ABSTRACT

HODNET, ANDREW ARTHUR. The Othering of the Landsknechte. (Under the direction of Dr.
Verena KaspeMarienberg).

This thesis offers a socultural analysis of early modern German media to explore the
public perception of theandsknechtemercenaries that were both valued and feared for their
viciousness, and their indifference displayed towards the political atiins of their clients.

Despite their ubiquity on European battlefields, and their role in repulsing the 1529 Ottoman
invasion of Austria, by 1530 tHeandsknechtand their families were perceived as thoroughly
dishonorable by central Reformation sociaty were legally excluded from most urban centers.

This study engages with a critical assessment of contemporary songs, religious
pamphlets, broadsheets, political treatises, autobiographic sources, and belletristic
representations of tHeandsknechtéo explore the paradoxical relationship that they maintained
with the state actors that relied on their employment. Through engaging with the cultural genres
present in these depictions, the othering ofLitnedsknechtstems from their origin as the
militari st i ¢ arm of Emperor Maximilian |1 6s attempt
continuing with the economic challenge the mercenary lifestyle posed to traditional social
structures, and ending with their inextricable association between withctieasmgly

destructive and intrusive militaffyscal state



© Copyright 208 by Andrew Arthur Hodnet

All Rights Reserved



The Othering of the Landsknechte

by
Andrew Arthur Hodnet

A thesissubmitted to the Graduate Faculty of
North Carolina State University
in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of
Master of Arts

History

Raleigh, North Carolina
2018

APPROVED BY.

Dr. Verena KaspeMarienberg Dr. Brent Sirota
Committee Chair

Dr. Thomas Robisheaux



DEDICATION
Dedicated to Elisabeth 6Buffyd Wi I liams an

made my journey possible.



BIOGRAPHY

The author was born in La Jolla, California in 1986 and graduated from La Costa Canon
High School in 2004. After beginning a molecular biology major at the University of California;
Santa Cruz, he changed his major to European History, gragiwatina Bachelor of Arts
degree in 2011.

After graduating, he took time away from academic pursuits to assist with the family
business after his mother was diagnosed with lung cancer. After her passing in 2012, the author
worked to support his family uhhe accepted a private sponsorship to move to Durham, North
Carolina in 2015. In August 2016, he joined the graduate program in history at North Carolina

State University.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 oo (5 Tox 1o o 1SS 1
Chapter 1: The Democratization of VIOIENCE.............uuuuuiiiiiii e eeeere e 5
Landsknecht©rganiZation..............oooiiiiiiieeee e eeeei bbb e e e e e e e e s eeme e 11
Chapter 2: The Reformation PUDIIC............cuuuiiiiiiii e 19
FOrSaKiNg the CItY.....ueeeiiiiiiiiiiii e e 26
Gendered Notions and th@ndsknechL............oooo e 39
Chapter 3: VIlIfICALION ...coooiiiiiieeiei e e e bbb e e enes e e ee e e 64
(@] 0 1od [0 1= o H PP ORRRPPP 92
] (=] (=] T = 98



LIST OF FIGURES
Figure 1.1 Knight & LandsknechtPaul Dolstein, C.1505..........c.ccccoieiiiiiiiiiieeeiciiiece e, 8

Figurel.2Det ai |l of Maximilian |1 6s Pray.e.ur..B®ok, Pl

Figure 1.3 Soldier and WifeDaniel Hopfer, C.1530...........ccooviiiiiiiiiiieee e 16
Figure 1.4 Plate 16 of th&chwytzeChronicg Johannes Stumpf, 1554..........ccccceeeeiiines 16
Figure 2.1 Plate 26 oDer Weil3kunigHans Burgkmair, 1519.........cccccoeeiviiiiiiiccciicnieeenens 23
Figure 2.2 Plate Z of Der Weil3kunigHans Burgkmair, 1519..........ccccceeiviiiiiiiccciiinieeenenns 24
Figure 2.3 Augsburg Burghermeister and Wifénknown Artist, 1544............ccccccceevvvnnnneee 28
Figure 2.4 BrothelScene The Brunswick Monogrammist , C.1545..............uiiiiiiiiacennns 32
Figure 2.5 Cobbler,Niklas StOr, C,1530.......cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 34
Figure 2.6 Tailor, Niklas Stor, C,1530.........ccceiiiiiiiiiiie e ere e 35
Figure 2.7 Detail fromLarge Peasant HolidgySebald Becham, ¢.1530...............cccuve.e. 40
Figure 2.8 Plate 71 oDer Weil3kunigHansBurgkmair, 1519............ccoooiiiiiiiimnnn e 44
Figure 2.9 Plate 76 oDer WeilRkunigHans Burgkmair, 1519...........cccceiiiiiiiiiiiceciiinnns 45
Figure 2.10Page 10 offhe Book of Clothe$fatthdus Schwarz, 1560................oceeeeeveenees 47
Figure 2.11Page 43 offhe Book of Clothe$/atthdus Schwarz, 1560.............cevvvveiiiiinnee. 48
Figure 2.1 .andsknechtUrs Graf, 1523........ccoo i 49
Figure 2.13 . andsknechtUrs Graf, 1519.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 50
Figure 2.14The Cobbler Hans and his Girl Ursula, Erhard ScA8B8.................cvvvvivirnnee 52
Figure 2.1®ie Lebens alter des Mannekirg Breu the Younger, 1540...........ccccccvvveenne 56

Figure 2.16Age of the Woman atéhAge of Ten and Twenty Yearsbias Stimmer, 1565..57
Figure 2.17Soldier Embracing a Young Womdgniel Hopfer, c. 153Q..............ccccvvvvvnee 58

Figure 2.18¥oung Woman and Death as a SoldMiklaus Manuel, 1517.......................... 59



Figure 2.1%®Plate 35 oVon der Arztney baydesliick Heinrich Steiner, 1532.................... 60

Figure 2.20Plate 83 oVon der Arztney bayder GlicKeinrich Steiner, 1532.................... 61
Figure 2.21Detail of Infantry Battle Scendjans Holbein the Younger, ¢,1530................. 65
Figure 2.22Plate 217 oWon der Arztney bayder GliudKeinrich Steiney 1532.................... 68
Figure 2.23late 31 oDer TotentanzHans Holbein the Younger, 1538............cccccoeeeiiee 70
Figure 2.246 XobHolbein alphabetHans Holbein the Younger, 1540...............ccccvvvvineee. 72
Figure 2.25Plate 58 fronVon der Arztney bayder GludHgeinrich Steiner, 1532................. 75
Figure 2.26Plate 67 fronVon der Arztney bayder GludHginrich Steiner, 1532................. 76
Figure 2.2Metail fromThe Triumph of DeattPieter Bruegel the Elder, ¢.1562................ l7
Figure 2.28Plate 174 oDer Weil3kunigHans Burgkmair, 1519............ccooovviiiiiiinnne e, 80
Figure 2.2%late 89 oVon der Arztney bayder GlicHKeinrich Steinerl532...................... 82

Figure 2.30Detail fromThe Massacre of the InnocenBeter Bruegel the Elder, c.1565...84
Figure 2.31Crucifixion, Daniel Hopfer, C.1520............oouiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeiiiiiss e 85
Figure 2.32Removal of Bolfrom Der Feldbud der Wundarzneyans von Gersdoff, 151789
Figure 2.33Serraturafrom Der Feldbuch der Wundarzngylans von Gersdoff, 1517......... 90

Figure 3.1 The Dead Landsknecghalbrecht Artdorfer, €.1530..........cccuvvvvviiiiiiiiccmeeeiennnnnns 95

vi



Introduction

In 1516, English statesman Thomas More published his reflection on Renaissance
HumanismDe optimo rei publicae statu deque nova insulaUtdplai t . A On t he Best
Republiconthe NewsIl and of Ut opiao) wher e, historian Q
a Ciceronian pragmati st approach answering th
When it came to matters of defense, Moyr e enun
brutal thing, and which, to the reproach of human nature, is practiced by men than by any sort of
beast§ 0 preferring instead to concentrate on mat
masters of commerce, the Utopians have ample gold andwilewhich to pay others to wage
war on their behalf, principally members of a race of people who live far outside of the bounds
of Utopian society, the Arude, wil d, and fier
hundred miles East of the IslandWtopia, the Zapolets have forsaken agriculture, housing, and
industry, and Aknow none of the arts of [1ife,
choosing instead to engage in mercenary service punctuated with heartless dMagiceare
few wars in which they make not a considerable part of the armies of both sides: so it often falls
out that they who are related, and were hired in the same country, and so have lived long and
familiarly together, forgetting both their relations and formmmidship, kill one another upon no
other consideration than that of being hired to it for a little money by princes of different

interestd. 0

1 Skinner, Quentin. "Sir Thomas More's Utopia and the Language of Renaissance Humanism." Edited by Anthony
Pagden. IThe Languages of Political Theory in Earbdern EuropeCambridge: Cambridge Universite$s,

2012 Pp. 134138

2Moore, ThomasThe Utopia of Sir Thomas Mookgdited by Ralph Robinson and H. B. Cotterill. London:

MacMillan, 1937Pp. 57

3 Ibid, Pp. 5960



Every aspect of Moreds Zapolets, including
on European battlefiesg their nomadic lifestyle that eschews immobile property, and their
willingness to disregard social and familial loyalties for monetary gain, mark them as transparent
standins of theLandsknechteorganized mercenaries of Germanic origin that were eraglby
every army in Western Europe by 1818he Utopians reliance on the Zapolets for the
projection of martial power combined with Zap
mirrored the actions of the growing fiscal military state, though this chsemwould have
hardly been perceived as novel i n the sixteen
Arte della Guerrawarned rulers to keep mercenaries employed and on the march, lest they take
root and AStrip [ ©hoe whriilnec eHo loyf Fhoinsa nk i Eangpdeorno r
in 1530 that the Ai nhuman t yr an handsknechigevzes ed by
a greater threat to the stability of his empire than the furks

This thesis will explore the paradox of necgsaitd exclusion that defined the
experience of theandsknechtén Renaissance society; as the principal arm of a state bolstered
with democratized violence, the mercenary was, through the machinations of customary and
legal reform, marginalized to a stateOtherness. This approach will concentrate specifically on
Landsknechten the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, avoiding the reasons for the
generalized opprobrium displayed to mercenaries through histamich will grant a more

nuanced view omarginalized micresocieties set against a backdrop of the centralization of the

4 Hale, J. RWar and Society in Renaissance Europe, 14620 Montreal:McGill-Queens University Press,1998.
Pp. 6263

5 Machiavelli, Nicco| . The Art of War: A Revised Edition of the Ellis Farneworth Translaflsanslated by Neal
Wood. New York, NY: Da Capo Press, 198@. 20

8 Harrington, Joel FThe Faithful Executionelife and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth
Century New York: Picador/Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2@pt.89

" Mockler, Anthony.The MercenariesSugarland, TX: Free Companion Press, 1981.



Early Modernstatd. i kewi se, the term AO0Otheringo wild.l be
of theLandsknechi#s pl ace i n Early Modernntty,omat her t
AMarginalization, o for sever al key reasons. F
easy categorization between 6Central d and 06 Ma
speak towards greater degrees of intersectionality betdiferent partitions of the social order

during the milieu of daily lif& For example, theandsknechtat different times permeated

central society through their use in the enforcement of Holy Roman Imperial decrees and the
physical protection of impaant political figures, while at other times restricted from settling

within urban jurisdictions or travelling through city walla examination of this effect through

the lens of linear disenfranchisement or marginalization would ultimately prove haitbw a
reductive. The term 60theringdéd as it is wused
ASociety of Orders, o where Early Modern Europ
crisis between the declining noble estate and the rise of the bm&géass which was mediated

by the edification of social ordérsThe gradual removal of populations from the framework of
Early Modern orders through #AOthering, o0 all ow
Landsknechi#s posi ti on, a svauatedeasthevdéfenders ofiClerigtendoenr e

during the Invasions of Suleiman the Magnificent in 1529, contemporary sources still regarded

them as an order separate from the rest of society.

