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[57] ABSTRACT

An emitter switched thyristor with buried dielectric
layer includes a contiguous P-N-P-N series of semicon-
ductor regions between an anode contact and cathode
contact. These regions correspond to an anode region
of second conductivity type, a first base region of first
conductivity type, a second base region of second con-
ductivity type on the first base region, and a floating
emitter region contacting the second base region and
forming a P-N junction therewith. In addition, a field
effect transistor is also provided between the cathode
contact and the floating emitter for controlling turn-on
and turn-off. An insulating region is also provided be-
tween the cathode region and the second base region
and prevents the formation of a parasitic thyristor be-
tween the cathode contact and the anode contact. The
insulating region preferably includes a buried dielectric
layer selected from the group consisting of SiO3, SizNg,
Al203and MgAl>0s. The insvlating region is preferably
formed using SIMOX processing techniques.
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EMITTER SWITCHED THYRISTOR WITH
BURIED DIELECTRIC LAYER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to application Ser. No.
07/990,062, entitled INSULATED GATE BIPOLAR
TRANSISTOR WITH REDUCED SUSCEPTIBIL-
ITY TO PARASITIC LATCH-UP; and application
Ser. No. 07/990,659, entitled BASE RESISTANCE
CONTROLLED THYRISTOR WITH INTE-
GRATED SINGLE POLARITY GATE CON-
TROL; both filed concurrently herewith.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to semiconductor
switching devices, and more particularly to thyristors
with MOS-gated control for inhibiting parasitic thy-
ristor formation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The development of semiconductor switching tech-
nology for high power applications in motor drive cir-
cuits, appliance controls and lighting ballasts, for exam-
ple, began with the bipolar junction transistor. As the
technology matured, bipolar devices became capable of
handling large current densities in the range of 40-50
A/cm?, with blocking voltages of 600 V.

Despite the attractive power ratings achieved by
bipolar transistors, there exist several fundamental
drawbacks to the suitability of bipolar transistors for all
high power applications. First of all, bipolar transistors
are current controlled devices. For example, a large
control current into the base, typically one fifth to one
tenth of the collector current, is required to maintain
the device in an operating mode. Even larger base cur-
rents, however, are required for high speed forced turn-
off. These characteristics make the base drive circuitry
complex and expensive. The bipolar transistor is also
vulnerable to breakdown if a high current and high
voltage are simultaneously applied to the device, as
commonly required in inductive power circuit applica-
tions, for example. Furthermore, it is difficult to parallel
connect these devices since current diversion to a single
device occurs at high temperatures, making emitter
ballasting schemes necessary.

The power MOSFET was developed to address this
base drive problem. In a power MOSFET, a gate elec-
trode bias is applied for turn-on and turn-off control.
Turn-on occurs when a conductive channel is formed
between the MOSFET’s source and drain regions under
appropriate bias. The gate electrode is separated from
the device’s active area by an intervening insulator,
typically silicon dioxide. Because the gate is insulated
from the active area, little if any gate current is required
in either the on-state or off-state. The gate current is
also kept small during switching because the gate forms
a capacitor with the device’s active area. Thus, only
charging and discharging current (“displacement cur-
rent”) is required. The high input impedance of the
gate, caused by the insulator, is a primary feature of the
power MOSFET. Moreover, because of the minimal
current demands on the gate, the gate drive circuitry
and devices can be easily implemented on a single chip.
As compared to bipolar technology, the simple gate
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2
control provides for a large reduction in cost and a
significant improvement in reliability.

These benefits are offset, however, by the high on-
resistance of the MOSFET’s active region, which arises
from the absence of minority carrier injection. As a
result, the device’s operating forward current density is
limited to relatively low values, typically in the range of
10 A/cm?, for a 600 V device, as compared to 40-50
A/cm? for the bipolar transistor.

On the basis of these features of power bipolar transis-
tors and MOSFET devices, hybrid devices embodying
a combination of bipolar current conduction with
MOS-controlied current flow were developed - and
found to provide significant advantages over single
technologies such as bipolar or MOSFET alone. Thus,
in the insulated gate transistor (IGT), disclosed in an
article by inventor B. J. Baliga, and M. S. Adler, R. P.
Love, P. V. Gray and N. Zommer, entitled “The Insu-
lated Gate Transistor: A New Three terminal MOS Con-
trolled Bipolar Power Device,” IEEE Trans. Electron
Devices, ED-31, pp. 821-828 (1984), on-state losses
were shown to be greatly reduced when compared to
power MOSFETs. This was caused by the conductivity
modulation of the IGT’s drift region during the on-
state. Moreover, very high conduction current densities
in the range of 200-300 A/cm? can also be achieved.
Accordingly, an IGT can be expected to have a con-
duction current density approximately 20 times that of a
power MOSFET and five (5) times that of an equiva-
lently sized bipolar transistor. Typical turn-off times for
the IGT can be expected to be in the range of 10-50 ps.
A cross-sectional representation of a typical insulated
gate transistor is shown in FIG. 1.

