over the falls will come back.

EXT. BY THE RIVERBANK -- DAY

Two backpacks lie on the ground. Caleb and Tom finish setting
up the dome tent.  They drive stakes in the ground and set
up guy-lines as they talk.  The river flows in the background.

TOM
What are we going to do if the cops
come by?

CALEB
They won't come this far from the
falls.

Caleb and Tom hear the sound of someone walking over dead
twigs and leaves in the woods.  They both look up, as Jess
tosses her backpack down beside the other two.

CALEB
I thought you said your dad grounded
you.

JESS
He did.
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CALEB
Well?

JESS
Well what?  I'm here aren't I?

TOM
As long as he doesn't come looking
for you again.

JESS
He went out with some friends of
his.  He probably won't even make it
back.

Jess gives an awkward smile.

JESS
How did you two fool your parents
into letting you come?

Caleb smiles at Jess.

CALEB
We went out to play laser-tag with
Danny, and then we're staying the
night at his house.

JESS
Oh. I see.

She looks confused.

JESS
And what if either of your parents
call Danny's house?

TOM
Problem solved. Danny's family went
to Florida this week.  Our parents
will just think we're still out
playing laser-tag, or that we went
to sleep already.  They don't have
an answering machine.  We checked.

JESS
You guys scare me sometimes.

EXT. BY THE RIVERBANK -- LATER

The sky turns orange, as the sun begins to set.  Caleb holds
the RC boat in his hands, the boat he and Sam bought together. 
He sets it down on the riverbank.

JESS
You sure you want to do this?
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CALEB
Yeah, but hold on.  I have an idea.

Caleb runs back to his backpack and digs in the front pocket,
pulling out a scrap of notebook paper and an ink pen.  He
pauses for a minute before writing something on the paper. 
He quickly folds the note. 

Caleb then walks back to the riverbank and picks up the boat,
sliding the note inside one of the boat's open windows. 

Caleb stoops beside the river.  He whispers.

CALEB
It's half yours, remember.

Caleb releases the boat in the current.  The three friends
are silhouetted against the setting sun.

The boat floats along the river and out of sight.

EXT. FOREST NEAR STOPGAP FALLS -- NIGHT

CRICKETS CHIRP.  The woods are dark around the tent.  Light
from a battery-powered lantern illuminates the dome tent.

INT. DOME TENT -- NIGHT

Caleb and Tom sit on top of their sleeping bags, playing a
card game.  Jess glances at them over the top of a comic
book as she lies in her sleeping bag.  Cards are strewn around
the tent floor.

Caleb laughs as he turns a card over.

CALEB
My Dark Mage decimates your
Blademaster. That's uh ... 200 to
75, isn't it?

Tom does not look amused. Jess turns a page in her comic.

JESS
Are you guys about finished?

CALEB
We might as well be.  Your turn.

Tom looks bewildered.  He looks at the cards in his hand,
and then to the cards on the sleeping bag.  Then he looks
back to the cards in his hand.  He bites his bottom lip.

CALEB
Go already.
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TOM
Shut up!  I'm thinking.

Caleb smiles and nods to Jess, who looks amused by the whole
card game.

TOM
Fine.  I give up.  You win.  Happy?

Tom holds his cards out to Caleb, who takes one and
ceremoniously rips it in half in front of Tom's wide eyes.  

CALEB
I am now.

Tom looks as if he swallowed a frog.

TOM
That was my best card.

CALEB
I know.

Caleb and Tom gather up the cards.  Jess puts down her comic.

JESS
Aren't you guys just a little nervous
about being out here?

TOM
Yeah, sure.

Caleb nods.

JESS
I kind of hope nothing happens.

They sit in awkward silence before Jess speaks, changing the
subject to something more lightweight.

JESS
Have you ever wondered if two twin
brothers married twin sisters, would
their kids look the same?

TOM
Can't say I have.

JESS
I was just thinking about it the
other day.

Jess is quiet for a moment.  She looks up to Caleb, then
speaks softly.

JESS
I was thinking about you and Sam.
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TOM
But they don't look alike.

JESS
Yeah, but they're still twins.

The faint SOUND OF CRICKETS is suddenly interrupted by a
BOOMING SOUND, much like a shotgun firing in the distance.

Jess sits up.

JESS
What was that?

TOM
Probably just some hunters.

Caleb looks worried.

CALEB
It's not hunting season.

JESS
Shhh.

They sit and listen.  CRICKETS CHIRP.

TOM
I'm sure it's nothing to worry about.

BOOM!  The sound is much louder.

Tom flinches.  Caleb's eyes widen.

JESS
That was pretty close.

TOM
Maybe we should leave.

CALEB
No ... wait.

Caleb places his ear against the tent fabric.  Caleb hears
the sound of FOOTSTEPS in the dry leaves just outside the
tent.

Caleb whispers.

CALEB
Someone's out there.

There is a sound from outside the tent, much louder this
time, like something rustling through the leaves.  They glance
at each other in fear.

Jess whispers.
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JESS
The back window.

Caleb looks to the back of the tent.  The window flap is
unzipped and hanging wide open.  Caleb slowly creeps to the
window, and peers outside.

Through the window, Caleb makes out the silhouette of someone
standing near the river.  The person walks toward the tent.

Caleb slowly zips the tent window, trying to move the zipper
as quietly as he can.

A low, eerie voice sounds from outside the tent.

VOICE (O.S.)
Tom.  

Tom sits up in the tent.

VOICE  (O.S.)
Come to me Tom!

TOM
That asshole!

Tom quickly unzips the tent flap and climbs outside.

EXT. BY THE RIVERBANK -- NIGHT

Tom shines a flashlight in the direction of the voice.  The
light hits Jared, who stands outside the tent, with one of
his homemade bombs held by his side.  Tom keeps his distance.

TOM
I told you to stay away.

JARED
I don't know what you're up to, but
I don't appreciate being left out.

TOM
You here to pull another one of your
tricks?  Is that what you want?  You
want to scare Caleb again.

JARED
No, I'm just here for you.

Tom pulls a stake out of the ground and holds it between him
and Jared.

TOM
Just leave.  Leave!
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JARED
I'll give you something to be scared
about.

Jared holds out one of his homemade bombs menacingly. Caleb
and Jess climb out of the tent.

JESS
No, Jared.

Jared looks dazed, as he holds the bomb up in the air.  He
takes the lighter out of his pocket and holds it next to the
fuse.

CALEB
Stop, you two.

Jared lights the fuse and throws the bomb at Tom.  Tom screams
and falls to the ground.

TOM
No!

The fuse goes out. Nothing happens.  Jared leers at Tom, who
gets up, rage building on his face.

JARED
Scared now?

Tom rushes for Jared, pushing him to the ground.  The two
boys roll on the ground, throwing punches at anything they
can make contact with.

Jared bites Tom's ear. Tom screams.

JESS
Stop!

Caleb rushes to their side and tries to pull the two fighting
boys off each other.  Several punches hit him in the chest. 
Caleb crawls away from the fighting boys.  Jess tugs at Tom's
arm.

TOM
Stop it.  Get off of me!

Behind the fighting boys, Caleb glimpses someone walking
behind the line of trees.  The person vanishes into the
darkness.

Caleb slowly stands up.  The others don't notice Caleb slowly
walking away.

JESS
Stop it Jared!
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INT. DARK FOREST -- NIGHT

The sound of the fighting boys and Jess' shouting can be
heard faintly in the background.

Caleb reaches in his pants pocket and takes out a small LED
flashlight.  He fumbles with it.  It emits a faint bluish
light.  He shakes it, but it gets no brighter.  Caleb turns
the light off, but keeps it in his hand, as he walks slowly.

CRACK!

The sound of a twig breaking is not far from him.  Caleb
stoops down low.

CRUNCH!  CRUNCH!  CRUNCH!

Caleb hears the sound of footsteps in the dry leaves.  They
are very close.

EXT. BY THE RIVERBANK -- NIGHT

The two boys continue to fight, but with less intensity. 
Jess looks up suddenly.

JESS
Where's Caleb?

The two boys stop fighting, as quickly as they started. 
Jared pants as he speaks.

JARED
He's not here?

EXT. DARK FOREST -- NIGHT

Caleb breaths heavily, as twigs snap behind him.  He puts
his hand in front of his mouth to try and muffle the sound
of his breathing.  The sound of his friends can be heard
faintly in the background.

JARED/JESS/TOM  (O.S.)
Caleb!  Caleb!