8 Kallenberg, Verdntersektionalitt & Kritik: Intersektionaliftsforschung in Deutschland, Frankreich Und Den USA
Wiesbaden: VS VerlagiFSozialwissenschaften, 2010. Pp-154

% Arriaza, Armand. "Mousnier and Barber: The Theoretical Underpinning of the "Society of Orders" Mdarky
Europe."Past & Presenno. 89 (1980): 387. http://www.jstor.org/stable/650657.



To that end, this approach will concentrate on a sogitural perpective of primary
sources, including published literattteprivate memoirs, commissioned artwotk printed
illustrationg®, and published songs intended for public consumistidime first section will
outline a basic understanding of the discourse ofasmaifrom the midifteenth-century to the
middle of the sixteenth century, to describe the increasing participation of the European populace
in the conduct of war. Then, a brief outline describing the historical development and
significance of the.andskmrechtewill be explored, with careful attention being paid to sources of
Othering generated by the conduct of the mercenaries themselves. An exploration into the
burgeoning world of Press media and the Reformation Public will follow, along with an
examinaton of how the rapid exchange of ideas contributed ta.émelsknecld s
marginalization. Urban culture and gendered notions will be touched on next, finalized with an
in-depth study of cultural symbols as expressions of social anxiety. This discoursekalbm
conscious effort to avoid straying too far into militaria or the politics of the Holy Roman Empire
under Maximilian I, and focus as much as possible on a purely-soltioal historical approach,

though some clarification on either subject may beessary.

10 The published collections of Niccold Machiavelli, Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam, Martin Luther, and Thomas
More.

11 posthumously published memoirs by contemporary figures, su€oasrt Ill de la Marck, le Chevaier Bayard,

Peter Dornach, G6tz von Berlichingen, Sebastian Vogelsberger, Matthdus Schwarz, King Charles IX of France, Holy
Roman Emperor Maximilian I, and i®oman Emperor Charles V.

2\Works painted by Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Hans Holbein the Younger, the Brunswick Monogramist, and Albrecht
Artdorfer.

13Works by Albrecht Durer, Haniel Hopfer, Johannes Stumpf, Hans Burgkmair, Niklas Stor, Sebald Becham, Urs
Graf, Erhard Schon, Jorg Breu the Younger, Tobias Stimmer, Heinrich Steiner, and Hans von Gersdoff.

14The published songbooks of Hans Sachs, Hans Witzstadt, and Jorg Graff.



Chapter 1: The Democratization of Violence

The formation of thé.andsknechtas adistinct socieeconomic communitiay in the
historical discoursey which the conduct of warfarefiéhe soledomain of the second estate and
would become principle motivation behind the centralization of state bureaucracy observed
during the Early Modern Eta Historian Bert Hall traced this process back to the 1302 Battle of
the Golden Spurs, where a combioatof earthwork defenses and Flemish infantry armed with
Goedendagole arms defeated a charge of French shock cavalry, stunning contemporary
expectationr$. Thr ough the course of -14B3% aridiesrofdlieed Year s
French and English monaiels employed greater numbers of infantry forces for tasks that were
considered Obeneathoé the f i ghieceticsgandlogisticl i t y, [
support tasks that became more important as the war staghategen major battlés

twas during the | atter stages of the Hundr
descending from the foothills of the Alps appear in the rosters of English and Italian Free
Companies, achieving notoriety for utilizing disciplined ranks of pikes and halleadsively
engage cavalry on the battlefield, without the need for defensive earthfvérkentemporary
French observer of the nascent Swiss pike square, marveled at the combination of mobility and
the discipline under fire that the pike square exhibipgpihing that the age of static stone castles

was to fall way to Athe’ waAkBwigssipake] wéi gh

15 parker, GeoffreyThe Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of #est, 1500800 Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998p. 4

16 Hall, Bert S.Weapons and Warfare in Renaissance Europe: Gunpowder, Technology, and Badfiit®re:
Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 200%p. 3435

17 Rogers, Clifford J. "Military Reutibns of the Hundred Years War." Edited by Clifford J. RogeraelMilitary

Revolution Debate: Readings on the Military Transformation of Early Modern E6B@€ Boulder: Westview

Press, 199%p. 5594.

8 Turnbull, StephenThe Art of Renaissand&¥arfare: From the Fall of Constantinople to the Thirty Years War
London: Frontline Books, 201&p. 44

19 Oman, CharlesA History of the Art of War in the Middle Agédechanicsburg, PA: Greenhill Books/Stackpole
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pounds and extending to over sixteen feet long, was a weapon that demanded discipline from the
entire square tose effectively, as its size and limited striking motion made it a poor weapon in
single combat, especially against cav&lryVhen properly coordinated however, a square could
flaunt a veritable forest of steel barbs, turn to meet a flanking foe withindgcand advance
quickly enough to overtake artillery batteries between s&lvos

The victory of the SwisReislauferover the artillery trains of Charles the Bold during
The Burgundian Wars in 1477 demonstrated the impact that drilled and motivated/iotarir
possess, even against numerically and technologically superior foes. After fending off a French
invasion of Burgundy at the 1479 Battle of Guinegate with the assistance of Re@#ufer
Archduke Maximilian | of the Hapsburg Dynasty soughteplicate the Swiss method of
democratized violence with his own German subféctster purchasing the aid &eislaufer
captains to train several thousand Swabian recruits in the manner of the pike square, Maximilian
| placed Tyrolian knights at the heaafshis newlyraised infantry regiments, and encouraged
them to instill, as Fritz Redlich defined it
whose battle morale thus reached a level unknown to the rabble of the foot soldiery of the
Middle Ages>. 0

The first writtlkandekappedrimacourt doeumendlaidd A
before the Swiss Diet in 1486 by the Helvetian general Konrad Géascuff, wherein he complains

bitterly about his service in training his native SwResslauferstda i ng t hat, fAéhe wo

Books, 1998Pp. 4162

20 Delbrsck, Hans History of the Art of War, IV. The Dawn of Modern Warfdrimcoln, Neb.: University of
Nebraska Press, 1998p. 11

2l Hall, Pp. 333

22DelbNck Pp. 47

23 Redlich, Fritz.The German Military Enterpriser and His Work Force: A Study indpean Economic and Social
History. Wiesbaden: Steiner, 196Rp. 17



arm and train the Swabian or othemdsknechtbecause one of them is worthtwo of'usd T h e
precise translation of the tedoandsknechand which spelling is most accurate to the period, is a

topic of heated debate among Riseance historians; Martin Nell and Gunther Franz insist that

t h kb a i prafix specifically refers to the German countryside (as opposed to the Swiss
mountains), which produces the most common tr
However, Hans Delltick and Larry Silver disagree with the protationalist nomenclature of

t he tLemmpantifg out that earliandsknechtompanies were inclusive of many Swiss
soldier$®. Charles Oman, referencing the difficulties that Maximilian | encountered tiigh o

members of the Holy Roman nobility, posited that the archduke himself chose the name,
Aperhaps to disguise the fact that he was r ai
appearance the Diet of the Empire had no particular enthif§iagm C u r aubDolsstein,,a P
Landsknechivho left a written memoir of his campaign in Frisia and Flanders through the late
fifteenth cent urlyan o< kirneselflitsteas opting Eneelt,r d

Deutscherpr Manninstead’.

24 Oman,Sixteenth CenturyPp. 7576

25 Skjelver, Danielle Meadl'here |, Paul Dolnstein, Saw Action: The Sketchbook of a Warrior Artisan in the
German RenaissancEdited by Hans Peter. @del. Ann Arbor, MI: ProQuest, 201Pp. 2021

26 Oman,Sixteenth Centurp. 74

27 Skjelver, Pp. 19
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Figure 1.1: Knight & Landsknecht
Paul Dolnstein, Pen on Leather, c. 1505
Figure 1.1, the final page of Paul Dol nsteindéds journa
knight, his social superior, as his martialeqdah e kni ght 6 s st onepsvdrd quggeststhatthe and di
Landsknechhas emerged victoriously from the fight.



Figure 1.2: Detailof Maxi mi | i an,Pkté43 Pr ayer Book
Albrecht Durer, Pen on Paper, 1495
Figure 1.2 is a detail from the margins of a prayer book Maximilian | cesiomied from Albrecht Durer depicting
alLandsknechand a knight locked in combat. Maximilian | commanded on horseback, but often fought on foot
alongside hitandsknechte t hough this image is more |ikelynfldn all eg
with elements of the Imperial nobility who resisted his efforts towards centralization.

The formation of the firstandsknechteompanies, and their success in early
battlefield engagements signaled the full democratization of warfare in Eusgpepmmoners
of any background could now participate in battle to a degree reserved for the noble estate
only a generation earlier, and to a scale never seen before. The difference that democratization
made in the conduct of warfare was distinct enoughltafian contemporaries to label the new
YSGK2R 2 fGuerfaE K @ & Y YRENYSING, #32P, dtll fortdSndotif of

Landsknechtevercoming armored knights to enjoy popularity in late fifteewtmtury popular

28 Sandberg, BriarwWar and Conflict in the Early Modern World: 150000 Cambridge: Polity Press, 2018p.

24
29 Brian Sandberg, Malcom Vale, and Chanles y | £ f  dzi AITEATTIS a8 NOKIYWEHéEA $0 & Y2 RS NY
YSIyaég Ay LGFTAFIYSZ | a daaaSRO KA @R yiniaE N MNEGKRE (I FKEININGEF § NISE 0 O &
AYFSNNBR® !'& dziaAf Al SR 0@ 42 K KNSdNERd to differenfiafe metifollsoh Y y X G KS
warfare between the Medieval and Renaissance period, and not as a term reflectivé anhd 20" century
philosophical attudes.



culture (see Figures £land 1.2%). French Knight Pierre Terrail de Bayasto was forced to

share the battlefield witl.andsknechtenercenaries in 1505, woulacerbicallyquestior> & 5 2 S &
the emperor think it fitting to put so much noblesse in risk and peril by the side of conscripts,
who are cobblers, blacksmiths, bakers, and laborers, and who do not hold their honor in like
esteemas gentleméK ¢ 9 @Sy [ 2 dzi sihad been defet@dantSGuiFedatelind471,
AdaddzSR GKS F2tft26Ay3 LINRPYy2dzyOSYSy il 6KSy | RRNB
has become very different. In those days, when you had eight or ten thousand men, you
reckoned that a very large army; tad is quite another matter. One has never seen a more
numerous army than that of the lord of Burgundy, both in artillery and in munitions of all sorts;
yours is also the finest which has ever been mustered in the kingdom. As for me, | am not
accustomed teee so many troops together. How do you prevent disorder and confusion

among the massK ¢

How then, did the_andsknechterganize this new engine of democratizerraalla

moderna?

30 Dolnstein, Paul, ed. Skjelver, Pp. 167

31 D¢rer, Albrecht.D¢rers Drawings for the Prayebook of Emperor Maximilian I: 53 Platedlineola, NY: Dover
Publications, 2014Pp. 43

32 Terrail, PierreThe History of the Chevalier Bayar8dited byJoseph Sterling. London: Printed for George
Robinson, 1781Pp. 173

33 vale, Malcolm.War and Chivalry: Warfare and Aristocratic Culture in England, France and Burgundy at the
End of the Middle Age#thens, GA: University of Georgia, 198Rp. 148149
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LandsknechteOrganization

The roots of the bureaucratic structure oflthedsknechteompany lies in the challenge
faced by Maximilian | when attempting to organize his S\Wissslaufebefore the Battle of
Guinegate. The Burgundian military system that the archduke was useelldantes
d 6 or d o,nasatseltaebare iteration of the Frerclo mp ani es dysem,dmnnance
separated the army inbmndesnade up of 600 horsemen (cavalry and mounted archers) and 300
footmen (arquebusiers, arbalesters, and pikeBhough Maximlian | credited himself with the
creation of thd=ahnlein/Haufersystem, Larry Silver contends that the new system, which
separated cavalry and infantry bureaucracies and solidified the chain of command, was directly
imported from the government of the Mefian Confederacy.