Although gate-controlled transistors, such as the
IGT, represent an improvement over using bipolar or
MOSFET devices alone, even lower conduction losses
can be expected by using a thyristor. This is because
thyristors offer a higher degree of conductivity modula-
tion and a lower forward voltage drop when turned on.
Consequently, the investigation of thyristors is of great
interest so long as adequate methods for providing
forced gate turn-off can also be developed. As will be
understood by one skilled in the art, a thyristor in its
simplest form comprises a four-layer P1-N1-P2-N2 de-
vice with three P-N junctions in series: J1, J2, and J3,
respectively. The four layers correspond to the anode
(P1), the first base region (N1), the second base or P-
base region (P2) and the cathode (N2), respectively. In
the forward blocking state, the anode is biased positive
with respect to the cathode and junctions J1 and J3 are
forward biased and J2 is reversed-biased and most of the
forward voltage drop occurs across the central junction
J2. In the forward conducting state, all three junctions
are forward biased and the voltage drop across the
device is very low and approximately equal to the volt-
age drop across a single forward biased P-N junction.

An inherent limitation to the use of thyristors for high
current applications is sustained latch-up, however,
arising from the coupled P1-N1-P2 and N1-P2-N2 bipo-
lar transistors which make up the four layers of the
thyristor. This is because sustained thyristor latch-up
can result in catastrophic device failure if the latched-up
current is not otherwise sufficiently controlled by exter-
nal circuitry or by reversing the anode potential. Sus-
tained latch-up can occur, for example, when the sum-
mation of the current gains for the thyristor’s regenera-
tively coupled P1-N1-P2 and wide base P1-N2-P2 tran-
sistors exceeds unity. An alternative to providing exter-
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nal circuitry or reversing the anode potential to obtain
turn-off, however, is to use a MOS-gate for controlling
turn-on and turn-off.

Several methods for obtaining MOS-gate control
over thyristor action, including latch-up, exist. For
example, in the MOS-controlled thyristor MCT), turn-
off is provided by shorting the emitter-base junction of
the N-P-N transistor to thereby produce a reduction in
gain. This form of control ideally raises the holding
current of the thyristor to a level above the operating
current level. Accordingly, an MCT structure has been
reported which utilizes a P-channel MOSFET inte-
grated into the cathode region of a thyristor for turn-off
control, and an N-channel MOSFET integrated into the
P-base region for turn-on control, as shown in FIG. 2.
This device and its complementary counterpart are
described in an article by V. A. K. Temple, entitled
“The MOS Controlled Thyristor,” published in IEDM
Technology Digest, Abstract 10.7, pp. 282-285, (1984).
However, the maximum controllable current density,
which is a direct measure of a device’s ability to turn-
off, is limited by the MOSFET inversion-layer channel
resistance and other resistances in the base region. Be-
cause of the lower mobility for holes in silicon, MCT’s
built from n-type high-voltage drift layers exhibit poor
current turn-off characteristics.

Other examples of MOS-gated thyristors include the
depletion-mode thyristor (DMT), shown in FIG. 3,
which overcame many of the drawbacks associated
with the MCT. In the DMT, a depletion-mode MOS-
FET is placed in series with the base of the P-N-P tran-
sistor. Accordingly, once the thyristor is turned-on,
current flow can be shut off by application of a negative
gate bias. This eliminates the base drive by pinching off
the base current to the P-N-P transistor and shuts off the
device.

