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(7) ABSTRACT

A method for making dissolving pulp from cellulosic fiber.
The fiber is treated with a 3-stage sequence having a first
alkali extraction stage, a Xylanase treatment stage, and a
second alkali extraction stage. Having the xylanase treat-
ment stage sandwiched between 2 alkali extraction stages
results in the dissolving pulp exhibiting both a very low
xylan content of about 2.6% by weight or less and a very low
mannan content of about 1.5% by weight or less. The low
contents of these 2 components cannot be achieved with
comparison treatments of only an alkali extraction stage,
only a xylanase treatment stage, or only 2 stages of a
xylanase treatment stage and an alkali extraction stage.
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