Caleb doesn't dare answer them, as the sound of crunching
leaves grows closer.  Caleb holds out the flashlight in the
direction of the noise, but does not turn it on.

The FOOTSTEPS stop.

Caleb can hear the sound of someone breathing just behind
his head.

He whirls around, and shines the flashlight.
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A dark figure moves behind a tree.  Caleb continues shining
the light in the direction of the movement.

CALEB
Hello?

EXT. RIVERBANK -- NIGHT

Jared, Tom, and Jess come to a stop.  They are all out of
breath.

JESS
Why doesn't he answer?

Jared looks worried.

TOM
Should we split up?

JARED
No.  Stay together.  I thought I saw
someone on the way to the tent.

The three friends walk forward in the woods.  Jared pulls a
bomb and his lighter out of his pocket.

Suddenly, ahead of them, a dim light shines through the trees. 
Jared runs toward the light.  Jess and Tom follow after him.

EXT. DARK FOREST -- NIGHT

Caleb continues shining the flashlight toward the trees behind
which the dark figure disappeared.  Another twig snaps behind
him.  Caleb whirls around with his flashlight shining.

The light suddenly falls on Sam's smiling face.

Caleb screams and falls backwards.  He drops his flashlight
and it goes out.

EXT. RIVERBANK -- NIGHT

Jess, Jared, and Tom hear the scream.

JARED
Hurry.

Jared leads the group through the woods.  The light of their
flashlights vanishes, as they head deeper into the forest.

EXT. DARK FOREST -- NIGHT

Caleb fumbles in the darkness for his flashlight.
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Something moves beside him.  He can hear heavy breathing. 
Caleb freezes.  He can make out the outline of someone
standing near him, behind several tree limbs.

CALEB
Sam?  Is that you?

The figure moves away quickly and vanishes behind the tree
limbs.

Caleb stands up.  Behind him, light floods through the trees,
as Jared, Jess, and Tom emerge panting.  Jess runs up and
embraces Caleb.

JESS
Why did you leave like that?

CALEB
I saw someone.

JARED
Who?

CALEB
I thought it was Sam.

Jared, Jess, and Tom looked confused.

TOM
But Caleb ...

CALEB
He was standing right over there.

Caleb points into the forest.  Jared shines his light where
Caleb points.  The missing portrait of Sam and Caleb together
is caught in one of the tree limbs.  Sam's face smiles back
at them from the portrait. Caleb walks over to the portrait
and takes it down from the tree limb.

CALEB
I thought my dad took it out of my
room.

JESS
Can I see it?

Jess takes the photo frame from Caleb and stares at it
closely.

TOM
How did it get out here?

CALEB
I don't know.
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JARED
You said you saw somebody?

CALEB
Well, it was dark.  But I could hear
someone breathing.

Jess turns the photo over in her hands and looks at the back
of the frame.

TOM
Did you see his face?

CALEB
Not really.

Jess cuts them off.

JESS
Hey guys, look.

Jess holds the photo frame where they can all see it.  The
back of the frame is cardboard.  There is something faintly
visible, in dull red.

JESS
There's something here.  Shine your
lights.

They all lean in to get a closer look.

TOM
What is it?

JESS
It looks like part of a hand print.

TOM
Here, let me see it.

Jess hands the frame to Tom, who looks closely at it.  There
are four fingerprints on the back of the frame.

Jared shines a light into the woods and makes a few sweeping
motions through the tree branches.  He takes a few steps
away from the group, looking through the trees for signs of
anyone.

Jess notices Caleb and how quiet he is.

JESS
You all right?

Caleb comes to his senses, as if waking from a dream.

CALEB
Yeah.  I'm fine.
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JESS
I say we get out of here.

CALEB
You don't think it could be him do
you?

Caleb stares into the woods, in the direction where he saw
the figure moving earlier.  Jess takes his hand and tries to
pull him back in the direction of camp.

JARED (O.S.)
Hey, come here.

Jared shines his light over at Jess, Tom, and Caleb.  Jared
whispers.

JARED
I think I saw something.

Caleb pulls his hand away from Jess' hand and walks with Tom
to where Jared stands. They shine their flashlights through
the limbs.

JARED
Look right there.  Do you see it?

They squint their eyes and Caleb leans forward.  Tom shakes
his head.

TOM
What did it look like?

JARED
Hold on.  Shhhhh.

Jared holds his finger up to his mouth and slowly walks
forward through the tree branches.  The others huddle
together, closely following Jared.

JARED
I swear I saw someone.

CALEB
What did they look like?

JARED
There, look!

Jared shines his light into a thick grouping of trees.  A
DARK FIGURE moves.

JARED
You see it?

TOM
Yeah.  I do.
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Jared smiles.

JARED
C'mon.

Jared leads the group as they slowly walk in the woods toward
the figure.  The DARK SHAPE moves away.  The leaves crunch
as it moves.

The friends shine their lights all around, but their lights
only fall on tree limbs.  There is no sign of anyone.

Jess looks frightened.

JESS
Let's go, okay?

Caleb's eyes peer out over the darkness with anticipation.

Suddenly, the friends hear a low, slow, GUTTURAL MOAN.  Jared
jumps back. His eagerness to find the figure is suddenly
dampened by the sound.

JARED
What was that?

Caleb remains more calm than the rest.

CALEB
Just wait.

Caleb shines his light in the direction the sound came from.

CALEB
Sam?

JARED
That wasn't Sam.

JESS
Can we leave now?

CRUNCH.  CRUNCH.  CRUNCH.  The footsteps get closer.

JARED
It's moving.

A LOW MOAN suddenly echoes through the trees just behind
their heads.

They all take off running.

EXT. CALEB'S HOUSE -- NIGHT

Several clouds drift across the full moon behind Caleb's
house.  
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Several lights are on in the house, one of which is Caleb's
bedroom window.  Slowly approaching the bedroom window, we
see --

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb and Jess sit on Caleb's bed.  Caleb's backpack is in
the floor by Jess' feet.

CALEB
You think someone can come back,
after they die?

JESS
I don't know.  You heard that sound
though.  That wasn't Sam.

CALEB
I know.  But do you think he may be
trying to send a message?

Caleb is silent for a moment.

JESS
Do you believe the stories about
Hadley?

CALEB
Maybe. 

Caleb reaches into his backpack and pulls out the photo of
him and Sam together.

CALEB
But why would Hadley want to take
this?

Jess shrugs.  Caleb stares at the photo of Sam before placing
it on his nightstand.

CALEB
And you know what's really weird?

JESS
What?

Caleb gets up off the bed and walks over to the closet.  He
takes Sam's wooden box down.  It is open.

CALEB
See this lock?

Jess nods.  The padlock dangles from the metal latch on the
side of the box.  The padlock is open.
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CALEB
Sam ever tell you that combination?

JESS
No.

CALEB
Well, he didn't tell me either.  He
didn't tell anyone.

Jess stares at Caleb.

CALEB
I saw Sam lock this box before we
went to the falls.

JESS
Have you told anyone?

CALEB
Who am I supposed to tell?  No one
will believe me.  They'll think I'm
acting out for attention again. 
They'll all tell me I need to deal
with my grief better.  I've stopped
talking to people.

JESS
You're talking to me.

CALEB
I think there's some stuff missing. 
He had a model rocket in here, and a
photo of Emily Johnson I wasn't
supposed to know about.

JESS
You sure he didn't take that stuff
with him?

CALEB
But how did the box get open?

JESS
You think Pastor Sorresby would know
anything about stuff like this?

CALEB
I don't know.

Jess stares into Caleb's eyes, as he stares at the wall.

CALEB
You guys didn't find the boat today
did you?
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JESS
No.

CALEB
You think I'm crazy for thinking it
could be him?

Caleb looks up at Jess.

JESS
No, I don't think you're crazy.

A tear rolls down Caleb's cheek.

CALEB
Why does it have to be so hard?

Jess reaches next to the bed and pulls a tissue from the
nightstand and hands it to Caleb.  She uses another to dab
at her eyes.  Caleb speaks through tears.

CALEB
I miss him.

JESS
We all do.

EXT. CALEB'S HOUSE -- DAY

Caleb's single-story brick house stands in the center of the
lawn.  The sun bathes the house in a warm glow.

INT. WATTS' KITCHEN / LIVING ROOM -- DAY

Casserole dishes and aluminum trays of fried chicken and
potatoes line the table. Caleb sits at the table eating fried
chicken.  Suzanne stares out across the table at him.  She
does not eat.