Recently, a base resistance controlled thyristor
(BRT) was described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,099,300, to
inventor B. J. Baliga, and an article entitled “4 New
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Achieved by Controlling the Base Resistance,” by M. Nan-
dakumar, inventor B. J. Baliga, M. Shekar, and S. Tan-
don and A. Reisman, IEEE Electron Device Letters,
Vol. 12, No. 5, pp. 227-229, May, 1991, both of which
are hereby incorporated herein by reference. The BRT
operates by modulating the lateral P-base resistance of
the thyristor using MOS gate control. Operational
BRTs with 600-volt forward blocking capability, such
as the one shown in FIG. 4, have been developed. FIG.
4 is a reproduction of FIG. 1 from the aforesaid Nan-
dakumar, et al. article. The BRT can be turned-off by
application of a negative bias to a P-channel enhance-
ment-mode MOSFET to thereby reduce the resistance
of the P-base by shunting majority charge carriers to
the cathode. As will be understood by one skilled in the
art, the reduction in P-base resistance results in an in-
crease in the device’s holding current to above the oper-
ational current level and shuts-off the device.

In another device, described in an article entitled
“The MOS-Gated Emitter Switched Thyristor,” by inven-
tor B. J. Baliga, published in IEEE Electron Device
Letters, Vol. 11, No. 2, pp. 75-77, February, 1990, turn-
on is achieved by forcing the thyristor current to flow
through an N-channel enhancement-mode MOSFET
and floating N+temitter integrated within the P-base
region. This article is hereby incorporated herein by
reference. A cross-sectional representation of this struc-
ture and equivalent circuit is shown in FIGS. 5A and

45

60

4

5B, which are reproductions of FIG. 1 from the afore-
said Baliga article. As will be understood by one skilled
in the art, the length of the floating N+emitter region,
which determines the value of large resistance R shown
in FIG. 5B, controls the holding and triggering current
for the device. Turn-off of the emitter switched device
(EST) is accomplished by reducing the gate voltage on
the MOSFET to below the threshold voltage. This cuts
off the floating N+region from the cathode and ideally
shuts-off the device.

Unfortunately, the integration of the MOSFET into
the P-base region causes a parasitic thyristor to be
formed, as shown in FIG. 5A, wherein the N+source
region of the N-channel MOSFET also comprises the
N+emitter of the vertical parasitic thyristor between
the anode and cathode. If this thyristor turns-on, the
EST can no longer be turned off by reducing the MOS-
FET gate voltage to zero. Turn-on of the parasitic
thyristor is initiated by the onset of electron injection
from the N+emitter region of the parasitic thyristor
when forward biased, and is dictated by the resistance
of the P-base under the N+emitter region. The likeli-
hood that parasitic latch-up will occur can be reduced if
the P-base resistance (small R) is lowered by making the
length of the N+emitter region small and by using a
P+diffusion to reduce the sheet resistance of the P-base.
By keeping the resistance under the N+emitter of the
parasitic thyristor as small as possible, the likelihood
that the P+/N+junction will become forward biased
when the thyristor is turned-on is reduced. The likeli-
hood of injection of electrons from the N+emitter can
also be reduced by shorting the P+diffusion to the cath-
ode, as shown. Notwithstanding these techniques to
prevent latch-up, however, a multicell EST switching
device rated for 1 amp has been shown to be susceptible
to parasitic latch-up failure at about 2.5 amps for a gate
voltage of 10 volts for a 600 volt device. This low latch-
up level limits the suitability of using emitter switched
devices for higher current applications.

Other attempts to limit the likelihood of sustained
parasitic latch-up have been made. For example, in a
related copending application entitled Emitter
Switched Thyristor with Base Resistance Control, Ser.
No. 07/897,456, filed Jun. 10, 1992, by M. S. Shekar, M.
Nandakumar and inventor B. J. Baliga, the probability
of sustained parasitic thyristor action preventing turn-
off was reduced by incorporating a current diverting
means adjacent the parasitic thyristor to thereby reduce
the effective resistance of the second base region during
turn-off and further inhibit latch-up by preventing the
forward biasing of the P+/N+junction beneath the
cathode.

Notwithstanding these attempts to limit the suscepti-
bility to sustained parasitic thyristor latch-up, the pres-
ence of an adjacent parasitic thyristor between the
anode and cathode poses a risk that under certain oper-
ating conditions, parasitic latch-up will occur.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide a semiconductor switching device with high
input impedance, low on-state voltage drop and gate
controlled turn-on and turn-off.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a semiconductor switching device capable of being
turned off at high forward current densities and having
reduced susceptibility to parasitic latch-up.
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These and other objects are provided, according to
the present invention by a semiconductor switching
device comprising a thyristor having a floating emitter
region, transistor means for electrically connecting the
floating emitter region to the thyristor’s cathode region,
and means, between the cathode region and the thy-
ristor’s second base region, for insulating the cathode
region from the second base region. By insulating the
cathode region from the second base region, the forma-
tion of a parasitic thyristor between the thyristor’s
anode region and cathode region is precluded.

