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Black Creek Highlights Sept- Dec ‘09

The Black Creek Watershed Association
(BCWA) met last on August 31 at Page
Walker Community Center. Thanks to

Charles Brown for securing the location.

Since then we’'ve compiled a list of po-
tential public sites for best manage-
ment practice (BMP) retrofits, provided
feedback to the Town for the proposed
Walker Street extension project, submit-
ted an application to become a Citizen
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Visit the project website at www.ncsu.edu/WECO/blackcreek

Issue Advisory Group, and submitted the
paperwork to NCDWQ to get our next
grant started. We will kick off the new
grant with our first BCWA meeting of the

year on January 25, 2010.

We wish you a peaceful holiday season
and a very Happy New Year!

Christy Perrin
Patrick Beggs

BCWA activities

WECO staff and BCWA members have
been busy since the August meeting.
Some activities included:

& Christy presented an overview of
the BCWA and Black Creek Water-
shed plan to the Town of Cary Envi-
ronmental Advisory Board in
November

¢ Liz Adams and Christy attended the
public workshop for the Walker

Street Extension hosted by Town of ¢

Cary. They recommended that the
Town capture and manage the
stormwater onsite rather than pay
into the state’s mitigation fund. The
project engineer has assured us
that the design will include BMPs,

and has offered to share the storm-
water plan with BCWA when it’s fin-
ished.

Susan Davenport and Christy partici-
pated in NCSU’s Residential Raingar-
den workshop that was hosted by
Cary and delivered by NCSU Dept.
Biological and Agricultural Engineer-
ing and Wake County Cooperative
Extension (Mitch Woodward).

BCWA members provided feedback
on an application to become a Citi-
zen Issue Advisory Group, which was
then submitted to the town in Dec.

é Patrick created a blog for BCWA at:

é{http://wecoblack.word press.com/
&>

Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors and let
every new year find you a better man. ~Benjamin Franklin

December 2009

The Black Creek Watershed
Association meets on the last
Monday of the month as
needed.

Next meeting:
Monday, January 25
6:15-8:30 p.m.
(Social time 6:15-6:30)

LOCATION:

Page-Walker Arts &
History Center

Agenda:

6 Discuss subwatershed (s)
to focus upon for BMP
retrofits and monitoring

6 Education/outreach
planning

6 Update on EPA status for
Black Creek by NCDWQ
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Potential Stormwater BMPs in Public Places

In August, a small group (C. Bass & C. Perrin; NCSU; M.  Photos of the sites were shown to the BCWA at a meet-
Woodward, Wake Ext.; C. Brown, D. McRainey, P. Kuhn, ingin August. Since then, we met with West Cary Middle

Town of Cary; S. Davenport, PRCR Brd) met at Cary School VP Ramirez and teachers to gauge their interest
Town Hall to discuss potential locations for stormwater  in BMPs (yes!) and walk the site. We set up a matrix
BMP retrofits on municipal property. They created a (shown below) to qualitatively compare the sites based

list and then visited the locations to look for opportuni-  on the criteria of educational value, stormwater runoff
ties. Only one site was determined as impractical and volume reduction, pollution reduction, and habitat crea-
removed from the list- the old Cary Elementary School  tion. We will move forward with one or more of these
building. Since renovation plans have been completed  after the next grant begins in January.

that already include some BMPs and construction will

begin soon, the group decided that working on the site

would be difficult.

Site Name Location Type of Retrofit Education Volume Pollutant Habitat
value reduced reduced creation
Page Walker Downtown, drainsto  Cistern and raingarden High- public Low low low
Center Swift Creek or site
Walnut Crk
Town Hall Adjacent to parking Treatment train- filter High- public high high med
deck on grassy area strips, wetland site
North Cary Picnic pad/shelter Cistern, bioretention High- public low low low
Park Restroom facility around pad, restroom use
Robert J. Downstream of lower Stormwater wetland Med-public site  high High Low/
(clole|To] [ N ETI'@N parking lot but in woods tradeoff
Adjacent to tennis Invasive plant (kudzu) Low None None high
courts removal
West Cary Evans Rd adjacentto  Bioretention in existing High- school Med Med med
W CIERT G greenway raised parking lot island  site
Bioretention between High- school Med med med
school and parking lot site
Pervious pavement in Med- staff Low Low Low
small lot parking lot on
side

SHOUT OUTS!

We want to give a special thank you to NCSU Office of Extension, Engagement, and Economic Development for
providing us with a “Just in Time” grant this fall, which allowed us to continue our work on Black Creek until the

next EPA 319 grant begins in January.

A hearty thank you and good luck to Steve Smutko for his help with this project, and for his work as chair of the
Town of Cary Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources Advisory Board. Steve and his

wife, Mary, are heading to Wyoming where Steve has accepted a professorship at
University of Wyoming.
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