CALEB
When's dad going to be back?

SUZANNE
He won't be in until this weekend. 
He took that job in Johnson City.

CALEB
Yeah, but why now?  Couldn't he wait?

SUZANNE
It's doing him some good to get away
from things for a while.  At least
that's what he says.  Plus, we need
the money for the funeral.
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Caleb stops eating and puts his fork down.

SUZANNE
It might do you some good to get
out.

CALEB
No, I don't think so.

Caleb picks up the fork and starts to pick at his food.

SUZANNE
It's the last night of the fair. 
You always love going.

Caleb looks gloomily at her, as if she is crazy for even
recommending the fair.

CALEB
Not this year.

SUZANNE
Jess called to see if you were going. 
I told her I didn't know.  She sounded
disappointed.

Suzanne stands up and starts moving food into the
refrigerator.

SUZANNE
Who brought the food this time? 

CALEB
I don't know.  Some church people. 
I would have waited if I knew you
were coming home so soon.

SUZANNE
It's okay.  You need to eat. You're
still growing.

Suzanne sits down on the sofa in the living room and starts
to cry.  

CALEB
So, we're having a funeral?

Suzanne speaks through tears.

SUZANNE
Everyone says it's the right thing
to do, since they called off the
search.

CALEB
They're not going to look anymore?
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SUZANNE
It's just too dangerous having
everyone out there.  They don't think
they'll ever find him.

Suzanne rubs the tears from her face and sniffs her nose.

SUZANNE
So I guess it's finally over.

She looks up at Caleb who is now standing up at the kitchen
table.

SUZANNE
We're having it on Saturday.  It
will be real nice.

EXT. FAIRGROUNDS -- NIGHT

A roller coaster filled with screaming passengers zooms around
a track.  Behind it, a large Ferris wheel dwarfs the other
rides, as it spins against the night sky.  

Jess and Caleb walk a few feet behind Ray and TAMMY, his
girlfriend.  Jess watches in disgust as her dad leans in to
Tammy's neck, kissing her.  He hangs onto her, staggering a
bit.  Tammy inches away.

JESS
You ready to ditch them?

Just then, Ray quickly turns to Jess. Behind him is a stage
where several young girls stand.  A BARKER stands at a podium
shouting. Ray points his index finger at Jess and then motions
to the stage.

RAY
Hey Jess.  What do you say?

BARKER
The most beautiful girl wins.  Winner
takes all.  You, my friends are the
judges.  Let's hear you cheer!

Ray walks up to the carnival barker and smiles.

RAY
I got one.

He fumbles with several dollar bills, handing them to the
barker.  He stumbles backwards, almost falling.  Tammy
supports his arm and helps lift him back up.  Ray leers at
Jess.

RAY
Come here, pumpkin.

(MORE)
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RAY
(to Tammy)

This ought to be a hoot.

Tammy remains silent. Jess looks up on the stage.  Several
girls strut, shaking their hips.  One girl gyrates like a
stripper. A crowd of men has gathered to watch and cheer.

Jess entreats Caleb with her eyes, as Ray grabs her by the
arm and pulls her up on the stage.  She struggles, her feet
skidding across the metallic stage.

JESS
No.  I don't want to!

She hits Ray with her fists.  He pulls harder on her arm, as
she swats at him, struggling in vain.

BARKER
We got a feisty one here folks! 
Let's hear it for ...

RAY
Jess.

BARKER
Jess, ladies and gentlemen.

The crowd goes wild with laughter and whistle calls.  Ray
gives one last shove, and Jess is in the center of the stage. 
Ray stumbles off the stage.  Jess is frozen, tears in her
eyes.

The crowd cheers.

BARKER
Come on darling.  Give us a dance.

Jess remains frozen to the spot, her face red.

RAY
Go ahead.  Pay up.

Ray holds his hand out to the barker.  Caleb shouts.

CALEB
Can't you see she didn't want to go
up there?

Caleb walks up the stairs and strides across the stage, taking
Jess' arm.  He helps her down the stage steps, where Ray
waits.

CALEB
You asshole!

Tammy looks stunned.
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RAY
No kid talks to me like that.

Ray takes a swing at Caleb.  Caleb ducks, narrowly avoiding
Ray's fist.  Caleb lets go of Jess' hand and swings at Ray's
stomach.  Caleb's hand hits, and Caleb winces.  He pulls his
hand back in pain.

JESS
Run!

Caleb takes off running.  Jess is already ahead of him. 
They look behind them.

Rounding a corner, Caleb and Jess duck behind a game booth. 
They try to catch their breath.

CALEB
I can't believe I just did that.

Caleb laughs.

JESS
I was afraid he was going to hurt
you.

CALEB
The night's not over yet.

Jess looks around the corner of the booth.

JESS
Here he comes.

The two friends take off running again, this time toward the
Ferris wheel.

Ray runs by, not far from Caleb and Jess.  He hunches over,
out of breath.  Tammy tugs at his arm, trying to divert his
attention and take him elsewhere.

EXT. FERRIS WHEEL -- NIGHT

The wheel turns slowly, its lights blinking in a mesmerizing
pattern.  Jess and Caleb sit in one of the Ferris wheel boxes. 
Jess dangles her legs.  Caleb sits next to her, still looking
worried.

CALEB
Getting out might be good for me,
eh?

Jess smirks at Caleb.  The lights of the fair move behind
her head.  Her hair blows in the breeze.
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JESS
Shhhh.  Just look.

Jess stares out over the fairgrounds as if nothing had just
happened between Caleb and her father.

JESS
Isn't it pretty up here?

Caleb looks at Jess.  She stares out over the safety bar,
out over the town of Stopgap Falls.  She has a smile on her
face.

JESS
I remember when I was little, riding
the Ferris wheel.  Every time it
went down, it used to make my stomach
feel all funny.

Caleb keeps staring at Jess as she speaks.  She does not
look at him.

JESS
But it doesn't do that anymore.

She turns to Caleb.

JESS
Does it still do it to you?

CALEB
Sometimes.

He turns his head to look out over the town.

CALEB
But not now.

Jess continues to look at Caleb, as the ride abruptly stops.
Their box rocks to and fro on top of the Ferris wheel.

They sit silently for a moment, the wind whipping Jess' hair
into her face.

Caleb reaches out to brush her hair from her eyes, but Jess
brushes her hair out of the way first.  Caleb moves his hand
back down by his side.

Jess crosses her arms across her chest and shivers a bit.

JESS
It's kind of cold up here.

CALEB
Yeah.
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They both turn to look at each other at the same time.  Their
eyes meet.  There is an awkward silence.

JESS
Thanks for saving me from my dad.

Jess shakes her head.

JESS
You ever wish you were adopted, and
that your real parents would show up
someday and rescue you?

CALEB
Yeah.

JESS
I hate my life sometimes.

CALEB
Me too.

The ride starts again.  It stops just a moment later.  They
are a few feet closer to the ground.

JESS
I don't guess I should complain. 
You've had it a lot worse.

Caleb looks away, staring out over the buildings.  He notices
the cross on top of the Presbyterian Church.  A group of
birds fly through the air.

JESS
Sometimes I just wish we could go
back and start over. I should have
never let you get in that inner tube.

CALEB
I wish I had never listened to Jared. 
It was stupid.

JESS
You remember that time when Sam threw
a candy apple off the sledgehammer?

Caleb smiles.

CALEB
And it hit that guy in the head ...

Jess finishes his sentence.

JESS
And it got stuck in his hair.

They both laugh.
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JESS
That was really funny.

CALEB
Yeah, it was.

The ride starts and stops again. Their box sways to and fro. 
Jess no longer swings her feet.

Caleb peers at the people across from them, people having
fun at the fair, people laughing, holding hands, eating candy
apples.  A couple in the distance is kissing.

The ride attendant opens the bar on their box and helps Jess
out.  Caleb watches her as she climbs out.

EXT. FAIR HAUNTED HOUSE RIDE -- NIGHT

Jess and Caleb walk slowly on the path between the different
venders.  Lights and sounds surround them.  They seem
oblivious to it all.

JESS
Well, what do you want to do now?

CALEB
It doesn't matter.

JESS
Well, I know with the kind of mood
my dad will be in, I'm in no hurry
to get home.

Caleb laughs a bit.

The two stop walking.  Across from them is a haunted house
ride.  They watch as a boy and girl a few years older than
them climb into a small electric car.  It bolts forward and
collides with two creaky wooden doors, knocking them open. 
The car disappears from sight.

