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[57 ABSTRACT

A silicon carbide switching device includes a three-ter-
minal interconnected silicon MOSFET and silicon car-
bide MESFET (or JFET) in a composite substrate of
silicon and silicon carbide. For three terminal opera-
tion, the gate electrode of the silicon carbide MESFET
is electrically shorted to the source region of the silicon
MOSFET, and the source region of the silicon carbide
MESFET is electrically connected to the drain of the
silicon MOSFET in the composite substrate. Accord-
ingly, three-terminal control is provided by the source
and gate electrode of the silicon MOSFET and the
drain of the silicon carbide MESFET (or JFET). The
switching device is designed to be normally-off and
therefore blocks positive drain biases when the MOS-
FET gate electrode is shorted to the source electrode.
At low drain biases, blocking is provided by the MOS-
FET, which has a nonconductive silicon active region.
Higher drain biases are supported by the formation of a
depletion region in the silicon carbide MESFET (or
JFET). To turn-on the device, the gate electrode is
biased positive and an inversion layer channel of rela-
tively low resistance is formed in the silicon active
region. The channel electrically connects the source of
the silicon carbide MESFET (or JFET) with the source
of the silicon MOSFET to thereby turn-on the device
when a positive drain bias is applied.

28 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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SILICON CARBIDE SWITCHING DEVICE WITH
RECTIFYING-GATE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to semiconductor
switching devices and more particularly to silicon car-
bide switching devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The silicon bipolar transistor has been the device of
choice for motor drive circuits, appliance controls,
robotics and lighting ballasts. This is because bipolar
transistors can be designed to handle relatively large
current densities in the range of 40-50 A/cm? and sup-
port relatively high blocking voltages in the range of
500~1000 V.

Despite the attractive power ratings achieved by
bipolar transistors, there exist several fundamental
drawbacks to their suitability for all high power appli-
cations. First of all, bipolar transistors are current con-
trolled devices which require relatively large base cur-
rents, typically one fifth to one tenth of the collector
current, to maintain the transistor in an operating mode.
Proportionally larger base currents can be expected for
applications which also require high speed turn-off.
Because of the large base current demands, the base
drive circuitry for controlling turn-on and turn-off is
relatively complex and expensive. Bipolar transistors
are also vulnerable to premature breakdown if a high
current and high voltage are simultaneously applied to
the device, as commonly required in inductive power
circuit applications. Furthermore, it is relatively diffi-
cult to operate bipolar transistors in parallel because
current diversion to a single transistor typically occurs
at high temperatures, making emitter ballasting schemes
necessary.

The silicon power MOSFET was developed to ad-
dress this base drive problem. In a power MOSFET, the
gate is used to provide turn-on and turn-off control
upon tlie application of an appropriate gate signal bias.
For example, turn-on in an N-type enhancement MOS-
FET occurs when a conductive N-type inversion layer
is formed in the P-type channel region in response to the
application of a positive gate bias. The inversion layer
electrically connects the N-type source and drain re-
gions and allows for majority carrier conduction there-
between. The power MOSFETs gate electrode is sepa-
rated from the channel region by an intervening insulat-
ing layer, typically silicon dioxide. Because the gate is
insulated from the channel region, little if any gate cur-
rent is required to maintain the MOSFET in a conduc-
tive state or to switch the MOSFET from an on-state to
an off-state or vice-versa. The gate current is kept small
during switching because the gate forms a capacitor
with the MOSFET’s channel region. Thus, only charg-
ing and discharging current (“displacement current”) is
required during switching. Because of the high input
impedance associated with the insulated-gate electrode,

- minimal current demands are placed on the gate and the
gate drive circuitry can be easily implemented.

Moreover, because current conduction in the MOS-
FET occurs through majority carrier transport only,
the delay associated with the recombination of excess
minority carriers is not present. Accordingly, the
switching speed of power MOSFETSs can be made or-
ders of magnitude faster than that of bipolar transistors.
Unlike bipolar transistors, power MOSFETSs can be
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designed to withstand high current densities and the
application of high voltages for relatively long dura-
tions, without encountering the destructive failure
mechanism known as “second breakdown”. Power
MOSFETs can also easily be paralleled, because the
forward voltage drop of power MOSFETs increases
with increasing temperature, thereby promoting an
even current distribution in parallel connected devices.

In view of the above desirable characteristics, many
variations of power MOSFETS have been designed for
high power applications. Two of the most popular types
are the double-diffused MOSFET (DMOS) device and
the trench-gate MOSFET (UMOS). Both of these de-
vices are vertical devices, having a source region lo-
cated on one face of a semiconductor substrate and a
drain region located on an opposite face.

The DMOS structure and its operation and fabrica-
tion are described in the textbook entitled Modern Power
Devices by inventor B.J. Baliga, the disclosure of which
is hereby incorporated herein by reference. Chapter 6 of
this textbook describes power MOSFETs at pages
263-343. FIG. 1 herein is a reproduction of FIG. 6.1(a)
from the above cited textbook, and illustrates a cross-
sectional view of a basic DMOS structure. As shown,
the DMOS structure is fabricated using planar diffusion
technology, with a refractory gate such as polycrystal-
line silicon (polysilicon). The P-base region and the N+
source region are typically diffused through a common
window defined by the edge of the polysilicon gate.
The P-base region is typically driven in deeper than the
N+ source. The difference in the lateral diffusion be-
tween the P-base and N+ source regions defines the
channel length. The length of the channel is an impor-
tant design parameter because it has a strong influence
on the DMOSFET’s on-resistance and transconduct-
ance.

