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An isolated DNA encoding a keratinase is disclosed. The
isolated DNA may be any of (a) isolated DNA which
encodes the Bacillus licheniformis PWD-1 keratinase
enzyme of FIG. I, (b) isolated DNA which hybridizes to an
oligonucleotide probe. which hybridizes to the DNA of (a)
above, and does not hybridize to DNA encoding the Bacillus
licheniformis Ncm 6816 subtilisin Carlsberg serine
protease, and (c) isolated DNA differing from the isolated
DNAs of (a) and (b) above in nucleotide sequence due to the
degeneracy of the genetic code, and which encodes a kera­
tinase enzyme.
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