A man dressed as the GRIM REAPER speaks into a microphone,
trying to attract people to the ride.

He stares right at Caleb.

GRIM REAPER
Hey you.  Want to tangle with death? 

The grim reaper beckons with his scythe.  Caleb starts to
walk away.

GRIM REAPER
Don't be such a chicken.  Don't you
want to get your girlfriend alone in
the dark?
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The grim reaper leers at Caleb from underneath his hood. 
Jess tugs at Caleb's arm.

JESS
Come on.  Let's go.

Caleb looks up at one of the windows near the top of the
haunted house. A robotic skull with glowing eyes moves behind
the glass. 

GRIM REAPER
What's a matter, afraid of death?

Jess tugs on Caleb's arm.  They disappear into the crowd.

EXT. MAIN STREET -- NIGHT

Several street lamps shine on Caleb and Jess as they walk
down main street.  All the stores are closed. 

CALEB
I'm sorry we had to leave so soon. 
I just didn't feel good.

JESS
It was probably just that funnel
cake.  I told you not to eat it.  I
was ready to go anyway.

Jess smiles.

CALEB
You going to be all right once you
get home?

JESS
Yeah. He usually leaves me alone
when Tammy's there.

CALEB
Just knock on my window if you need
to.

JESS
All right.

Jess smiles and sort of leans in toward Caleb.

JESS
Thanks for going to the fair with
me. 

She stops walking and stares up into Caleb's eyes.  Jess
bites her bottom lip slightly, and leans her head to the
side.  She waits for Caleb to kiss her.
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CALEB
What are you stopping for?

Jess laughs.

JESS
Oh nothing.

Caleb stand still, looking at her.

JESS
Oh, okay, fine. I was hoping for a
good night kiss.

Caleb looks shocked.

CALEB
A what?

JESS
A kiss.

She pauses for a second.  She speaks softly and slowly.  She
shuffles her feet and looks down at the ground sheepishly.

JESS
From you.

Caleb looks worried.

CALEB
I, uh ...

JESS
It's easy.  Really.  I'll do it if
you want.

Jess leans in quickly and kisses Caleb.  Caleb's eyes are
wide open.  Jess pulls back.  Caleb stares at her, wide-eyed. 
He is clearly in shock.  Jess laughs.

JESS
Well, you want to try it again, with
your eyes closed this time?

Jess leans in once more and kisses Caleb.  The kiss lasts
much longer.  He slowly closes his eyes.

Jess pulls away from the kiss.  She smiles.

JESS
That was nice.

Caleb awkwardly nods in agreement.

CALEB
Yeah, it was.
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They awkwardly smile at each other.

INT. CALEB'S LIVING ROOM -- NIGHT

Suzanne sits on a sofa watching the local evening news.  As
Caleb walks in the front door, Suzanne jumps up.  She reaches
beside her on the sofa and grabs the inner tube, waving it
in the air.

SUZANNE
What is this?

Caleb quickly comes down from his cloud, as his smile quickly
changes to a look of horror.

CALEB
No wait, I can explain.

Suzanne cuts him off before he can finish.

SUZANNE
I don't want to hear it.  You've
been going in those woods again,
haven't you?  I told you to stay
away from there!

Caleb backs up against the wall and remains silent.

SUZANNE
And what's the big idea trying to
hide this from me?  Why were you
hiding it, huh?

Caleb starts to talk, but his mother quickly cuts him off.

CALEB
I just thought ...

SUZANNE
Listen, from now on you are grounded. 
I don't want you going anywhere near
those falls again.  What do you think
I would do if I lost you too?

Suzanne starts to cry.  Caleb answers sheepishly.

CALEB
I'm sorry, Mom.

SUZANNE
Not as sorry as you're going to be. 
Go on.

Suzanne looks at the inner tube in her hand, and then places
it down on the sofa.
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INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb walks into his room, goes to the window, and pulls his
blinds closed.  He walks into his closet and changes into an
old tee-shirt and shorts.  His eyes drift up to Sam's wooden
box at the top of the closet.

Caleb takes the box down.  He sits on the floor and sifts
through the box, taking out one item at a time.

He takes out several crumpled up letters and some fireworks. 
He pulls out a model airplane and holds it up in the air for
a second.  Caleb then buries his head in his hands.  He sits
silently.  The room is deathly still.

Clank!  Something falls behind him.  Caleb turns his head
and notices the photo of Sam is face down on the floor. 
Glass shards are strewn about the floor.

Caleb walks over and picks up the photo frame.  As he picks
up the photo, a glass shard tears through the picture of
Sam.  Caleb presses against the torn photo, trying to
eliminate the effects of the damage.

He turns the photo frame over.  The fingerprints seem brighter
in the light of his bedroom.  He looks closely at the four
fingerprints. Caleb places his four fingers on top of the
prints.  His fingers fit perfectly over them.

As he slides his fingers away, the cardboard back slides out
of the frame.  He looks at the back of the photo.  "Sam Watts -
8th Grade" is written in pencil on the back of the photo.

Caleb stands up slowly and locks his door.  He moves to the
telephone and starts to dial.

Someone taps at the window.

CALEB
Hold on just a second, Jess.

Caleb puts the phone back on the hook and walks over to the
window.  He pulls the blinds up quickly.

The Red Vortex boat sits on the window sill.

Caleb slowly inches closer to the window and nervously looks
outside.  He can only see the light of a streetlight streaming
down through thick fog.

Caleb slowly opens the window.  He picks up the boat and
notices his note jutting out of one of the windows.  He takes
the note and unfolds it.

Written on the note in Caleb's handwriting are the words,
"Who are you?"
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And written just beneath in large block letters is the name:
HADLEY.

INT. CALEB'S LIVING ROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb quickly walks through the living room.  His mom has
fallen asleep on the sofa watching television.  The evening
news anchor can be heard talking about a missing child near
Johnson City. 

Caleb opens the front door and steps outside.  He looks over
his shoulder at his mother.  She doesn't stir.

EXT. PASTOR SORRESBY'S HOUSE -- NIGHT

Caleb approaches a very old two-story wooden house.  It is a
white, Civil War-era home that looks like something out of a
Faulkner novel.  All the lights are out except a lamp near a
porch swing. Caleb occasionally glances over his shoulder as
he walks quickly.

Caleb climbs several steps and opens a screen door.  He beats
on the wooden door behind it with his fist.

After a few moments, a light comes on and Pastor Sorresby
opens the door in a night robe, looking surprised.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Caleb.  What are you doing here? 
What time is it?

Pastor Sorresby glances at his watch.

CALEB
I'm sorry.  Can I come in?

PASTOR SORRESBY
Sure, sure.

Pastor Sorresby holds the door for Caleb to enter.

INT. PASTOR SORRESBY'S HOUSE -- NIGHT

Pastor Sorresby motions Caleb to sit on a couch.  Caleb
glances around the room.  A large cross hangs on a nearby
wall.  There is a large Bible on the coffee table in front
of the sofa.  It is a tidy, well-furnished room, but the
furniture is old and out of fashion. 

PASTOR SORRESBY
You'll have to excuse me.  I'm not
used to people coming in the middle
of the night.  What's the matter?
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CALEB
It's about that story you told me.

Pastor Sorresby looks confused.

CALEB
The one about Hadley.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I should have never told you that
story.  I'm sorry I did.

CALEB
Do you think he could come back?

PASTOR SORRESBY
People tell stories Caleb, about the
woods being haunted.  People sometimes
want to believe that the dead can
come back. 

The pastor struggles with the words slightly, as if he doesn't
really know where to begin.

PASTOR SORRESBY
People just need to let that poor
boy be.  He's dead, Caleb. I was the
one who found him.

Pastor Sorresby's eyes glaze over a bit, as if he is
reminiscing.  

PASTOR SORRESBY
He was lying near the river at the
base of the gorge, near the bottom
of the falls.  He was all sprawled
out.  It looked like he fell all the
way from the top. 

The pastor slowly shakes his head.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I'm not sure exactly what happened. 
It looked like maybe he had tried to
build wings out of wood scraps.  I
guess he was trying to get to heaven,
to go find his little brother.  In
the end, he got there.

Pastor Sorresby's eyes glance away from the lamp beside his
nightstand.  He looks over to Caleb.