Turn-on of a power DMOS is controlled by the in-
sulated-gate electrode. Referring to FIG. 1, a highly
conductive inversion layer channel can be generated in
the P-base region upon the application of a positive gate
bias. This inversion layer channel electrically connects
the source region to the drift region, thereby allowing
conduction between the source and drain upon the
application of an appropriate drain bias. To switch the
power DMOS to the off-state, the gate bias voltage is
reduced to zero by externally short circuiting the gate
electrode to the source electrode. In order to insure that
the parasitic bipolar transistor formed by the N+
source, P-base and N-drift region is kept inactive during
operation of the power DMOS, the P-base region is
short circuited to the N+ source, as shown in FIG. 1.

The UMOS device, also referred to as a “Trench
DMOS” device, is described in publications entitled An
Ultra-Low On-Resistance Power MOSFET Fabricated by
Using a Fully Self-Aligned Process, by Ueda et al., IEEE
Transactions on Electron Devices, Vol. ED34, No. 4,
April, (1987), pp. 926~930; Numerical and Experimental
Comparison of 60 V Vertical Double-Diffused MOSFETS
and MOSFETS with a Trench-Gate Structure by Chang,
Solid State Electronics, Vol. 32, No. 3, pp. 247-251,
(1989); Trench DMOS Transistor Technology for High-
Current (1004 Range) Switching by Buluce et al., Solid
State Electronics, Vol. 34, No. 5, pp. 493-507, (1991);
Extended Trench-Gate Power UMOSFET Structure with
Ultralow Specific On-Resistance by Syau et al., Electron-
ics Letters, Vol. 28, No. 9, pp. 865-867, (1992); and
Optimized Trench MOSFET Technologies for Power De-
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vices by Shenai, IEEE Transactions on Electron De-
vices, Vol. 39, No. 6, pp. 1435-1443, June (1992). As
described in the aforementioned article by Ueda, the
UMOS contains a rectangular trench which makes each
unit cell relatively small and provides for high levels of
integration. FIG. 2 herein is a reproduction of a portion
of FIG. 1 from the Ueda article. The device is fabri-
cated by diffusing P-base and N+ source regions into
an N— epitaxial drift region of an N+ substrate. Reac-
tive ion etching is then used to form rectangular
grooves or trenches in the substrate, followed by an
oxidation step to form the gate insulating layer. A first
polysilicon layer is also grown and slightly oxidized and
a second polysilicon layer is deposited for groove fill-
ing. In order to form the gate, the first polysilicon layer
is etched off and then the device is metallized.

However, for high power applications, the perfor-
mance of both the vertical DMOS and UMOS struc-
tures is limited by the presence of a P-N junction be-
tween the source and drain, which can slow the re-
sponse time when switching from a high forward cur-
rent on-state to the off-state. A silicon power MOSFET
which does not suffer from the presence of a P-N junc-
tion is shown in FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a reproduction of
FIG. 4 from U.S Pat. No. 4,903,189 to Ngo et al., enti-
tled Low Noise, High Frequency Synchronous Rectifier,
the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated herein
by reference. This MOSFET 170, which includes
trenches 178 at a face thereof is commonly referred to
as an accumulation-mode FET (“ACCU-FET”) be-
cause turn-on is achieved by forming a conductive ac-
cumulation layer between the FET’s source 186 and
drain 182 regions.

In addition to the above-mentioned silicon-based
power transistors, attempts have been made to develop
power transistors based in silicon carbide because of
silicon carbide’s wide bandgap, high melting point, low
dielectric constant, high breakdown field strength, high
thermal conductivity and high saturated electron drift
velocity compared to silicon. These characteristics
allow silicon carbide power devices to operate at higher
temperatures, higher power levels and with lower spe-
cific on-resistance than conventional silicon based
power devices. One attempt to take advantage of silicon
carbide’s preferred characteristics is disclosed in com-
monly assigned U.S. Pat. No. 5,233,215 to inventor B.J.
Baliga, entitled Silicon Carbide Power MOSFET with
Floating Field Ring and Floating Field Plate, the disclo-
sure of which is hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence. FIG. 4is a reproduction of FIG. 4 from the Baliga
’215 patent. Unfortunately, operation of this device
requires the formation of an N-type silicon carbide
inversion layer channel in region 18, which may causes
a relatively high channel resistance and high on-state
resistance. It may also be difficult to form good quality
oxides on P-type silicon carbide using conventional
oxidation techniques.

Another attempt to develop silicon carbide devices
for high power applications is disclosed in an article by
Kelner et al. entitled 8-SiC MESFETs and Buried-Gate
JEFET's, IEEE Electron Device Letters, Vol. EDL-8,
No. 9, pp. 428-430, September (1987). Kelner et al.
discloses a lateral silicon carbide MESFET having an
N-type active region on top of a P-type layer and a
schottky barrier gate. Kelner et al. also discloses a
JFET having a buried-gate electrode formed of the
P-type layer. Unfortunately, the Kelner et al. FETs
suffer from an unnecessarily high output conductance,
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caused by leakage current in the P-type layer. Further-
more, complete channel pinch-off between the source
and drain regions could not be attained.

Therefore, notwithstanding the recognized benefits
of using power FETs for applications requiring high-
speed turn-off and low gate-drive currents, there con-
tinues to be a need for power devices which are capable
of sustaining high currents at high temperatures with
relatively low on-state resistance. There also continues
to be a need for power devices which are capable of
blocking relatively large drain to source voltages and
which do not suffer from large leakage currents.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide a semiconductor switching device capable of
sustaining high on-state current densities for high power
applications.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a semiconductor switching device having high
blocking voltage capability and low on-state resistance.