Regardless, by 1490 the character oflthedsknechtenilitary culture and organization
had stratified itself around the fetishization of Maximilian I, who had not only proclaimed
hi msel f as tlhaen disFkant ehoolald adsdfcortnbtdy refer to the mercenaries
under his direct efpdolymemits ak5 Der WeiRkuGitlib i dg e ap |
AThe Whi tMaxiniand mpboply praised hisandsknechtas the guardians of Imperial
Hegemony in Central Europbut also stressed that a personal connection edified in the sharing
of cultural symbols between mercenary and Emperor was necessary to prevent rebellion.
Chapter 47 oDer Weil3kunigrames this argument through the conversation between
Maximilian | andan ambitious stablgr oom: fAiThus must a mighty | or

and have them properly bridled. Once one of his grooms spoke to the king, telling him that he

34 Nimwegen, Olaf Van. "The Transformation of Army Organization in Earbglern Western Europe, C. 1500
1789." Edited by Frank Tallett and D. J. B. TrimHuaropean Warfare, 1350750 Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 20J3. 163

35 Silver, Larry. "Shiing Armor; Emperor Maximilian, Chivalry, and War." Krtful Armies, Beautiful Battles: Art
and Warfare in Early Modern Europedited by Pia F. Cuneo. Leiden: Brill, 2062p. 79

3¢ 1bid, Pp. 73
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woul d surpass his own riding masterld The Kking
proverb, a nail holds the horseshoe, a horseshoe holds a horse, a horse holds a man, a man holds
a castle, a castle holds a city, a city holds a country, a country holds a kingdom, and | say to you:
behold me and my might, and you will not say th&nachtshould be over his lord. For
whatever lord lived in only trusting hiénechteand in the power of his horse, he will be
deceived and conquered by his enemies. Whichever lord, however, understands a thing for
himself, need not abandon himself to ancthe o

The association with Maximilian | was also embraced by Hrelsknechtéhemselves,
particularly evident in the motifs displayed in symbols of company identity such as badges,
clothing styles, and banners. After his marriage to Mary of Burgundy7a, Maximilian |
adopted the traditional symbols of the Burgundian nobility, namely red staves arranged in a St.
Andrewdés Cross flanked by sparking shards of
displayed by hisandsknecht®. The Lucerne Qtonicle, an illuminated manuscript illustrated
by Diebold Schilling t helaNdsknetlgernngthedldpi ct ed Ma
Swabian War as wearing Burgundian Crosses as badges roughly sewn onto*€lathiteDer
Weil3kunigdepicts entire mercany companies displaying the heraldic trappings of Maximilian.
ThelLandsknechtt ei ng depicted as Maximiliands dAchil dr
Emperor 6s deat h [Landskheghbdhgwritér blans Witzssat, writing i 1530,
penned he | yric, fAnGod grant mercy to the al might

came up an order, travelling through the lands, with pipes and dram$sknecht¢hey are

37 Maximilian, and Hans Burgkmaiweikunig Edited by Marx Treitzsaurwein. Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1956.
Pp. 237

38 Benecke, Pp. 14

39 Ganz, Paul. "The Lucerne Chronicle of Diebold Schillihg.Burlington Magazine for Connoisset@sno. 366
(1933): 12728. http://www.jstor.org/stable/865463.

12



caled> 6 Whet her this association semagesol as a ge
Maximilian |, or simply as a cultural trope that granted legitimacy and cultural identity to the
Landsknechteompany that transcended the geographic loyalties of individual mercenaries
remains unclear, as mahgndsknechtevould rebel against Mamiilian | during the disastrous
Venetian campaign of 1499, while still adhering to the military structure that the emperor
ii nvé&nd ed
TheFahnlein( ALi ttl e Banner o) system started wher
from theHaufen( | i t . AHeapo, but i n this instance, N C
to a recruiter or freelance entrepreneur, who was then tasked with securing the pobmises
certain number of men to appear, in full uniform and equipment, to a muster location on a certain
date. A surviving example of one of these appointment letters, granted to Friedrich von
Reiffenberg in 1530 for the recruitment of 8,dGhdsknechtéor Henry VIII, stresses the
i mportance of each recruités fitness and obed
Standard be furnished with four hundred of good persons sound and able, and to muster out of
them those that be crooked, lame, oftigand to see that their furniture of harness, weapons,
etc. be according to their covenants, and the whole ensign be well appointed and in good
orderé nor |l et pass any that is r®ported to b
Once the initiat@nd his equipment passed inspection, he was interviewed Rybtist
( A Col o n eHaufen andl placedint Rahnlein a division led by &auptmann
(ACaptaindo) numbering 400 men total, which in

numbering sixo ten men called Rott EachFahnleinwas equipped with a team of drummers,

40R{ther, Pp. 19394

41 Brady, pp. 12223

42 Millar, Gilbert John. "The Landsknecht: His Recruitment and Organization, With Some Reference to the Reign of
Henry VIII." Military Affairs 35, no. 3 (1971): 95. doi:10.2307/198398p. 97
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fiefers, and trumpeters, whose training allowed them to quickly set a marching cadence or
communicate with other groups loindsknechtever long distances and above the cacogto
gunfire and artiller§?. With training, complex maneuvers involving dozens of different weapon
types and thousands of men could be coordinated across-sinedkaed battlefields with

relative ease, as was demonstrated at a military demonstratiotiecoitdilan in 1495. As

writtenbyL o mb ar di physician Al essandro Benedetti;
which formed a quadrangle of 6,000 mené Foll o
many drums that it ne aarthgm. Armazed &nby with hagfldtes e ar dr u

they march in close formation, the foremost with long, pointed pikes, those behind with lances
raised upright, followed by halberds and thanded swords. At the appropriate sign from their
standarebearers, the wheltroop moves right, left, or backwards, as though it were on a raft. On
its flanks are gunners and crossbowmen. Parading before Duchess Beatrice, this troop
instantaneously converted itself into a wedge, then it divided into two wings, which moved, one
fast, and one slowly, so that one part revolved around the other, and the seemed to form a single
body*. 0

The final step of the muert eMusdstnerodlitvee dUmz e,
AThe Muster Paradeo), wher esterarere braughebeforetoer ui t s
commanding officers of theaufen who read aloud thartikelbrief( | i t . ALetter of A
which delineated in explicit detail the rights and responsibilities owed to eaedsknecht
within theHaufen regardless of ranér experienc®. The oldest survivindrtikelbrief, upheld

by aHaufenin the Netherlands in 1546, contains numerous articles relating to wages (Article 1),

43 Richards, John, and G. A. Embletdrandsknecht Soldier: 1488560 Oxford: Osprey, 200Pp. 56
a4 Brady, Thomas AGerman Histories in the Age of Reformations, 1466Q Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2009Pp. 108109
4Richard, Pp. 5
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the right of Emperor Charles V to appoint new commanding officers to the Company without
consultingthe soldiers (Article Il, enacted shortly after the 1527 Sack of Rome), lawful assembly
procedures for soldiers to air grievances (Article X), and a penal offenses against the murder of
civilians, the rape of women, and the desecration of altars (AXXKVI) 6. Finally, the new
Landsknechtand their familie€ommit to upholding thértikelbrief by swearing with the
Schwurhanda gesture with religious undertones, made by extending the index and middle finger
on the right hand upwards) and passing uadesirch made of pikes and halberds, signaling an
unambiguous departure from a civilian life into a militaryBne

Once a muster was complete, ladindsknechteas well as their present family members,
camp followers, and draft animals would organize theoTross( | i t . fiBaggage Tr ai
would serve as a mobile home, commercial center, and fortress if necessary. The exact size of
these moving communities, especially the population of women and children (See Fiffjye 1.3
can be extremely difficuliotascertain, as camp audits detailing the number otoorbatants in
a military campaign were rarely, if ever, recorded; as Maurizio Arfaioli noted in his examination
of sixteenthc ent ury Fl orentine mercenaries,sit he A [C
inferred thanprovéd. 6 For i nstance, during his initial
France estimated that he would have to feed approximately 50,000 mouths every day to maintain

an army of 20,000 combatarfts

46 Nimwegen, Pp. 165

47 Hale,wWar and Society?p. 156151

48Lynn, 219

49 Arfaioli, Maurizio. The Black Bands of Giovanni: Infantry and Diplomacy during the Italian Wars ¢1528)
Pisa: Edizioni Plus Pisa University Press, 200Bp. 68

50 Lynn, John AWorren, Armies, and Warfare in Early Modern Europlew York: Cambridge University Press,
2008.Pp. 12
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Figure 1.3: Soldier and his Wife
Daniel Hopfer, Etched Plate on Paper, c. 1530
Note that while théandsknecli s wi fe is | aden with a knapsack filled
carrying a full purse, suggesting that women inThessheld fnancial responsibilities in addition to domestic ones.
The walking stick and pomegranate is indicative of a restless, but reasonably comfortable life.

Figure 1.4: Plate 16 of th ronica
Johannes Stumpf, Woodcut on Paper, 1554
The plunder oEnemy resources after a successful battle remained a strong economic incentive for many men and
women to joinLandsknechte o mpani es, t hough plundering 6friendlyd te
hardship or client delinquency. Note the acfregticipation of women and children in this depiction of plunder.
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TheLandsknecharmy employed by Henry Il of France (151959) possessed an
estimated population of 90,000 to 100,000 people whemrtbgswas considered, giving it a
higher populationtan sixteentitentury Milan, and only slightly less populated than Lorf4on
Even beyond the mobility demanded of a mercenary company to adequately project force on
behalf of a client, a largérossrequired movement simply to avoid starvation, as localéod
and provisions would be quickly stripped bare by so many mauginslsknechtshaufen

mitigated this strain on logistics by employing officers singularly charged with resource

acquisition, includinduartiermeister( | i t . AQuart er ma ahea ofshdrpss who
and arrange with town councils to sell provisions at fair pricesBaaadmeiste | i t . AFire
masterso), who specialized in threatening vil

supplies?. Plunder (See Figure £, both as a methdo acquire resources and bolster war

funds, remained a strong incentive for company enlistment throughout the sixteenth century, and
into the Thirty Yearso6 War, even as the buyin
aft er thTheTrb<salsd gamed notoriety in the public consciousness by its permissive
attitude towards gambling as a method of resource allocation, as it allavddknechterho

were too sick or wounded to participate in an attack the chance to obtain a share of e plund

and to strengthen the interpersonal bonds withidtieleir?®¢. As such, the daily life of the

Landsknechand his family would prove to be a fascinating genre to the consumers of the

51 Hale,War and SocietyPp. 159
52 Evans, Richard Jhe German Underworld: Deviants and Outcasts in German Histanydon: Routledge,

2014.Pp. 74
53Lynn,Pp. 148
54Swart, Eri k. "From A Landsknecht 0 to fiSoldiero: The

Second Half of the Sixteenth Centurinternational Review of Social HistoB4, no. 01 (2006): 75.
doi:10.1017/s0020859005002336.

%5 Schwatz, David G.Roll the Bones: The History of Gamblirigas Vegas, NV: Winchester Books, 20Pp. 93
56 Hale, John RigbyArtists and Warfare in the Renaissanbiew Haven (Conn.): Yale University, 19Rp. 24
26
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Reformation public culture, as it presented a tangible visioreotdipable of thriving outside of
the walls of cities, and the bounds of Christian mor&lity

The human costs of the democratizgeetrraalla modernademanded a military
bureaucracy firmly invested in Othering its participants from civilian society, es@Kied by
the Fahnlein, HaufenandTrossestablishments. However, while affixing the cause of Othering
squarelyonthélauferd s acti ve at t elmpdskeechirdm societynadoesmat t h e
adequately explain why tHeandsknechtontinued to mnain Othered after the drums of war had
fallen silent. After all, many organizations in Early Modern Europe possessed similar ceremonies
to Der Musterung Umzugsuch as induction rituals observed in academic fraternities or
journeyman group¥§, without expeiencing the pervasive removal from society that
Landsknechtexperienced. The next two chapters will investigate several social and political
elements emerging during the Renaissance, how they pertained to the perception of the

Landsknechimercenary andi& family, and how they assisted in their marginalization.