CALEB
But you said he disappeared.  You
said they never found him.
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The pastor turns his head away from Caleb slightly, glancing
at an open window at the darkness outside.  The darkness is
slowly replaced by --

EXT. BOTTOM OF THE GORGE -- DAY

A YOUNG PASTOR SORRESBY walks up to the body of a young boy. 
The boy's face is deformed slightly, like his forehead is
slightly too large for his body.  His legs are sprawled out;
they are clearly broken.  A jumble of wood lies scattered
around him.  His arms are outstretched, still wrapped around
two wooden boards.  Blood seeps from his ear.  He lies in a
bed of thick, green grass.  Beside him, a small creek flows.

Pastor Sorresby kneels down beside the body.  He picks at
the wood pieces. 

PASTOR SORRESBY (O.S.)
In a way, I wish we never had found
him.  It was so bad.

Young Pastor Sorresby kneels down in the grass and lifts
Hadley's head in his hands gently, holding it in his lap.

The rays of the sun envelope them.

PASTOR SORRESBY  (O.S.)
I quickly said a prayer for him.  I
knew he was dead.  There was no pulse,
but I didn't know what else to do.

Young Pastor Sorresby kneels in the grass beside Hadley. 
His lips move, as he says a silent prayer.

PASTOR SORRESBY (O.S.)
It was just so horrible, that someone
so innocent had to go like that.

Pastor Sorresby stands up and looks around.  Several birds
fly from a tree above him.

PASTOR SORRESBY  (O.S.)
I prayed for a miracle.

The flying birds are silhouetted against the sun, as the
suns light streams down through the tree limbs.  Everything
fades to white.

EXT. TOP OF THE GORGE -- LATER

Several men emerge from the light and stand beside Young
Pastor Sorresby.  One of them is Hadley's father, WALTER
WRIGHT, a haggard-looking man in his forties. They peer down
over the edge of the falls.  Hadley's battered body lies far
below.
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YOUNG PASTOR SORRESBY
Did you bring some rope?

WALTER WRIGHT
He'd just get beat up on the rocks.

YOUNG PASTOR SORRESBY
Maybe we can carry him out.

WALTER WRIGHT
It's no matter.

YOUNG PASTOR SORRESBY
But he's your son.

WALTER WRIGHT
And I say let the animals take him.

Young Pastor Sorresby peers deeply into Walter's eyes.  A
disturbed look washes over the pastor's face.

Walter and the OTHER MAN who is with him slowly walk away. 
Young Pastor Sorresby stands up, struggles for a moment, and
follows them.

PASTOR SORRESBY (O.S.)
I'll never forgive myself for leaving
him. 

As the pastor walks away, the sun's rays shine down into the
gorge.  Beside the falls, where Hadley's body once lay, is
only the cross-shaped imprint of his body in the grass. 
Hadley's body is gone.

INT. PASTOR SORRESBY'S HOUSE -- NIGHT

Pastor Sorresby's eyes start to tear up slowly.  He dabs at
his eyes as he speaks.

PASTOR SORRESBY
A man of God would never leave a
little boy down there like that.  I
tell myself it's because it was the
father's wishes, but it doesn't
matter.  I should have never left
him.  I should have been there for
him and his mother.

Pastor Sorresby sits quietly.

CALEB
But you said you prayed for a miracle.

Pastor Sorresby continues to look away from Caleb, as if
mulling over the past in his mind.
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PASTOR SORRESBY
I'm not worthy to work miracles,
Caleb. 

Caleb takes the note out of his pocket and holds it up for
the pastor to see.

CALEB
I found this outside my window.

The pastor squints at it.

CALEB
It's a note I left in the woods.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Did you write this?

CALEB
I wrote the first part, but I didn't
write the rest.

The pastor looks worried.  As they speak with one another,
the lamp on the counter beside them flickers slightly.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Did you see anything?

JESS
No, but someone tapped on my window.

PASTOR SORRESBY
So you didn't see anyone?

CALEB
It was too dark.  I couldn't make
anything out.

The pastor sits in thought.  He then leans forward as he
speaks.

PASTOR SORRESBY
And you said you left the note in
the woods?  Did anyone see you leave
it?

CALEB
Just my friends.  What do you think
it means?  You think it's really
him?

Pastor Sorresby stands up from his chair.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Caleb, I don't want you to go near
the woods again.  You promised me.
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CALEB
Yeah, but ...

PASTOR SORRESBY
Right now is no time for you to be
out there.  It's far too dangerous.

The Pastor frowns at Caleb.  His face is stone.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I'm afraid this is all part of a
very cruel prank.

CALEB
So, you don't think it could be
Hadley, for real?

PASTOR SORRESBY
The dead have more important things
to do than leave notes.

INT. CALEB'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT

Caleb lies on his bed staring at the note he found inside
the boat.  His eyes stare at the name written below his
question: HADLEY.  It looks like the writing of a child.

Caleb looks over to Sam's bed.  The tennis shoe is still
there, but lying beside it now is a matching tennis shoe. 
Caleb stand up and walks over to the bed.  He picks up the
shoe and turns it over in his hands.  The shoe is torn. 
Inside the shoe is a small slip of paper.  Caleb fishes it
out and unfolds it.  Written on the scrap of paper are the
words, "Sam says hello."  Caleb's eyes widen. 

EXT. STRIP MALL -- DAY

Green mountains rise behind a strip of shops near the center
of town.  Mist hangs near the top of the mountains.  Caleb,
Jess, Tom, and Jared sit on a bench talking.  Jess and Jared
lick at ice cream cones.

JESS
I still don't think it's such a good
idea.

TOM
There's no way my parents would let
me out of the house.  Not with Billy
Bull on the loose.

Tom smirks at Jared.

JARED
Shut up.
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CALEB
Well, I'm going.

JESS
Are you sure?  What if it's like
Pastor Sorresby said?  What if it's
someone trying to hurt you?  I don't
think it's a good idea.

Caleb pulls the two notes out of his pocket.

CALEB
This.  Does this look like some kind
of trick?

Caleb quickly unfolds the note that says, "Sam says hello."

CALEB
I'm tired of it, okay?  I'm tired of
not knowing.

Caleb can barely speak.

JESS
Who do you think wrote it?

CALEB
Hadley.

JESS
But those are just stories people
made up.  It could be a trap.

CALEB
I don't think so.

JARED
What do you want us to do?

CALEB
I just want you to come with me.  If
we stick together, I think we'll be
okay.

JESS
You think we'll be okay?  No Caleb,
I don't want you to go.  I don't
want any of us to go.

CALEB
So does that mean you're not coming
with me?

JESS
No. It's just that my gut's telling
me it's a bad idea.
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JARED
Well my guts telling me we should
help Caleb.

TOM
Whose house should we stay at Jared?

JARED
Who do you know that's out of town?

Jess looks at Jared.

JESS
Well, if I'm going I want you to
bring some of your bombs.

EXT. FOREST NEAR STOPGAP FALLS -- DAY

Jared wraps fishing line around a tree trunk.  There is
fishing line running from tree to tree around the tent. 
Cowbells hang from the lines.

Tom drives tent stakes into the ground with a hammer.  Jess
and Caleb rest some firewood against a tree near the tent.  

The sun is going down behind the tree line, casting an orange
tint across the campsite.

Jess whispers to Caleb.

JESS
Did you bring your dad's cell phone?

CALEB
It's in my backpack.

TOM
What are you two whispering about? 

JARED
I bet they're talking about their
date at the fair, and how they made
out on top of the Ferris wheel.

Tom angrily glances at Jared, as he puts the last stake in 
the ground.

JARED
So how was your date anyway?

Jess has a hard time hiding a smile.  Her face turns red.

CALEB
It wasn't a date, dumbass.
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JARED
No use denying it.  We know you've
got the hots for each other.

WHACK!  Tom knocks the last stake very deep into the ground.

JESS
For your information, Caleb just
about clobbered my dad.

JARED
Really?

Tom looks up.

TOM
It's about time someone did.

Jess notices she has everyone's attention, so she speaks a
bit louder, more melodramatically, as if she's glad to be
bragging on Caleb.

JESS
If I hadn't pulled him off, he might
have sent my dad to the hospital. 

Caleb looks a bit embarrassed.

CALEB
It was more like the other way around.

Caleb smiles sheepishly at Jared and Tom.  Jared is still
awe-struck.

JARED
You know I don't care if you do like
each other.

Jared tosses a piece of wood playfully at Caleb's head. 
Caleb dodges.

JARED
Just so long as you don't stop hanging
out with us anymore.  Every time my
brother gets a girlfriend, it's like
he vanishes off the face of the earth.

Tom walks over to one of the fishing lines and tugs on it. 
The cowbells clang.