These and other objects are provided, according to
the present invention, by a three terminal gate-con-
trolled switching device formed by two interconnected
field effect transistors. The interconnected transistors
are an insulated-gate field effect transistor and a rectify-
ing-gate field effect transistor in a semiconductor sub-
strate. The gate and source of the rectifying-gate field
effect transistor are electrically connected to the source
and drain of the insulated-gate field effect transistor,
respectively. Moreover, the source and gate of the in-
sulated-gate field effect transistor and the drain of the
rectifying-gate field effect transistor form the source,
gate and drain of the three terminal switching device.
The rectifying-gate field effect transistor can comprise
either a silicon carbide JFET or a silicon carbide MES-
FET and the insulated-gate field effect transistor prefer-
ably comprises an N-channel enhancement-mode sili-
con MOSFET. Accordingly, a preferred embodiment
of the present invention includes interconnected silicon
and silicon carbide field effect transistors in a semicon-
ductor substrate which collectively form a three termi-
nal switching device suitable for high power applica-
tions.

In particular, a switching device of the present inven-
tion preferably comprises a semiconductor substrate
having first and second opposing faces and source and
drain contacts thereon, respectively. A silicon carbide
field effect transistor is provided in the substrate and
includes a gate, electrically connected to the source
contact at the first face, and a drain region, electrically
connected to the drain contact at the second face. A
silicon insulated-gate field effect transistor is also pro-
vided in the substrate, and it has an active region which
extends between the source region of the silicon carbide
field effect transistor and the source contact. The source
region of the silicon insulated-gate field effect transistor
ohmically contacts the source contact on the first face,
whereas its drain region is electrically connected to the
source region of the silicon carbide field effect transis-
tor.

Accordingly, application of a turn-on bias signal to
the gate electrode of the insulated-gate field effect tran-
sistor causes an electrical connection to be formed be-
tween the source region of the silicon carbide field
effect transistor and the source contact on the first face.
Application of a turn-on bias signal allows for majority
carrier conduction from the source contact to the drain
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contact when the drain contact is biased to a first polar-
ity relative to the source contact. Moreover, because
the gate of the silicon carbide field effect transistor is
electrically connected to the source contact, a flyback
diode is produced which becomes conductive when the
source contact is biased to a first polarity relative to the
drain contact. If the silicon carbide field effect transistor
is a MESFET, the flyback diode will comprise a
Schottky barrier rectifier for providing majority carrier
conduction from the drain contact to the source
contact.

The switching device of the present invention can
also comprise a semiconductor substrate a drift region
of first conductivity type (e.g., N-type) in the substrate.
A source region of first conductivity type is also pro-
vided in the semiconductor substrate, and extends to a
face thereof. The embodiment further includes insulat-
ed-gate transistor means having an active region of
second conductivity type (e.g., P-type) in the substrate.
Insulated-gate transistor means electrically connects the
source region at the first face to the drift region in re-
sponse to a turn-on bias signal. Rectifying-gate transis-
tor means is also provided in the substrate for control-
ling the conductivity of the drift region in response to
the application of a potential bias across the source
region and drift region. For three terminal device oper-
ation, the gate electrode of the rectifying-gate transistor
means is electrically connected to the source region at
the face.

A trench may also be provided in the substrate at the
face for facilitating the placement of the insulated-gate
transistor means. The trench preferably has a sidewall
extending between the source region at the face and the
drift region so that the gate electrode of the insulated-
gate transistor means can be formed on the trench side-
wall, adjacent an active region, which extends between
the source region and the drift region. The gate elec-
trode of the rectifying-gate transistor means can also be
formed on the sidewall and can also extend along the
bottom of the trench. The rectifying-gate thereby forms
a flyback diode with the adjacent drift region.

By interconnecting a silicon insulated-gate field effect
transistor with a silicon carbide rectifying-gate field
effect transistor (MESFET or JFET) as described
above, the performance advantages provided by both
materials can be simultaneously achieved in a single
three terminal device. In particular, a low breakdown
voltage silicon power MOSFET having low on-state
resistance can be combined with a high breakdown
voltage silicon carbide rectifying-gate field effect tran-
sistor to form a composite device having low on-state
resistance and high blocking voltage capability at zero
gate bias. Accordingly, unlike the aforementioned sili-
con carbide devices of the prior art, the three-terminal
switching device of the present invention does not re-
quire the formation of an inversion layer in silicon car-
bide, but complete pinch-off between the silicon source
region and silicon carbide drain region at zero gate bias
can be achieved. Moreover, the present invention does
not require the formation of an oxide on silicon carbide,
which is difficult to achieve.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art silicon power DMOSFET.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art silicon power UMOSFET.
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FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art silicon ACCUFET.

FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
prior art silicon carbide power MOSFET.

FIG. 5A schematically illustrates a silicon carbide
switching device with rectifying-gate, according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5B schematically illustrates a silicon carbide
switching device with rectifying-gate, according to a
second embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
siticon carbide switching device in a semiconductor
substrate, according to a preferred embodiment of FIG.
5A.

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
silicon carbide switching device in a semiconductor
substrate, according to the second embodiment of FIG.
5B.