5T1bid, Pp. 47
58 Darnton, RobertThe Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural Hidttay York:
BasicBooks, 2009Pp. 75107
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Chapter 2- The Reformation Public

Writing in 1676, English poet Andrew Marvell wrote a history of the Protestant
Reformation that took special care to divorce its causes from divine providéoosijng instead
to focus on what he considered to be the driving force behind the Reformation: the printing
press. When the replication of knowledge relied upon the patient hand of a clerical illuminator,
controversial ideas could be easily stifled befgaeing popular traction. However, Marvell
asserted that the advent of the printed book not only led to the flood of information endemic to
the Reformati on, but to stronger efforts to s
more stfjéiéd theni ssue of the wombé that a Bo
be borne unto the World, was never heardbétor6 To t he poet, this dual
di ssemination and censorship not only explain
turmoil as well, drawing upon the physical similarity between the printing press and the
mechanical bullet mold to enunciate his point
Mankind! That Lead, when molded into bullets, is not so mortal as fchended into Letter§¥o

Whil e the relationship between the printin
bluntly direct as Marvell depicted it, the history of the press in Europe is inextricably linked with
the Reformation, as well as the spread eh&lduring the Renaissance in general. While the
earliest woodblock prints produced in Europe date to a 1395 set of Bolognese playing cards,
higher quality printed medium did not become affordable until the 1444 invention of the

Gutenberg Press in the Inja city of Strasbour®}. By the end of the Fifteenth Century, further

9 Eisenstein, Elizabeth Divine Art, Infernal Machine: The Reception of Printing in the West from First Impressions
to the Sense of an Endinghiladelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012. Pp.58
50 1bid. pp. 6661

61 Brady, Thomas AGerman Histories in the Age of Reformations, 1466Q Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2009Pp. 24
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improvements to the Gutenberg Press, combined with more efficient paper mill production, and

an increasingly wealthy pool of investors across Eufofes to literature prices accessilio a

consumer base outside of the privilegedclagseésa good esti mate of <cost

pennies (Pfennig) per sheet, which would make for a cost of, say, eight pennies for average
pamphlets of four sheets yielding up to thittyo printedpges. Thi s i s about
wage for a journeyman artisan, equal to the price of a hen, or a kilogram of beef, or a pound of
wax, or the cost of a wooden pitchfertot insignificant, but certainly within reach of the
6common man, Ointéentedtargd nop h| et 6 s

According to Lucien Febvre, by 1500, AT
France, or the Low Countries that did not
which reached 20 million combined prints by the beginnintp® Reformation, and 200 million
prints by the end of the Sixteenth Cenfirfrhe language employed by most of these early
printed works, as well as the origin of the printing press, led to printed material to referred to as

iThe Ger man Aaming afocippGerené&nlidgntitp and prideA 1469 Addendum

a

her

hav

t o Ciletersiordbsl uded the passage, fiFrom I taly once

Ger man now will give more than they took, 0O
AThroughstéhamedgeki ul of the Ger man peopl e,
Not only do the Germans excel in strength of character and arms, they hold the scepter of the

world as wellf%

%2 Febvre, Lucien, and Heirdean MartinThe Coming of the Book: The Impact of Printing, 2480Q London:
Verso, 2010Pp. 3639

63 Edwards, Mark UPrinting, Propaganda, and Martin LutheMinneapolis: Fortress Press, 208%. 16

64 Febvre, Pp. 18086

8 Brady,Pp. 26

56 Eisenstein, Pp. 31
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This veritable wealth of information freely available to the pubjie ereated an easy
avenue through which public sentiments and newsworthy information could be shared across
vast geographical expanses, creating®arhediwor | d
milieu of public consciousness, expressed as a ggddlating between rumors, letters, songs,
pamphlets, sermons, and pronouncements, and observable in every rung of the social ladder,
propelled the writers and artists of these tracts as important scions of popular culture, with
contemporary sourcesrefei ng t o t hem a% o THoew eFvoeurr,t ht hEes tparteec
receptiveness of the common popul ace towards
uncertainty, as even the most conflagrative lines of text would be rendered impotent if its reader
was illiterate. The few primary accounts reflecting the literacy rates of early Sixteenth Century
Europe are too anecdotal to be accurately representative, forcing experts to extrapolate upon
literature sales, tax receipts, and legal records to flesh out a ruadyitate between-55% and
an urban literacy rate between-G0%%°.

Perceptive to this disparity, and eager to reach a larger market, publishing houses
commonly paired lines of text with illustrations designed to evoke interest in illiterate consumers
by playing upon cultural symbols and tropes. lllustrated prints were pervasive enough that as
early as 1465, the manufacture of biblical playing cards, illustrated broadsheets, and pamphlets
far exceeded the production of bound books, causing Johann Gatémipeoclaim that his final

invention, a mechanism to replicate biblical illumination with pressed egg tempera (that was

67 Stone, Lawrence. "Literacy And Education In England 164001."Past and Presert2, no. 1 (1969): 69.39.
doi:10.1093/past/42.1.68p. 6975

%8 Matheson, PeteiThe Rhetoric of the Reformatidrondon: T & T Clarkinternational, 2004Pp. 2748
69 Stone, Pp. 70

O Ejre, Carlos M. NReformations: The Early Modern World, 145650 New Haven: Yale University Press,
2016.Pp. 912
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never completed), would outperform the success of his earlier pidisstrated sheets

themselves were often highignerated by those who owned them, particularly if they carried a

religious connotation; Printed representations of saints were believed to hasten recovery and

stem gangrene if bandages were made from thdmly symbols on playing card helped allay

the shful nature of gambling, and block prints made of carved wood or etched metal used to

press images were akin to holy relics, due to their efficacy in spreading religiou$’virtue
Shortly after the creation of his first Landsknecht companies, Maximibg@ened a

school devoted to the training of sophisticated engraving techniques and created a municipal

postage system based off moveable typeset that stretched from Strasbourg t&Vidiongh

the Archduke poured enough money in these projects to eesim fedouke from his fath€r he

felt so personally invested in the future of print media that he would credit himself with

inventing both wax stylus engraving, and the municipal postage senie® Weil3kunig

(Figures 2.1 & 2.2Y.

"1 Childress, DianaJohannes Gutenberg and the Printing PreédéneapolisTwenty-First Century Books, 2008.
Pp. 1016

2 Hind, Arthur MaygerAn Introduction to a History of Woodcut: With a Detailed Survey of Work Done in the 15th
Century New York: Dover, 1963Pp. 10

1bid, Pp. 14

" Hind, Pp. L0

S Benecke, Gerhardiaximilian | (14591519): An Analytical BiographyLondon: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1982.
Pp. 156

78 |bid Pp. 157

" Maximilian, and Hans BurgkmaiwWeisskunigEdited by Marx Treitzsaurwein. Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1956.
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Figure 2.1: Plate 260f Der Weil3kunig
Art by Hans Burgkmair, Etched steel plate, 19519
In this plate, Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian | is depicted inventing a new method of engraving steel plates for
the purpose of print reproduction.
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Figure 2.2: Plate 27 ofDer Weil3kung
Art by Hans Burgkmair, Etched steel plate, 18519
I'n this image, Maxi milian | is Ainventingd a municipal
exists for these inventions exi st i ntgndbapithle irevestédintd mi | i an
these ventures were unprecedented for a European monarch. Note the preseacelsreechon the right side of

plate 27.

Unsurprisingly, given the ubiquity of mercenaries on European battlefields, and the
prevalence of &Veltkultur( | it . AWorl d Cultureodo) view enriche:q
media,Landsknechtgvould become a common fixture of Renaissance era art and culture by

1500, replete with common physical characteristics and symbolic Mofstorian Matthas

8 Andersson, Christiane, a@harles TalbotFrom a Mighty Fortress: Prints, Drawings, and Books in the Age of
Luther 14831546 Detroit: Detroit Institute of Arts, 198%8p. 68

24



Ro6gg identified over 4,000 Reformati@na prints that depictddandsknechtéhat have survived

to modernity®. The next section will engage with depictiond ahdsknechté the European

popular media utilizing the approach pioneered by Andrettegre®’ by drawing attention

away from the individual subject at hand, and instead exploring how each piece speaks towards a
larger movement that reinforces the cultural Othering of trelsknechteT o that end, the term
Agenr edo wi | | stueturadisygoriceptod thavdeschibesaghematic elements without
delving into exclusive classification, as described by Barbara LewalBkhulating this process

will allow for a study of nonfictive genre divorced from reductive antiquarianism, andofree t

dissect the metamorphosis of European society in the Sixteenth Century in a similar manner

employed by Renaissance historians, such as Philip Sidney and Stepherf4osson

® Rogg, MatthiasLandsknechte Und Resfer: Bilder Vom Soldateiin Stand in Der Kunst Des 16. Jahrhunderts
Paderborn: Sdmingh, 2002Pp. 3

80 Pettegree, Andrew. "The Reformation as a Media Evémthiv Fir Reformationsgeschichtérchive for
Reformation Historl08, no. 1 (2017). doi:10.14315/a2§170115.Pp1-4

81 Lewalski, Barbara KiefelRenaissance Genres: Essays on Theory, History, and Interpret@aonbridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1988p. 28

82 Ann, Imbrie E. "Defining Nonfiction Genres." Edited by Barbara Kiefer LewalskRdnaissance Gees:
Essays on Theory, History, and Interpretati@ambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 19B%. 54
69
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Forsaking the City

The precise origilof German urban culture, characterizedalstaunch independence that
would frustrate attempts at civil uni fication
point of contention among historians to the present day. Colonization models popular in the
nineteenth and early twentietientury’® have faced harsh scrutiny from modern historians such
as Peter Wilson, who argues that urbanization occurred only aft&yyapean migrants were
promised town charters offering greater degrees of freedom in exchange for land development;
AThe n enaludédabeiter property rights, lower inheritance dues, and reduced feudal
obligations. Migrants faced considerable hardship, as expressed by the thicksgntty
Ger man ploddNetB r b Tha first generation found death, the second experiencety wan
but the third finally gotbrea®do Hai |l i ng from di sparate regions
migrants transplanted their own systems of custom and law into the many towns of Central
Europe, giving birth to communities for whom a rigid social system baisenlban production
was not only an edifice of civil liberty, but of survival it$élf

By 1481, the year Maximilian | first started recruiting mercenaries drawn from German

territories, almost every urbanized center in the Holy Roman Empire existed in a state of rigid

8 The Colonization model of German Urbanism, known a®tla@g nach Osterti 5 NA @S {(rdodal KS 9 a i ¢
LJdzZNLI2 NIia GKIFG CNIy{13AARAKR HIANFRFANB AT RO OWAR Y RE 1o ¥ R NI
84 Wilson, Peter HHeart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empambridge, MA: Belknap Press of

Harvard University Press, 2018p. 96
8 |bid, Pp. 9497
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social hierarchy stratified by degrees of honor dictated by occupatioteigevealth, and

piety?®. Occupations considered to be honorable, such as goldsmiths, bakers, and tailors enjoyed
high status and power within their city councils, while dishonorable professions, such as leather
workers, blacksmiths, and potters, had tileséor middling positions in local society.

Tanners, gravediggers, executioners, butchers, andatogers, trades that were
associated with ignoble bloodshed and the grim pallor of death, were considered to be especially
di shonaomna b I, éd @adedepally prohibited from habituating inregty districts,
visiting common facilities, and Thegesatibl layefsr at er
were deeply entrenched within the character of urban living, with communal and social bonds
(Gemeinschaft und Gesellschdieing reinforced through complex systems of symbols, rituals,
primary group relationships, and sumptuary laws (particularly regarding clothing and weapons
see Figure 2.8j.

Social mobility in urban centers was nominallyukged by the local Burghermeister
councils, who frequently met to adjudicate matters of social advancement (in the case of a
journeyman presenting a masterpiece, for example), the settlement of besmirched honor (the
disputed cause or outcome of a san&tduel), or the social demotion of a guild member
(performing a dishonorable act unbefitting of his social stafio8)nce even casual association
with a fellow citizen of a lower rank carried the risk of social opprobrium from the council,

corruptive poperties were attached tomehrlichtrades, instilling a deeply rooted fear of social

86 Harrington Pp.18.7

87 Roper, LyndalOedipus And The Devilondm: Routledge, 19947p. 108110
88 Rublack, Pp. 132

89 Eibach Joachim. "Burghers or Town Council: Who Was Responsible for Urban Stability in Early Modern
German Towns?Urban History34, no. 01 (2007): 226. doi:10.1017/s096392680700436. 1720
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pollution among the middle and upper echelons of society. For example, marriages across
different social levels not only required the explicit permission of the Burghgrcd, and the

betrothedsd parents, but always involved the

unsurprisingly, these marriages were rarely compiéted

e S T

| s gleidic

Figure 2.3: Augsburg Burghermeisterand Wife f r om t he HeaookafHdnorFami | yo6s
Unknown artist, Ink on Parchment, 1544
16" Centuryfashion among urban elites traditionally stressed loeselyn embroidered clothing of exceptional
guality to demonstrate wealth and social standing with
clothing was favored in formal wear, symiaaig intractability and regional pride, as dark colors could never-be re
dyed and did not rely on foreign trade for production. Bbheghermeistewears a signet ring andrechtwaffen
sword as conspicuous symbols of social rank.