TOM
So what are we going to do if we
hear these?

JARED
For once I'll hope it's a bear.
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EXT. FOREST NEAR STOPGAP FALLS -- NIGHT

CRICKETS chirp.  The moon gives off faint light.  The friends
sit on fold-out camp chairs around a campfire.  Smoke from
the campfire changes direction in the breeze and blows in
Jess' face.  She coughs before standing up and moving her
chair.

JARED
They say smoke follows beauty.

JESS
Must be why it's steering clear of
you then.

TOM
Haven't you already moved like three
times, Jess?

Tom stands up and walks to the tent.

TOM
What time did you say I need to get
up?

Caleb looks at his watch.

CALEB
You go last, so, I guess around 4:30
or something.

TOM
Man, I've never been awake that early.

Tom looks over at Jared.

TOM
You staying up much later?

JARED
No.  I can tell they want to be alone.

Jared laughs and winks at Caleb and Jess.  Caleb throws him
a dirty look.

JARED
I'll see you at 3.  I'm setting my
watch.

Jared follows Tom into the tent.  He starts to zip the tent
door shut, but stops halfway.

One of Jared's homemade bombs flies from the tent and lands
near Caleb's feet.
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JARED (O.S.)
In case you need it.  The lighter's
by the firewood.

Caleb glances over and spots the lighter.  It glimmers in
the light of the fire.

The tent door zips closed.

Caleb and Jess are alone by the campfire.

EXT. NEAR CAMPFIRE -- NIGHT

Caleb walks over to the pile of firewood resting against a
tree.  He ducks beneath a fishing line as he brings the wood
to the campfire.  He throws a log into the fire, and sparks
rise into the sky.  Jess watches the sparks rise up through
the tops of the trees.

They both sit silently for a few moments, staring into the
fire.

JESS
Ever notice how you can't take your
eyes off of a fire?

Caleb stares dreamily at the flames.

CALEB
I went to hear a preacher speak once,
and he talked about the scripture in
the Bible that says God's eyes are
like a flaming fire.

Jess turns her head and stares at Caleb as he talks.  He
continues to look into the fire.

CALEB
He said it's like you can't look
away when he stares at you.  Like
you can't look away from a fire.

JESS
But I just looked away.

Caleb turns his head to look at Jess.  Jess is staring at
him, looking into his eyes.  She is silhouetted by the orange
light of the fire.  Caleb quickly looks back at the fire. 
Jess looks disappointed.

JESS
I've never heard that scripture.
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CALEB
Yeah, I don't know where it is in
The Bible.  Probably the Old Testament
somewhere.

JESS
Maybe.

They sit in silence.

CALEB
What would it be like though, to
stare into someone's eyes and not be
able to look away?

Their eyes meet.  They remain frozen for a moment, staring
into each other's eyes. Jess is silent.

The CRICKETS CHIRP.

A piece of wood pops in the fire, throwing sparks upwards
into the trees.

JESS
You know, you remind me of him.

CALEB
Who?

JESS
Your brother.  Just certain things
you do.  I can tell you two are twins.

CALEB
What do you mean?

JESS
The way you bite your bottom lip
when you're thinking about something. 
He did that too.

Caleb smiles.

CALEB
Really?

JESS
Yeah.  And the way you both get all
excited when you're talking about
your boats.

Caleb smiles even bigger as he watches Jess.

She stands up and starts acting as if she is Caleb.  She
flails her arms wildly.  Her eyes widen.  She spits as she
talks.
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JESS
You'll never believe how awesome it
was.  Man, you should have seen it. 
It was the most amazing thing ever.

Caleb's eyes widen, and his smile fades a bit.

CALEB
Do I really act like that?

JESS
All the time.

CALEB
And I spit like that when I talk?

JESS
Well ... I may have overacted.

Caleb cracks a smile.

JESS
It's why I love you.

Caleb is startled by her words.  He shuffles a bit in his
seat, looking back at the fire.

He stays silent for a moment, his face turns red, then he
speaks the words softly back to her.

CALEB
I love you, too.

EXT. NEAR CAMPFIRE -- LATER

From above, Caleb and Jess appear like small toy figures
resting beside the fire.

Jess is asleep, her head resting against Caleb's shoulder. 
Caleb is also asleep in his chair.  The fire has died down. 
The coals glow red.

CRACK!

A stick breaks nearby.

Caleb still sleeps.

POP.  Something moves even closer.

Caleb's eyes slowly open.  He gently moves his head to the
side, careful not to wake Jess.

He hears the soft sound of a COWBELL CLANG, muffled like
someone has put their hand over it to dampen the sound.
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Caleb sits up slowly.  

CALEB
Jess.

She doesn't budge.

He moves Jess' head onto her own chair.  She lets out a slow
sigh and smiles, but does not open her eyes.

Caleb stands up.

FOOTSTEPS crack in the leaves nearby.

CALEB
Jess.

Caleb turns and looks back at Jess.  She sleeps soundly.

He shines his light in the direction of the noise.

He sees nothing.  Caleb moves toward the noise.

CRACK!  A sound comes from deeper in the woods.  Caleb swings
his light toward the direction of the noise.

Nothing is there.

There is the SOUND OF FOOTSTEPS, further away.  Caleb turns
and glances back at the tent one last time before moving
toward the sound.

Then he sees it --

Out of the corner of his eye something moves just behind a
tree.

It is a dark blur to Caleb.

He starts to breathe heavier.

The footsteps intensify.  The figure is moving faster, away
from Caleb.

Caleb shines his flashlight.

The light hits something solid.

It is A MAN DRESSED IN BLACK.

Caleb's flashlight goes out.

He shakes it.

NOTHING.
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The figure starts to move away from Caleb, silhouetted by
the moonlight.

Caleb hits the flashlight.

NOTHING HAPPENS.

He tosses the flashlight onto the ground and moves toward
the silhouette.

The figure moves through the woods toward the river.

Caleb follows, keeping the figure about 10 feet ahead of him
at all times.

EXT. RIVERBANK -- NIGHT

The figure comes to the riverbank and stops.  All Caleb can
make out is a silhouette with the moon shining behind it.

The silhouetted figure walks along the river's edge.  Caleb
follows behind, keeping out of sight.  The man dressed in
black glances over his shoulder.  Caleb stops moving.  He
ducks down behind a tree.

Caleb waits a moment, and then stands back up.  The man
dressed in black is gone.  Caleb glances up and down the
river bank.

On the opposite side of the river, the man dressed in black
stares at him, then quickly moves away, heading into the
forest.

Caleb runs to the river's edge.

CALEB
Wait!

The man dressed in black is gone.

Caleb takes one step into the river, then backs away from
the water.  He runs up and down the riverbank.

CALEB
Stop!  I want to talk with you.

Caleb glances down and notices a fallen tree laying across
the river, reaching from one side to the other.

He takes a step onto the tree.  His foot slips.  He steadies
himself, and takes a deep breath.

He moves forward on the log.  The log is wet, and his feet
slip.  He puts his arms out and gets his balance.  He slides
one foot forward, then slides the other foot behind it.
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Caleb inches closer and closer to the other shore.

He breathes heavily.  He glances down and can see the white
caps of waves in the moonlight.  The water rushes below him.

Caleb stops.  He leans to one side.  He puts his arm out and
barely maintains his balance.

He is almost at the opposite shore.

Suddenly, a man steps from the forest in front of him.  He
is bearded and haggard-looking.  Sam is startled and looses
his balance.  He falls into the water below.

EXT. IN THE RIVER -- NIGHT

Caleb flails his arms in the river.

CALEB
Help!

Caleb's head goes underwater.  He comes up gasping.

The ROARING OF THE WATERFALL is not far ahead.

Caleb tries swimming for the riverbank, but the current is
too strong.

Caleb panics as the falls come into his view.

Closer and closer.

CALEB
Help!

Caleb screams as he plummets over the falls.

Everything fades to darkness --

EXT. UNDER THE RIVER'S SURFACE -- NIGHT

Caleb opens his eyes.  A faint light illuminates stalactites
and rock walls above him, but everything is rippling.

Caleb floats several inches below the surface of a small
pool of water.  He lifts his head, breaking the surface of
the water, and gasps for air.

Caleb scrambles out of the pool of water up onto solid rock.

EXT. BEHIND THE FALLS -- NIGHT

Caleb is inside a small cave behind the waterfall. 
Stalactites hang down, dripping water.  
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Everything is dark except for the light of the moon
penetrating through the falling water.