In particular, the semiconductor switching device
according to the present invention comprises a thyristor
in a semiconductor substrate. The thyristor comprises
an anode region of second conductivity type, a first base
region of first conductivity type on the anode region, a
second base region of second conductivity type on the
first base region and a floating emitter region of first
conductivity type contacting the second base region
and forming a P-N junction therewith. A cathode re-
gion is also provided, in the substrate, preferably adja-
cent the floating emitter region. The cathode region is
electrically connected to a cathode contact, and is sepa-
rated from the floating emitter region by transistor
means. The transistor means is provided for electrically
connecting the cathode region to the floating emitter
region when a turn-on bias signal of appropriate polar-
ity is applied thereto.

An insulating region is provided between the second
base region and the cathode region. The insulating re-
gion prevents direct electrical conduction between the
second base region and the cathode region and elimi-
nates the contiguous P-N-P-N region that would other-
wise exist between the anode region and cathode region
and cause parasitic thyristor latch-up. The insulating
region can comprise a buried dielectric layer in the
substrate selected from the group consisting of SiO,
Si3Ns4, AlO3 and MgAl,Qs, but may also comprise
other similar dielectric materials compatible with semi-
conductor device processing. Thus, while many prior
art thyristors include contiguous P-N-P-N regions be-
tween the anode and cathode contacts and are suscepti-
ble to parasitic latch-up, the presence of an insulating
region between the cathode region and the second base
region prevents the formation of a parasitic thyristor.

The transistor means preferably comprises a first
conductivity type channel enhancement-mode field
effect transistor on the insulating region, between the
cathode region and the floating emitter region. Accord-
ingly, in response to an appropriate polarity bias signal,
a conductive channel is created between the cathode
region and the floating emitter region. This electrical
connection facilitates turn-on, and the removal of the
electrical connection provides turn-off. Turn-on of the
semiconductor switching device is further facilitated by
the presence of turn-on gating means in the second base
region, between the floating emitter region and the first
base region. The turn-on gating means preferably com-
prises a first conductivity type channel enhancement-
mode field effect transistor also. As will be understood
by one skilled in the art, if the gates of the two field
effect transistors are electrically connected, the semi-
conductor switching device will have three external
connections and will be operable with single-polarity
gate control for both turn-on and turn-off.

Accordingly, the semiconductor switching device
according to the present invention comprises an emit-
ter-switched thyristor, and means, between the thy-
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6

ristor’s cathode region and the thyristor’s second base
region, for insulating the cathode region from the sec-
ond base region and preventing direct electrical con-
duction therebetween. The insulating region prevents a
contiguous P-N-P-N region from forming between the
cathode region and the anode region and causing un-
controlled latch-up.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art insulated gate transistor (IGT).

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art MOS-Controlled Thyristor MCT).

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art Depletion Mode Thyristor (DMT).

FIG. 4 illustrates a three-dimensional cross-sectional
representation of a prior art Base Resistance Controlled
Thyristor (BRT).

FIG. 5A illustrates a cross-sectional representation of
a prior art Emitter Switched Thyristor (EST).

FIG. 5B illustrates an equivalent electrical circuit
schematic for the EST shown in FIG. 5A.

FIG. 6 illustrates a three-dimensional cross-sectional
representation of the semiconductor switching device
according to the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The present invention will now be described more
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention is shown. This invention may, however, be
embodied in different forms including a complementary
structure and should not be construed as limited to the
embodiment set forth herein. Rather, this embodiment
is provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete, and will fully convey the scope of the inven-
tion to those skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like
elements throughout.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a three-dimensional repre-
sentation of the semiconductor switching device 10
according to the present invention is shown. The
switching device comprises a thyristor having contigu-
ous P-N-P-N regions 11-14. Accordingly, the thyristor
comprises an anode region 11, a first base region 12, a
second base region 13 and a floating emitter region 14.
The anode region 11 comprises an anode contact metal-
lization layer 15 and a relatively highly doped region of
second conductivity type 16. The first base region 12
extends to a face 17 of the semiconductor substrate 20.
A second base region 13 of second conductivity type is
also formed on the first base region 12. A floating emit-
ter region 14 is also provided and contacts the second
base region 13 to thereby form a P-N junction.