FIG. 8, illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
silicon carbide switching device in a semiconductor
substrate, according to a third embodiment of the pres-
ent invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of a
silicon carbide switching device in a semiconductor
substrate, according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of
a silicon carbide switching device in a semiconductor
substrate, according to a fifth embodiment of the pres-
ent invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates a cross-sectional representation of
a silicon carbide switching device in a semiconductor
substrate, according to a sixth embodiment of the pres-
ent invention.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention now will be described more
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which preferred embodiments of the in-
vention are shown. This invention may, however, be
embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as limited to the embodiments set forth
herein. Rather, these embodiments are provided so that
this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will
fully convey the scope of the invention to those skilled
in the art. In the drawings, the thickness of layers and
regions are exaggerated for clarity. Like numbers refer
to like elements throughout.

Referring now to FIG. 5A, an electrical schematic
illustrating a three-terminal silicon carbide switching
device with rectifying-gate 10, according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention, will be described.
In particular, the three-terminal switching device 10
comprises an insulated-gate field effect transistor 12
(shown as a Si MOSFET) having a first source region
14, a first drain region 16 and an insulated-gate elec-
trode 18. As will be understood by those skilled in the
art, the insulated gate field effect transistor 12 is prefera-
bly an enhancement-mode device which is nonconduc-
tive at zero potential gate bias (shown by dotted lines).
Accordingly, conduction in the transistor 12 typically
requires the formation of an inversion layer channel in
the transistor’s active region. Alternatively, as de-
scribed with respect to FIGS. 8 and 9 described herein-
below, the transistor 12 may also be an ACCU-FET,
which is preferably designed to be nonconductive at
zero potential gate bias.
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A rectifying-gate field effect transistor 22 (shown as a
SiC MESFET), having a second source region 24, a
second drain region 26 and a rectifying-gate electrode
28 is also provided, connected to the insulated-gate field
effect transistor 12, as shown. Source and drain contacts
20 and 30, respectively, are also provided. Accordingly,
electrical connection to the three terminal device is
provided by the insulated-gate electrode 18, the source
contact 20 and the drain contact 30.

Referring now to FIG. 5B, an electrical schematic
illustrating a three-terminal silicon carbide switching
device with rectifying-gate 10’, according to a second
embodiment of the present invention, will be described.
In particular, the three-terminal switching device 10’
comprises a rectifying-gate field effect transistor 22’
(shown as a SiC JFET), having a second source region
24, a second drain region 26’ and a rectifying-gate elec-
trode 28, connected to the insulated-gate field effect
transistor 12, as shown.

To facilitate the formation of a preferred switching
device 10 of FIG. 5A, a composite semiconductor sub-
strate 48 having regions of both SiC and Si may be used.
In particular, FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional representation
of an embodiment of the switching device of FIG. 5A,
in the composite substrate 48, having a face 49 thereon.
The switching device 40 is formed by a plurality of
paraliel-connected switching cells 42, each of which
includes insulated-gate transistor means 44 and rectify-
ing-gate transistor means 46. Control of the device 40 is
provided by three terminals, including an insulated-gate
electrode 50, a source electrode 52 on the first face 49
and a drain electrode and contact 54 on an opposing
second face.

The switching cell 42 further includes a silicon car-
bide drift region 56 of first conductivity type and a
silicon source region 58 of first conductivity type at
opposing faces, in the semiconductor substrate 48. In-
sulated-gate transistor means 44 preferably includes a
silicon active region of second conductivity type be-
neath the source region 58 and a silicon drain region 57
of first conductivity type beneath the active region 60.
In response to an appropriate turn-on bias signal to the
insulated-gate electrode 50, the silicon source region 58
and silicon carbide drift region 56 become electrically
connected. As will be understood by those skilled in the
art, the application of a positive gate bias signal to the
insulated gate electrode 50 will cause the formation of a
conductive inversion layer channel 61 (N-type) in the
active region (shown as P-type), between the N+
source region 58 and the N+ drain region 57. Drain
region 57 ohmically contacts the silicon carbide drift
region 56. Although not shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the
active region 60 is held at the potential of the silicon
source region 58 by an appropriate connection.

Rectifying-gate transistor means 46 includes a rectify-
ing-gate 62, adjacent the drift region 56. The rectifying-
gate 62 is electrically connected to the source electrode
52 and the source contact 53, which ohmically contacts
the source region 58 at the first face 49. The rectifying-
gate 62 preferably forms a Schottky barrier rectifier
with the adjacent drift region 56.

A plurality of trenches 64 having width “W,” are also
formed in the composite substrate 48 to facilitate the
interconnection of insulated-gate transistor means 44
with the rectifying gate transistor means 46. Each of the
trenches preferably comprises a sidewall 65 extending
between the source region 58 and the drift region 56 and
a trench bottom, adjacent the drift region 56. Accord-
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ingly, insulated-gate transistor means 44 may include an
insulated-gate electrode 50 which extends adjacent the
sidewall 65 and rectifying-gate transistor means 46 may
include a rectifying-gate 62, which extends adjacent the
sidewall 65, between the insulated-gate electrode 50 and
the trench bottom. Preferably, the trenches 64 are
formed as a plurality of parallel stripes in the substrate
48, although other configurations may be used. Each
pair of adjacent trenches defines a mesa 66, wherein
insulated-gate transistor means 44 is formed.