The increased wages agrkater social mobility incited by the fourteeswntury Black
Death crisis remained in effect far into the reigns of Holy Roman Emperors Sigismund and
Frederick Ill, in part due to the inefficacy of Imperial wage controls over theagimnomous

Germarcities’. This insured the relative stability of the Burghermeister council system, as

0 stuart, KathyDefiled Trades and Social Outcasts: Honor andi&iPollution in Early Modern Germany

Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 200, 2427

a1 Cohn, Samuel. "After the Black Death: Labour Legislation and Attitudes towards Labour-médieval
Western Europe.The Economic History Revied®, no. 3 (2007)457-85. doi:10.1111/j.1468
0289.2006.00368.x.

28



threats of social relegation were balanced with comfortable living wages and the opportunity for
family units to advance by apprenticing their children in growing higaeked guilds.

However, by 1481 rising populations across Europe combined with the consolidation of bullion
in nascent banking families (The Medici in Florence and the Fuggers in Augsburg, in particular)
resulted in the stagnation of wages, the arrestirspcial mobility, and the decrease in buying

power for the urbanized artis&n

Drawing on the records of tl@berosterreichisches Landesarchiritz Redlich
demonstrated that, in 1525, a lskilled day laborer in the Imperial city of Linz earned 1.66
Florins a montf while a journeyman mason earned 2.50 Florins in the same {eByd
contrast, d andsknechimercenary initially started service at a pay rate of 4.00 Florins after
1500°- specialized soldiers such Bsimescher(Interpreters)Kéche(Cooks), andPfeiffer
(Fiefers) were paid 8.00 Florins a morffithreiber(Adjutants) 24.00 Florins a month, and
Feldarze (Field Doctors) 40.00 Florins a mofthThese pay rates, initiated by Maximilian I,

and enshrined in theandsknecht o mp aArtikeaisbkriefe hypothetically never fluctuated for

92 Haperlein, Mark The Fuggers of Augsburg: Pursuing Wealth and Honor in Renaissance Germany
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 202p. 3145

93 Given a 2&day work month

94 Calculated by the ammt of pure gold present in an Italian Florin (~3.5 grams) and the current exchange rate for

gold (=140 USD), that leaves a rough equivalent monthly wage of $232 for the laborer, and $350 for the

journeyman. Sourcéhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florin

% Redlich, Pp. 12728

% willer, Douglas, John Richards, and Gerry Embletaamdsknechte 148556Q St Augustin: Siegler, 2004.

Pp. 6
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the duration of the mercenaryés empl oyment, a

with rising inflation or increased operating cdéts

To off-set the cost of recruitment, neophisndsknechtavererequired to purchase their
cl ot Arosszgyg fl campi ng tool s), and equi pment
Obrist before recei vi [8gTheptreese costbfiintrogiuctoryreguipménd s
could vary wildly due to local marketifces, the quality of the items purchased, and the
professional aspirations of thendsknechhimself; an aspiringtochwould have to purchase
much different equipment thanSzhwarzer Ritterfor instance. A correspondence written by
Duke Albrecht of Saany to Maximilian | in 1495 requesting funds to clothe llasidsknechte
equated two sets of military clothing to 10 Florins, which Maximilian | agreed w3 fair
Another sixteentitentury source related by Graz historian Hans von ZwiediSédenhorst
places the price of a halberd at 45 Kreu#8ra sword varying between 1.5 to 4.0 Florins, an

Ashwood pike at 36 Kreuzers, handguns between 2 and 7 Florins, and&figld plate armor

upon

pay

at 12 Florin&%. An urbanized artisan dissatisfied with his pay and strict social atmosphere would

97 Millar, Military Affairs Pp. 9697
%8 Miller, Pp. 45

% Redlich, Pp. 129

1001 Florin = 60 Kreuzers
1011pid, Pp. 130131
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be able to sell the tools of his trade to pay for his new equipment, a factor that enterprising

recruiters and unscrupulous quartesteas were quick to seize ugbh

By 1490, printed broadsheets knowriaB i | d e rh&addeee commonly employed by
government and religious officials to disseminate information in a public space in a mere cost
effective manner than bound books or pamhl€omprising of a single large sheet that would
be tacked onto walls or signposts (See Figure 2.4), multiple images often flowed together to form
a narrative, and were accompanied by printed text intended to be read aloud to the benefit of the
viewing audence®. While military Bilderbogenoften did pictorialize acts of romantic chivalry
to better | egitimize a ruling patron, such as
1513 work,Orlando Furiosg thousands of broadsheet prints intended for puliiplay were
populated by andsknechtand their lives outside of the walls of the &y Accomplished
military enterprisers, such as Guillaume von der Mark, his nephew Robert Il, and the knight
Franz von Sickingen frequently plied the inns and tavdorgyeghe Meuse Valley and the
Ardennes in the early years of the Reformation, spending considerable sums to publish and hang

broadsheets lionizing the lifestyle of the mercenary, with Sickingen successfully recruiting

102 Martines, LauroFuries: War in Europe, 1450700 New York: Bloomsbury Press, 201Rp. 52

103 Ruff, Julius RViolence in Early Modern EuropeCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006.
Pp. 1417

104 Sandberg, BrianWar andConflict in the Early Modern World: 1500700 Cambridge: Polity Press, 2016.
Pp. 4142
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12,000Landsknechtén one year alort€. In 1529, Printmaker Hans Guldenmunde printed,
under compulsory Imperial contr&§ two series oBilderbogenencouragind.andsknechte

recruitment as the forces of Suleiman | marched closer to Vi¥nna

Figure 2.4: Brothel Scene
The Brunswick Monogramist, Painting, c. 1528545
Painted by an anonymous Netherlandish pailerthel Scenp | ays i nt o the o6Tavermnd genre
century painters, which depicted peasant or outsiders in their home setting, far away from the homes of yhe wealth
commissioners. Note ttgilderbogerntacked up on the central wall panel displaying varloarsdsknechtand a
ALittl e UDbanialle akielvemssartghat themasonmarksandscrawlingon the wallrepresents a written

form of Rotwelscha thievs 6 ar got popul ar with itin®rant traders

105Redlich, Pp. 35

pDdzf RSY Ydzy RSQa LINAY(G K2dza&S gt a RNITFOUGSR FFGSNI KS Llzof Aa
107Hale,Artists and Warfare intte Renaissan¢®p. 62

108 gkjelver, .Pp. 444
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Niklas Stor, a print master of Nuremberg who studied in the workshop of Hans

Burgkmair, produced hundreds of imagesahdsknechteof which dozens of plates survive to

thepr esent day. One print t¥tislacampani€hbygabbdokidb | er o

text, which translates as;

AMay Shoemaking go to the Devil;

|l 6ve had to suffer too | ong
Before making a weekds wage.
However, things are different over there.
| wart to take up something else
And go wandering in a doublet and trousers
To see if | candt earn some money i

| 61 | |l eave this place |Iike all the o

Another print titl ed!Hha$thefolldwing texbimclode fasmstated; Fi gur e

iStay, good fellow, I want to go w
What has happened to you is my fate too;

I must sit long hours for little pay

With which | can hardly survive.

Therefore | must take up something else

109 Moxey, Keith P. FPeasants, Warriors, and Wives: Popular Imagery in the Reforma@ibicago: University of
Chicago Press, 200Pp. 90
1101bid. Pp. 90
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And start sewing with a hop polé
In the openitld to the sound of pipes and drums

And see if | canot earn a |ittle m

These depictions dfandsknechtehrough their body language and positioning, display a
sense of candidness bordering on the vulnerable, as they expose their backstiandlemo
apprehensions to the viewer. Humor is also employed to further elucidate the humanity of the

subjects casting away the society they were born into; The tailor musing that he would,

§dmtanrmr

T8 wil ein anders fabn e
< Dbl Qﬁ{%ﬂ&?ﬁwﬁm‘" i
7 i
Ylioe gl afell ich fias wn!ﬂmm ”

=i ag?jbvr“{mwm?fm

Figure 2.5: The Cobbler
Niklas Stor, Woodblock Print on Paper 1630
It is worth noting that these artisans already possess the requisite clothing and weaponry, implying that they have
already sold their tools, signifying a permanent break
into the hip of he Cobbler.

Wy GKAa O2yGSEGZI a1 2LJeld2tS¢ gl a | atlky3a GSNY F2NI LA
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Schneyder.
- G Halegiie gefell ichy will mie bie
., glcid) wics i gat alfo andy mir
g firgen ond ein Hlainer Lon

Do mitidy nyndect Fan beffon
Dcfs mif cin andero ich an fanmden

- Diducen mieder hopfen fEanmgen
j"ﬁ"ﬂm Selld mit p imimen
o) Dbidh anch gele mo e iibet Fumua

Figure 2.6: The Tailor
Niklas Stor, Woodblock Print on Paper, c. 1530

AiStart sewing with a hop pole,0 to the comman
act of rebellion against urban society by forsaking it entirely.

Once free from the social stratification of the city, and sorted if@haleinwithin the
Landsknechtompany, former artisans and students could apply their skills in the field to obtain
better paying positioR&. For instance, Martin Schwarz, a journeymcobbler, joined one of the
first Landsknechtompanies in 1481 to escape the destitution of Augsburg. Within a few years,

he was leading his own company of 2,@@hdsknechtéhrough several successful campaigns

112Nimwegen, Pp. 161
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against the Flemish Rebellion beforelgeink i | | ed by Henry VII1I&6s f or ce
Fieldin 14873 King Francis | of Franced6s primary po
Landsknechtéor his own military in 1515 waklauptmanSebastian Vogelsberger, who was a

baker before taking up ttssvord!* PoetGeorg Niege decided to join a Landsknecht company
after completing his bachel orés degree at the
economic conditions of the city as his primar
me o much and became too bad, | tarnished and was tired of living in this fraternity

furthermoré®™® 0 Profiting from the skill he |l earned :

colonel Corn Pennink in 1547, and eventually was promoted to the ratdugfimann

Unsurprisingly, the mobility demanded lodindsknechtompanies bitterly conflicted
with the cultural ethos of both rural and urban communities who considered a life anchored to a
singular geographic area with immobile property intrinsically tiefmoilial honor and duty.
Erasmus of Rotterdam gives voice to this conflict in his 1523 widr&,Soldier and Carthusian
describing a conversation between a Carthusian monk baddsknechfreshly returned from a
long campaign in Italy. Upon being askiétie regrets staying behind, the Carthusian replies;
ASpaciousness doesndt matter so |l ong as the <c
never | eave the city in which they are born.
unhapjy and obsessed by an extraordinary longing to quit the city. This is the common mood,

which Imyselfdonotshat¥. 6 After explaining how he remain

113 parrott, David The Business of War: Military Enterprise and Military Revolution in Early Modern Europe

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 20Bp. 57
14 Hale,War and Society?p. 147

115 Rither, Stefanie. "Dangerous Travellddentity, Profession, and Gender Among the German Landsknechts
(14501570)." Edited by Marianne ODoherty. Tmavels and Mobilities in the Middle Ages: From the
Atlantic to the Black Sedurnhout: Brepols, 201%2p. 195

116 Erasmus, DesideriuZhe Colloquies of Erasmusranslated by Craig R. Thompson. Chicago: University of
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of the city, the Carthusian fires back at temdsknechtvho seeks adoctoror hi s 6 Spani s
PoX¥9 fl 6ve explained my choice. Nowmelwhemsk you
all good doctors disappeared. You left a young wife and children at home and off you went to the

ar my, hired for a t mats fddthat gt risk af goer owndife.dar you me n 6 s

were dealing with armed men, not toadstools or popgfes!