As will be understood by one skilled in the art, tran-
sistor means 30 comprises a first conductivity type
channel enhancement-mode field effect transistor and
performs the function of electrically connecting the
cathode region 18 to the floating emitter region 14 in
response to an appropriate polarity bias signal. It also
performs the function of turning off the thyristor when
the bias signal is removed. The active region of the field
effect transistor comprises region 31 of second conduc-
tivity type. If the active region 31 is of P-type conduc-
tivity, a positive bias signal to gate electrode 33 will
create an inversion layer channel 34 beneath gate oxide
32 and between the floating emitter region 14 (drain)
and the cathode region 18 (source).
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Still referring to FIG. 6, the switching device 10 also
includes means for insulating the cathode region 18
from the second base region 13 and for preventing the
formation of a parasitic thyristor between the anode
region 11 and the cathode region 18. The insulating
means preferably comprises an insulating region 40
between the cathode region 18 and the second base
region 13. The insulating region is preferably a buried
dielectric layer selected from the group consisting of
Si0;, SisNy4, AlO3 and MgAl,O4, but may also com-
prise other dielectric materials compatible with semi-
conductor device processing. The dielectric layer may
be formed by conventional implanted oxygen (SIMOX)
technologies. Alternatively, the insulating region can be
grown on the surface of a semiconductor substrate and
epitaxial lateral overgrowth (ELO) process techniques
can be used to form the floating emitter and the transis-
tor means on the insulating region.

As will be understood by one skilled in the art, the
presence of the insulating region 40 between the cath-
ode region 18 and the second base region 13 precludes
the formation of a regeneratively coupled parasitic thy-
ristor region between the anode contact 15 and the
cathode contact 35. Accordingly, parasitic thyristor
latch-up is prevented and gate controlled turn-on and
turn-off is provided by the transistor means 30. For
additional electrical isolation between the cathode re-
gion 18 and the second base region 13, an extension of
the insulating region 40, i.e., insulating region 19, may
be incorporated in the substrate 20. Accordingly, the
cathode contact 35, insulating region 40 and insulating
region 19 prevent the cathode region 18 from electri-
cally contacting the second base region 13.

To further facilitate turn-on, the floating emitter 14 is
electrically connected to the first base region 12 in
order to provide the base drive current required to
initiate thyristor operation in regions 11-14. This elec-
trical connection is provided by turn-on gating means
45, in the second base region. Preferably, the turn-on
gating means 45 comprises a first conductivity type
channel enhancement-mode field effect transistor such
as a MOSFET, having gate 44 and gate oxide 43. The
MOSFET electrically connects the first base region 12
to the floating emitter region 14, via the inversion chan-
nel 42, when an appropriate polarity turn-on bias signal
is applied to gate 44. When the electrical connection
provided by the turn-on gating means 45 is combined
with the electrical connection provided the inversion
layer channel 34, turn on of the thyristor will occur if
the anode region 11 is biased positive with respect to the
cathode region 18.

Although not necessary for turning off the thyristor,

the rate of turn-off can be increased by providing a
relatively highly doped region of second conductivity
type 36 in the substrate 20, adjacent the second base
region 13. This region, referred to as a diverter region
by the art, provides a highly conductive path to the
cathode contact 35. Accordingly, a second conductiv-
ity type channel enhancement-mode field effect transis-
tor 39, having gate 44 and gate oxide 43, can be used to
provide an electrical connection between the second
base region 13 and the diverter region 36, to thereby
shunt majority carriers in the second base region 13 to
the cathode contact 35 during turn off. However, incor-
porating this additional feature for turning off the thy-
ristor may require the application of a bias signal of
opposite polarity from the bias signal used to turn-on
the thyristor. Moreover, because the diverter region 36
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is adjacent the second base region, the lateral dimen-
sions of the semiconductor switching device may be
increased, thereby reducing the degree of integration of
unit cells, otherwise achievable in a semiconductor
substrate.

In the drawings and specification, there have been
disclosed typical preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion and, although specific terms are employed, they are
used in a generic and descriptive sense only and not for
purposes of limitation, the scope of the invention being
set forth in the following claims.

That which is claimed:

1. A semiconductor switching device comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

a thyristor in said substrate, said thyristor having an
anode region, a first base region of first conductiv-
ity type on said anode region, a second base region
of second conductivity type on said first base re-
gion, and a floating emitter region of first conduc-
tivity type contacting said second base region and
forming a P-N junction therewith;

a cathode region of first conductivity type in said
substrate, at a face thereof;

transistor means in said substrate for electrically con-
necting said cathode region to said floating emitter
region in response to a first turn-on bias signal; and

means, including an electrical insulator in said sub-
strate between said cathode region and said anode
region, for preventing parasitic regenerative con-
duction between the P-N-P-N regions formed by
said anode region, said first base region, said sec-
ond base region and said cathode region, while
allowing regenerative conduction between the
P-N-P-N regions formed by said anode region, said
first base region, said second base region and said
floating emitter region.