Caleb stands up straight.  His leg is bleeding.  He limps as
he moves away from the falls toward the back side of the
cave.

Caleb glances around.  He leans against one of the rock walls.
The cave looks like a large hollow dome carved out of the
rock behind the falls.

Suddenly, there is a noise.  A faint ECHO, like someone
talking in the distance.  Caleb cannot make out what the
voice is saying.  It is just a faint murmur in the distance.

Caleb tries to pinpoint the source of the sound.  He hobbles
slowly over to the other side of the cave.  There is a small,
circular opening in the bottom of the rock.

Caleb puts his head down near the mouth of the opening.  The
VOICE is louder, but still hard to distinguish.  It is still
a low murmur.

Caleb reaches into his pocket and takes out the LED
flashlight.  He turns it on, and it emits a very faint blue
light. 

Caleb slowly crawls into the hole.

INT. HADLEY'S HIDEOUT -- NIGHT

Caleb crawls forward, trying not to make much noise.  The
tunnel slants downward.  Caleb follows slowly, placing his
free hand against the slick stone wall for support.

Suddenly, Caleb stumbles forward.  The tunnel slopes down,
turning into a hole leading straight down.  Caleb's hand
accidentally pushes a large rock into the hole. There is a
loud echo below him, like two large stones hitting each other. 
The VOICES coming from below stop.

Caleb freezes for a moment, waiting.  His breathing is heavy. 
Everything else is silent.

Caleb shines his light into the hole.  The hole in the rock
looks almost like an old well, with no bottom in sight.    

Caleb hears something moving below.  This time it is coming
from further away.  It sounds like several people talking.

Caleb attempts to climb into the hole.  His feet dangle for
a moment before he finds a foothold. 

His foot rests on a small step carved into the rock.  He
climbs down and finds another rock step; it is like climbing
into a deep manhole.
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He climbs down slowly, using his hands to steady himself. 
He holds the small flashlight in his mouth.

Caleb finally reaches solid ground at the bottom of the hole.

He shines his light in front of him. The path in front of
him continues to slope downward. Stalactites hang from the
rocks above him, dripping water on Caleb. 

He follows the path downward.  He hears the SLOSHING OF
FOOTSTEPS in water ahead of him.

He keeps walking until he comes to a spot where the floor is
submerged in one foot of water.  He steps into the water and
keeps walking.

Suddenly, as Caleb rounds a corner, he sees the flickering
light of a fire ahead.

He approaches slowly.

INT. HADLEY'S ROOM -- NIGHT

As Caleb peers around the corner, he sees a large man removing
his wet trench coat and  hanging it on a pole in front of a
fire.

A makeshift room lies in front of him.  The fire burns in a
small opening in the cavern wall.

There is a small wooden table resting in one corner.  A bed
is made up of odds and ends from old furniture that doesn't
match.  The headboard is painted with butterflies, while the
rest of the bed is a hodgepodge of brown and yellow.  Several
photos rest on the table.  It looks like a small bedroom
inside the belly of a whale.

Caleb's eyes shift from the man standing warming himself by
the fire over to the far corner of the room.  

Leaning against a small cupboard there is an old, rusty yellow
fishing pole, and a cooler.

Caleb tries to get a little closer, remaining as quiet as he
can.

The man stops warming his hands with the fire and walks to
the far side of the cavern room, out of Caleb's sight.

Caleb steps into the room a bit, staying out of sight of the
man, who is no longer visible.

Caleb looks and sees a small hole in the cavern wall.  He
can see the shadow of the man moving against the wall, like
a large shadow puppet.  
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Caleb creeps up to the table where the photos rest and picks
one up.

It is a photo of him and Sam together.

Caleb puts it down and picks up another photo.

It too is a photo of Sam.

But beside Sam is someone else, someone Caleb has never seen
before.

A smaller boy who looks as if he has Down Syndrome.

Both boys smile back at Caleb.

Caleb looks more closely at the photo.

It looks strikingly like Sam, but something is different.

The smile is all wrong.

And the eyes are not the same as Sam's.

He places the photo down and glances at the last photo in a
frame sitting on the table.

It is a photo of two boys and an older woman, sitting on the
porch of an old run-down house.

Caleb's eyes widen.

CALEB
(whispering to himself)

Hadley.

Suddenly, the figure of HADLEY, a 21 year old man, but large
for his age, and much older in his appearance, steps out of
the hole in the opposite side of the room.

He sees Caleb standing there, frozen with fear.

Hadley shouts at him, waving his arms.

He moans like a zombie, and growls, but Caleb stands his
ground.

CALEB
Hadley.

The man looks confused for a moment, even frightened.

Hadley panics and lunges for Caleb, grabbing him around the
neck.

Caleb struggles for breath as he shifts his head in the
direction of the voice.
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Caleb struggles with Hadley.  He punches Hadley in the chest
and they both stagger over near the hole in the cavern wall.

Hadley's fingers are still around Caleb's neck.

Caleb's face turns a bluish tint, as he struggles for air. 
He opens and closes his mouth like a dying fish out of water.

Caleb's hands grope around the room, trying to find anything
to help him in his fight with Hadley.  Caleb grabs a large
rock and swings it through the air.  It strikes Hadley in
the head.  Hadley slumps to the floor, his grip around Caleb's
neck loosening.

From the other side of the hole in the wall comes a voice.

VOICE (O.S.)
Caleb?

Caleb slowly stumbles through the hole in the wall.

Lying in a makeshift bed is his brother Sam.

CALEB
Sam?

Caleb runs to his brother's side and embraces him.  Sam wraps
his arms around Caleb.

CALEB
I thought you were gone. Oh Sam, I
thought you were dead.

SAM
I think I broke my back when I went
over the falls.

Sam smiles awkwardly at Caleb.

CALEB
How did you get down here?

SAM
I'm not completely sure.

Sam slowly moves his feet, and starts to get out of the bed.

SAM
I knew you would come.

Caleb hugs his brother once more.

CALEB
I can't believe you're okay.  We've
got to get you out of here.
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Sam continues to speak, as if he isn't fully listening to
what Caleb is saying.

SAM
I knew if I sent Hadley to our house,
you'd eventually follow him.

Caleb helps Sam out of the bed.

SAM
I told him my combination, so you'd
know it was me.

CALEB
Come on, let's hurry before he wakes
up.  I think I may be able to carry
you on my back.

INT. CAVERN PASSAGEWAY -- NIGHT

Caleb struggles as he carries Sam through the thin tunnel. 
He almost drops Sam several times.

SAM
This isn't going to work.

CALEB
Just be quiet.  It will.  I'll make
it work.

Caleb struggles to carry Sam through the tunnel.  He slips
in the water and almost drops Sam.

CALEB
I'm going to have to put you down
for a second.

Caleb puts Sam down on the cavern floor.  Caleb hunches over,
his hands on his knees, panting.

A low, slow MOAN echoes through the cavern. 

CALEB
Come on we've got to go.

SAM
Just leave me.  I'll be okay.

CALEB
Yesterday I thought you were dead. 
I'm not leaving you now.

Caleb picks Sam up from the cavern floor and hoists him back
onto his back.  Caleb shuffles along the path.  Caleb stumbles
a few times from the weight of Sam on his shoulders.  He
puts his hands on the cavern walls to steady himself.
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Sam turns his head around.

The MOANING is louder.

Caleb moves quicker.

CALEB
We have to hurry.

Caleb carries Sam on his back until they reach the spot in
the cavern where they must climb up.

Caleb lowers Sam from his back and tries to lift him up onto
the rock wall.

CALEB
Can you lift yourself up at all?

SAM
No. I can't.

CALEB
Here, I'll hoist you up.

Caleb grabs Sam and attempts to lift him up.  Sam doesn't
help at all.  He slumps back down to the ground.

CALEB
You've got to help. He'll be here
any second.

SAM
Which is exactly what I want.

CALEB
What?

SAM
Caleb, you've got to help him. 
Hadley's been down here long enough.

Caleb is too determined; he does not hear what his brother
says to him.

CALEB
If I leave now, I can get help.  We
can come back and get you.

Sam stands up slowly.

CALEB
Sit down. You'll hurt yourself.

SAM
My legs work just fine.

Caleb's jaw drops open.
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CALEB
Then why have I been carrying you?

SAM
Because you needed to.

Sam pauses for a moment.

SAM
You've been blaming yourself for
what happened.  I know you feel guilty
for not helping me.

Caleb's eyes widen.