Hans Sachs, a master singer and prolific Lutheran writer seated in Nuremberg, also wrote
many tracts condemning young men who joihaddsknechtompanies, equating the
willingness to abandon urban life with a moral failing on the part of the meréé&hamyhis
1532 poemArgument between a Housemaid and a Young, /8anhs uses a dialogue between
two young citizens to derideandsknechdiress and custoe, while hisComparison between a
Mercenary and a Crabtates that both subjects are clad in pitted armor, are detatung lowly
vermin, and lose limbs to combat so often, that they have learned to replace thef%twill
For Sebastian Franck, a humstrprofessor at the University of Ingolstadt, mobility was the
primary sin of thd.andsknechtas it represented the penultimate betrayal of the communal
Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft hos cr i ti cal Laodsknechieer fromoci et vy ;
their old poor and sick parents, leave their good wives and uneducated lovely children, their

sweet home country and also their duty to Wérk o

Chicago Press, 196Rp. 129
117j.e. Syphilis
118|pid. Pp. 131
119 Moxey, Pp. 88
120|n theLandsknectta OF 8S= Al Aa 6A 0K dlesencihgaty volNBetlithingdrS ar8gyiel = ¢  LINJ
knight andLandsknechteader known for replacing his right hand with an iron prosthetic after it was lost in battle
in 1504.
1215achs, Hanslans Sach<€dited by J. Nover, Verlagsanstalt Und Drucker&.AVormalsl.F. Richter), 1895.
Pp.20814, 24250
122R{ther, Pp. 2070
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The conspicuous association between recruitBédérbogenand theLandsknecht
representations in popular culturecemee d t he mercenaryds ambi guous
paradigmatic example of the betrayalG¥meinschafand the failure of urban councils to
provide economic opportunities for its younger generations. However, considering recent
historical review challenging thteaditional notion of a primarily stagnant Early Modern
populatiort?3, the vilification of physical mobility alone fails to account for the Othering of the
LandsknechtExistent memoirs of contemporary mercenaries can contest that stereotypical
assertion awell. Urs Graf, eReislauferwho fought with and againkandsknechtérough the
turn of the sixteenth century, maintained a wife and a moderately successful goldsmithing
business in Zurich, which he was able to freely return to when not on cadtfdigrewise,
Paul Dolnstein, &andsknechand master bridgbuilder, was able to maintain a good standing
in his guild during his service, completing the restoration of Torgau bridge for Prince Frederick
of Saxony in 149%°. Accounts such as these demonstraterablance of metamorphosis
bet ween the ddmimeat imen cefn afitp antateiskmechtedio hield A f u |l |

no sentimental attachment for the lands from which they hailed4?om

While mobility did play a part in social and legal OtheringrefLandsknechteother
thematic factors must come into account that better supplement the reasoning behind the

marginalization of people intrinsic to the survival of the burgeoning fisulgtiary state.

123 \viesner, Merry EEarly Modern Europe, 14501789 Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 20@R@. 1719

124 Graff, Urs.Urs Graf. Edited by Emil Major and Erwin Gradmann. Londorrhe & Van Thal, 1947Pp. 14
125 gkjelver, Pp. Q3
126 Oman,War in the Sixteenth Centurigp. 7880
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Gendered Notions of thd_andsknecht

by

Basedot he abundance of fAcultural fragmentso
written anecdotes, folklore, and artistic representations, historical research of the last twenty
years shows that the German Renaissance was accentuated by a crisis in gemdared
relations, even if the precise nature and effect of that crisis continues to be hotly debated by
Renaissance historigié By the reign of Frederick Ill, martial ethos and masculine identity had
been intertwined in the social and legal custom to aegetipat shocked contemporary writers
hailing from other regions of Europe. A Roman
Germany is a gang of bandits and, among the n
while an anonymous priest writing in 1488ted that the marriage between power and masculine
violence even extended to the ecclesiarchy, b
in the world; they behave like secular lords, which is, of course, what thé§ace Bur gher s i
particular wee expected to act with this martial ethos in mind as, prior to the domination of city
councils during the reign of Charles V, they were the first line of defense against any crisis that
would threaten the safety of the tol#fh Public rituals, sumptuary laysanctioned duels, civil
processions, and festivals (see figuré®) &dified the notion that the protections offered were
an extension of masculine violence, a phenomenon observable through all strati of urban and

rural communities.

127 Roper,Oedipus and the Devi?p. 3942
128 Brady, Pp. 96

129Fibach, Pp. 145

130 Moxey, Pp. 36
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Figure 2.7: Detailfrom Large Peasant Holiday
Sebald Becham, Print on Paper, c. 1530
Different activities of a large festival are presented here in one image, though in reality, these events would occur
over the course of a day. In addition to music, dancing, and horseltéing, other events serve to lionize masculine

violence and engrain it into the social fabric of the community. A wrestling match, walking on the edges of
Langenmelefa weapon characterized with the burgher), and climbing a pole to plant a guild flagozeged

cockerel all carry masculine undertones obvious to a contemporary observer. A brawl involving brandished
LangenmefReand a severed hand suggests that the interstice between masculinity and violence often became

physical at these festivals. Noteetpresence oflaandsknechat the gambling table on the lowlefft cornef3t

In addition to the ready embrace of violent force in service to the community, masculine
virtue was also dependent on ot herhisfactors 1in
profession, participation in local governance, and the quality and quantity of his possessions. The
Hausvaterf House Fathero), the paradigmatic ideal ¢
normative ideology was expected to act and dress whikistation, strictly govern his
household in accordance with Christian values, and maintain a respectable holding of both

operating capital, tools, and raw workable materials. Insults against any of these qualities, such

131 pid, Pp. 3538
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as an accusation of threateningp@ u s eh ol dé6s possessions by gambl
considered an attack on masculine identity as well as moral character, and usually demanded

swift remediation through litigious actish.  Thr ough thi s rel ationship,
burgheridentity, tersely balanced between gracious civility and masculine violence, could be

settled and utilized, not just in the protection of the-stgte, but in the philosophical

reconciliation of where an individual stood within his commuliity

However,a martial ethic that was inexorably linked to the lde@gn prosperity of a
stationary community was incongruous to the style of warfare emergent during the Renaissance.
The survival of the Holy Roman Imperial state under Maximilian | depended on th t&bil
project sustained military force to a dizzying variety of geographic destinations, requiring
professional mercenary companies to march or sail hundreds of miles%4 wih the
ownership of landed property becoming increasingly impossible for lnaosisknechte
expressions of masculine pride and communal identity were sought elsewhere. Many songs
penned by.andsknechtéhat survive to the present day lionize the act of mobility itself as an
expression of fr eedo mEiamudLiethwaie deiLantisknechtlebeane. The
m¢ s s(eond New Song on How Landsknechts Have to L
invokes men to join his company, comparing the mobilityaridsknechtéo the crusades of
chivalrous orders like the Knights Hosadler or the Templaté®. AnotherLandsknechsong
writer, Jorg Graff, famous for losing his eyes in a brawl! with his fellow mercenaries, also drew

the correlation between thendsknechta nd ear | i er kni gkibhdchonloedder s |

132Roper,Oedipus and the Devi?p.108109

133 Tlusty, B. Ann.The Martial Ethic in Early Modern Germany Civic Duty and the Right of ABasingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan, 20148p. 267

134parrott, Pp. 57

5R(ther, Pp. 194
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vonderKriggs | eut AOrbdeeanuét i(foul song from the Warrior
must tramp around the land, until he hears of hostilities between Lords. Then, there is no country

so far that he will not hasten there in honor until he finds his c&lfing

The increasing removal of landed proprietorship from the culture of the itinerant
mercenary also imputed the growth of the violent aspect of an itinerant masculine identity to the
extent that, by 1500, masculinity and war as cultural norms were mgliggthable in European
culturé®”. It is difficult to state with certainty whether European popular culture was influenced
by aLandsknecht as hi on born from plunder (The W@Ainvent
anecdotally ascribed fReislauferstripping the abthes off of Burgundian nobles after the 1476
Battle of Grandsoh®), or if mercenaries adopted existent fashion trends as a demonstration of
the riches won in battl’. Maximilian | fully embraced the conflation between masculine
identity and bellicosity, believing so fervently that martial prowess was a greater signatory of
legitimized rule than noble trappings or titles that he would often wear the armor of a
Doppelsiddner, and fight on foot with hikandsknechtén major battles (See figure 2.8 and 2.9).
One example of this attitude being put into practice was descrili2er iWeil3kunigwhere
Maximilian |, after personally leading his men to victory at the Battléh&frouanne, sits with a
captured French nobleman, who does not recognize the young Archduke due to his plate armor.

Af ter Maximilian | removes his hel met, nét he

not the young [Maximilian 1], for they wouldab have let him go into battle, but rather for a

136 |bid, Pp. 198
137 Hale,Artists and Warfare in the RenaissanBp.50-55
138 aver, JamesThe Concise History of Costume and Fashidew York: Scribner, 197®Pp. 78

139 Payne, Blanche, Geitel Winakor, Jane FaiBeltk, and Elizabeth Curti§he History of Costume from Ancient
Mesopotamia through the Twentieth Centudgw York: HarperCollins, 199Pp. 241
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captain, who leads such an army, he is too young; on account of the reverence, such as one only
shows to a king, he thougH® Thatnobkl eemmah be &
back to the distant IKig of France to report that the battle had been lost, and to enunciate to the
reader the superi or it y¥Bveniftthe acolvhaof thenbatdeifabisn | 6 |
prey to personal embellishment, it demonstrates that, to Maximilian |, dirécigetion in the

conduct of war was a far greater elucidation of legitimacy and masculine power than any

monarchical title.

Where Maximilian | and hikandsknechté&ravelled, so too did their fashions leave

impressions upon the popular culture of Eur@seflowing, looselybelted garments that hid

140WeilRkunig 1956, Pp. 352
41silver, Pp.79
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Figure 2.8: Plate 71 oDer Weil3kunig
Hans Burgkmair, Etched steel plate, 18519
While European leaders still presided over major battles in person during the Renaissance, most chose to lead on
horsebaclaway from the actual combat to minimize danger to themselves. By contrast, Maximilian | not only made
a habit of personally engaging with enemy forces, but did so on foot alongsidmtisknechtecausing several
injuries during his career. Plate 71 dgp Maximilian | personally treating with his men, includingandsknecht
Hauptmannin the center, and Hungarian auxiliaries to the left..
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Figure 2.9: Plate 76 oDer Weil3kunig
Hans Burgkmair, Etched steel plate, 181519

Plate 76 enunciates theflv of t he batt |l e, rat her than singular actc
infantry on foot, and exchanging blows with the Swiss, being described in the accompanied text of the
autobiography. In this image, the Impetiahdsknechtare identi i abl e by t he St Andr ewbs
flint motif adorning on their clothing and banners, while the retreating SRésdauferare depicted wearing the
white Theban Cross. This visual identity would perpetuate in the works of other artisteamlyhgixteenth century
as a method of readily differentiating German and Swiss mercenaries.

the natural shape of the wearer fell way to clothing that crisply outlined the curves of the human
body, whilst artificially embossing masculine traits with pdfehoulders and bulging codpieces.
Landsknechinspired fashions took root in teenagers and young adults eager to prove their

masculinity, including the growing of beards, the cropping of hair, and the wearing of
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Katzbalges'*?, much to the chagrin of oldgenerations (see figures 2.10 and 2.11). Erasmus
deridedLandsknechtashion inThe Soldier and the Carthusian st at i ng, fiHow many
you painted with? No bird changes his feathers as much as that. And then how slashed

everything is, how unusual outlandish! Add to that your haircut, haliaven beard, and the
tangled bush on your upper lip, “Yoditkthgrant
writer Andreas Musculus lambasted those who viaredsknechtlothing for its roguish appeal,

sta i ng that, ACl ot hes do not damn you/ That is
so that remains true as well/ as the proverb
your slashed hose does not damn you/ so your own headogdl which you have revealed

through such clothing/ your clothes show what sense/ thoughts and spirit you mé&t have

Other voices critiqued the material costs associated with such clothing, stating that the
dependence on ltalian weavers and-ohakerswas asserting a subversive influence, not just on
localized industry, but on the cultural identity of the German city itself. German humanist
Conrad Celtis, while under the patronage of M
are oppressed laysort of distinguished slaver, and under the impulse of greed, that old and
accursed aid to the acquirement of comfort and luxury, new commercial ventures are constantly
established, by which our country is drained of its wonderful natural wealth whey®
others what we need for ourset®s 6 St i | | o t llaedskeechtldtheng weeed t h a't

AHel | i sh fl ameso that not only expressed vani

425 SNA @SR T NBayelaiBSKafzbalge®d d AW3Idznd $NiE v 61 a GKS OKINFX OGSNRaAG
Landsknechby the 18" Century, identifiable by a broad edge,rédd pommel, and figur® hand guard.