As shown, insulated-gate transistor means 44 prefera-
bly comprises an N-Channel enhancement-mode silicon
MOSFET having N+ source and drain regions 58 and
57, respectively, and a P-type active region 60 therebe-
tween. Rectifying-gate transistor means 46 also com-
prises a silicon carbide MESFET having a drift region
56, a drain region 59 at the second face and a source
region 56’ (shown by dotted lines), adjacent the silicon
drain region 57. The source region 56’ may be an exten-
sion of the drift region 56 (as shown) or it may be a more
highly doped region of first conductivity type.

As will be understood by those skilled in the art, the
composite switching device 40 will have normally-off
behavior, high blocking voltage capability and low
on-state resistance. For example, if the insulated-gate
electrode 50 is held at zero potential bias by being
shorted to the source electrode 52, the switching device
40 will block current flow even when the drain elec-
trode 54 is biased positive with respect to the source
electrode 52. In particular, at relatively small positive
drain biases, the voltage will be supported by the nor-
mally-off silicon MOSFET. However, at larger positive
drain biases, the silicon carbide MESFET (which in-
cludes the reversed-biased Schottky barrier rectifier
formed by regions 62 and 56) will pinch-off (i.e., fully
deplete) that portion of the drift region 56 which ex-
tends between adjacent rectifying gates 62 (i.e., the
channel). Finally, additional increases in drain bias will
be supported by the extension of the depletion region
towards the drain region 59. Accordingly, the silicon
MOSFET need not be designed to block large voltages
by itself. Instead, if the doping of the silicon carbide
drift region 56 and width (“W,,”) of the mesas 66 are
chosen to obtain a pinch-off voltage of less than about
30 volts, a high voltage composite structure can be
achieved with (i) 2 low breakdown voltage (e.g., 50
volt) silicon power MOSFET having an inversion layer
channel 61 of low resistance and (ii) 2 high breakdown
voltage (e.g., 1000 volt) silicon carbide MESFET.

Turn-on of the composite switching device 40 can be
achieved by applying a positive gate bias to the insulat-
ed-gate electrode 50 to form the channel 61 and a posi-
tive bias to the drain electrode 54. For a 50 volt silicon
MOSFET, its on-state voltage drop across the active
region 60 will be about 0.1 volts, thereby maintaining
the silicon carbide source region 56’ at a potential ap-
proximately equal to the source electrode 52. Thus, the
silicon carbide MESFET will not come close to pinch-
ing-off the channel, because the reverse bias across the
Schottky rectifier (regions 56/62) will be small.

Two-dimensional simulations of the switching device
40 of FIG. 6 reveal a on-state voltage drop of 0.2 volts
for a composite device having a 50 volt silicon power
MOSFET and a 1000 volt silicon carbide MESFET,
having the parameters set forth in Table 1.
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TABLE 1
Thickness/ Width
Region Composition Np/N; Depth (unit cell)
53 Source Metal _ 1 micron —
Contact
58 Source N+ Si 1 X 10" 1 micron 1 micron
60 Active PSi 1 x 107 2 microns 1 micron
57 Drain Nt S 1 X 101 1micron 1 micron
56 Drift N SiC 2 X 10! 8 microns 2 microns
59 Drain N+ Sic 1% 1019 300-500 2 microns
microns
50 Gate N Poly-Si 1x 109 — -
62 Gate Metal — — —
54 Drain Metal —_ 1 micron —_
Contact

In addition to the above-mentioned characteristics,
the composite switching device 40 can also provide a
current saturation mode of operation at high voltages.
In particular, when the positive bias applied to the in-
sulated-gate electrode 50 is reduced to thereby achieve
current saturation in the active region 60 of the MOS-
FET, the potential of the silicon drain region 57 and
silicon carbide source region 56’ will increase. This
increase in potential will have the effect of further re-
verse-biasing the Schottky rectifier and pinching-off the
channel between adjacent rectifying-gates 62. Accord-
ingly, the composite switching device 40 can support
high drain voltages with saturated current flow. More-
over, because current transport in the silicon MOSFET
and silicon carbide MESFET occurs by majority carri-
ers, turn-on and turn-off times are expected to be less
than 100 nanoseconds.

The composite switching device 40 also includes a
flyback (reverse conducting) diode formed by the recti-
fying-gate electrode 62 and drift region 56. Because of
the relatively small drift region resistance, the flyback
diode will have low on-state voltage drop of slightly
greater than 1 volt, based on the parameters of Table 1.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a cross-sectional represen-
tation of one embodiment of the switching device 10’ of
FIG. 5B will be described. In particular, the switching
device 40’ of FIG. 7 is similar to the switching device 40
of FIG. 6, however, the Schottky barrier rectifier
formed by regions 62/56 has been replaced by a field
effect transistor comprising a gate contact 70, which
ohmically contacts a silicon carbide gate region 71 of
second conductivity type. Preferably, the gate region 71
is doped to a concentration of 1X10!°® cm—3 with a
second conductivity type dopant such as Aluminum.
Accordingly, as shown by unit cell 42/, rectifying-gate
transistor means 46’ includes a silicon carbide junction
field effect transistor (JFET). It will be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that the switching device 10’ of
FIG. 5A may be preferred over the switching device
10’ of FIG. 5B, in part, because the forward voltage
drop across the Schottky barrier rectifier of FIG. 6
(approximately 1 volt) will typically be significantly
lower that the forward voltage drop across the silicon
carbide P-N junction of FIG. 7 (approximately 2.5
volts), which is formed by regions 71 and 56. In addi-
tion, the Schottky flyback diode of FIG. 6 will typically
have superior turn-on and turn-off switching behavior
vis-a-vis the P-N junction diode of FIG. 7, because no
minority carrier injection occurs in a Schottky rectifier.

Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9, additional embodi-
ments of the present invention will be described. In
particular, the third and fourth embodiments of FIGS. 8
and 9 are similar to the embodiments of FIGS. 6 and 7,
respectively, except that the P-type active region 60 is
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replaced with an N-type active region 160, which can
support an accumulation layer channel 161 in response
to a positive gate bias. Accordingly, both the unit cells
142 and 142’ of switching devices 140 and 140’ have
insulated-gate transistor means 144, respectively, which
comprise accumulation-mode FETs (“ACCU-FETs”).
As will be understood by those skilled in the art, these
ACCU-FETs can be made normally-off devices by
properly designing the width W, of the mesas 166 so
that the difference in work function potentials between
the opposing gate electrodes 50 (Ysgare) and active region
160 (Ygczive) causes a complete depletion of the mesa 166,
even with zero potential bias being applied to the gate
electrodes 50. Accordingly, the application of a nega-
tive bias to the gate electrodes is not required to prevent
conduction between the source region 58 and the drain
region 57. The difference in work function potential
between the gate electrode 50 and adjacent active re-
gion 160 (i.e., igs) can be computed using the following

equation:
—¥p )

where: x is the electron affinity, E, is the bandgap, and
Yip is the potential difference between the Fermi level
and intrinsic Fermi level, for silicon in the active region
160. Y pis a function of the N-type doping concentration
in the active region 160.

As will be understood by those skilled in the art, the
greater the width of the mesa 166, the greater the work
function difference must be to fully deplete the mesa
region 66 and provide blocking at zero gate bias. More-
over, the application of a negative gate bias will im-
prove the device’s blocking voltage capability by ex-
tending the depletion region into the silicon carbide
drift region 56. This technique for adjusting the work
function difference to achieve normally-off behavior at
zero gate bias is fully described in a copending and
commonly assigned application entitled Silicon Carbide
Field Effect Device, by inventor B.J. Baliga, Ser. No.
08/127,309, filed Sep. 27, 1993, the disclosure of which
is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

Referring now to FIGS. 10 and 11, a cross-sectional
illustration of a switching device 240 and 240’ according
to a fifth and sixth embodiment of the present invention,
respectively, will be described. In particular, the em-
bodiments of FIGS. 10 and 11 are similar to the embodi-
ments of FIGS. 6 and 7, respectively, however, no
insulated-gate transistor means 44 is present. Instead,
the silicon carbide source region 256’ is ohmically con-
nected to a source contact 253 at a first face 249. Both
embodiments contain a trench gate region with an opti-
mally doped drift region 256. The forward blocking
capability is achieved by the formation of a potential
barrier between the source and drain regions 256’ and
259, respectively. A large drain voltage can be sup-
ported by these embodiments because the drift region
256 below the trenches 264 become depleted of mobile
charge carriers and supports most of the drain bias.

Referring specifically to FIG. 10, the switching de-
vice 240 comprises a silicon carbide substrate 248 hav-
ing first and second opposing faces 249 and 251, respec-
tively. As shown, a plurality of adjacent unit cells 242
are provided in the substrate 248 of first conductivity
type. Each of these unit cells comprises a source region

o
Ze

Yea = Ygare — (X + 2q
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256’ of first conductivity type extending to the first face
249. A drain region 259 of first conductivity type is also
provided extending to the second face 251. A drift re-
gion 256 of first conductivity type is also provided in
the substrate 248, between the source region 256’ and
the drain region 259. As shown, the doping concentra-
tion in the drift region 256 is less than that of the source
region 256’ and the drain region 259. The drain region
259 is ohmically connected to the drain contact 254 at a
second face of the substrate 248.

Adjacent trenches 264 are also provided in the first
face 249 to thereby define a plurality of mesas 266 hav-
ing sidewalls 265 extending between the drift region 256
and the source region 256'. A Schottky barrier rectifier
formed by a metal region 262 adjacent the drift region
256 is also provided in the substrate 248.

As will be understood by those skilled in the art, the
switching device 240 can also be made normally-off by
properly designing the width W, of the mesas 266 so
that the difference in work function potentials between
the opposing metal regions 262 (Yi;merqi) and drift region
256 ({arisr) causes a complete depletion of the mesas 266,
even when the metal regions 262 are electrically
shorted to the source electrode 252 and source contact

5
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20

253. Turn-on of the device can occur by application of 25

a positive gate bias to metal region 262 to thereby elimi-
nate the depletion region in the adjacent mesas 266 (i.e.,
channels) and allow majority carrier conduction be-
tween the drain region 259 and source region 256’ upon
the application of an appropriate drain bias.

Referring now to FIG. 11, the Schottky barrier recti-
fier of FIG. 10 is replaced by a P-N junction comprising
regions 271 and 256, respectively, as shown. A metal
contact 270 is provided in ohmic contact with P+ re-
gion 271. As described with respect to FIG. 10, the
device 240’ having unit cell 242 can also be made nor-
mally-off to thereby block majority carrier conduction
in the mesas 266. Normally-off behavior can be obtained
by adjusting the dimensions doping concentration of the

30

35

P+ region 271 in the mesas 266 and the width W, of 40

the mesas. Turn-on of the device 240’ can also occur by
the application of a positive gate bias contact 270 to
thereby eliminate the depletion region in the mesas 266
and provide a conductive channel between the drain
region 259 and source region 256’ upon the application
of an appropriate drain bias.