2. The semiconductor switching device of claim 1,
wherein said electrical insulator extends between said
cathode region and said second base region.

3. The semiconductor switching device of claim 2,
wherein said transistor means comprises a first conduc-
tivity type channel enhancement-mode field effect tran-
sistor having an active region between said cathode
region and said floating emitter region, and on said
electrical insulator.

4. The semiconductor switching device of claim 3,
wherein said electrical insulator is selected from the
group consisting of SiO;, Si3N4, Al;03 and MgAI>04.

§. The semiconductor switching device of claim 3,
further comprising turn-on gating means in said second
base region for electrically connecting said floating
emitter region to said first base region in response to a
second turn-on bias signal.

6. The semiconductor switching device of claim §,
wherein said turn-on gating means comprises a first
conductivity type channel enhancement-mode field
effect transistor in said second base region, between said
floating emitter region and said first base region.

7. An emitter-switched thyristor comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

an anode region in said substrate;

a first base region of first conductivity type on said
anode region and extending to a face of said sub-
strate;

a second base region of second conductivity type on
said first base region;

an electrical insulating region on said second base
region;
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a floating emitter region of first conductivity type on
said electrical insulating region, said floating emit-
ter contacting said second base region and forming
a P-N junction therewith;

a cathode contact at the face;

a cathode region of first conductivity type on said
electrical insulating region, electrically connected
to said cathode contact; and

transistor means on said electrical insulating region
for electrically connecting said cathode region and
said floating emitter region in response to a first
turn-on bias signal.

8. The emitter-switched thyristor of claim 7, wherein
said electrical insulating region is selected from the
group of Si0;, SisNg, Al;O3 and MgALOq4.

9. The emitter-switched thyristor of claim 7, wherein
said transistor means comprises a first conductivity type
channel enhancement-mode MOSFET having a source
in said cathode region and a drain in said floating emit-
ter region,

10. The emitter-switched thyristor of claim 9, further
comprising turn-on gating means in said second base
region for electrically connecting said floating emitter
region to said first base region in response to a second
turn-on bias signal.

11. The emitter-switched thyristor of claim 10,
wherein said turn-on gating means comprises a first
conductivity type channel enhancement-mode field
effect transistor between said floating emitter region
and said first base region.

12. The emitter-switched thyristor of claim 11, fur-
ther comprising a diverter region of second conductiv-
ity type in said first base region, outside and adjacent
said second base region and electrically connected to
said cathode contact; and a second conductivity type
channel enhancement-mode field effect transistor in
said substrate, between said second base region and said
diverter region.
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13. A semiconductor switching device comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

a thyristor in said substrate, said thyristor having an
anode region, a first base region of first conductiv-
ity type on said anode region, a second base region
of second conductivity type on said first base re-
gion and extending to a face of said substrate, and
a floating emitter region of first conductivity type
in said substrate and contacting said second base
region to thereby form a P-N junction;

a cathode contact at the face;

means in said substrate and including an electrical
insulator between said cathode contact and said
second base region, for preventing parasitic thy-
ristor latch-up between said cathode contact and
said anode region; and

transistor means in said substrate for electrically con-
necting said cathode contact to said floating emit-
ter region in response to a first turn-on bias signal.

14. The semiconductor switching device of claim 13,
wherein said transistor means comprises a first conduc-
tivity type channel enhancement-mode field effect tran-
sistor having an active region on said electrical insula-
tor, between said cathode contact and said floating
emitter region.

15. The semiconductor switching device of claim 14,
wherein said electrical insulator is selected from the
group consisting of Si0Oy, Si3N4, Al;O3 and MgA1,Oq4.

16. The semiconductor switching device of claim 14,
further comprising turn-on gating means in said second
base region for electrically connecting said floating
emitter region to said first base region in response to a
second turn-on bias signal.

17. The semiconductor switching device of claim 16,
wherein said turn-on gating means comprises a first
conductivity type channel enhancement-mode field
effect transistor in said second base region, between said

floating emitter region and said first base region.
* %X *® *x %
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