143 ErasmusColloquiesPp. 128

144 Rublack, Pp. 110

145bid, Pp. 131
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world, the flesh, andthe Detf. 6 Last | y, aRoperttha prenounceryentbfy n d a

masculine sexuality thatandsknechtashion removed the temptation of

Figure 2.10: Page 10 ofhe Book of Clothes
Matthaus Schwarz, Ink on Paper, Completed c. 1560
MatthdusSchwarz, an accountant for the influential Fugger family, compiled an annotated book describing his
fashion choices as he grew up in Augsburg from 1496 to 1560. Written on Page 10, when Schwarz was 13 years old,
is Aln Summer of 151n0,t hmys freatnhneerr . col oTthhee d onmes e mant | e
manner of dress of traditional burghers imposed on a boy unable to buy his own clothes.

148 Burke, PeterPopular Culture in Early Modern Européldershot: Scolar Press, 199p. 210213
47



Figure 2.11: Page 43 ofhe Book of Clothes
Matthdus Schwarz, Ink on Paper, Completed c. 1560
At age 14, Schwarz begins to dress himselfandsknechfashion, and would continue to do so throughout his life.
Page 43, when Schwarz is fA23 and 1/3 years old, d stand
waist had a width ofonelel ( ~45 inches). 0 Whereas a wide girth had
previous generations, it is a reason for discontent for Schwarz, as it impedes his martial aptitude, and thus, his

perceived masculinit’;fw.
flesh from the sole dominionoffei ni ni ty; ATheir precocious Vviri

was an excess of masculinity so extreme as to escape sexual categories dftbgéther

147 schwarz, Matttus, and VeiKonrad SchwarzThe First Book of Fashion: The Books of Clothes of Matth
and Veit Konrad Schwarz of AugsbuEgited by Ulinka Rublack, Maria Hayward, and Jenny Tiramani.

London: Bloomsbury Academic, an Imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing, Plc, 28p564, 94
148 Roper,Oedipus and the Devi?p. 118
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Figure 2.12: Satirical depiction of aLandsknecht
Urs Graf, Etched Plate on Paper, 1523 and 1519
Living as a Goldsmith and Printmaker in Zurich, Urs Graf also foughtReisiaufer and thus possessed an
especially vitriolic attitude towardsandsknechteFigure 2.12 lampoons the proclivity odndsknechtéo wear
ostrich plumes as symbols of masculine tyfium, as we HIi kaeso tshtey Ifiebiorfd sl ashed
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Figure 2.13: Satirical depiction of aLandsknecht
Urs Graf, Etched Plate on Paper, 1523 and 1519
Figure 2.13 is thrusting a comically large codpiece through the quillon &ttebalgeras he marches. The writing
on the blade of higweihandet r ans| at es as fAMy money is gambl ed
bottom dangles behind the sebtj. Both subjects display a vainglorious sexuality that parodies both the style of the
Landsknechand the violence which defined their livelihoods.

away, O

Landsknechtéhemselves became sexual objects in minds of the Reformation Public,
which often employed sgbolism to widely express sexual escapades too graphic for general
consumption (See Figures 2.12and #*930ne example of this verbose symbolism is
representeBDernLaheskpaegh(fin TWaeskndcheadthi r t i n o

Landl ady 0) gesuxald, isdbout aanercenany attempting to lodge in an Inn owned by

149 Major, Pp. 14
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a married landlady after she has bolted the front door shut. However, the symbolism employed in
the verses, fil donét know what -har @r srfeiscreg!| h e
thatthelocko ar represents t he |Lamiskneechevgntualy defeatsst i t vy,
through his charisma and sexual app8aGiennese playwright Pietro Aretino used the image of

the Landsknechin his 1532 sexual farcRagionamentoyhere he depicts one attempting to

break into a nunnery dressed as a priest, while Agnolo Firenzuola utilized contemporary military

imagery in a sexual context in his 1533 combdarescald>L

Other writers portrayed the virility of tHeandsknechhot as a source of comedy, but as
a disturbing element of feminine seduction; Anglican reformer Thomas Becon chided a company
of Landsknechte nder Tudor contract by perecoenhmigedmi ng, i\
among them! What maid escapeth unflowered? What wife departeth unpSiitéd A n
unknown French commentator wrote in 1543, i Al
above all to those of war. Did not Venus herself turn from Phoebus, ttebeautiful of the
gods,toMar®®? 0 | n Ger man pr i ntandsknbchsedudngan@tuoasf t he vi
woman into a |ife of mercenary perdition mani

termed by Renaissance historian John Eyhin 1568 engraver Erhard Schon

10R{ither, Pp. 202

151 Simons, PatriciaThe Sex of Men in Premodern Europe a Cultural Hist@gmbridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2013Pp. 107

152 Hale,War and Society in Renaissance Eurfjpe,123

153|bid. Pp. 124

154 ynn, John AWomen, Armies, and Warfare in Early Modern Eur@membridge University Press, 2008. Pp. 15

17
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Figure 2.14:The Cobbler Hans and his Girl Ursula
Erhard Schén, Woodcut on Paper, 1568
Here, the cobbler has not only already exchanged his todlafmisknecheéquipment, but given the halberd and
fluted plate armor, is determéd to become Boppelséldneran especially dangerous position in Heufen The
armored codpiece, position of tKatzbalger and orientation of the halberd also serve a symbolism forstaszd
masculinity. Ursula is shown wearing clothing suitedldémg-distance walking, including a hiked dress, sun hat,
closed bonnet, and a leather back satchel.

illustrated a young couple conversing in a manner mocking the earlier recrugiickembogen

(See Figure 2.14%. The poem included with the image transiads;

Little Ursulg

My Hans | want to run with thee

5Lynn, Pp. 17
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To the Bright Band in Friuli.
Perhaps so much may be my winning
Much more than ever | could whilst spinning.
With yarn and twine 1611 spin no

To become thereafter a Cobbl erd6s w

Cobbler Hans
In good health, pretty little Ursula
Shall we go hence to Friuli.
The making of shoes | will abandon.
When in many wars | have won
Great wealth and manifold honors,

Who then knows whom fortune favors?

Printed over t hir tBildepogeaseres, anfl hire yearblaftertha s St ©
end of the I talian Wars, Hans and Ursul ab6s gr
the battlefield possesses a tragic quality would arouse pity in a contemporary observer. Whereas
the masculinityondisplayn St °r 6s wor k was indicative of ri
outlet on the battlefield, the masculine quality Hans exudes serves only as the progenitor of

misery and destitution for both Hans and Ur§tila

156 Moxey, Pp. 9®1
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The use of t Ruwentas litthe Urdula desariee® hergelf, must also be
approached with a degree of historical context pertaining to the vital role that women held in the
Trossbeyond their capacity as domestic and sexual partners. As John Lynn notes, the majority of
skilled labor,including financial management, resource acquisition, equipment repair, and first
aid, fell upon the responsibility of the women of ress®’. Specialized officers within
Landsknechtompanies deed Hurenweibell | i t . Awhore sergeanto), wh
ensuring that labor accords between mercenary and sutler were amicable, and that petty
disagreements were mediated before erupting into viotehepeaks towards the notion that
feminine labor was considered absolute necessity to the conduct of Renaissance warfare.

Lynn asserts that the der blga thpabntempovarywritdrsat i o n
stems from the abandonment of normalized social expectations placed on young men and

women, noting thamany references to malendsknechta sH ufir ealsadexist™.

The middle sixteentieentury also witnessed the sexualized image oL#melsknecht
being utilized when problematizing sexuality
relationship with Katarina von Bora during the Reformation challenged traditional attitudes
towards sex and marriage, blurred the distinction between public and private spheres of life, and
called into dispute the intrinsic value of sd#nial and celibad§®. Radical movemeast
branching off Lutheros Reformation opined tha
be completely rewritten to allow for more libertine sexual pursuits within the bounds of

marriage, such as the Anabapti dsagd®®™mMovement ds e

7 Lynn, Pp. 146

158 Rjchards, Pp. 27

159 ynn, Pp. 149

160 Eijre, Pp. 715

161 Arthur, Anthony.The Tailor King: The Rise and Fall of the Anabaptist Kingdom gfister New York, NY:
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However, after the Anabaptist Rebellion of Minster was crushed in 1535, mainstream reformers
embraced, as Lyndal Roper stated, fAéthe unive
both ensured the orthodox nddtaeayfeomits s popul ar
revolutionary potentid>. 6 The desire to enshrine a version
traditionalpater familiasmodel drove many Protestant cities such as Augsburg to establish

courts of moral decency, such as the Disciplinedls@nd Marriage Judges, and to publish

Bilderbogenextolling the benefits of monogamous domesti€ity

One exampl e, etched by Augsburg engraver J
age of Mano as an arch br i dedtambmredtboueddoynthea r o c k
i mage of Godés judgement holding dominion ove
personifications of t he Landdinecttothiaogsangexhibitd f u l y e
changing relationship towards the sige®©f death that hovers over the arch of life; Theyiear
old subject sits placidly while actively ignoring Death, while the tweetgrold subject is
shown in the midst of leaping to his feet, clutching the shaft of his banner, and defiantly staring
Death in the face. By contrast, the thiyiyarold subject is shown collapsing in despair and
horror, having been humbled by the arrows of mortality, while the-f@#rold subject, having
discovered the immortal property of holy scripture, and theogiternal life it offers, decides to

devote the rest of his life to civility and domesticity.

Dunne, 2000Pp. 9294

162 Roper,Oedipus and the Devi?p. 97

163 Roper, LyndalThe Holy Household: Women and Morals, in Reformation Augskuxfprd: darendon Press,
2001.Pp. 7482
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Figure 2.15:Die Lebens alterdes Manndsi The Li fe Age of the Manod)

Jorg Breu the Younger, Etched Plate on Paper, 1540
The steps comprising this arch pictticateny ear i ntervals within the manods
Landsknechtlothing and weaponry at ages 10 through 30.

Forces within the CountdReformation also sought to reform sexual practices among
their congregations in thaiddle of the sixteentlsentury, stressing the value of celibacy as a
spiritual and physical status most pleasing to Godly providence, and as a quality necessary for
the priesthood, who were charged with the rite of transubstantiation, and the custivityeof d
relicst®®. When the Council of Trent reconvened under the auspice of Pope Pius IV in 1562, the
twenty-fourth session of the doctrinal acts was enacted, which not only championed the
excellence of celibacy, but also forbade concubinage, brothels, aldgdwithin Catholic

cities'®. The feminine resistance of temptation was also stressed as a virtue, which impelled the

164 Roper,Oedipus and the DeyPp. 174
165 Hall, Marcia B., Tracy Elizabeth Cooper, and Costanza Barfiiee.Sensuous in the Counteformation
Church New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 20Bp. 31
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publication of pamphlets cel ebr at iLandsknpchtet y t h
offering debauched temptation remained mown trope (see Figure 2.16).