The trenches 264 can be formed in the silicon carbide
substrate 248 by first amorphizing those portions of the
substrate where the trenches are to be formed and then
removing the amorphized portions to expose the
trenches 264. The steps for amorphizing silicon carbide
preferably include the steps of forming a mask on the
face 249 of a monocrystalline silicon carbide substrate
248 and exposing an area on the face corresponding to
those portions of the substrate where the trenches are to
be formed. Thereafter, ions are directed to the face such
that the ions implant into the substrate through the
exposed areas and convert the exposed regions of the
substrate into amorphous silicon carbide regions. The
amorphous silicon carbide regions can then be removed
by etching the substrate using such etchants as HF; or
HF+HNO3. The above-described steps for forming
trenches in monocrystalline silicon carbide are de-
scribed in a co-pending, commonly-assigned application
entitled, “Method for Forming Trenches in Monocrystal-
line Silicon Carbide,” Ser. No. 08/008,719, filed Jan. 25,
1993, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated
herein by reference.
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In the drawings and specification, there have been
disclosed typical preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion and, although specific terms are employed, they are
used in a generic and descriptive sense only and not for
purposes of limitation, the scope of the invention being
set forth in the following claims.

That which is claimed:

1. A three terminal gate controlled semiconductor
switching device, comprising:

a semiconductor substrate having first and second

opposing faces;

an insulated-gate field effect transistor having an
insulated gate electrode, a first source region at the
first face and a first drain region in the semiconduc-
tor substrate;

a rectifying-gate field effect transistor having a gate
electrode, a second source region in the semicon-
ductor substrate and a second drain region at the
second face, wherein said gate electrode and said
second source region are electrically connected to
said first source region and said first drain region,
respectively;

a drain contact electrically connected to said second
drain region at the second face; and

a source contact electrically connected to said first
source region at the first face.

2. The three terminal gate controlled switching de-
vice of claim 1, wherein said rectifying-gate field effect
transistor comprises a JFET.

3. A three terminal gate controlled semiconductor
switching device, comprising:

an insulated-gate field effect tranmsistor having an
insulated gate electrode, a first source region and a
first drain region;

a rectifying-gate field effect transistor having a gate
electrode, a second source region and a second
drain region, wherein said gate electrode and said
second source region are electrically connected to
said first source region and said first drain region,
respectively;

a drain contact electrically connected to said second
drain region;

a source contact electrically connected to said first
source region; and

wherein said rectifying-gate field effect transistor
comprises 2a MESFET.

4. A three terminal gate controlled semiconductor

switching device, comprising:

an insulated-gate field effect transistor having an
insulated gate electrode, a first source region and a
first drain region;

a rectifying-gate field effect transistor having a gate
electrode, a second source region and a second
drain region, wherein said gate electrode and said
second source region are electrically connected to
said first source region and said first drain region,
respectively, wherein said first source region and
said first drain region comprise silicon and wherein
said second source region and said second drain
region comprise silicon carbide;

a drain contact electrically connected to said second
drain region; and

a source contact electrically connected to said first
source region.

5. The three terminal gate controlled switching de-
vice of claim 4, wherein said insulated-gate field effect
transistor comprises 2 MOSFET and said rectifying-
gate field effect transistor comprises a JFET.
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6. The three terminal gate controlled switching de-
vice of claim 4, wherein said insulated-gate field effect
transistor comprises a MOSFET and said rectifying-
gate field effect transistor comprises 2 MESFET.

7. A semiconductor switching device comprising:

a semiconductor substrate having first and second

opposing faces;

a drift region of first conductivity type in said semi-
conductor substrate;

a source region of said first. conductivity type in said
semiconductor substrate, extending to the first
face;

a drain region of said first conductivity type in said
semiconductor substrate, between said drift region
and the second face, said drain region having a first
conductivity type dopant concentration greater
than said drift region;

insulated-gate transistor means having an active re-
gion in said substrate, between said source region at
the first face and said drift region, for electrically
connecting said source region to said drift region in
response to a turn-on bias signal; and

rectifying-gate transistor means in said substrate, in-
cluding a rectifying-gate adjacent said drift region,
for controlling the conductivity of said drift region,
said rectifying-gate electrically connected to said
source region.

8. A semiconductor switching device, comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

a drift region of first conductivity type in said semi-
conductor substrate;

a source region of said first conductivity type in said
semiconductor substrate, extending to a face
thereof;

insulated-gate transistor means having an active re-
gion in said substrate, between said source region
and said drift region, for electrically connecting
said source region to said drift region in response to
a turn-on bias signal;

rectifying-gate transistor means in said substrate, in-
cluding a rectifying-gate adjacent said drift region,
for controlling the conductivity of said drift region,
said rectifying-gate electrically connected to said
source region; and

a trench in said semiconductor substrate at said face,
said trench having a sidewall extending between
said source region and said drift region and a bot-
tom adjacent said drift region,

wherein said insulated-gate transistor means includes
an insulated-gate electrode which extends adjacent
said sidewall and wherein said rectifying-gate ex-
tends adjacent said sidewall, between said insulat-
ed-gate electrode and said trench bottom.

9. A semiconductor switching device, comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

a drift region of first conductivity type in said semi-
conductor substrate;

a source region of said first conductivity type in said
semiconductor substrate, extending to a face
thereof;

insulated-gate transistor means having an active re-
gion in said substrate, between said source region
and said drift region, for electrically connecting
said source region to said drift region in response to
a turn-on bias signal;

rectifying-gate transistor means in said substrate, in-
cluding a rectifying-gate adjacent said drift region,
for controlling the conductivity of said drift region,
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said rectifying-gate electrically connected to said
source region; and

wherein said insulated-gate tramsistor means com-

prises an N-channel enhancement-mode silicon
MOSFET and wherein said rectifying-gate transis-
tor means comprises a field effect transistor se-
lected from the group consisting of silicon carbide
MESFETs and silicon carbide JFETs.

