
A process of treating effiuent from a pulp or paper-mak­
ing operation to decolorize the effiuent is provided in
which a white-rot fungus is germinated and grown and
is then induced into a secondary metabolic state. The
white-rot fungus is then immersed in the effiuent where
the fungus' active ligninolytic system decolorizes the
effiuent. The rate of fungal activity and the active life­
time of the fungus is increased by the addition to the
effiuent of at least one member of the class consisting of
nutrient nitrogen, nutrient minerals, and a detergent.
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