.
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N
N

Figure 2.16: The Age of the Woman at the Age of Ten and Twenty Years

Tobias Stimmer, Woodblock on Paper, c. 1565

In this image, part of a set pictorializing the expectation of feminine virtue at different stages in tifiesritbe
identifiable by the St Andr ew
this fAAge -dseipineed pi ec
mal e subject

t heme of

contrast Br eubs

yearold subject rejects the advances afaamdsknecht
to

and the arquebus bandolier hanging off of his hif e
ofthefera| e subject, i n
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Figure 2.17:Soldier Embracing a Young Woman
Daniel Hopfer, Etching, ¢.1530
I'n Hopfero6s wor k, d aynatskdetmphlie s handsfroherbigasta while an apple,
the biblical symbol of temptation, dangles overhead. In the background, another couple is consummating their love
while a stray dog also succumbs to temptation by eating their food. The occluded eyes, brambled hair, and syphili
pocked face of theandsknechturther enunciates the value of restraining female sexuality to the viewer.
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Figure 2.18:Young Woman and Death as a Soldier
Niklaus Manuel, Drawing, 1517
Manuel 6s piece, a dr awi ng temappeoact kydepittinga more yisceratsexual aztn , f a
between lovers, one of whom displays the trappingsLafrasknechtwhose entrails dangle loosely along with his
slashed”lunderhosen

The fate of women who had fallen prey to the sexual wiles of asbamelandsknecht
was also a frequently depicted trope in the Reformation Public, which utilized combinations of
subtle imagery (See Figure 2.17) and brazenly repulsive depictions of necrophilia (See Figure

2.18) to instill a justifiable fear of temptatits

166 Hale,Artistsand Warfare Pp. 3839
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The youthful folly and brash temptation that ttendsknectit s over f 1l owi ng mas
entailed was also extended to politicatlyarged works of literature being popularly consumed
by the Reformation Public. One particularly wedceived work of political commentary that
employed this trope was a sixteeigimtuy i nt er pr et aDeiramediistitied,\®oet r ar c h
der Artzney bayder Gluckvhich was reprinted in nine separate editions between its initial

publication in 1532 and 16%0.

.......

e

= b erfrewet das ringen. Derminffe: Wie wann
¥4l der3ifeberonniig vudder vinger vrfynnigifi * Freud. Jehlige an
| vinglicdyer vBung, Vernunffe, Jn einem yegtlichen wort/erfcheine
ar., Yodlliches berren du leiB cigen feyeft/dann Difes dienet/woie oben ex

Figure 2.19: Plate 35 ofvon der Arztney bayder Glick
Heinrich Steiner, Woodcut on Paper, 151332
Plate 35 depicts twhandsknechté the foreground engaged in a vicious duel vidtteihandes while two more
wrestle in the background. The wagon and open field indicates that this scene is taking place in thesvititree
Tross Charles V and his two sons, Maximilian Il and Ferdinand I, raise their hands in alarm, but are powerless to
halt the melee.

167 Rublack, Pp. 289
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¥ £b babeinlicbe miter, Dernunffe,Bubift yraber

M4

% B empfiget [chrecken/vnd ewigs verlangen, Freud. Lyebift mir meyn
25 B8 mitter. Vernunfte, Grof 1ftdic licBe/des vatters/nodh beffrigert

Figure 2.20: Plate 83 ofvon der Arztney bayder Glick
Heinrich Steiner, Woodcut on Paper, 1501532
Plate 83 depts twoLandsknechtgreeting their mothers upon their return from war, who react in revulsion to their
armed flamboyand€®. Both images represent an allegorical criticism of a system of purchased coercion unfettered
by royal mandate or social constraint.

While on its surfaceyon der Artzneya ppeared to be a transl ati o
fourteenthcentury musings from Latin to vernacular German, political commentary was added
into the metaphors by humanists Sebastian Brandt and Georg Spalatin, the Veltiemokias
the personal secretary of Duke Frederick the
in theReichsreformmovement®®. Work onVon der Arztneypriginally began in 1517 as a
directed political <criti gu ethedeathbhMakimlianhlinan 1 6s

1519, the bankruptcy of the original publisher, and the addition of over 200 additional pages of

168 Rogg, Pp. 138
169Benecke, Pp. 99
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illustrated commentary, the final work was not published until ¥83PheLandsknechte
depicted in the work display the trappsngf hypermasculine violence typical for the period, but
al so serve as an allegory to the system of pu

failed to control’* (See Figures 2.19 and 2.20).

However, propaganda lionizing the strength and virtub®Eandsknechtalso has a
presence within the Reformation Public, particularly in times when an existential threat to a
specific territory presented itself. In 1532, when is seemed that a secondary Ottoman invasion of
Austria was an inevitability, an anymous pamphlet titledy Christian Expedition against the
Turkswas published. In this tractLandsknechtompany personally led by God and captained
by Charles V, proclaims that the only way to avert Turkish domination was for all members of
the compay to act under the strict guidelines of Christian morality, a prospect that angers
several mercenaries who protest?2 bh&venhewnl fiyo
convinced of their righteous cause, the rebellicarsdsknechtenshrine thie temporal

obedience out of a desire for spiritual betterment instead of monetary gain.

Even in tracts and passages praisiagdsknechtéor their strength and bravery, the
process of Othering is still enacted, as the mercenary must receive divinentierto tame his
wild nature and experience combat for no other reward than spiritual enlightenment
reintegration into settled societ!f Agendeme ver t
exploration of thd.andsknechtas a paragon of violemtasculinity stripped of any expectation

of civil virtue reveals a fascinating correlation between the role of sexuality in Early Modern

0Rublack, Pp. 29

71 Nimwegen, Pp. 165
12 Moxey, 9798

13 Moxey, Pp. 100
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Germany and the philosophy of the Reformation Body Politic. As stated by English humanist
Thomas St ar k easinievery hdn3hbre is dibody knel also a soul, in whose

flourishing and prosperous state both together standeth [sic] the weal and felicity of man, so

likewise there is in every commonalty, city and country, as it were, a politic body, and another
thingalso, resembling the soul of the man, in whose flourishing both together resteth [sic] also

the true commonwedf. 6 Just as religious | eaders of Eur
necessary evil that allowed the propagation of Christendom, so tabeveesady availability of
hardened.andsknechinercenaries perceived to be ruefully necessary for the defense of the

state. Since neither unrestrained sexuality or mercenary violence could be tolerated within the

bounds of central society, cultural foraetegated them to the margins of civilizatiorever

existing too far out of reach, but firmly held in a state of Otherness.

174 Harvey, A. D.Body Politic: Political Metaphor and Political Violencdlewcastle, U.K.Cambridge Scholars
Pub., 2007Pp.25
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Chapter 3- Vilification

After the successes of tigeerra dla modernamodus on the battlefields of Grandson,
Nancy, and Guinegate, the armed forces of European states began to grow in population,
compl exi ty, and cost at a staggering rate,
Reformatiod™ 0 For e x a mpimikan | wasrardyl@iedto radse just over 24,000
Landsknechtéor his entire army, while in 1532, Charles V had easily raised over 100,000
soldieré’®to defend against the Turkish invasiGnHigher numbers of men on the battlefield,
combined with more &kctive weapon systems, higher rates of disease, and the increased
importance of tactical logistics meant that battles during the Renaissance were more decisive,
and inflicted higher numbers of casualties than battles during the Middle Ages. This divide
between Medieval and Early Modern was especially punctuated in conflicts where only one
faction had adopteguerra alla modernaln 1492, Maximilian used hisandsknect with

terrifying effect to crush an army of rebellious Frisians ten times larger teawhi, causing the

chronicler Worp von Thabor to ruefully decl

without a shepherdé That is why they were
of fighting, than on strength or bravéf§ o

The naure of pike and shot tactics also made unit cohesion and morale axioms of
battlefield survival, impelling mercenary armies to purposefully cultivate more vicious

affectations, both to attract prospective clients, and to harangue their foes (See Fighfe 2.2

175 Hale,War and SocietyPp. 4648

176 Excluding the number of canfpllowers, which was often greater than the numbers of combatants.
7 bid. 62

178 Nimwegen, pp. 163

1% Hale,Artists and WarfarePp. 170
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Figure 2.21: Detail ofInfantry Battle Scene
Hans Holbein the Younger, Etched Plate on Paper, ¢.1530
The moment when opposing pike hedges closed in on one
observers. With pikes either sundered, odered useless by the proximity of the enemy, halb&wsihanders
and short swords would be employed to terrible effect.

The granting of mercy towards defeated enemies also became increasingly rare in the sixteenth
century, as deliberate massacresamye nhanced a companyés fear some
removed a competing company as a rival on the growing mercenary Hakatemberg

humanist Willibald Pirckheimer, who was chosen by his city council to lead a company of
Landsknechtagainst théreislauferin the 1499 Swabian War, described the aftermath of a
particularly disastrous battle; ANobody was s
and nonnoble were slaughtered like cattle without any difference being made; bMearded

ships and killed those who trusted themselves to the waves and stretched out their hand and

180 Kort¢m, HansHenning.Transcultural Wars from the Middle Ages to the 21st CenBeylin: Akademie, 2006.
Pp. 66
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begged for mercy with tears; others shot down with their guns those who had climbed trees, like
birds; still others set fire to houses where there weeenges so that on all sides, screaming,
howling, begging and death groans were heard and the escape killed more than even the
battle®L, o

The viciousness with which this new form of mercenary warfare was waged, and the
willingness to violently engage wittn enemy quickly became deeply intertwined with the
culture of theLandsknechtebecome a beacon of masculine pride and cultural identity. A
Landsknechmar chi ng ball ad popular after the 1525 B
go, in blood we hatb go, up to, up to, up to the tops of our shoes. Merciful God, look at the
misery®® 0 Ni kl aus Manuel, an artist and mercenar )
savagery that this culture possessed when he recorded a battle cry supposedly common to
Landsknechte AiWed6l | move against your enemy Ootill t
Murder! That is what we long forand joy'8 6 Robert 111 de | a Marck,
who ledLandsknechtompanies in the Hapsbuklois wars, opined that éhmen who best
exemplified the Lafuskneehwé ee ®Diie aofi&ooeadger t o el
War® o

To contemporary observers, the scope of warfare had also widened in the sixteenth
century to include waging war on the landscape itself, either through the construction of
defensive earthworks, or to actively deny foraging resources to an antagonistid@aemy

aftermath of a protracted battle would transform the countryside into a stark mockery of its

181 Kort\Nm, Pp. 67
182 Arfaioli, Pp. 7
18 Hale,Artists and WarfarePp. 34

184 Harari, Yuval N.Renaissance Military Memoirs: War, History, and Identi®#501600Q Woodbridge, Suffolk,
UK: Boydell Press, 20047p. 7#78
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former state, stripped bare to the blanched soil, and littered with the broken detritus of war.

Blaise de Monluc, a Valois nobleman who ledaamdsknechtompany to victory against the

forces of Charles V in the Italian Wars, described the condition of the barren French landscape
after a grueling campaign; AYou would have se
each other, both the one and the other]#me dying lying among the dead, made such a

horrible and pitiful spectacle, that it was miserable to the persistent and obstinate enemies; and
anyone who has seen the desolation, could not reckon it to be lesser than that described by
Josephus [Flaviush the destruction of Jerusalem, and Thucydides in the Peloponnesian

Wars® 6 Unsurprisingly, disease and famine woul
fought, with surrounding rural communities often taking generations to fully recover from a

bat | e6s d®vastati on

185 Sherer, IdanWarriors for a Living: The Experience of the Spanish Infantry in the Italian Wars-1354
Leiden: Brill, 2017 .Pp. 64

186 Gutmann, Myron PWar and Rural Life in the EarlIModern Low CountriesPrinceton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 20162p. 70
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Figure 2.22: Plate 217 o¥/on der Arztney bayder Glick
Heinrich Steiner, Woodcut on Paper, 1501532
This series of plate critici zleasdskhebhéeandHtbelmpnetdry coststhef mpi r e 6
entail. In this plée, a mountedlandsknechtpossibly aHauptmann cruelly slays an unarmed traveler, while a lion
prepares to devour a bound peasant nearby. The juxtaposition serves as a fairly unambiguous message: Both beast
and mercenary prey on the weak in the wildespasd to foster either one invites disaster to the state.

The media culture of the Reformation Public brought a interpretation of the carnage of
the battlefield to urban centers hundreds of miles away from the site of hostilities, often charged
with religious or political undertones attached (See Figure 2.22). Narratives of particularly
devastating battles would often involve religious or supernatural elements such as birthing of
horrific creatures, such as t heortljiaftdrthe Monst er
bloody, and wekpublicized Battle of Ravenna in 15%2 In the eyes of the Reformation Public,

battles of theguerra alla moderndad become preternatural events, where the bounds between

187 Niccoli, Ottavia, and Lydia G. Cochrariérophecy and People in Renaissance It&§inceton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 1996?p. 3536
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