10. The switching device of claim 8, wherein said
active region is of second conductivity type and
wherein said insulated-gate transistor means forms a
first conductivity type channel region in said active
region in response to said turn-on bias signal.

11. The switching device of claim 10, wherein said
insulated-gate transistor means further comprises an
intermediate drain region of first conductivity type in
said semiconductor substrate, between said active re-
gion and said drift region, said intermediate drain region
having a first conductivity type dopant concentration
greater than the first conductivity type dopant concen-
tration of said drift region.

12. The switching device of claim 10, wherein said
insulated-gate transistor means comprises an N-channel
enhancement-mode MOSFET and wherein said rectify-
ing-gate forms a Schottky barrier rectifier with said
drift region.

13. The switching device of claim 10, wherein said
insulated-gate transistor means comprises an N-channel
enhancement-mode MOSFET and wherein said rectify-
ing-gate comprises a gate region of second conductivity
type in said drift region, adjacent said trench sidewall,
and a conductive gate electrode ohmically contacting
said gate region.

14. The switching device of claim 10, wherein said
drift region comprises silicon carbide and wherein said
active region comprises monocrystalline silicon.

15. The switching device of claim 10, wherein said
rectifying-gate extends adjacent said trench bottom and
forms a Schottky barrier rectifier with said drift region,
adjacent said trench bottom.

16. The switching device of claim 11, wherein said
rectifying-gate extends adjacent said sidewall, between
said intermediate drain region and said trench bottom.

17. A semiconductor switching device comprising:

a semiconductor substrate having first and second

opposing faces;

a source contact on said first face;

a drain contact on said second face;

a field effect transistor in said semiconductor sub-

strate having a first source region in said substrate,
a gate electrically connected to said source contact
and a first drain region electrically connected to
said drain contact; and

an insulated-gate field effect transistor having an

insulated-gate electrode, a second source region
electrically connected to said source contact and a
second drain region electrically connected to said
first source region, said insulated-gate field effect
transistor being responsive to the application of a
turn-on bias signal to said insulated-gate electrode
for electrically connecting said second source re-
gion to said first source region and allowing major-
ity carrier conduction therebetween when said
drain contact is biased to a first polarity with re-
spect to said source contact.

18. The switching device of claim 17, wherein said
insulated-gate field effect transistor comprises a MOS-
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FET and wherein said field effect transistor comprises a
MESFET.

19. The switching device of claim 17, wherein said
insulated-gate field effect transistor includes a silicon
active region and wherein said first drain region com-
prises silicon carbide.

20. The switching device of claim 17, wherein said
field effect transistor provides majority carrier conduc-
tion in said first drain region when said drain contact is
biased to a second polarity with respect to said source
contact, opposite said first polarity, irrespective of the
value of said turn-on bias signal.

" 21. The switching device of claim 20, wherein said
insulated-gate field effect transistor comprises a MOS-
FET and wherein said field effect transistor comprises a
JFET.

22. A silicon carbide switching device, comprising:

a silicon carbide substrate having first and second
opposing faces;

a source region of first conductivity type in said sub-
strate, extending to said first face;

a drain region of first conductivity type in said sub-
strate, extending to said second face;

a drift region of first conductivity type in said sub-
strate, extending between said source region and
said drain region, said drift region having a first
conductivity type doping concentration below the
doping concentration of said source region and said
drain region;

first and second adjacent trenches in said substrate
extending to said first face and defining a mesa
including said source region therebetween, said
mesa having first and second sidewalls extending
between said drift region and said source region
and said first trench having a bottom; and

a conductive layer at the bottom, electrically con-
nected to said source region.
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23. The silicon carbide switching device of claim 22,
wherein said conductive layer forms a Schottky barrier
rectifying junction with said drift region.

24. The silicon carbide switching device of claim 22,
further comprising a region of second conductivity type
in said mesa and wherein said conductive layer ohmi-
cally contacts said region of second conductivity type.

25. A three terminal semiconductor switching device,
comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

a silicon carbide field effect transistor in said substrate
selected from the group consisting of silicon car-
bide JFETs and silicon carbide MESFETsS, said
silicon carbide field effect transistor having a first
drain region, a first source region and a first gate;

a silicon insulated-gate field effect transistor in said
substrate having a second drain region electrically
connected to said first source region, a second
source and a second gate;

drain contact electrically connected to said first
drain; and

a source contact electrically connected to said first
gate and said second source,

wherein the application of a turn-on bias signal to said
second gate electrically connects said source
contact to said drain contact when said first drain is
biased to a first polarity with respect to said second
source.

26. The three terminal semiconductor switching de-
vice of claim 25, wherein said silicon insulated-gate field
effect transistor comprises an enhancement-mode MOS-
FET.

27. The three terminal semiconductor switching de-
vice of claim 25 wherein said silicon insulated-gate field
effect transistor comprises an accumulation-mode
MOSFET.

28. The three terminal semiconductor switching de-
vice of claim 26, further comprising a plurality of
trenches in said substrate, extending to a face thereof,
and wherein said second gate extends in adjacent ones

of said trenches.
% * * * ¥
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