CALEB
How did you know that?

SAM
I know you would have saved me if
you had the chance. And now you know
it too.

Caleb remains silent, a look of astonishment on his face.

SAM
I can't leave with you.  This is as
far as I can go.

CALEB
But, I don't ... I don't understand.

SAM
My body is somewhere at the bottom
of the river Caleb. 

Caleb looks terrified.

SAM
It's okay.  I don't need it anymore. 

Sam pauses.  He smiles warmly at Caleb.

SAM
This cave, that Hadley has found. 
It's a place where we could be
together.  It's a small place both
our worlds share.

CALEB
So, you can't leave with me?

SAM
No, when I leave this cave, I have
to walk in a different direction.
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CALEB
And I can't come with you?

SAM
Someday you will.

Sam smiles warmly at Caleb.  

SAM
Everything is going to be okay with
you.

Caleb starts to cry.

SAM
I love you Caleb.

Caleb is choked up when he speaks.

CALEB
I love you too.  But I don't want
you to go.

The sound of Hadley's voice echoes through the caverns.

HADLEY (O.S.)
Adam?

SAM
I have to go now.  Hadley needs your
help.  It's part of the reason I
wanted you to come.  We can't go any
further than this.

Caleb looks behind Sam.  Standing further back in the cavern
hallway are two other people.  The shadows mask their
features, but Caleb can make out the face of the boy in all
the photos.  It is Hadley's brother.  A lady stands next to
him. 

SAM
No one would have ever found him if
you had not been looking for me. 
They had to know he was okay first.
Take him back with you.

The two figures in the hallway slowly walk away into the
darkness.

SAM
He's been living with the dead long
enough.

Sam looks at Caleb and smiles.

SAM
I knew you wouldn't stop looking.
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Sam smiles and turns to walk away, back toward the sound of
Hadley's voice.

CALEB
No, wait.

Sam turns back around and waits.

CALEB
Goodbye, Sam.

Sam smiles once more, before he walks into the shadowy cavern
and is no longer seen again.

Caleb does not cry.  He stands with his back against the
rock wall, and waits.  The sound of Hadley's voice grows
closer.

HADLEY (O.S.)
Adam?  Where did you go?

Suddenly Hadley emerges from the darkness.  He stops when he
sees Caleb standing in the cavern passageway.

CALEB
Adam wants you to come with me.

Hadley looks confused.  Caleb points up out of the hole.

CALEB
Adam had to leave.

Hadley stands quietly in the cavern, facing Sam.

CALEB
But I'll help you.

EXT. FOREST NEAR HADLEY'S HIDEOUT -- DAY

Water from Stopgap Falls cascades down the side of a rock
wall.  Caleb emerges from behind the falls.

He quickly steps through the waterfall that conceals Hadley's
hideout.  He stops and reaches out his hand.  Hadley follows
him through the falls.

EXT. FOREST -- DAY

Caleb walks through the forest, Hadley following closely
behind him.

CALEB
We're almost there.
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HADLEY
Adam?

CALEB
He wants you to come with me right
now.

Caleb leads Hadley through the forest trees.

CALEB
There are some people waiting for
you up here.

Suddenly, there is a loud BOOM!  White smoke surrounds Caleb.  

Jared and Tom run out of the woods.

JARED
Get your hands off of him!

Hadley panics and takes off through the trees.

JARED
Are you okay?

TOM
Why did you leave again?  Did he
hurt you?

CALEB
No.  We've got to find him though.

JARED
Why?

CALEB
I promised.

Caleb takes off running.  Jared and Tom follow after him.

EXT. FOREST NEAR HADLEY'S HIDEOUT -- DAY

Caleb runs through the forest until he arrives at the
waterfall.  Hadley stands near the falls and bangs his hands
against the rock wall behind the falls.  It is solid rock. 
There is no longer any opening in the rock behind the falls.

Hadley drops to his knees and cries.  Caleb slowly approaches
him.  Jared and Tom watch from a distance.

CALEB
It's okay, Hadley.  It's going to be
okay.

A voice sounds from the woods.
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JESS (O.S.)
Caleb!

Pastor Sorresby and Jess emerge from the woods with several
other people, some carrying rifles.  Suzanne and Frank are
with them.

Caleb looks surprised.  Jess speaks to Caleb.

JESS
We heard the explosion.

Jess runs up to Caleb and embraces him.

JESS
I was so worried.  Don't ever leave
like that again.

Pastor Sorresby walks slowly down a hill to where Hadley is
lying on the ground crying.

Blood seeps from the wound where Caleb struck Hadley.  Pastor
Sorresby stoops down beside the injured man.  He looks at
his disheveled, bearded face.  A certain recognition registers
on the pastor's face.

PASTOR SORRESBY
Hadley?

Tears well up in Pastor Sorresby's eyes, as he puts an arm
on Hadley, who slowly looks up at the pastor.

PASTOR SORRESBY
But how?

The pastor puts his hand on Hadley's head.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I'm sorry.  I didn't know.  I should
have never left you.

Frank and Suzanne run from the forest and embrace Caleb. 
Suzanne cries as she hugs Caleb.  She is unable to talk for
the tears.

Pastor Sorresby stares down at Hadley, as he speaks softly
to himself.

PASTOR SORRESBY
It's a miracle.

The sun's rays shine down through the trees, enveloping them
in white. 

Above, several birds fly by.  They soar above the woods,
past the waterfall, and above the town of Stopgap Falls.  
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They fly past the large church steeple, where a cross is
illuminated from behind by the sun.  They soar down past a
cemetery, where a group is gathered for a funeral.

EXT. CEMETERY -- DAY

Frank, Suzanne, Tom, Jess, Jared, and Caleb all watch as
Pastor Sorresby gives a sermon at Sam's gravesite.  A large
crowd is gathered behind them.  Pastor Sorresby motions for
Caleb to step forward.

PASTOR SORRESBY
I understand you have a few things
you would like to say.

Caleb nods and steps forward, facing the crowd of people. 
As he speaks, Caleb seems much older.

CALEB
Sam was a great brother.  I'm really
going to miss him, but ...

Caleb looks out over the crowd of people.  He sees his friends
standing there.  He speaks slowly, as if searching for the
right words.

CALEB
I don't think Sam wants us to be sad
anymore.  

Caleb looks at his mother.

CALEB
I think he wants us all to know that
he's okay where he is now.

Suzanne dabs at her eyes.  She smiles proudly at Caleb. 
Caleb keeps speaking, but his words soon fade away.

CALEB
And that things will be okay for us
too, where we are ...

EXT. CAMPSITE -- DAY

The red, dome tent rests in the woods beside the river.

The four close friends are near the river's edge skipping
stones.

TOM
Man, did you see that?  It skipped
like 15 times.
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JESS
No.  No one was looking Tom.

Jess smiles at Caleb.  Tom looks disheartened.

JARED
So, you too going to start ignoring
me and Tom now that you're together?

Jared throws a large rock into the river and watches it
splash.

JESS
You know I always ignore you anyway.

Everyone laughs but Jared.  The laughter fades away, and 
they all sit silently.

JARED
So, now that Hadley's not out here
anymore, what's going to happen to
all those stories about the falls?

TOM
It will be a shame if Eric and his
friends start coming out here again. 
I was sort of enjoying having the
woods to ourselves.

JARED
We could always try to scare them.

CALEB
We may not have to.

Jared and Tom look at Caleb.  Jess looks puzzled.

JESS
What do you mean?

Caleb stands up and walks over to the tent.  He comes back
with the Red Vortex boat in his hands.

CALEB
Well, what do you say?

JARED
What do you mean?

CALEB
Let's see what happens.

Caleb smiles.

CALEB
You want to do it Jared?
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Caleb holds the boat out for him to take.

JARED
I think Tom should do it.

JESS
No, let's all do it together.

Jess stands up next to the river's edge.  Each of the friends
stoops down and puts a hand on the boat.  Caleb slowly puts
his hand on top of Jess'.  She looks up at him and smiles. 
He smiles back.

JESS
Alright, ready?

TOM
Sure.

JESS
1,2,3, Now!

The friends release the boat into the current and watch it
float away.  Jess puts her arm around Caleb.

EXT. IN THE RIVER -- DAY

Quickly the boat drifts with the current.  It swirls around
in a small whirlpool before heading further down river. 

In the distance, the five friends watch by the river side,
as the boat drops over the falls and out of sight.  Mist
from the falls rises upward into the blue sky.

FADE OUT.


